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The "0ld Jail," built c1rcaxl3\ﬁ> is on Jail Street, one block
west of the main street in Sneedville. It is a two-story brick
structure painted.red, with a tin roof and a chlmney on each side.
Each of the seven openings on the front side is surmounted by a
plain lintel painted white. The only attempt at any decoration is
the brick corbeling across the front. The porch, which is a later
addition and which covers the entrance floor, projects to the edge
of the sidewalk.

At present, there are three exterior entrances on the first floor.
The center door’ appears not to be used now, but it leads into the
center hall. It is flanked by two doors, each leading into the
side rooms. On either side of these doors is a window, while

there are three windows on the second floor. Although there is now
a small clapboard wing, the house was originally only one room

deep with a center hall having a stairway and with a room on each
side. The two mantels on the first floor include a simple wood one
and a small simple Victorian marble mantel.

The "0ld Jail” continues to be_used for its original purpose.
First floor rooms serve as the county sheriff's residence and the
second floor is used for prisoners. Male prisoners are kept in a
large steel cage in the open area. TFemale prisoners are placed
in the smaller, enclosed room where the original sheathing can be
detected.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in the very rough and mountainous northeast section of
Tennessee, Hancock County has always been one of the most sparsely
populated and poorest counties in the state. The area, around
which is now Sneedville, was settled in the first quarter of the
nineteenth century and was originally called the Greasy Rock area.
Hancock County was formed in 1844 from portions of Hawkins and
Claiborne counties, - Because of various constitutional disputes,
however, Hancéck : County did not begin to conduct any business until
18u8. 1In 1850, a small but substantial brick courthouse was erected
as well as a log jail.. The latter was replaced in_1860 by the
present brick building which continues to serve as “the county jail.
The courthouse burned shortly before 1887 according to the Goodspeed
History-of Tennessee.

Some people claim the "0ld Jail" to be the oldest building in
Sneedville, which is quite possible. Certainly, it is the oldest
public building, and the only one left having historical connections
with the early years of the county. It is ggg major landmark in
‘the area. Citizens have discussed the desirability of converting
the "0ld Jail" into a museum of local history after constructing a
new jail, which they feel is desperately needed.

In an area where buildings of architectural or historical signifi-
cance are lacking, the 0ld Jail does possess significance for
Hancock County.




History of Tennessee. (Nashville and Chicago: The Goodspeed
Publishing Co., 1887).
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