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1927-constructed Portland Bridge, as seen in 1984, looking northwest.
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Bridge as seen in 2012, looking northwest, photo by Jeffrey Beal,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Portland _Bridge.JPG (accessed 30 August 2017). A temporary bridge

structure was placed over the historic bridge as part of an emergency repair, prior to eventual complete
replacement in 2014.
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Replacement bridge completed in 2014, looking southeast, as posted by CDOT at

https://www.codot.gov/programs/BridgeEnterprise/poor-bridges-map-2/SH120overArkansasRiver
(accessed 7 June 2017).







HABS/HAER U.S. Department ol the Interior

b STE 10 o INVENTORY o o a0
2 NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE, ; A .
Portland Bridge _ FR52 > fighway bridge  BT&A' TRUSS: STEEL " local
Bridge over Arkansas River
CDH:” K-16-K 10. DATE
1926
3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO) 6. PRESENT USE
State Highway 120 over Arkansas River and hichway bridge
Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad Iy J UtMzone ~ EASTING 4 ReGON
SE% S17, T19S, R6IW 9 8 4 2 4 8 7 RMRO
4 CITYNICINITY COUNTY STATE SCALE 1:625
Portland Fremont Colorado oTHER nawe~  Florence

12. OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

Colorado Department of Highways 4201 East Arkansas Avenue Denver Colorado 80222

PmPORTANT BUILDERSMARCHITECTS'®Et?QINEERS"ETC® DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. MATERIALS: MAJBR ALTERATIONS. EXTANT EOUIPMENT. AND
Rigid-connected, 8-panel steel Pratt semi-deck truss
ngﬂ Ine“rr:‘bt‘;rf 1150*0,, end/top chrd: 2 built-up channels w/ cover plate and lacing
Orz/ n e ?en. o0 bottom chord: 4 angles w/ batten plates
roadway Wi d?h Bt vertical: 4 angles w/ continuous plates
y ' diagonal : 4 angles w/ batten plates

fir./decking: monolithic concrete deck w/ rolled steel stringers
substructure: concrete wingwalls w/ concrete spill-through piers

By 1926 the first state-funded bridge at Portland - a 125*span filled-spandrel arch built in 1907 by the Colorado
Portland Cement Company - had begun to strain under the traffic on the highway between Florence and Pueblo. During
that year the Department of Highways contracted with bridgebuilder HM. Fox of Florence, Colorado, to erect a new
viaduct over the Arkansas River and Denver and Rio Grande Railroad tracks to replace the existing bridge. The new
bridge consisted of a long-span steel semi-deck truss connected to a 6-span concrete girder on the east approach.
Using steel components rolled by the Illinois Steel Company and fabricated by the Minnesota-Moline Power Implement
Company, Fox completed the viaduct by November 1907. It has remained in place since in unaltered condition.

LEM- IGOOD [FAIR i i
Cdeteriorated Cruins 15. DANGER OF DEMOLITION?  [_lyes

(SPECIFY THREAT)

16 SIGNIFICANCE AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE: Engineering

The Portland Bridge represents an unusual structural configuration: the semi-deck steel truss, which features floor
beams joined to the verticals and not to the upper or lower chords. Though not the only semi-deck roadway truss
erected in the state (the Wilmot Ranch Bridge over the Colorado River was built by the Pueblo Bridge Company for the
State Engineer in 1911 and was torn down in 1983), it is the only one remaining in public use. As such it is a
unique example in Colorado of an uncommon subtype of the Pratt vehicular truss.

~0-909 2/82
GPO : 1982 0 - 383-339



LOCATION MAP C

TAKEN FROM DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

1
general highway map t V‘ >

?
18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? QYES IINO QNAME

19 PUBLICACCESSIBILITV [JYES. LIMITED UVES. UNLIMITED
1 NO

21 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL references personal contacts, AND/OR OTHER

©Q UNKNOWN % BUIREYS

Structure Inventory and Appraisal: K-16-K. Colorado Department of Highways, Denver Colorado.
Frelmoncg County Commissioners' Minutes: 7 November 1927 (Book 14, page 119). Fremont County Courthouse, Canon City
Colorado.

Dedication plate on bridge: "Colorado State Highway Department Viaduct over D.&R.G.W.R.R. & Arkansas River
Built by HM. Fox, Florence Colo.

Field inspection by Clayton Fraser, 15 December 1983.

22 INVENTORIED BY

AFFILIATION
layton Fraser and Carl Hall berg

Fraserdesign

Loveland Colorado 15 January 1984
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0 "N\
Fremont County Working No., niC % V
COLORADO Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: ~

Action: _trA6CEPT, ..
CH resubmission

1 nomination by person or local government 1 I"| IeCTZ |\ Z2Z227227227.
CZl owner Objection Federal Agency:

CZl appeal

Substantive Review: 1 sample [ request T appeal 1 NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CH yes 1no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

M excellent | | deteriorated 1 unaltered 1 original site

M good [ [ruins 1 altered {1 mnwH Hate
M fair | | unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

1 summary paragraph
1 completeness

1 clarity

[ alterations/integrity
| | dates

1 boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

1 summary paragraph

1 completeness

1 clarity

d] applicable criteria

d] justification of areas checked

EH relating significance to the resource .
EH context B

EH relationship of integrity to significance
EH justification of exception
EH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

EH Maps
EH Photographs
EH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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