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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

X—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

5?_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

JkjRIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-̂  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Oaks i s located on Lincoln Street near the center of Worcester, not far from Lincoln 
Square. B u i l t between 1774 and 1778, the house stands out from i t s neighbors as the 
oldest i n the v i c i n i t y and, indeed, i t i s one of the oldest surviving structures i n the 
City of Worcester. The house i s set back from the road approximately one hundred 
feet and has a c i r c u l a r drive i n f r o n t . 

The Oaks i s two and one-half stories and i s covered with clapboards painted red and 
has white t r i m . Although the east side faces Lincoln Street, the o r i g i n a l entrance 
was on the south side of the house. The entrance consists of a two-story projecting 
section. The doorway i s flanked by pila s t e r s topped with a pediment and above the 
door on the second story i s a window. The south facade i s f i v e bays wide and the shut­
tered windows have six-over-six sash. Two dormers with paired windows (two-over-two 
sash) extend from the ridge roof, and a brick chimney i s situated between them. 

At a later date the entrance was changed to the east side of the house. Positioned 
s l i g h t l y o f f center, the doorway has an e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t and sid e l i g h t s . Windows 
on t h i s facade also have six-over-six sash and are topped by projecting caps. The two 
windows to the r i g h t of the door d i f f e r s l i g h t l y by being floor-length. The east side 
extends an additional bay to the north because of an e l l on that end. A one-story 
porch, added when the doorway was changed, stretches the length of the east fadade. A 
handsome balustrade tops t h i s porch which i s supported by four slender Doric columns. 

Records indicate that i n 1836 another addition was made. This was the kitchen e l l 
which extends from the northwest corner of the house. Fenestration on t h i s wing cor­
responds to that of the e a r l i e r portion of the house. 

The i n t e r i o r contains a number of o r i g i n a l pieces of f u r n i t u r e , including a table dating 
from the Revolutionary War period. The l i b r a r y and i t s c o l l e c t i o n are largely i n t a c t , 
and the slate and marble fireplaces have been restored from t h e i r painted condition 
by the D.A.R. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Oaks, or the Paine House, i s s i g n i f i c a n t because of i t s association with the Tory, 
Judge Timothy Paine and with the well-known descendants of the Paine family. 

Judge Timothy Paine was born i n B r i s t o l , Rhode Island and came to Worcester when he was 
nine years old. In 1751 Paine was dealing i n r e a l estate and i n 1767 he purchased 
three hundred acres of land on the "great road to Boston," now known as Lincoln Street. 
This t r a c t later became known as the North End and included what i s now Rural Cemetery. 
Running from the Salisbury estate on the west to the Green estate on the east, the 
area contains many streets which bear names i n the Paine family tree. 

Timothy Paine married the daughter of Judge Chandler, and i n 1774 he began his estate 
on Lincoln Street. Because of his Tory leanings and the resul t i n g h o s t i l i t y shown him 
by the local community, work on the house was not completed u n t i l 1778. 

I t i s said that when Timothy Paine entertained Patriot John Adams at the Oaks, Paine 
offered a toast to "the King." Adams joined i n the toast ?nd then made a toast to 
"the Devil." Consternation reigned u n t i l Mrs. Paine said to her husband ". . .as the 
gentleman has been so kind as to drink to our King, l e t us by no means refuse to drink 
to his." 

Timothy Paine served as town clerk, selectman, and representative to the General Court, 
but when he received a commission as Mandamus Councillor, the citizens who remembered 
him as a Tory were outraged. An unarmed army of 3000 people marched to his house and 
forced him to withdraw and read his resignation on the Worcester green. 

Dr. William Paine, Judge Paine's eldest son, was i n England at the time of t h i s confron­
t a t i o n . Dr. Paine had graduated second i n his class at Harvard and owned the f i r s t 
apothecary shop i n Worcester. After l i v i n g i n England for a time, William Paine re­
turned to serve as an apothecary i n the B r i t i s h army and i n Rhode Island and New York 
u n t i l 1781. He was lat e r commissioned as Physician to His Majesty's hospital i n the 
d i s t r i c t of North America and located i n Halifax, Nova Scotia. I n 1787 he returned 
to New England and lived i n Salem u n t i l the death of his father i n 1793. Dr. Paine 
then moved to Worcester and for the remainder of his l i f e resided i n the Oaks. 

