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The Park Street District is comprised of the Granary Burying Ground 
and the structures surrounding it; the boundaries of the block are Park 
Street, Beacon Street, and Tremont Street. Two buildings, already 
National Historic Landmarks,are within this District: the Chester ' •• 
Harding House, 16 Beacon Street, 1808, and the Bostofi Athenaeim, lOh 
Beacon Street, 1849, from the designs of Edward C^t. The other struc­
tures range in date from the early Fed̂ 'al period to the late nineteenth 
century, reflecting the transformation of the district from residential 
to commercial use. Although there are differences in the individual 
details of the structures, there are striking similarities in set back, 
height, scale, and the textural quality of the brick and stone facades. 
The structures provide a distinctive urban setting for the Boston Common 
and the State House, as well as create an architectural framework for 
the Burying Ground. 

The Burying Ground and street pattern date from the colonial settle­
ment when this area was known for its crude pathways and grim public 
buildings. In 1804 Charles Bulfinch re-laid Park Street (then Centry 
Street) and began his plan to transform the area into an elegant resi­
dential section. One to four Park Street, "Park Row" completed in 
1805, was a primary example of Bui finch's plan and concept of archi­
tectural uniformity. 

During the late 19th Century and early 20th Century, ten story com-
merical buildings gradually replaced all but one of the former res­
idential structures on Beacon Street; however, these later buildings 
relate to the general character of the existing earlier elements in 
the immediate surroundings. 

MAJOR ELEMENTS . PrP-s-- Rm'-js'̂  '  
JT) Granary Burying Ground, 83-115 Tremont Street 

The Granary Burying Ground is a trapezoid shaped plot of land 
enclosed by buildings on three sides; an ornate iron fence on a granite 
base extends across the open Tremont Street side. The public entrance 
on Tremont Street has large Egyptian Revival granite gates designed by 
Solomon Wi\]ard in 1840. The central path leads to the most distinctive 
visual feature, the obelisk over the Franklin Tomb, made from granite 
quarried from the Bunker Hill ledge. The obelisk, also designed by 
Solomon Willard in 1827, stands 27' high and bears a bronze tablet with 
an inscription by Benjamin Franklin. Other monuments are those to 
Samuel Adams, John Hancock, James Otis, Robert Treat Paine, and the 
Boston Massacre victims. Towards the back of the burial ground are Paul 
Revere's tomb and upright stone markers of countless other early 
Bostonians. Linden and Oak trees planted circa 1825 throughout the 
grounds enhance the area. Approximately seventeen hundred graves and 
two hundred tombs exist within this burial ground. 

(See continuation sheets. #1 & 2)̂  , , 
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(2) Park Street Church, 119 Tremont Street 
The Park Street Church was designed by Peter/Banner in 1809, imme­

diately after the town Granary was cleared from the site. This red­
brick church with wooden steeple is in the form of a New England meeting 
house. The nave extends along Park Street and is marked by tall round 
headed windows set in embrasures which relate to the Palladian window above 
the main entrance. The central entry on Park Street is flanked by two 
bowed vestibules. The most commanding feature is the wooden Wren type 
steeple which rises 217' above the ground. The steeple with classic 
ornament is composed of three polygonal belfrys, a small polygonal 
lantern, and spire. 

(3) Amory-Ticknor House, 9-10 Park Street. 22-22A Beacon Street 
The /\mory-Ticknor House, built in 1804, was originally a large 

brick Federal style mansion of four stories on the corner of Park and 
Beacon Streets. The basic cube mass was broken by three stories of 
rectilinear shaped windows and the characteristic square fourth story 
windows. A balustrade over the simple dentil cornice concealed the 
roof. The prominent decorative feature of the front facade (Park Street) 
consisted of wrought iron balconies around the first and second story 
windows. Two bay windows set in slightly relieved archways were on each 
side of the center Park Street entrance, which consisted of a semi­
circular fan light with side lights flanking the door. Extending over 
the entry was an Adam-style porch approached by curving steps with a 
light iron railing. In 1812, a Greek Revival porch was constructed on 
the Beacon Street facade to indicate a recent division in ownership. 

To date, alterations which occurred during the late 19th century 
have remained. The ground floor level of both Beacon and Park Street 
facades was changed by the addition of projecting displai' windows, 
leaving only the Park Street porch and steps. Queen Jlmne style oriels 
were added to the third and fourth story windows of both facades. The 
dentil cornice was replaced with a heavy iron cornice and only a small 
section of the balustrade remains under an addition of three gable dor­
mers to the Park Street roof. 

