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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Park Street District is conprised of the Ganary Burying Gound
and the structures surrounding it; the boundaries of the block are Park
Street, Beacon Street, ad Trenont Street. v buildings, already
National Hstoric Landnarks,are wthinthis District: the Chester ' e
Harrding House, 16 Beacon Street, 1808, and the Bostofi A henaeim 10O
Beacon Street, 1849, fromthe designs of Eoward CMt . The other struc-
tures range indate fromthe early Fed™ al period to the |ate nineteenth
century, reflecting the transfornmation of the district fromresidential
to conmercial use. Athough there are differences in the individual
details of the structures, there are striki n% simlarities inset back,
hei ght, scale, ad the textural quality of the brick ad stone facades.
The structuresl_g[jgw de a distinctive urban setting for the Boston Cornan
ad the Sate e, as well as create an architectural franework for
the Burying Gound. .

The Burying Gound and street pattern date fromthe colonial settle-
nent wen this area vas knomw for its crude pathways ad grim public
buildings. In 184 Charles Bulfinch re-laid Park Street %then(]entry
Street) and began his plan to transformthe area into an el egant resi-
dential section. Qe to four Park Street, "Park R conpleted in
1805, ves aprinary exanple of Bui finch's plan and concept of archi-
tectural uniformty.

- During the late 19th Gentury and early 20th Century, ten story com
nerical burldingsgradual |y replaced all but ore of the forner res-
idential structures on Beacon Street; however, these |ater buil di ngs
relate to the general character of the existing earlier elenents in
the i nmedi at e surroundi ngs.

MIGRHBEMENIS . PrP-s-- Rirjs” '
JT) Ganary Burying Gound, 115 Trenont Street
The Ganary Burying Gound i s atrapezoid shaped plot of land

encl osed by buildings on three sides; ah ornate iron fence on a granite
base extends across the open Trenont Street side. The public entrance
on Trenont Street has |arge Egyptian Revival granite gates designed by
Sl onon W\]ard in 1840. The central path |eads to the nost distinctive
visual feature, the obelisk over the Franklin Tonl, nade f.rcmdgranl te
uarried fromthe Bunker HIl Iedge. The obelisk, also designed by

onon Wllard in 1827, stands 2/ high axd bears abronze tablet wth
an |nscr|Et|on by Benjamn Franklin. Qher nonunents are those to
Sl , John Hancock, Janes (tis, Robert Treat Paine, and the
Boston Missacre victins. Towards the back of the burial ground are Paul
Revere's tonb and upgrlght stone narkers of countless other early
Bost oni ans.  Li nden @k trees planted circa 1825 throughout "the
grounds enhance the area. Approxinately seventeen hundred graves and
tw hundred tonfss exist withinthis burial ground.

(See continuation sheets. #1 &2)" Vo
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(2 Park Street Church, 119 Trenont Street _ _

- The Park Street Church was designed by Peter/Banner in 1809, inme-
diately after the toan Ganary was cleared fromthesite. This red-
brick church with wooden steeple i sinthe formof a NawEngland neeting
house. The nave extends along Park Street andis narked bytall round
headed w ndows set i nenbrasures which relate to the Palladi an w ndowabove
the nain entrance. The central entry on Park Street isflanked by two
boved vestibul es. The nost conmandi hg feature i s the woden Wen'type
steepl e which rises 217" above the ground. The steeple with classic
ornanent i s conposed of three pol ygonal belfrys, asmall pol ygonal

| antern, and spire.

(3) Arrory-'l'l cknor House, 910 Park Street. 22-22A Beacon Street

~ The /\nory-Ticknor House, built in1804, was originally alarge
brick Federal style nansion of four stories onthe corner of Park and
Beacon Streets. " The basic cube nass vas broken by three stories of
rectilinear shaped wndows and the characteristic square fourth story
wndows.  Abal ustrade over the sinpledentil cornice conceal ed the
roof. The promnent decorative feature of the front facade (Park Street)
consi sted of wought iron bal conies around the first and second story
w ndows. Two bay wndows set inslightly relieved archways were on each
side of the center Park Street entrance, which consisted of asem-
circular fanlight with side lights flanking the door. Extendi ng over
the entry was an Adamstyl e porch apﬁroache by curving stepswtha
light iron railing. 1n71812, a Geek Revival porch was constructed on
the Beacon Street facade to Indicate arecent division in ownership.