In 1836 the house was enlarged to. i t s present size. I t i s said that at the time of 
the addition, a soldier's hat was found i n the p a r t i t i o n s , thus substantiating the claim 
that Revolutionary War soldiers had been quartered there. 

h^s*^deafh'in^\8T9 Pr̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ °^ ""̂  • William Paine, l i v e d i n the Oaks u n t i l nis death i n 1879. Frederick was a prominent Worcester c i t i z e n and his garden on Lin-

continued 
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coin Street was noted for i t s f r u i t s and flowers. 

The next owner was Reverend George Sturgis Paine who died i n England i n 1909, leaving 
his property to his three nieces and a nephew. The D.A.R. purchased the house from 
the Paine family i n 1914, and today the house i s the headquarters of the Colonel T i ­
mothy Bigelow Chapter of the D.A.R. 
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Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C 
20005 

. . ^^^ ' ' JAN 14 1980 
Mr. William Mulford V}' V 
Director 
Office of Planning and Community Development 
531 Main Street, Room 203 
Worcester, Massachusetts 01608 

Dear Mr. Mulford: 

We have received your l e t t e r of November 29, 1979, i n 
which you determined that use of Community Development 
Block Grant funds for the purchase of 129 Lincoln Street, 
Worcester, Massachusetts, would have no adverse effect on 
the T|ir>|flgg P;jTnp» Hnngp^ a property included i n the Nat±onal 
Register of Historic Places and located diagonally across 
,the street from 129 Lincoln. The property at 129 Lincoln 
Street is not l i s t e d i n or elig i b l e for the National 
Register of Historic Places and I t w i l l be used as a 
neighborhood based social service agency. 

The property at 129 Lincoln Street i s highly visable firom 
the Thomas Paine House. Therefore, the Executive Director 
objects to your determination because no provisions ha.ve 
been made by the City to ensure that the exterior of 129 
Lincoln w i l l be maintained so that i t w i l l not detract 
from the neighboring Paine House. 

Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the Council's regulations 
(36 CFR Part 800), the Executive Director w i l l withdraw 
this objection i f the following condition is met: 

The City of Worcester w i l l insert the following 
r e s t r i c t i v e covenant in the instrument of convey­
ance for the property at 129 Lincoln Street. This 
rest r i c t i o n w i l l run with the land. 

The exterior of 129 Lincoln Street w i l l be maintaxned 
in good repair and no major exterior alterations tx> 
the structure w i l l be made without consultation with 
the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer. 



y^ 

If you agree to this condition, please sign on the concurrence 
line below and return this letter to us. This will then 
be incorporated into your determination and the Executive 
Director will withdraw his objection to your determination 
of no adverse effect. 

In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, 
a copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along 
with supporting documentation and this concurrence, 
should be included in your records as evidence of your 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and the Council's regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation, 

Y>-

/ Thomas F. King 
Director, Office of Cultural 

Resource Preservation 

I concur: 

Date 
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UL.n 

VAY 3 1 •-.•7,-:; 

Worcester Hoii§e; iiomihat^ 

for: Natipii al HigtOT-M f̂Sit̂  
The T i m o t h y Pa ine 

Hoijss, 140 Lincoln Mreet, 
vVorcesier, nominated for 
iuciusion in fhe \'3tio.-.al 
F r c i s t e r of K i s l o r t c 
Places by the 
A'sssachusetfs Historical 
Ccmrnission, has been 
accepted, Siste Secretary 
PC'J ! GuzzirOroTfifran of 
the Cofnmiss ion, has 
b=en i.-.fDrm&d by Gary 
Evsrhardt, Director of 
th9 Natior.si Park Ser­
vice in the United States 
Depert.T.e.nt of {he 
In-erlor. 

