Form No. 10-300 , \O-i

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NPS USE OMLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF ffISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM

DATE ENTERED

RECEIVEO|?;r. . :l%

M 18 196

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

| NAME
HISTORIC  The Castle V

AND/OR COMMON
/ Round House (preferred)

[LOCATION

STREETS. NUMBER 53 Wannalancit Street

-NOT FOR PUBUCATION

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Fifth
COUNTY CODE
Middlesex 017
PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT —REUGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY —OTHER:

ST

MassachusRI-1-c! 01854

CITY, TOWN
Lowell VICINITY OF
STATE CODE
M assachusetts 025
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
_DISTRICT —PUBLIC 2LOCCUPIED
?LBUILDING(S) APRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED
ANO
[OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Thomas B. and Fran M. Dowling
STREETS. NUMBER
58 Wannal ancit Street
CITY. TOWN
Lowell VICINITY OF
OLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, Middlesex County (North District) Registry of Deeds
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC.
STREET & NUMBER N
360 Gorham Street
CITY. TOWN

Lowell

Q REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

STATE
M assachusetts

TITLE Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth

DATE
1975

WA
DERFOSTORY FOR
URVEY RECORDS M assachusetts Historical Commission

CITY, TOWN
Boston

A STATE —COUNTY —L OCAL
—FEDERAL

STATE
M assachusetts 02108



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
2LEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X.UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE
— FAR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND R A NAL (IF KNO/AY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Situated near the topof a small hill less than one-half mle fromtheMerrinac
River, this mansard house i s coomonly called the "Round House" or "The Castle "
because of its unique design. The five-story house was built i n 1872 by Jonathan
Bowers, an industrialist and owner of a local pleasure resort. | twas construc-
ted of granite from Bowers' own quarry i n Tyngsboro and cost $30, 000.

The Round House i sforty feet i ndiameter and it swalls are eighteen inches thick.
Each of thefirst three floors have eleven foot ceiling heights with a two-foot
depth of floor construction. The fourth floor attic i snine feet high and topped
with a cupol a.

The house i s set back from Wannal ancit Street about thirty feet. The driveway
approach i sintroduced by a granite wall standing four feet high. Echoing the
roundness of the house, the two sections of thewall curve inward at the entrance
to thedrive and are accented at both ends by a round granite colum five feet
high which i stopped with a flat, round granite slab.

The baserent floor of the house i smarked by a projecting belt course, andthe

wi ndows are rectangul ar and plain. The main entrance on the first floor consists
of a one-story, flat-topped porch extending fromthe round core toward Wannal ancit
Street. Seven steps lead through a large arch to the double front doors. nthe
opposite side of thebuilding i s another extension which probably served as the
pantry. One-story high with a flat roof, i tcontains three small arched w ndows
and an arched doorway. The first floor has five segmental arched windows. nthe
south side of the house i s a two-story rounded bay w ndow.

The second story windows are arched, and an oriel w ndow projects fromthe north

side. The third floor i sinthe steep section of the mansard which i s covered

with fish-scale shingles. The openings on thethird floor consist of eight dormers
Vwith arched windows recessed beneath pediments. The fourthfloor islocated i n the

hi pped portion of the roof section and has no wi ndows.

The house i stopped by a large wal k-around cupola flanked on two sides by round
granite chimeys. The hi proof reaches it sapex i na round metal post which cones
to aball-like peak. The round cupola i sconstructed of wood and contains fourteen
narrow rectangul ar wi ndows.

Oh theinterior thefirst floor i snmade up of si xroons and an hour gl ass shaped
hall. The round dining room measuring fourteenfeet i ndiameter, i sfinished with
enbossed |eather on thewalls and ceiling. The living room fifteen feet by twenty-
five feet, i soval. Al l of thewodwrk was cut and nol ded by carpenters from
Bowers' own mill. The second floor contains living quarters; thethird themid's
room hilliard room and ballroom the fourth an attic; and the fifth the cupola.

In the center of the house i s a wooden spiral staircase which leads fromthe first
floor tothe cupola.

The property of the house i s finished of f by a five-foot high wooden fence running
the length of the back boundary. About twenty feet fromthe back of the house i sa
wooden shed. A driveway circ\inmventsthe house and the | ot i s shaded by nine trees.
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The Round House i ssignificant for itsunique architectural design and

as thehone of a well-known local mill owner.
Al though thearchitect of this curiosity i sunknown, i ti sknown that the
builder was Jonathan Bowers. Bowers, owner of a local mill and anusenent

park, built theRound House for his daughter's wedding reception. The house
cost $30,000 and thegranite wused i nitsconstruction was from Bowers' own
quarry i nTyngsboro. The interior woodwork was cut and mol ded by carpenters
fromhis mill. . >

Bowers himself occupied thehouse until 1879 when he noved t o neighboring

Wl low Dale. The next owner was John G Rogers, a grain merchant who Iived
in theRound House until his death i n1890. George F. Libbe, a dealer i n

plumbing, ti nand sheet iron products, was t henext occupant of t he house.