MINOR ELEMENTS 
16] Union Club, 7 and 8 Park Street 

These two red brick structure?, both five stories, were united in 
1896 by the architect Henry B. Bâ l'l to provide the Union Club with 
larger facilities. To date, th^structure appears as one, with similar 
facade treatment on both units, seven bays wide in total, with con­
tinuous wrought iron balconies on the upper stories. Distinction 
between the two structures can s t i l l be observed at the roof line. At 7 
Park Street, the f i f t h story windows are set in brownstone posts and 
capped by a brownstone balustrade. Number 8 Park Street features a 
front gable (constructed over two dormer windows) on one side of the 
roof placed next to two dormers, which s t i l l exist from the original 
design. 

GPO 921 .724 
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7. Description 

(7) Claflin Building, 18-20 Beacon Street ^ 
This brownstone structure, designed by William G. Preston in 1883, 

stands six stories high. The second story windows are set^'into three 
prominent round headed embrasures, between which are two small copper 
medallion portraits of Jan Van Eyke and Albrect Durer. The three middle 
stories have oriels flanking paired double hung windows, while the final 
story is comprised of windows set between brownstone posts. 

(8) Congregational House. 14 Beacon Street 
This eight story red-brick, sandstone trim building was erected in 

1898 from the designs of Shepley. Rutan, and Cpolidge. The main body of 
the three bay structure is organized in three round headed embrasures 
which end with a stone balustrade over a bracketed stone cornice. Four 
carved stone tablets at the second storey are bas-reliefs of scenes from 
colonial history which illustrate fundamental principles of religion, 
education, law and worship. 
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The Park Street District is significant as reflecting a plan by 
Charles Bulfinch to improve the eastern outskirts of the Boston Common 
and southern approach to the newly constructed State House. By intro­
ducing the European system and standards of town planning, he designed a 
residential block of nine buildings which complimented the new State 
House and combined two existing urban spaces: the Common and the 
Granary Burying Ground. Bui finch's plan was strictly adhered to since 
he held the post of Chief Selectman which he used to support his archi­
tectural and design recommendations. The result, an elegant avenue 
lined with Federal-style houses, initiated the transformation of the 
entire surroundings. Residents were some of the most respected leaders 
of the 19th century, such as: Governor Christopher Ggi'e; Governor Henry 
Joseph Gardner; Peter Chardon Brooks; George CabQt; Samuel Dexter. The 
Park Street Church designed by Peter Banner in 1809 solidified the 
block. 'IT;.:.' zAi&miî .i 'losz-jc -ia* j>>-tf-.. v̂ i'v . -.•ijor̂firA 

To date, only the Church and the Armory-Ticknor house, 9 Park 
Street, remain from the original development; yet the principal elements 
of design set by Bulfinch can still be recognized. The later buildings 
which replaced the Federal style forbearers have been designed to respect 
the two original structures located on each corner. A continuity is 
existant due to similarity in set back, material, height, and scale. 
The arrangement provides a distinguished architectural frame for the 
eastern section of the Common and border of the Granary Burying Ground; 
the church with its commanding steeple still marks the well-known 
Brimstone Corner from many other parts of Boston. The main feature of 
this district lies in its unquestionable grace and dignity appropriate 
for the environment around the State House. 

18/ 
(See continuation sheets #3 & 4) . 

APR 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1. Annual Report, 38th; American Congregational Association, Historical 
Sketch of its Organization, Thomas Todd, Boston, 1899. 

2. Boston Building Department Records. 
3. Boston Cemetery Department; Historical Sketch and Matters Appertaining 

to the Granary Burial Ground. Boston. 1903. 
City of Boston, Real Property Department, Engineering Division, 
Map K25-26, Granary Burying Ground. 
Codman, Ogden; Gravestone Inscriptions and Records of Tomb Burials in 
the Granary Burying Ground. Boston, Salem: Essex Institute, 1918. 
(see continuation sheet #5) 

4. 

to, OEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEF I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E LOCATING THE P R O ° F R T Y 

CORNER 

NW 

NE 

SE 

_SiL. 

L A T I T U DE 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H u C t N T E . R P O I N T O F A P K O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 
O < . 

42 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

21 26.482 71 03 44.352 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: j. L . ^ 'l -.̂  

——• less than two—.^^TfUl'a'^s. 
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C pjO N^T>(j:.eOLIW I3X Rl^« 

STATE: ^ I CODE I COUNTY ~ / •!. • ^ ^ ' 

|:p^ >ORM PREPARED BY 

C O U N T Y : / 
APR 3 1974 

MATIONAL j^j 

C O U N T Y : 

REGISTER^/; 

(Al 

O 

6̂  

O 

m 

z 
«/> 
H 

C 

n 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Elizabeth Amadon, Survey Director by Boston Landmarks Commission 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts Historical Commission February, 1974 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE LlAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFICAtlON 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 1IZ5" 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recotnmended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State ^ Local • 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. • . .̂ 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Name 

