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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The College Block Building is a two-story brick commercial 
building. Its most prominent feature is an elaborate 
cornice of white painted tin. It is composed of alternating 
large and small brackets and terminates in massive scroll 
brackets at each corner. At the center of the cornice 
and above the brackets appears an ornamented crest with 
the words "College Block". At the second story level, there 
are eight windows, four with segmented arches and richly 
ornamented hoods of pressed tin. The four other windows, 
the second and third from each end, are coupled-under a 
heavy gabled hood supported by massive brackets.

The upper story of the building is divided into apartments 
and the ground level into two commercial stores. No 
major structural changes have been made.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The earliest known commercial buildino^in Iowa City to have been 
designed by a known architect, Chauncey F. Lovelace, the College 
Block Building demonstrates a late-nineteenth century appreciation 
for'massive ornamental detail. Although the massive cornice 
that crowns the second story appears today to be outrageously 
ornate and impossibly heavy, it shows fearless architecural 
daring and actually weighs very little as it is made of pressed 
tin. Since 1883V the College Block Building, so-named 
due to its location on College Street, has presented an out­ 
standing and unique profile among the few blocks of two-story 
brick commercial architecture in "downtown" Iowa City.

Although there are several examples of the more simple 
craftsman style brick architecture remaining in Iowa City, 
manyyof the more Victorian ornately decorated buildings are 
scheduled to come down.

To attest to the building's importance in its own time, 
Chauncey Lovelace, the only architect working in Iowa City, 
not only designed this building but chose it as the location for 
his own office.

The History and description of the College Block Building 
have been well-documented in a Historic American Buildings 
Survey Inventory form.

The College Block is in immediate danger due to Urban Renewal.
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The earliest known commercial building in Iowa City to have been designed by a known 
architect, Chauncey F. Lovelace, and one of the first commercial examples of massive 
pressed tin cornice and ornamentation, the College Block Building survives today 
as an outstanding representative of the business district of Iowa City in the last 
quarter of the Nineteenth Century. Since 1878, the College Block Building, so named 
due to its location on College Street, has presented an outstanding and unique profile 
among the few blocks of two-story brick commercial architecture in downtown Iowa City.

Chauncey Lovelace is one of a few identifiable Nineteenth Century architects living 
and working in Iowa City. Until 1880, he was a member of the architectural firm 
"Finkbine and Lovelace." His partner, Robert Spencer Finkbine, left Iowa City in 
1889 to serve as the Superintendent of Construction of the present-day State Capitol 
building in Des Moines. After 1880, Lovelace continued as an architect in his own 
business and c. 1895 moved his office into this building.

Contemporary newspaper accounts trace the progress of the College Block Building 
beginning on 15 August 1878. "The front of Mr, Lovelace's new block will be de­ 
cidedly handsome and ornate. The windows will be of plate glass and capped with 
elaborate galvanized iron work, the top of the building to be surmounted with a 
conspicuous cornice. It is something new, just what the street architecture of 
this city needsV (Daily State Press). Apparently the writer mistook the pressed 
tin for the real thing. This reference attests to the new ornamental emphasis 
which Lovelace employed. On 30 August, the same source noted "Lovelace began 
the stone work on his cellar yesterday." On 5 September "Lovelace's new building 
is ready for the brick work, Mr. Ebert put in the foundation and it is a good one" 
(Ibid.) On 29 September it was reported "Maresh & Holubar are patting up some 
galvanized iron work on Lovelace's new buildings." This firm was a most noted 
tin cornice and roofing firm, and served a very broad western market. On 15 
October "Lovelace's new buildings have the finest front of any business structure 
in the city. It is quite a departure in architecture" (Ibid.) Lastly, on 6 
November "The facade of Lovelace's new buildings is finished and bears the name of 
College St. Block" (Ibid.)

At the time of its nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, the 
building was threatened, indeed doomed to demolition. This parcel and the building 
upon it gained notoriety when court action forced the local urban renewal process to 
offer redevelopment parcels to individual investors. The present owner restored the 
original facade, added apartments on the second floor, and combined the two lower 
commercial spaces into a most successful restaurant.