.Also k.-c,vn as The 
Caks, the Faine KoL'Se is 
s'cnif icsnl becfuse of i is 
s?.f-rcir!io.'i w' lh the Tory, 
J'--'52 TirAOihy Fsi.-'.e and 
w i t h Ihe v.el l -kno.vn 
d:szer>dar>.\s of 'he Paine 
f5..Ti:!y. It is locsf id r. isr 
the center of Worcester 
not far f r om L inco ln 
Sqcere. Bui l t between 
'1774 end 17?3, t.he hu'Ji.e 
stcindsout from its ."^-e'ch-
bors £3 the cidest in the 
viz ini ty and, ince=d, it is 
ore of ihe cldf-st Eor-
vivi.'ig s:-^'^!j.-es in ti ie 
City of V,'orc5i^ir. The 

; i b - - k t r i T ! ^ - e 

Lincoln Street. Because 
of his Tory leanings and 
the resu l tan t h o s t i l i t y 
shown h i m by the local 
communi ty , work on the 
hoL'se was not completed 
unti l 1773. 

i t is said that when 
T i m o t h y Poi . ie en­
tertained Patr iot John 
Adams at the Oeks, Paine 
of fered a to i s t .Jo ' / i hs . 
K i n g . " Adams joined in 
ihe toast and then msde a 
toast to " f h e D e v i l . " 
Consternation reigned 
unt i l AVs. Paine said to 
her husband . . . " E S ihe 
csntleman has b&en so ' 
k ind £s to dr ink to our 
King, !et us by no means 
refuse to dr ink to h i s . " 

Tim.oihy Paine served 
es lov.n clerk, selectman 
and re-pr-.^mtative to ihe 
G£.-;•;-31 CcL.ri, but when 
ne rec=; ved a corr.miis 'on 

•uncl'or. 

for the remainder of his 
l i fe resided in the Oaks.,; 

In 1S35, the house wasf 
enlarged to its present if 
size. It is said that at t h e l 
t ime of the addition, a ? 
soldier's hat was found in I 
the pa r t i t i ons , thus* 
substantiating the claim^ 
that Revolutionary Warl 
so ld ie rs ' ' had been^ 
quartered there. - . - ^ 

F r e d e r i c k W i l l i a m ^ 
Paine, youngest" son of; 
Dr. Wi l l iam Paine, l ivedl 
in the Oaks until his death 
in 1379. He v/as a 
p r o m i n e n t V/orcester 
citizen end his garden on 
Lincoln Street was noted 
for its fruits and flov/ers. 

h 
rc5d • :L -I 

Eld h ; ; 
,i-,a'c:;y 
a c'rc-

or-rn 

drive in frcnt. 
J Pair e : s 

in Sriiici, R;,::'3 h'^-d, 
c:.d carr.e to V/c-c^;;^r 
v,I in tie v.as r.ire y?.;-s 
Old. In 1751, i.e v.^s 
dealing in rsa! es'a'c ar.d 
in :7£7, he purch^,:-'d 2'."} 
acres of la^d :.n "-^he 
craat ro;d iD :"cr/:n," 
r:;\v hrrv/n 's L':-:c:.:;i 
Sir^it. This i:rct 'tl^r 
ticame known as the 
?':;rih End a.r.d W.zlji-d 
"hat is :-;'.7 Rnr = | 
CemsJsry. P-,-],-^ frcm 
::ve SrJ'.z'zur/ ir\ 

es /.'.anda-nus C: 
the c i t i zens v. ho 
remembered h im es a 
Tory were oulraoed. An 
unarmed arm.y of 3,000 
p:-CT.'!e marched to his 
!;-:L-S3 and forc-?d h im to 
^•.•'hr'rc.v and read his 
i': s:^r,a'^ion on Worcester 
yra^-n. 

His e ldest son. Dr . 
>..:;.cm .-cine, was in 
En3!ar.d at the iimie of 
i h i s c c n f r c n t a t i o n . He 
had grcd:.a"ad second in 
his class at Harvard end 
owned the f i r s t 
e ro ihc-cary shop in 
• •^1 i ^ 1 . /-, 1 -.̂ r ! jv ing m 
En r lE .d f : r a • t i m e , 
•Vi i -^ ;n Pv i -e r.i;ui-,.;d 
to £:-rve a j an -:: ;.1ha-c^.ry 
in the Bri t ish a rmy t.-.d In 
?Jod3 is ' i ind end 'v'cw 
Vcrk ur.til iJSl . H3 v.as 
' . .^ i r cc'rp;,-i;is!cn:d as 
I i"iy$ 1 c.'a.T to H's 