In 1919 Libbe sold thehouse toa local French society. Club Lafayette, to
be used as their headquarters.

In 1925 t he Round House was sold t oM nnie Bowers Jewett, thedaughter of

the builder Jonathan Bowers and mother of politician Victor Francis Jewett.
Bet ween 1925 and 1934 t he house was used principally as lawoffices by Victor
Jewett, who was a nmenber of t he Massachusetts House of Representatives between
1912 and 1934.

The Round House was abandoned from 1965 until 1971 when i twas purchased by
the present owners who saw i t advertised under thecategory of "Castles" i n
a Boston newspaper. The interior of thehouse i scurrently being restored

to i ts 1872 appearance. The exterior remains virtually unaltered, and con-
tinues toremain one of Lowell's most unique |andmarks.
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Ask
the
Globe

O—This question has
bugged me for a long time.
Wtiy did Abraham  UrKOlIn
and Stephen Douglas debate
each other across ttie entire
state of liiinois in 1858 when
it was actually the state legis-
lature which selected US
senators and not the citizen-
ry? — W.M.B., West Yar-
mouth.

It is true that, until 1912,
US senators were not eiected
by the general voting public
but rather by the state legis-
latures. The purpose of the
Lincoln-Douglas debates was
to convince the voting public
to vote for the candidates to
the legislature who favored
one side or the other. Candi-
dates had declared which
side they preferred. As it
turned out, the Lincoln candi-
dates received more total
votes than the Douglas can-
didates, but the state was di-
vided into districts in such a
way that Douglas men won a
majority of the seats in the
legislature. As a result, Doug-
las was reelected to the US
Senate by a vote of 54-46.

O—/ hear that there's a
completely round house in
Lowell When was it built?
Are there any other round
houses in this state?—F.O.,
Somerville.

A—The Round House or
Castle in Lowell was built in
1872 by local industrialist and
eccentric Jonathan Bowers.
Bowers, owner of a local
amusement park and mill,
had the interior woodwork
cut and molded by car-
penters from his mill and the
granite used in its construc-
tion came from his own quar-
ry in Tyngsboro.

The Massachusetts His-
torical Commission reports
that the Round House was

The Castle in Lowell

accepted into the National
Register of Historic Places on
June 18,1976. The present
owners bought the house in
1971 and are currently re-
storing the interior to its 1872
appearance. The exterior re-
mains virtually unaltered. The
three floors of the Round
House have 11-foot ceilings
and the fourth floor attic is
nine feet high, topped with a
cupola. The ceiling of the cu-
pola is painted with several
constellations and Halle/s
Comet.

There is at least one
other round building in Mas-
sachusetts. It is a barn and is
at Hancock Shaker Village on
Rte. 20 in the town of Han-
cock,- five miles west of Pitts-
field. - -r-v -

Teddy Roosevelt

Q—I1 was once told that
Teddy Roosevelt was some-
how responsible for giving

Maxwell House coffee Its
name. Can you explain?—
G.K., Waltham.

A—Teddy Roosevelt was
not responsible for giving
Maxwell House its name, but
he is responsible for coining
Its slogan, "Good to the last
drop."

In 1874. Jack Cheek, a
Kentucky traveling salesman,
developed a new blend of.
coffee and was selling it to
the Maxwell House hotel in
Nashville. The popularity of
the coffee at the hotel's res-
taurant led to Its brand
name. Years later, Roosevelt
tasted the coffee while stay-
ing In Kentucky. When asked
If he'd like a second cup he
responded, "Will i have
another? Dellghted! It's good
to the last drop."”

Send questions
Glot>e, Boston Glotte.
Boston, Mass. 02107,
or call: 929-2990.
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NR Lowell, Jonathan Bowers House

SPECIAL SAVINGS! THE SARON

ljook and feel better ttirough your busiest days with Sarong's new fashion
bra! Improves your posture instantly... gives wonderful back support that
helps you stand straighterthe moment you put it on. Ingeniously designed
with built-up hock and criss-cross panels, the BackUpbra features elastic
inserts to support shoulders, extra-wide straps that wont dig. Front-hook
convenience, too. White only, sizes 34-46, B,C,D.DD.

VAlength. Reg. $12, SALE $10.49 Longnne. Reg. $14, SALE $12.49

Now specially priced at fine
.stores everywhere, including:

JORDAN MARSH
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TOURAINE I ;T::gm )
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