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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The College Block Building is a two-story brick commercial
bui]ding. Its most prominent feature is an elaborate
cornice of white painted tin. It is composed of alternat1ng
large and small brackets and terminates in massive scroll
brackets at each corner. At the center of the cornice

and above the brackets appears an ornamented crest with

the words "College Block". At the second story level, there
are eight windows, four with segmented arches and r1ch1y
ornamented hoods of pressed tin. The four other windows,
the second and third from each end, are coupled-under a
heavy gabled hood supported by massive brackets.

The upper story of the building is divided into apartments
and the ground level into two commercial stores. No
major structural changes have been made.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The earliest known commercial buildin

in Iowa City to have been

designed by a known architect, Chaunfey F. Lovelace, the College
Block Building demonstrates a late-nineteenth century appreciation
for ‘massive ornamental detail. Although the massive cornice

that crowns the second story appears today to be outrageously
ornate and impossibly heavy, it shows fearless architecural

daring and actually weighs very 1little as it is made of pressed
tin. Since 1883y the College Block Building, so-named

due to its location on College Street, has presented an out-
standing and unique profile among the few blocks of two-story
brick commercial architecture in "downtown" Iowa City.

Although there are several examples of the more simple
craftsman style brick architecture remaining in Iowa City,
manyyof the more Victorian ornately decorated buildings are
scheduled to come down.

To attest to the building's importance in its own time,

Chauncey Lovelace, the only archttect working in Iowa City,

not only designed this building but chose it as the location for
his own office.

The History and description of the College Block Building
have been well-documented in a Historic American Buildings
Survey Inventory form.

The College Block is in immediate danger due to Urban Renewal.

SUED,
A
4 /8?}\2,‘
o, Ky
=y
4 <€?~;%j 2
}p \) Q{S\ &4
’ N Z§p< 4
B N




Johnson: County Plat Books

Harlan, Egdar Rubey.

A Narrative History of the

People of Iowa.

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory Form . e

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 ) DEFINING THe CENTEZR POINT OF A PROPERTY
R ___OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES __ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes

NW [+ ’ ” o ’ ”n [o] ’ » [ ) ’ ”»

. o .. o .. a1 39 32 | 917 32 00

SE ] v ”» o A - »

Sw Q » » O ’ .

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than one acre.

-l I .
A=A (/N

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY o@f_‘ﬁm

4

STATE: CODEV COUNTY ; ) E/VE DE

~ ' o ﬂ~'9a57§§¥

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ! ST Code
‘ WY;§§XX ﬂ Ey?//\

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: \@:@\/ CcoDE

NAME AND TITLE:

____ Flisabeth Foxl ey

ORGANIZATION

State Historic Preservation Prnmmm

DATE

| March 8, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

129 South Capitol

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
- National State Local

v = N M,M

Title Mw_ﬂﬂ_

/R dere 192X

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

.C%B%Q»JQ%VLiZZtﬂIAI

Director, Office of Archeology and

lstoric Preservation

723/

Date
ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Regxster
Date 5 ; J

GPO 931.894

33§

SNOIL1LDONYLSNI

Seconds /5/&22 é7c



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Significance ltem number © Page

The earliest known commercial building in Iowa City to have been designed by a known
architect, Chauncey F. Lovelace, and one of the first commercial examples of massive
pressed tin cornice and ornamentation, the College Block Building survives today

as an outstanding representative of the business district of Iowa City in the last
quarter of the Nineteenth Century. Since 1878, the College Block Building, so named
due to its location on College Street, has presented an outstanding and unique profile
among the few blocks of two-story brick commercial architecture in downtown Iowa City.

Chauncey Iovelace is one of a few identifiable Nineteenth Century architects living
and working in ITowa City. Until 1880, he was a member of the architectural firm
"Finkbine and Lovelace." His partner, Robert Spencer Finkbine, left Iowa City in
1889 to serve as the Superintendent of Construction of the present-day State Capitol
building in Des Moines. After 1880, Iovelace continued as an architect in his own
business and c. 1895 moved his office into this building.

Contemporary newspaper accounts trace the progress of the College Block Building
beginning on 15 August 1878. "The front of Mr. Lovelace's new block will be de-
cidedly handsome and ornate. The windows will be of plate glass and capped with
elaborate galvanized iron work, the top of the building to be surmounted with a
conspicuous cornice. It is something new, just what the street architecture of
this city needs"- (Daily State Press). Apparently the writer mistook the pressed
tin for the real thing. This reference attests to the new ornamental emphasis
which ILovelace employed. On 30 August, the same source noted "Lovelace began

the stone work on his cellar yesterday." On 5 September "Lovelace's new building
is ready for the brick work, Mr. Ebert put in the foundation and it is a good one"
(Ibid.) On 29 September it was reported "Maresh & Holubar are putting up some
galvanized iron work on lovelace's new buildings.” This firm was a most noted
tin cornice and roofing firm, and served a very broad western market. On 15
October "lovelace's new buildings have the finest front of any business structure
in the city. It is quite a departure in architecture" (Ibid.) ILastly, on 6
November "The facade of Lovelace's new buildings is finished and bears the name of
College St. Block" (Ibid.)

At the time of its nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, the
building was threatened, indeed doomed to demolition. This parcel and the building
upon it gained notoriety when court action forced the local urban renewal process to
offer redevelopment parcels to individual investors. The present cwner restored the
original facade, added apartments on the second floor, and cambined the two lower
cammercial spaces into a most successful restaurant.



