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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The koodbury Historic District ?/l is a residential cornriiur-ity 
bounded by onen fields and woods. It has a variety of Colonial/' 
ana F eel era!/houses within it and includes a number of Greek 
Ilevival/and Victorian^buildings as well. The impression that the 
town creates is that of the restraint and simplicity of the 
Federal period, perhaps because most of the structures have 
been painted white—a phenomenon which produces incongrous effects 
in some instances (for example, where the heavy decoration of 
some Victorian buildings has been made "inconspicuous"). However, 
the general effect of the white painted exteriors is to create 
a sense of unity and serenity.

Within the district are one hundred forty-two houses, five 
public buildings, three greens, two schools, nine churches and 
religious properties and three privately supported historic ^"'\\\ 
structures. Some houses still stand wkich were built as eap^rk).--\ 
as 1680 / In general a continuous series of houses exist w^cki,^,^ 
embody the history of the town from 1674 to the present. /£/ \J

m

The numbers of houses of each historical period are:

1. The ::arly Colonial Period (1674-1740)
2. The Late Colonial Period (1741-17#8)
3. The Federal Perioc(17C;9-lB23)
4. The Pi-e-Civil ,,:r Period (1829-1865)
5. The Post Civil kar Period (1066-1900)
6. The 20th Century Period (1901-1969)

Total

H V*'v

. 
\

,'. -

36
17

-2Z-
142

o
H

The historic district functions as a commercial area and serves 
apDroximtely 5,000 people for their everyday needs. The most 
significant part of the town's commercial life are trie antique 
dealers,at least twenty-seven shops exist in koodbury and 
nineteen of these are located in the historic district. Individual 
skilled in related crafts ana professions such as the restoration 
of furniture and paintings have been drawn to the area, and 
several nationally known artists now live in the town and 
surrounding country-side.

Some of the buildings _in town deserving ,J^ejc?ial_mention are;

The Glebe House, bui. t in 1746 and now owned by the ^>eabury 
Society, is open to the public. Here on March 25, 1783, ten of
the fourteen Episcopal Clergymen in Co necticut met to choose 
their candidate to be head of an American episcopacy. They 
named Gamuel Seabury^/who, failing to satisfy bishops in England, 
journeyed on to Scotland where he was cordially received and on 
November 14, 1764 was consecrated by three Scottish bishops. Thus 
he became the first bishop of the national church in the United 
States.—Located on Hollow Ko&d. —————————————————————————
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The Hurd House, oldest house in »*oodbury and the oldest of the 
one-room over one-room construction in Connecticut, built in 1680 
and now owned, and being restored by the Old Woodbury Historical 
Society. Located on Hollow Hoad.

Old Blacksmith Shop, also the property now of the Old Woodbury 
Historical Society. This building dates from about 1825 and was 
the shop of a blacksmith until recent y^-ars. Hollow Hoad.

Ming Solomon's Lodge Number 7« In 1765 certain Free Masons in 
the Woodbury area were granted a charter by the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, then the only Grand Lodge in 
Colonial America and there were few local lodges outside of 
Boston. These Woodbury Masons were contemporary with Paul 
Hevere who, at age 25 ;, v.rs accepted into Saint Andrew's 
Lodge in Boston, 1756. Then in 1791 the Woodbury Lodge received 
a charter from the Grand Lodge of Connecticut and became King 
Solomon's Lodge Number 7. The building on Signal Hock was 
built in 1839. Main Street.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church built 1785 by the episcopal Parish 
of Woodbury, organized 1740. It has been suggested that St. Pa.ul's 
steeple served as a model for the spires on churches built by 
David Hoadley between 1813 and 1830. Main Street.

First Congregational Church built 1817 by the First Ecclesiastical 
Society of the First Congregational Church organized 1670. This, 
the third building of the Ecclesiastical Society of Woodbury, al 
though apparently planned by Harmon Stoddard resembles St. Paul's 
srxlre and has been considered a lloadley^type church. Main Street.

North Congregational Church built in 1816 by the Strict Congre- 
ratiorial Society organized 1816. The belfrey tower on this church 
is said to be the only example of Asher B rjamin/influence in 
Connecticut. The pil'irtercd porch and orire reflect Hoadley in 
fluence. Main Street.

: :: ethodist JHis_copal Church organized 1792 and built 1 
t,he late Federal Period with a pleasing simplicity of /li 
•oroportion. M'ain Street. ..

