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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Hatgue River Valley Battle Site is located on the W central 
coast immediately S of Asan Point on USGS Agana Quadrangle Map (1968). 
The Matgue River forms the boundary line between Piti and Asan Munici­ 
palities. The battle site area is S of Marine Drive and may be reached 
by driving to the paved roads E of the Matgue River and S of the U.S. 
Naval Hospital Annex which enter the site area. The condition of the 
site at the time of the battle is generally unknown although the source 
material mentions heavy undergrowth and caves as being present. No 
remains of the battle exist today except for a few caves dug into the 
sides of the Matgue River Valley. Several have been destroyed for road- 
building for the Nimitz Hill Estates housing development located at the 
southern end of the battle area.
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Socio Construction C. P.O. Box 8319, Tamuning, Guam 96911 

Oason Guam Inc. P.O. Box 8013 9 Tamuning, Guam 96911 
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Jose S.N. Fejerang (deceased) Administrator, Jesus C. Garcia 
C/0 Asan Commissioner's Office, Asan Guam
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Washington, D.C.
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On July 21, 1944, the 9th U.S. Marine Regiment fought through the 
river valley after landing at Asan Beach finding many Japanese in shallow 
caves in the valley. They crossed a small bridge still in existence and 
penetrated the area to the W of Asan Point. The 21st Regiment and the 
9th Regiment linked up beyond the headwaters of the river by July 23, 1944 
On the night of July 25-26, one^awi of the Japanese general counterattack 
came down the Matgue River Valley. The 3rd Battalion of the 18th Regiment 
(Japanese) made their way down this valley and attacked Marine .positions 
SE of Asan Point. In conjunction with the 2nd Battalion, 18th Regiment, 
they attacked the U.S. Marines and their tanks parked on the left bank of 
the Asan River, hoping to relieve the defenders of Asan Point and cut off 
the U.S. 9th Marine Regiment, then in the Piti area. Their attack, al­ 
though severe, was beaten off with heavy casualties to the Japanese.

The counterattacks in the ni-ght of July 25-26, one of which came down 
the Matgue River Valley, were the turning point in the battle of Guam. 
After the failure of the attacks General Takeshina ordered a general re­ 
treat to the N. The Japanese had suffered an estimated 3500 casualties 
in the attacks and 90 percent of their officers who led the attacks were 
killed. As an integral part of the stratgey for the recapture of Guam, 
the Matgue River Valley played a crucial part in these decisive battles. 
It represents an important area in the Asan Invasion area as well as in 
the WWII battle sites on the island of Guam.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
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e

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 13° 28' 09-N I44> 42- 14   
NE 1|° 28- 08-N 144* 42   ^0    
SE 13° 27- 43-N 144« 42 . 23 £ 
sw 13 0 27. 42. N 144, 42 . 11 £
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forth by the National Park Service/ The recommended 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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