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The Mars Hill Log Church is a rectangular dovetail notched, 
hewn log structure with a gable roof and twelve pane sash 
windows. Its doorway has a simple post and lintel construction 
and a latch door. Boards in the door are vertical; those of 
the gable end on the roof horizontal. The name "Mars Hill" and 
a cross are prominently painted on the front entrance gable end. 
Mars Hill Church rests on its original location atop a picturesque 
cemetery hill.

All logs and most of the chinking of the Mars Hill Church are 
original. New flooring was installed in 1905, a new foundation 
in 1915 and a new roof in 1956. The maple and walnut logs 
measure 26 to 28 feet in length and some are 16 inches in width 
and eight inches thick. \

The front door is new although designed after the original.
Each gable end has been repainted and the windows have been m
replaced.

The Mars Hill Church is currently under restoration necessitated
by the deterior ation of some logs. Any replacements, either of
the logs themselves or chinking, will not be extensive and will H
be authentic. *>
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mars Hill Log Church is thought to be one of the oldest and largest 
log churches still in occupancy in the state. Built inul850-1857 
by a Baptist community, the land on which the church stands was 
purchased by that community in

Local tradition has it that the Mars Hill Church was used as a hiding 
place during the Civil War as part of the underground railroad.

Now considered interdenominational, Mars Hill Church is open to 
visitors who are often attracted to the setting, hill and pine trees, 
of which the church and adjacent cemetery are a part. Also, the 
building serves as the site for weddings, funerals and annual 
meetings for the local preservation group which is interested in 
extending the life of the Mars Hill Church even more.

The name Mars Hill derives from its location, it is be! ievei, however 
no documentation was found to support this assumption.



See enclosed brochure.

Scrap book of old newspaper clippings belonging to Mrs. Marie 
Hartwig, Route #1, Eldon, Iowa.

County Book J, Page 442, Wapello County, May 22, 1857.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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