FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Olthe Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

cm 5

(over)

no NIXEOMN

In Area no. Form no.
117-A-1

- Town WnrnP.qt.Pr

Address 25 Union Street

Name Salisbury Factory Building-25
Union Street
Present use Factory & restaurant

Present owner A . J. Realty Co.
90 Grove Street, Worc.

Description:
Date 1879
Source date placque

Style elements of Victorian finth-in
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabricred brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features sand.sthn.e string nnurspg
& window trim; placque bearing initials
"S.S."; parapet with stepped central

section.

sash(4th storey)

Altered elevator shaft . Date 1978-79
i added

Moved no ' Date
Assessors' Book 2, p. 1,

Lot size: 3176 sq.ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 125*

Approximate distance of building from street

yA

Hecorded by s. Ceccacci. S. Lee
& B.R. Pfeiffer
Organization WHFS

Date revised March 1979



7. Original owner (if known) St ephen Salisbury [

10.

Original use Factory

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Sane  (restaurant added 1Qr6)

Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abor i gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Educati on . Religion
Architectural X Expl oration/ Sci encel/

The Arts settlement ' invention
Conmmrer ce ZHHI  Industry X Soci al /

Cohi muni cation * Mlitary humani tari an
Conmmuni ty devel opnent X Political Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanation of t hemes checked above)

#5 Union Street is a five-storey brick factory building of rectangular plan
(5" X 135") with its facade (west) on Union Street. Bearing sinple trim the
facade displays Victorian Gothic elenments in itsbuff sandstone string courses,
corbel ling, parapet andbracketed entry hood. Side walls of the buildingare
unor narment ed and have evenly spaced w ndows of 9/9 sash set in brick surrounds
with arched heads. Alterations tothe building consist of abrick elevator
shaft (north wall), nodern sigle-pane sash (fourth storey) anda minor five-
storey addition (south-east corner) allbuilt in 1978-1979

The building was one of three factories built by Stephen Salisbury |11 between
1876 and 1879 on the site of the Court Mi|ls which had been built by his father,
Stephen Salishury 11, between 1829 and 1832.  The Court M Ils were the first

factories in Wrcester which |eased |oft space and provi ded power to small nan-
ufacturers. The success pf the system of ownership, which freed small conpani es
fromthe expense of property ownership, set the pattern of Worcester's industrial
devel opnent, a devel opment dom nated tiyrmany small firms based ontheir founders'
inventions. Throughout the nineteenth century the Salisbury famly played a
major role inthe city' s industrial devel opment by building factories t o accommo-
date the city's growing industry. #25 Union Street was built by Stephen Salis-
bury I'I'l for the use of the Minroe O gan Reed Gonpany whi ch occupi ed the building
from Decenber of 1879 until 1889. During the 1890s the factory was occupied

the firmof' Porter & Gardner, |ast manufacturers. In 1903 the building was sold
by Salisbury and has since been occupied by a succession of sraall firns,

1

(cont.)

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as |ocal histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Plunber & Sanitary Engineer. Vol. I, 9/15/1879, p. 333 (building notice)
Wrcester Colunbian Tribute, p. 16,

Worcester |llustrated Business Quide (1881) p. 110,
Washburn, C Industrial V/orcester. p. 194.



I NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET CeuDiiLinity: Form No:

MSSACHISETTS H STCR CAL GOMSS ON Worcester

Office of the Secretary, Boston 117-A-I

Property Name Salisbury

I ndicate each itemon inventory formvAidi is being continued bel ow

%

The Munroe O gan Reed Gonpany was est ablishedi ni860 and incorporatedi nl869
when i t enployed ten nen and occupied one half of a floor at #23-25 Hernan Street,
near the Junction Shop. Inprovenents i norgan reed design were patented by the
corrr)any and ledtoits gradual expansion inthe early 18/0s. During the | ast
halt of the |870s, the conpany experienced rapid growth, based i npart on the
addition of new products including keyboards ("inlvory and Celluloid" , bellows
cloth, "Springs of every description") and "Sop Knobs". By 1881 the Minroe

