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Address 59-63 Crystal Street

Historic Name nlou
Uss Present residential
Original residential

DESCRIPTION
Dateca,1899-1904
Source maps
style Italianate/ Colonigji AN i
Architect m\C*"6\MW\

Exterior Wdl Fabric  dapboards

outbuildings shirL (hiA

Mga Alterations (with dates) porches add.

(after 1904 but early 20th c?)

Condition Good-fair

Mol Date
Agege kSS feo OOe aOd”
Setting industrial/residential

Recorded byE. Woodford, S. Ceccacci
ed. S. Ceccacci
Organization Southbridge Historical Com-

M 1986 mission
Dae &



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA SATEMENT (if applicable)

53-63 Crystal Street is signifioant as an example of multi-fainily
housing constructed during the rise to prominance of the American
Optical Company and the growth of the town's eastern section late in

the 1"th century. It meets National Register criteria A and C
at the local level and retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, work.manship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership.

GNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of

AHTEIUAN. SGNF
other buildings wthin the conmunity.
This two-and-a-half story house i srepresentative of sone of thelarger houses built i n the

nei ghborhood near American Optical around theturn of the century.
The gable front, side hall plan of thefront section of the house was t he nost popul ar house

plan i n Southbridge andi n Central Massachusetts all during the second half of the 19th-century
The porches and shingle trim i nthe facade gable are the major ornamental elements.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omeas played in local or state hisory and how the
building relates to the derdopmat of the community.
Larger houses such as this replaced some of the smaller cottages which hadbeen builti n
this area during its initial period of devel opment during the 1870's and ISSOs. Around
the turn of the century a nunber of existing houses on Crystal Street were enlargedand

other newhouses, sone multifamly, were built here.
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PRCPERTY House at 59-—63 Crystal Street b
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
; for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294