D j t e £ 
Hoiolrable John F.X.Davoren 

Secsifetary o f the Commonwealth 

ATTEST: 

Ti t 
airman/MasaachusGtts I l i a t o r i c a l 

Date 

Commission 

-3 
teeper 

vn Date 

G P O 9 3 1 - 8 9 4 



(July 1969) \..- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL 

Park Street D i s t r i c t 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

^9/4 NiJWpNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

(Num, 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

., . , » , (Continuation Sheet)" 

•^ Tg^ -
•snin-tii-etit̂ ies) 8. Significance 

STATE 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffo lk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

MAJOR ELEMENTS 
TD Granary B'urying Ground, 83-115 Tremont Street 

The Granary Burying Ground was established in 1660 when the King's 
Chapel Burial Ground became over-crowded. First called the South Burial 
Ground, its subsequent name was derived from its geographic location 
next to the town Granary which stood on the site of the Park Street 
Church. Within this cemetery are the remains of more distinguished 
Bostonians of the Colonial era than'ĵ ny other burial ground in the city. 
Amongst the most erp̂ nent buried here are: Peter Fan^il, Uriah Cutting, 
Robert Treat Pairje, Paul Revere, John Hancock, Benjamin Franklin's 
parents, and the victims of the Boston Massacre. 

The designs carved on the major monuments, as well as those on the 
slate markers of the ordinary citizens, are excellent examples of early 
New England gravestones and provide an illustrated history of this folk 
art. 

(2) Park Street Church. 119 Tremont Street 
In the colonial settlement, the lot of the Park Street Church was 

occupied by the town Granary, a repository of grain for the poor and 
needy, located next to the Granary Burying Ground. Its demolition in 
1809 provided ample space for the newly founded Park Street Church 
Society's new meeting house. The resultant red-brick church with its 
graceful steeple remains a tribute to its English architect, Peter 
Banner, and his adaptation of a Christopher/Wren design. The delicately 
carved capitals of the steeple are the handiwork of Solomon Willard, 
architect of the Bunker Hill Monument. 

The church has long been associated with important civic, educa­
tional, and social issues. During the War of 1812, brimstone, used in 
making gun powder, was stored in the crypt which lead to the name 
"Brimstone Corner" for this locality. (However, Boston legend att r i ­
butes the origin of "Brimstone Corner" to the fervid doctrines preached 
within the church). In 1829, William Lloyd Garrison gave his first 
abolitionist address in Boston here. Many well-known societies reflecting 
important social movements w,6re founded in this church: in 1815, the 
Handel and Haydjin Societj^f Boston; in 1824, the Prison Diseipline 
Society; in 1826, the American Temperance Society; in 1889, the fpitna^ 
Rescue League. 

(3) Amory-Ticknor House, 9-10 Park Street and 22-22A Beacon Street 
The Amory-Ticknor house was the first house on Park Street erected 

from the plans of Charles Bulfinch in 1804. Designed for Thom^ Amory, 
Esq., a Boston Merchant, i t was referred to as "Amory's Folly" because 
of its unusual size and pretentiousness. Financial losses forced Thomas 
Amory to dispose of the dwelling soon after its completion and the house 
was divided into two units to defer expenses. Among the many notable 
occupants 1 George Tioknor's residency in the easterly portion is best 
known. Mr. Ticknor, the author of "History of Spanish Literature" and a 
founder of the Boston Public Library, remained there from 1830 to 1871. 
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8. Significance  

MINOR ELEMENTS 
16] Union Club, 7 and 8 Park Street 

The exact date and architect of these two red brick buildings 
remain unknown. The estate at 8 Park Street was best known in the 19th 
century as the residence of the Honorable Abbott Lawrence, whose family 
remained there from 1836 to 1863, when the property was leased to the 
Union Club. 

The original property and subsequent estate at 7 Park Street was 
owned by financier John GOre since 1803. In 1896, after a succession of 
prominent owners, 7 Park̂ 'Street was purchased by the Union Club and 
joined with 8 Park Street. The Union Club was established in 1863 by 
former members of the Somerset Club who were politically aOhô ent of the ;̂  
criticism of President Lincoln and his abolition policy. 
(7) Claflin Building, 18-20 Beacon Street 

The structure was designed by William Preston in 1883 for Governor 
William Claflirf, Governor of Massachusetts between 1869 and 1872. 
During his lifetime (1818-1905) he was identified with many philanthropic 
movements and educational institutions including Boston University and 
Wellesley College. 

(8) Congregational House, 14 Beacon Street 
The Congregational House was designed by Shepley, Rutan, and Coolidge 

in 1898 to meet the expanding spatial requirements of the American 
Congregational Association. The Association was founded in 1853 to 
gather within one building all the Congregational societies located in 
Boston and also to establish a library to protect the original Puritan 
literature. 
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