QO gan Reed Gonpany enpl oyed two hundred worknen at 25 Union Street and had nanu-
factured nore than 25,000,000 "Minroe Patent Qgan Reeds". |Inaddition, the
firm produced 35,000 "Orguinettes” annual ly for the Mechanical Orguinette Gom
Bany of Nw York. 1889, changes i npublic taste had |edto a decline in
usiness and the di shandment of the firm

Staple to Inventory form at bott gy,



PIOPEMtY |5 imaxdurtur A uibth . Euas-iAn fU-»

TECHNICAL ) CONTROL
Phntnc A8 3 /3

Maps 9-; io**

.".*«_'*/\/\/\/\'/\'/\

"o IAN NS WY AN _-£*c.eth HISTORIAN
N &YMONCAKAN- [SNLfA NAfUyutd y: > YAYoE Ay A y*AALYCCsyCI* AN YI"AUA [/ Zclx™?
QX<MynyAAC.*y>UJU « Vi< yyyMaUyA< AUUtAN -0*XceAN.c<f>W  Jvwevn nityve® cMAYYdiiy-'
NAAUY/ NS YN O'oL Ay yAN  M2~Xyal AyCh LYYy YruaYysC ooy MYCAN
ylyAyjCJAAeL ftr AJAyiir™ yXy”N yLYkIUyLy -*i?

>f/\»Jt*; /\yxl\yuAyy/\ | ./\/\

AHAN)-A >N AN ANCAN MM ANMMARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

YLHM"AATACIAN - £>MALIL AYAIYMAL

<f-. FAKA-Vj (AL Ty MMYjiuy=r g h he  glil'Ubnzl  AAGYIQiYW A ApuUciaULP
Yy Ay

N ARCHEOLOGIST

/\/\C NN /\VWl S4/\Q | 1
IUIfFA5 & YAYAs Au MEIATN AY'ASW [i>AN 2> {A"rAY" AAN/e/A AMNAS A OTHE
mMkS  Afi MYy WA A NS ES ry fAMANfy AN mmOJ& Bly: A/(FACAAJ36.

AUPIMY IKOYPY  fi/rA AJIA" efiAAAMO

SYMANOY PP glyiAj/PACAIIN 10 yC"OiaAf
rfiyPIAIAN CyfYMYY  //Myix ;855va«i/ pl<y™EN(M D m yYulyASP" YAAALy™iAu;

ZAWi
JTAEAN CNYSAJIPAAPA  AMWMYAAZ L, YAPA  [MAAN AAST AYNMAY AlAcTeylY
NI MAce ANSAIIP YA LNY PAANANRA mAMPIHU(fI . Aty A UYAYIAK HAER
Ny A NCEITS A X MS |V CAAP ATESAN'A 2/[/4M5MNA>dr
ANMFR]TAT YAPAtAN TP A DAAAANANY fEAN AN Inventory
A JI(.-CA)P-1}- YYEMYIPASTYiiA YM — [{?ebb' U Review
/30  -jt™~ PD6f jucfY urn (oTNMMA. [po/pO(McAal~elAurY
N N N N N N
W t T T /
I“r YiYJAe/iY- n/? A PI<. m JAA
\ AN AgAn/\AJAA i/\/\/\'AAA'/\ NNNNN_N
BRANCH CHIEF ifds
NKuo? i02,-L_-3 Nt A

(J>-Ay<ishyr~n

Ss/<An CifdIMSI-v-j~ ~(/sy'je, ' crul-C( He ac/<-">- >vch -/ NeeXryj KEEPER

(jLtya-y~ IyMCKA,. dLyL(ix"U'<sy? td /tb' (2O 'H (crj(A<LA(Y\yr(rran~n Ay *\/ AN} Cttfj A

N

MAD c ..
Nat i O Regi ster Wite-u Send- back 1 Entered N80
Feder Reglgst er Entry P Re- submt ¥

Lhited Sates Departnent of the Interior - Heritage Qonservation and Recreation Service









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



