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The two story with high basement Hyde County Courthouse, built in 1911, is rectangular 
in shape and occupies the center of an entire block just south of downtown Highmore. 
It uses a light gray stock of Indiana limestone from the Bedford district. The found 
ation and high basement uses sandstone from Burke's Quarry in Hot Springs, South Dako 
ta. The building projects outward slightly at the center of each facade; pilasters 
are utilized to create this affect.

The architectural firm called the Black Hills Company of Deadwood designed the build 
ing in a Neo-classic Revival manner with some Renaissance elements. The front facade 
displays two unfluted, round Doric columns and two square shaped supports; these appear 
at the central axis and support a pediment. Carved in the tympanum are "1911 - Hyde 
County." The cornice has modi 11 ions throughout and an attic appears above.

Most of the windows were redone with panels in the upper half in 1968 and 1969. The 
rectangular fenestrations are symmetrically placed on the courthouse and utilize flat 
topped and lugsill surrounds. These openings have multiple sashes and are double hung. 
Only the central window on the second floor of the west (front) facade varies; it is 
of thej2alladic0v type. The front entry now has modern metal doors with a transom and 
pediment above. Two small vertical rectangualr windows flank each side of the entrance, 
A small concrete block entry was added to the rear in 1972.

The courthouse interior is equally as preserved as the exterior with only minor changes, 
Some of the features include Ionic pillars, maple wood and ceramic tiled floors, red 
oak trim, copper railings and a wired art glass dome with a copper covered exterior. 
This feature can not be seen from the street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally the Hyde County Courthouse is one of the more important buildings for 
the region. It also provides the state with a good and relatively unchanged example 
of Neo-classic Revival architecture. This type of design was quite popular during the 
early twentieth century, therefore the structure also shows the architectural trends 
in the state.

A second significance is of course that the building has been the center for county 
government since 1911. Over the years various events that shaped the history of the 
county occured within its walls.

This courthouse was designed by the Black Hills Company of Deadwood. After a seventy 
thousand dollar bond issue was passed the Gray Construction Company received the con 
tract for construction. Over the years the structure has continued to serve the public, 
and it should be placed on the National Register.
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