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The original appearance of Acorn Hall is much as it is today. A three

—

story, white, clapboard Mid-Victorian house, with half-basement, con-
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taining & kitohen. It is typically Italianate in style, with a large,

square tower and & diverse assemblage of chimneys and porches, bay and

coupled wir;d_dws, dormers and brackets, with a sprawling, asymmetrical

o e

floor plan. At the front of the house, French doors open on to a _13;ng .

portico whose intricate;latticework contains a répetition of the letter

et e

"s", the initial of the original owner, A similar pbrch at the rear
overlooks the garden and grounds, reaching to the Whippany River, along
which rur;s the Morris County Park Commission's "Patricts Path', At
the side stands a gigantic black oak, sald to be 250-300 years old

and after which the house was named.

When the house was built in 1853, the original owner, a man of some
wealth, furnished it lavishly in Rococo style. Much of the i.nbexfior
remains untouched today, retaining the original furnishings and '

wall treatments.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE W}}y

The ‘moving wan has never pulled up to the door of Acorn Hall,

nor have any of its owners been inspired to modernize the house. other

onn 0

than the addition of plumbing and elec‘bricity. Indeed, through a happy

set of circumstances the house has remained essentially as it was

when it was built in the 1850's In the double parlors, the Brussells
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carpeting, which was woven for the rooms, remains. The original

drapes and delicate lace curtains hang at the windows, The gold leaf
of the stencilled wall panels, moj.c_iingﬂ,' ?ocopo mirrors and wir;d,ufo,w‘ .
corruces is bright. The original suit.e oi‘ ﬂurniture (perhaps

Baudcmine) is in the front parlor, while the back parlor contai:zfs a
Belter-style suite which _gn_ee belonged to William Henry Harrison, as
well as a magni.ficenﬁ Rc;coeé Chickering grand piano. Eventthe mantle
arrangements, gilded bronze candelabra with representations of Paul
and Virginia and of Robinson Crusoe, and the wax flowers under glass
‘bells are toiginal to the rooms.

The house ffas built by Dr. John Schemerhgmwj:p 1853, and bought,
completely furnished and appointed, by Augustus Crane, a prominent
local banker; VL!» years later, Mr. Crane's daughter Mary married 1 John
Hor;e, great-great nephew of Philip Hone (mayor of New York and author

-

of the famous Diary of Philip Hone), and grandson of Commodore Matthew
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Perry, When Augustus Crane died, he leff the house to his surviving
daughter Julia Crane Corning, w1fe of Dr. J. Leonard Corning, neurologist
and discoverer of spinal anaesthesia. At her death, the house went to
her deceased sister Mary's scun Augustus Crane Hone, whose daughter gave '
the house to the Morris County Historical Society recently. Most of the
changes made in the house have been of the periocd, -- most notably, the
addition of the several tables, vases and small items brought back from
Japan by Commcdore Perry in 185k, and the Harrison suite of furniture,
(Virginia Harrison was a great-grandmcther of the last owner. Her son,
Brig. Gen. John Breckenridge Castleman, befcre his distinguished service
in the Spanish American War, was a member of Morgan's Cavalry in the Civil
War and a leader of the infamous Confederate plot known as The Northwest -
Conspiracy.)

Althcugh some prominent and interesting people have been counected with
the house, the real significance of Acorn Hall is its authenticity. It
is not an assembled Pericd Hovse. It is authentic because it is original.
As art and architectural historians from. three universities and two
miseums have commented, Acorn Hall presents an unusual opportunity to
experience Mid-Victorian splendor at its best.
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