St. Teresa's Homan Catholic Church dominates the Center .JaSeeff in. 
harmonious accord with the other churches yet it was \rrpt IbuijLt ^ 
until 1902/ This accord we owe to Michael Skelly's iVi^lstcsflce^T'/ 
that this be so. He was the town's blacksmith but his\>nfluence 
as a townsman had been felt in many other ways for over 'h4l£ i i j a 
a century. M'.ain Street,
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)BD III ;OOD3U:tI HISTORIC DISTRICT LULB::.Zt 1

District Lumber 1 extends through the center of the Town of .<oodbury 
for some two rrJJLes on both sides of Lain Street (U.S. Route 6). The 
southern limit of the district is the Davis parcel ?/! on the west side 
of the street ana the Bull parcel i~2 on the east side of Lain Street. 
The northern limit is tho btewart parcel j,-127 on the west side of Lain 
Street at Flanders Load and the I-lorgan parcel #168 at the boundary of the 
Regional School -,.'14 property.

Included also are the following streets running off Lain Street 
(1) Hollow Road, and ^ycaniore to Poniperaug River, (2) Judson Avenue 
to Pomperaug River, (3) School Street, (4) Orenaug and Park Roads 
up to Orenaur Park, (5) Pleasant Street including uhe Lerrinian 
parcel ?/128. Both sides of the streets indicated are included to 
a dopth of 200 feet, making a total of 4 rdleo of streets, of 
which 2 i.iiles are on Route 6, and 2 :niles of the side streets 
enumerated.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The . :0oubury Historic district is significant because its
architecture and historic sites embody the !ii story 01' the
area since the seventeenth century.', kearly every type of house
from the time of settlement to 1828 can be found in the area
and it has some interesting: Victorian houses as veil. At present
a considerable number of artists, authors, composers, photographers
and skilled artisans id.th national reputations live in hoodbury
and it is a community which provides a congenial atmosphere for
people whose lives are devoted to the arts.

The town was founded in 1673 when fifteen far Hies from Reverend 
^echariah '^alker's church in Stratford settled on land purchased 
from the Potatuck Indians, -the homclots were laid out alonf: a 
hain Street umich alj.-.ost followed the Indian Trail. In 16?4 "the 
General Court {rave the name of hooclbury to the plantation at ?om~ 
peraug; in 1779 £• part of •./oodbury v;as set off to '..ashington, in 
1787 another part to ciouthbury; in 1796 another to Aoxbury and 
in 1B07 £• fourth part to kiddlebury.

During the revolution '•.. oodbury was a prosperous town, fourth largest 
on the otate's rrand list witri a population in 1776 of 5> 325. 
^ccordinf to Crofut about a half of Ethan ^lien's men on the expedition 
to Ticonderora came froi:i hoodbury and some have believed that 
..oodbury contributed as many as 1,500 men and more than a half 
million dollars v.orth of supplies to the Continental -irrny.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Q9-75-OOO49-OO

\>y State central information reception agency)

3. GRANTOR: a. Federal agency

Department of the Interior
b. Organizational unit

National Park Service
C. Administering office — (1) Name

Division of Grants
• (2) Address -Street or P.O. Box City

18th and C Streets, NW Was
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code b. Tit e

Woodbui 
O9-75-00049-00 Hi

State Zip Code

shinqton D. C. 20240

-y Historic District: jL- 
ird House Barn Development

c. Purpose f
The barn, constructed before 1690, will be reroofed, and architectural 

plans and specifications will be prepared for further restoration.

5. GRANTEE: a. Name

CONNECTICUT Mr. John W. Shannahan, Director, Connecticut Historical Commission
b. Add-ess-Sr-ser or P O. Box City

59 South Prospect Street Han
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)

a. Srate b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School 
state district

e a n a a
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 

Year Month Day Year Month Day

75 | 1 28 75 j 02 27

Stote Zip Code

,ford Connecticut 06l06

f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored :. Other 
unit action organization

a n "an
9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE 

Year Month Day Year Montn Day

75 02 27 78 02 | 26
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

o. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant 
grant grant grant 

(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) Increase(S) (5) Decreased) 
duration duration

s a a a • a nan
12. AMOUNT Of CONTRIBUTION 

o. Federal -('/ besic (2) Supplemental b. Stote

*1,QSO U *1,950*
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Program Numb

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) . _ _ ,

c. Local d. Other 

5 $
er b. Supplemental Program Number

)4
14. AUTHORIZATION

0. Federci Sjdger Accounts |-J_O-58- 1O4O-O- 1-4O5

b. Publ.c lav.s PL Title Sec.

89 665
c U.S. Code 16 U.3.C. 47O ;

!5. FACILITY LCCAT ION: (For facility grant actions only) 

a. City b.

Wood bury

PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.

County

Litchfield

16. REMAPS

*Woodbury Historical Societyi

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523( 139)-50f>4
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