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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ottumwa Municipal Building is a three story U-shaped structure
seven bays long and five bays wide. Representative of the Renaissance
Revival Style popular in America from the 1880's to the 1930's,

this white limestone structure was designed by a U.S. Department of

the Treasury architect, James Knox Taylor, as a Post Office. Continuing
as a public facility, it has been used for city offices since 1964.

The Municipal Building rests on a slope to one side of a city park
across from another "federal" building, the Ottumwa Public Library.

It is part of a complex, the Ottumwa Center Project I, which calls

for the development and improvement of the park area and the street
which extends from the park to the Des Moines River, three blocks away.

Interesting exterior features of the Municipal Building are its green
tile hip roof, its rusticated first floor and the restrained classical
treatment of the facade. Stone dentils, paneling, medallions and Ionic
pilasters combine with small rectangular and large round-arched
openings.

While the exterior of the Municipal Building remains in its 1912
condition, the first and ground levels of the interior have been
renovated to accomodate the city offices. The floor plans of the

second and third floors have not been altered, however. Rooms still
extend off a central corridor. Interior finishings include a white marble
staircase with brass handrails, a green marble winscot, graceful
plaster vault arches, terrazzo floors and decorative glass light fixtures.
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Ottumwa Municipal Building derives its significance as an architect-
gned public building which,as a part of a 1975 city development

»will continue to be a vital part of the Ottumwa city government and.
scape.

gned in 1909 by James Knox Taylor, a U. S. Department of the Treasury
itect, and completed in 1912, this large-scale Renaissance Revival building

ds as a good Iowa example of that style as it was popular in the

ed States from the 1880's to the 1930's. It was used as a post

ce from 1912 to 1964, Recognizing the building's potential for adaptive
the city adapted the building for their use in 1965. As little of

the building has been altered it still is a major part of downtown Ottumwa.
Its proximity to the central park has resulted in its incorporation into
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city's plans for development of that park and the artery which connects
park to the nearby river. While much Ottumwa architecture is brick,
building have been built in either rough or dressed stone. The

e story Municipal building, then, is a fitting choice as a pivotal
ding in the new urban Ottumwa plan.

er design by the same architect produced the somewhat more monumental
laborate U.S. Post Office in Des Moines.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Bounded by Fourth, Court, Third streets and an alley, the Municipal
Building and its property comprises approximately one-half city
block or approximately one acre.
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James C. Taylor, Jr.

ORGANIZATION , DATE

James C. Taylor Adervtising Company May 12, 1975
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120 South Court Street : 515-684-4054
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Ottumwa Iowa
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Seryice.
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