To date, alterations which occurred duri nﬁ the late 19thcentury

have remained. The ground floor level of both Beacon and Park Street
facades was changed the addition of projecting displai' w ndows,
leaving only the Park Street porch and steps. (%Jeen Jinme style oriels
were added tothethird andfourth story wndows of both facades. The
dentil cornice was replaced with a heavy iron cornice andonly a snall
section of the bal ustrade remai ns under an addition of three gabl e dor-
ners tothe Park Street roof.

NINDR HENENIS
16] Lhion AQub, 7 and 8 Park Street _ . S
These twored brick structure?, both five stories, were unitedin
18%6 by the architect Henry B BA'l toprovide the thion Qub with
|arger facilities. To date, th"structure apJ)ears asone, wth simlar
facade treatment on both units, seven bays wde intotal, with con-
tinuous wought iron bal conies on the upper stories. Distinction
between the twostructures canstill be observed at the roof line. A 7
Park Street, thefifth story wndows are set i nbrownstone posts and
capped a brownstone bal ustrade. Nuier 8 Park Street features a
front gabl e (constructed over two dorner wndows) on one side of the
(rjoof placed next to two dorners, which still exist fromthe original
esi gn.
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7. Description

(7) Claflin Building, 1820 Beacon Street A

This brownstone structure, designed by Wiliam G Prestonin 1883,
stands sixstories high. The second story wndows are set™into three
promnent round | enbrasures, between whi ch are two snal | copper
nedal lion portraits of Jan\/anlalke and Al brect Durer. Thethree mddle
stories have oriels flanking paired doubl e hung w ndows, while the final
story i s conprised of wndows set between brownstone posts.

(8) (Congregational Hbouse. 14 Beacon Street o .

This erght story red-brick, sandstone trim building was erectedin
1898 fromt he desi gns of Shepley. Rutan, and Gpolidge. The nain body of
the three bay structure i sorganized i nthree round headed enfrasures
which endwi th a stone bal ustrade over a bracketed stone cornice. Four
carved stone tablets at the second storey are bas-reliefs of scenes from
colonial history which illustrate fundanental principles of religion,
education, lawand worship.

7
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Park Street District issignificant as reflectin%)saplanky
Charles Bul finch toinprove the eastern outskirts of the Boston Canan
ad southern approach tothenewy constructed State House. By intro-
ducing the European system and standards of tom planni n%, he desi gned a
residential block of nine buildings wich conplinented the newState
House and conti ned two existing urban spaces: the Cirman and the
Ganary Burying Gound. Bi finch's plan was strictly adhered to since
he hel'd the post of Chief Selectnan which he used to support his archi-
tectural and design reconmendations. The result, an el egant avenue
lined wth Federal-style houses, initiated thetransfornation of the
entire surroundings. " Residents were sone of the nost respected | eaders
of the 19th century, such as: Governor Chri stopher %'e Gvernor Hry
Joseph Gardner; Peter Chardon Brooks; Gaorge(}a%)9 vel Dexter. The
Park Street Church designed by Peter Banner in 1809 solidifiedthe
bl ock. 'IT.." zZAi&mii*J 'losz-c qa petf-. VA L - djairA

To date, only the Church and the Anory-Ticknor house, 9 Park
Street, reman fromthe original devel opnent; yet the principal elenents
of design set b{ Bul finch canstill be recognized. The later buildings
vhi ch repl aced the Federal style forbearers have been desi %ned to respect
the two original structuresl|ocated on each corner. Acontinuity is
existant due tosimlarity in set back, material, height, and scale.
The arrangenent provides a distinguishedarchitectural frane for the
eastern section of the CGrman border of the Ganary Burying G ound,
the church wth its conmand ng steeple still narks the well-known
Brinstone Grner fromnany other parts of Boston. The nain feature of
this district lies in its unquestionable grace and dignity appropriate
for the environnent around the Sate House.

18/

(See continuation sheets #3 &4)
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esnin-i-etitNies) 8. Significance
HHENENS

TD Ganary Burying Gound, 83-115 Trenont Street

The Ganary Burying Gound was established in 1660 when the King's
Chapel Burial Gound” becane over-crowded. First called the South Burral
Gound, its subse%lrjent nene vas derived fromits geographic |ocation
next tothe town Ganary which stood onthe site of the Park Street
Church, Wthin this cenetery are the renains of nore distinguished
Bostonians of the Colonial era than'j?ny other burial ground inthe city.

t the nost erptnent buried here aé.  Peter Fan®il, Uiah Cutting,
Robert Treat Pairje, Paul Revere, John Hancock, Benjamn Franklin's
parents, and thevictins of the Boston Missacre.