The next ov.ner was 
Reverend Ga:rge Sturgis 
Paine who died in : 
England in l'D3, leaving 
his p r : ; a r : y io his three , 
nivces ar.d nephews. The ' 
D a u - h ' e r s of the 
An-;er iccn Revolu t ion 
purchesrd the hDore f rom 
the Paine fami ly in 1914, • 
and today ihe ho'jse is ihe 
headquar te rs of the 
Colonel Timothy Biceic.v j 
Chapifer of ihe DAR. i 

The interior contains a | 
number of original pieces | 
of fu.'-niture, including a • 
table dating from the :̂  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r 
p-;riod. The l ibrary and '' 
its coneclion ere !arc==!v : 
imact, and vne siaie and • 
marble fireplaces have i 
bean restored f rom their ; 
painted cone 

s 
•n R3vo:jtl;n 

e iTcst side 
fa:-s Lincoln Street, tha 
c'igi-af £.-:fi-ar.ce v,-:s on 
the r^'j^h s'de cf ihe 
h?u:e. .\f D '.r'zr dale the 
entrr.-,.;e ^ as changad '.o 

fion by the 
Df the 
' f t : - . 



stands o j t f rom its neigh­
bors es the oldest in the 
vic in i ty and. Indeed, it Is 
one of the oldest sur­
viv ing structures in the 
City of Worcester. The 
house is set back f rom the 
road approximately 100 
feet and has a c i rcular 
drive in front. 

Judge Peine v.as born 
in Bnsio l , Rhode Island, 
and came to Worcester 
when he was nine years 
Old. In 1751, he was 
dealing in real estate and 
in 1767, he purchased 300 
acres of land on " the 
great reed to Bcslon," 
now known es Lincoln 
Street. This t rac t later 
became knc.vn es ihe 
Nonh End and inciuded 
what is now Rura l 
Cemever>'. Running f rom 
the Salisbury estate on 
ihe -vast 1o ihe Gra-en 
e i ia le cn ihe east, the 
area conta ins many 
si rests which bear names 
in the Paine fam.ily i ree. 

Tirnoihy Pa ln i m.arrled 
^the da.:ghier of Juc';.e 
>Chandier, and in 1774, he 
W a a n his estate on 

the " ' c i t i z e n s ' w h o 
remembered h i m as a 
Tory ware outraged. An 
unarmed a rmy of 3,000 
people n-.arched to his 
house end forced h im to 
v/ i thdraw end reed his 
resignation on Worcester 
green. 

His e ldest son. Dr . 
V/ i l ! iam Paine, was in 
England at the t ime of 
t h i s c o n f r o n t a t i o n . He 
had graduated second in 
his class at Harvard and 
ov/ned the f i r s t 
apo thecary shop i n 
Worcester. Af ter l iv ing in 
Eng land fo r a i im.e, 
Wi l l iam Paine rc-turna-d 
to serve as an apothecary 
in the Bri t ish a rmy and in 
Rh:ae ir.land and Ixsw 
York unti l 1751. He v.as 
later corrimissioned as 
Phys i c i an to i-iis 
;.'.a|esty's h;::pl ial in the 
dls ir ict cf ' 'or ih Amar l - a 
a -d ic -Mad in Hal i fax, 
rs:-va S c : f 3 . In 1717, l.e 

end d in Selam unti l 
ihe daaih cf his faihar in 
1793. Dr . Pa ine then 
moved fo Worcester and 

A m e r i c a n Revo lu t ion 
purchased the house f rom 
the Paine fami ly in 1514, 
and today the house is the 
headquar te rs of the 
Cc'cnel Timothy Bigeiow 
Chapter of ihe DAR. 

The inier icr contains a 
numb er of original pieces 
of furni ture, including a 
table dating f rom the 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r 
period. The l ibrary and 
its collection are largely 
intact, and the slate and 
marble fireplaces have 
been restored f rom their 
painted condition by the 
Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

Ailhough the East side 
'aces Lincoln Street, the 
crigi.-al entrance was on 
the £-'.,ih side of ihe 
h?'jTS. At a iaier date the 
eniran:e v-as chancvd io 
the east s'de. Pc-i t lon^d 
s'lgi-;tly r^f ca ^'er, ihe 
c ' . j r . ay has an sl i i r t^c 
fan l i rh t a rd sid^!i^^lts. 

