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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located alongside the top of Bridal Veil Falls whose waters plunge 
over the edge of a 400-foot cliff, the Bridal Veil Powerhouse is 
a tripartite structure consisting of a two and one-half story generator 
and transformer plant, a one story cookhouse, and a one and one- 
half story residence. The shape of the building is irregular, 
the main facade has ten bays, and the structure is made of concrete 
and wood. The side of the generator and transformer plant has two 
bays along the side plus a gable with a single window; a brick 
chimney projects through the apex of the roof; the semi-polygonal 
projection on the main facade has a semi-conical roof. The 
residential structure is basically rectangular in shape with a 
hipped roof, two dormers, and a chimney. Between these two larger 
structures is the third building which is quite small, rectangular, 
and houses a hallway and two small rooms. The entire structure 
is anchored to the rock by a poured-concrete foundation.

The generator and transformer plant is the most distinctive part 
of the structure. The top one and one-half stories rest on a high 
concrete foundation. The foundation walls with the five tall, 
semi-circular fan windows house the generating room and give the 
structure much of its distinctive appearance. The exterior walls 
above are finished in shiplap cedar which has weathered well. The 
pitched roof and conical spire have tar shingles. The tower projection 
on the front, the building's most distinctive feature, comprises half 
the facade of this portion of the building and has been imitated by 
architects designing new houses in Telluride.

The interior of the entire structure, while partially vandalized 
and in disrepair, remains covered with expensive tongue-and-groove 
hardwood paneling. The generator itself, however, once laboriously 
dragged to the site with horses and block-and-tackle, has been ruined 
by vandals.

Nearby the structure lie several small outbuildings, flumes, and 
bridges. Among the outbuildings are the tool shed and the equipment 
and material warehouses as well as the ruins of an ore crushing mill 
operated by waterpower. Also remaining are the waterfall sluice 
gates which once diverted summer stream water into the turbine and 
created a second waterfall as the water left the generator.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bridal Veil Powerhouse is significant for its association with the mining 
industry of Colorado, particularly the Smuggler-Union Mining Company, one of the 
state's most important producers in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries; for its association with important figures in the mining industry, 
such as James B. Grant, Nathaniel P. Hill, Richard Pearce, Anton Eilers, Bulkeley 
Wells, and Henry Lee Higginson, all of whom at one time owned part of the company 
and participated in its finance or management; for its unusual architectural 
features and spectacular setting which serves as a mecca for photographers, 
artists, and tourists; and for its pioneering role in the development of 
hydroelectric power used for industrial purposes in the United States.

Telluride was an important mining community in Colorado, and the Smuggler- 
Union Mining Company one of the most important producers in the area. The 
enterprise emerged from the combination of several claims located in the late 
1880s, the most important properties being the Smuggler and the Union. Manage­ 
ment found good veins of ore to exploit, investment capital flowed in to open 
the mines and build ancillary structures; and several groups of entrepreneurs 
alternately bought and sold control of the firm until it was finally purchased 
by the Idarado Mining Company, today a subsidiary of Newmont Mining Company, 
one of the world's largest producers of minerals.

The Bridal Veil Powerhouse owed its origin to the need of the Smuggler-Union 
Company for electric power. Bulkeley Wells, local manager at the time, initiated 
the project, convinced higher levels of management of the utility, and pushed 
construction through to completion. When opened in 1907, the plant housed a 
generator which provided the first alternating current (AC current) used for 
industrial purposes in the United States—in this particular case, for lighting 
mines and running mills. At least a portion of.the water needed was flumed to 
the facility from Blue Lake, 3000 feet above and four miles away; then power was 
transmitted to the mines 2000 feet below. The plant operated year round, but 
as the road to it was impassible during the winter,, the enterprise built an aerial 
tramway (now destroyed) to haul men and supplies up the precipice. The power­ 
house remained in operation until 1953 when the Idarado Mining Company found it 
cheaper to purchase electricity from the coal-fired plants of the San Miguel 
Association. The only part of the plant in use today is the sluice and pipe system 
which still brings water down from Blue Lake to provide water for the Idarado
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Ore Reduction Mill. The Powerhouse is also the last vestige of the old Smuggler- 
Union Compaq; all other structures have been destroyed.

Because it lies above the magnificent Bridal Veil Falls, the Powerhouse has 
become important for photographers and artists. The distinctive architectural 
features enhanced by the cliffs below and the mountains above provide one of 
the most spectacular vistas in Colorado.
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