The desi gns carved on the naj or nonunents, as well as those on t he
slate nmarkers of the ordinary citizens, are excellent exanples of earIK
I\?NEngI and gravestones and provide anillustrated history of this fol
rt,

() Park Street Church. 119 Trenont Street
In the colonial settlenment, thelot of the Park Street Church was

occupi ed by the town G'anaré, arepository of grain for the poor and
needy, located next tothe Ganary Burying Gound. Its denolitionin
1809 Prow ded anpl e space for the newy founded Park Street Church
Society's newneeting house. The resultant red-brick churchwith its
raceful steeple remains atribute toits English architect, Peter

ner, and hi sada?t ation of a Chri stopher/Wen desi gn. The delicately
carved capitals of the steeple are the handiwork of Sol onon Wl ard,
architect of the Bunker Hill Mnunent. o o
~ The church has long been associated with inportant civic, educa
tional, and social issues. During the Ve of 1812, brinstone, usedin
naki ng gun powder, vas stored i nthe crypt which |ead tothe nane
"Brinstone Gorner" for this locality. {(However, Boston legend attri-
butes theorigin of "Brinstone Qorner" tothe fervid doctrines preached
within the church). [n1829, Wlliam Lloyd Garrison gave his first _
abolitionist address i nBoston here. Ny wel | -known societies reflecting
inportant social novenents weare founded i nthis church: in 1815 the
Handel and I-af/diln Soci etjf Boston; in 1824, the Prison Diseipline
Society; in 1826, the Awerican Tenperance Society; in 1839, the fpitna®
Rescue League.

(3)  Anmory-Ticknor House, 9-10 Park Street and 22-22A Beacon Street

The Anory-Ti cknor house was the first house on Park Street erected
fromthe plans of Charles Bulfinch in 1804 Designed for Thonm Aory,
Esq., aBoston Merchant, it was referred to as Anmr?/s Fol | y" because
of its unusual size and pretentiousness. Financial [osses forced Thonas
Ary to dispose of the dwelllng? soon after its conpletion and the house
was divided Into twounits todefer expenses. t he nany notabl e
occupants 1 George Tioknor's residency 1 nthe easterly portion i s best
known. M. Ticknor, the author of "Hstory of Spanish Literature" and a
founder of the Boston Public Library, renained there from21830to 1871

fab)
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8. Significance

NINDR HENENIS
16] Wiion Qub, 7 and 8 Park Street , o

~The exact date and architect of these two red brick buildings
remai n unknown. The estate at 8 Park Street was best known i nthe 19th
century as the residence of the Honorabl e Abbott Law ence, whose famly
[ﬁnaj nad tt)here from1836t 0 1863, wen the property was leased to the

i on_d ub.

The original pro ert&)and_ subsequent estate at 7 Park Street was
owed by financier John GDe since 1803. 1n 189, after a succession of
promnent owers, 7 Park™ Street was purchased by the thion Qub and
mened with 8 Park Street. The Lthion dub was established in 1863 b%/
orner nenters of the Sonerset dub wo were politically atho®ent of the ;»
criticism of President Lincoln and his abolition policy.
(7) Claflin Building, 18 20 Beacon Street .
" The structure was designed by Wlliam Preston i n 1883 for Governor
Wlliam Caflirf, Governor of Missachusetts between 1869 and 1872. _
During hislifetime (1818-1905) he was identified with “phi I ant hropi ¢
novenent s and educational institutions including Boston Universityand
Vel | esl ey Col | ege.

(8) Qongregational House, 14 Beacon Street .

. The Congregational House was desi gned by Shepl ey, Rutan, and Cool i dge
in 18981t 0 neet the _exPandl ng spatial requirenents of the Anerican
Qongregat i onal Association. The Association was founded in 1853 to

ather within one building all the Congregational societies locatedin
|.tstontandal so toestablish alibrary toprotect theoriginal Puritan
iterature.

GPO 921.724
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Granary Burying Ground 5. Boston A henaeum
Park Street Church 6. thion Qub
Amory-Ticknor House Z- Claflin Building
Chester Harding House S- (ongregational House
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