The Falne house is t wo 
and ore-half £lor;::S andj 
is covered with clapboardl 
pai.ntc-d red and has v.hi iej 
t r i m . 

I 
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The OatsMs Placed 
On Historic Sife List 
*"rhe Oaks," i n IfetoriC 

Timothy Paine boun «t 140 
Lincoln St., has b««n placed 
on the National Riegister of 
Historic Places. 

The Col. Timothjf Bigelow 
Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, 
which owns the house, was 
notified of the action by the 
Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, according to 
DAR member Mrs. Edward 
JD. Harrington Jr. 

Mrs. Harrington, who is 
also on the Historical Com­
mission, said the house's new 
status protects it from being 
torn down by eminent domain 

to make way for state or fed­
eral highways. She said the 
listing does not insure the 
house will Rot be taken, but 
makes provision for public 
hearings first. 

She said the house was 
threatened by one of the origi­
nal routes for 1-290. 

The house was built about 
1768 by Col. Timothy Paine, 
although some sections were 
built before the Revolutionary 
War. It was bought by the 
DAR chapter in 1914 and re­
stored. "Most of the things in 
the house belonged to the 
Paine family, including the li­
brary," said Mrs. Harrington. The Timothy Paine hoouse on Lincoln Street. 

Gazette Ptioto 



NR Data Sheet 
DATE: M • I G ' ^ ^ 

Reviewer INITIALS: ^ 0 | ^ ^ K V V I T ^ 

^ 0 
N A M E AS I T APPEARS I N FEDERAL REGISTER: ' ' ^ e U y ^ ^ v^Jl/TVU^jl Cu^ ^ ^ / v t A S f i 

OTHER KAftES: 6ki Dales Q>-<-

DOE 

L O C A T I O N : 

STRCET&NUMBER ) ' - \ 0 ^ V V t ^ - C w S ' J j J P ^ ' 

CITY TOWN 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
nA 

VICINITY OF 
COUNTY code 

O W N E R OF PROPERTYJ (Circle) c, PRIVATO) STATE LOCAL GOVT MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underlir.e) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAflE) : 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTHVIEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VJEST PACIFIC NORTHl'/EST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR 
Substeint ial ly i n t a c t - 1 

_ unknown - 4 
_ not applicable - 7 

EXTERIOR 
_Substant:ally intact-2 
unknovm .-5 

_ not appliceible - 8 

Em.'IF.ONS 
_ Substantially intact-3 
_. unknovm -5 
. Not appld cable-9 

.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0 

CONDITION-

ACCESS-

_ G O O 0 

_ F A I R 

_DETEHI0RATED 

_ R U I N S 

_ U N E X P 0 S E 0 

_t.'nexcavat<?'i 

_UNALTEREO 
ALTERED 

_ Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

X, O R I G I N A L SITE 

_ M 0 V E 0 

_Unkncwn 

Yes-restricted^ Yes-unrestricted No access 

historic district YES NO> 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES 

Unknovm 

NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES NO 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES ) NO Saved ? YES NO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use "fecabulary words) 

then- l^use. 

now- |f%\useui-vi 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

_JkGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

' f i r s t 

_C0NSERVAT10N 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

YES NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / ( k ) v ' t / p O l i t i c S —SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

-iaKJLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

oldes t - ' YES NO 

—SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPEOFY) 

only'-' 

entertainment 
—health 

recreation 
settlement 

— socio/cultural 
urban & comraun 

planning 

YES NO 







FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Roll 9 

4, Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

90-C 

1. Town Worcester 

140 Lincoln Street Address 

Name Timothy Paine House (The Oaks) 

P*resent use museum 

Present owner Timothy Bigelow Chptr. D.A.R. 

3. Description: 

Date 1774-1778 

Source see attached information 

Style timber-frame Colonial/Federalist alter 

arrions 
Architect unknown ( i f any) : 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features see attached National Registe: 

of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination 

Form 

Altered_ 

Moved 

yes 

no 

Date early 19th c. 

Date 

OTM 5, Lot size: 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

200' 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

Approximate distance of building from street  

114.0' f r o m L i n c o l n S t r e e t 

6, Recorded by see attached form 

Organization 

Date information prepared March 1976 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2^76) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places; 
see attached nomination form for historical background. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


