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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Unien Agency was constructed im 1875 of light gray limestone
quarried less than a hundred yards eway = from the same impressive
Agenoy Hill on which the building itself sbtands. While authorized
to_serve as & consolidated seat of government for the Five Civilized
Tribes, the massive eight-room, two-story structure -- essentially
a rectangle with one-stoFy porches on the east (main entrance) and
south -~ was designed to serve also as a fort, if necessary,

Windows are beveled on the inside to accommodate riflemen.

At one time a telescope is said to have been placed just outside
the cupols (since removed) on the flat roof. The lookout must have
been well nigh perfect, as Agency Hill (used by Indians for signal
fires long before the white man arrived) towers better than a
~hundred feet over the relatively flet Arkansas River valley. &
watchman atop the Agency building itself (first covered with native
boards and later shingled) could, with a glass, easily have kept
under surveillasnce much of the Three Ferks country within a 25-mile
radiuse. '

When the Five Civilized Tribes Museum took over supervisien of
Unien Agency in 1955, a preservation and restoratien program was
begunes Various minor alteratiens and embellishments were removed
so that the bullding new is ence again much as it was when accepted
by the government ehout January 1, 1876.

First floor of the museum contains special historical displays
for each of the five tribes. On the second floor are a library, the
art gallery, and & photo rooms Well known Indian artists represented
at the museum include Willard Stone and the late Jerome Tiger, whose
nearly life-size clay sculpture of an Indian stick ball player
(unfinished when he died) is featured in a circular setting in the
center of the pallery. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Had it not been for a barrel of salt - this accordlng to the
lete Oklahoma historian Grant Foreman - Union Agency might well
have been located some 25 miles southwest of its present location
atep Agency Hill on the west edge of Muskogee.

Govermment affairs for the Five Civilized Tribes in 1874
were scattered between Tahlequah (for the Cherokees), Boggy Depot
(for the Choctaws and Chickassws), Wewoka (for the Seminoles),
end a site northwest of Agency Hill (for the Creeks). Con-

solidation in & single location offered obvious advantages end
it was so authorized, %o become effective July 1, 1874. Shertly
thereafter Agency Hill was included in a 640-acre tract trans—
ferred by the Creek Netion to the U. S. Government as site for
the new agency building.

Before actual construction began, however, a campaign was
mounted by Eufaula interests to locate the agency on the recently
constructed Missouri, Kensas & Texas Railroad. A site was
proposed (near present-day Checotah) and, according to Foreman,
it might well have been selected had not certain resourceful
Muskogee partisans secretly dumped a barrel of salt in the well

- that would have served the new locatien. A final ingpection
discovered the unacceptable "salt water" well and retention the
Agency Hill location was assured. It was mede by G. W. Ingalls,
the first agent in charge of the combined office.

The solid two~story building, of native stone quarried near by,
was accepted from the contractor, Proctor. & Maexwell of Kansas City,
about Jan. 1, 1876, Although its location atop a hill over 100
foet above the flat Arkensas River valley gave the structure
obv1eus ‘strategic advantages (it was constructed to serve as a
fort, if necessary), it was too far from Muskogee itself (estab=-
lished on the MK&T when it built through the Three Forks country
in 1872) to be completely convenient. Several of the agents who
succeeded Ingalls therefore maintained offices in town and the
building was finally abandoned by the agency in the early 1880s.
Used for a time as a Baptist mission, it stood empty from 1889

to 1891.




"U. S. Veteran Hospital No. 90," an article in a newse
paper published by the patients and personnel of the hospital, a'b
Muskogee in 1923,

Gilmore, Joan, "Indian Heritage," The Sunday Oklahoman, May 24, 1970,

Foremsn, Frant,

———————

"The 01d Agenocy," Muskogee Phoenix, undated, but circa 1900, .
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No, 8. Significance
Union Agency

Ownership reverted to the Creek Nation in 1891 and for a time
the building housed an orphan school, On Nov, 6, 1909, the Union
Agency building, with L0 acres, was conveyed by the Creeks to the
City of Muskogee for park purposes, Honor Heights Park today
(azaleas, dogwoods, redbuds, roses, many other olantings) is widely
recognized as one of the nation's most beautiful, In 19ll, however,
the building itself was turned over to the Veterans Administration
which maintains a large hospital immediately to the south,

Yet another change in ownership took place in 195). The
Da~Co-Tah Indian Club, with a membership of women who trace their
Indian ancestry through official tribal rolls, helped to secure
return of the historic building to the City of IMuskogee and, in
1955, to effect incorporation of the Five Civilized Tribes luseum,
Certain structural changes and additions made in the early part of
the century have since been eliminated and the building restored to
its original appearance., On April 16, 1966, the museun first opened
its doors. Its purpose: "to perpetuate early Oklahoma history and
maintain for posterity the heritage of the Cherokee, Chickasaw,
Choctaw, Creelt and Seminole Indians,"

Receiving no municipal, state or federal funds for operating
expenses, the museum is supported entirely by membership fees and
a modest (50 cents and 25 cents) admission fee, The 1969 budget was
$22,500, Total paid attendance in 1969 was 20,357, Over 300 women
contributed volunteer service to the museum program., Since its
opening the museum has marketed some $28,500 worth of paintings
and sculpture by artists of the five tribes, More than 800 persons
now hold membership in the museum,




