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items on continuation sheets (NPS Fonn 10-900a). Use atypewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Namfi nf Prnpfirty

historic name Ted's Diner

ottier names/site number WA.

2. Lncatinn

street & number 67 Main Street not for publication
city or town Milford vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zZipcode 01757

a .StatP/Fpriftral Ayenr.y Cprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisVj'nomination
D request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

Gl meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally Ostatewide p locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title«Oudith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natiional Park Service Certification
herjpy certify that this property is: Signature of the <eeper, Date of Action
"~entered inthe National Register .
; . 0
« See continuation sheet. ml I
« determined eligible for the a.
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed fromthe
National Register
« other (explain):



Ted's Diner
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
)L public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if properly is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Twentlethi-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

6. Function nr Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCFn-RADF/restaurant

7. Descriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Othier: New England Barrel Roof Diner

Narrative Description

Worcester County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 Q
0

.building

sites

. Structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
MIA.

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCF/TRADF/restaurant

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick, concrete

walls porcelain enamel
wood

roof. aspiialt shingle

other steel

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Ted's Diner
Name of Property

S. Statement nf Signifiranre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

)L A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marie "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
’A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
X. G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Majnr Rihiingraphical References

Worcester County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance

192Qs-ca. 197Q

Significant Dates

WA

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
HIA

Architect/Builder
Jerry O'Mahony, Inc., Elizabetii, NJ

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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7. Description

Ted's Diner, 67 Main Street, Milford (1920s) was manufactured by Jerry O'Mahony, Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jarsey. One
of the earliest extant diners in Massachustts, Ted's isunusud for its double-width form. The diner islocated on Route
16, amgjor regiond artery, a the northeestern end of Milford's historictown center and downtown businessdidtrict. The
diner isdtuated a the sdewalk on alevel lot. There islimited on-dte parking.

The prefabricated portion of Ted's Diner is nine bays acrosswith acenter entry, and approximately two baysdesp. The
foundation isbrick and concrete, the barrel roof isclad with agphdt shingles, and the exterior is clad with red porcelain
enamd pands The center entry contains a sted-panded pocket door, and windows contain wood sngle-hung sssh. A
pair of smal transom windowswith curved tops survivesin the barrd end a the west (1 eft) 9de of the diner; these
windows are no longer visible, however, fromthe interior. I1n addition to Sgnage onthe porcdain enamd pands there is
ameta rooftop 9gn gpanning the fafade that reeds TED'SDINER. Thisdgn displays severd holes that suggest the
presence of neon tubing a one time. There isno neon on the diner & present. The internally lit box Sgn on apole & the
ddewak isnot historic, and for the purpose of this nomination is anoncontributing object.

The prefabricated diner currently is grafted onto the front of the late 19*-century, two-story, Sde-gabled house a 67
Main Street, though its physical connection to the house is not immediately goparent when the diner isviewed from the
dreat. Aslate as 1931, the diner and the house were detached buildings. The diner's atachment to the house hes
dlowed for the creation of an expanded seeting areaa the diner's eedem end, as well as alarge kitchen at the center that
greetly exceads the capacity of the behind-the-counter grill and food prep areaiin the prefabricated diner. An entrance
adjacent to the eestem wall of the prefabricated diner provides aooess to the expanded segting area (See Statement of
Significance for further information on the evolution of the physical connection between the prefabricated diner and the
house) Given the housgsrolein the expangon of the diner's operations during the period of significance, the house is
condgdered acontributing building for the purpose of this nomination.

Onthe interior, Ted's Diner digplays an L-sheped sedting areathat encompeasses the prefabricated section and extends
into the eestem end of the house. The prefabricated diner has a counter that extends two-thirds of the length of the
interior (from west to east) and booth seeting a the eestern end. There are twelve sted counter Sools clad with porceain
enamd inred and white; the four booths are upholstered with vinyl. While the grill and somefood preparation activities
still occur in the back bar areg, the diner has alarge rear kitchen that is located onthe first floor of the atached house ad
is accessble through a center entry behind the counter. Thetiling of thewalls, floor, and back bar in the prefabricated
diner isexecuted in white and black. Sheet tile has been gpplied to the counter goron and back bar, and vinyl tilesto the
floor. The counter surface isareplacement plagtic laminate. Laminate so has been gpplied to the broad curved ceiling,
the indde of the ged pocket door, and the wallsabove the tiling (from the windows upward). At the northeestern end of
the prefabricated diner, the sedting area extendstwo bays into the first floor of the attached house. Thisareaprovides
table seating, and displays shet tile on the wallsand vinyl tile on the floor. Beyond (north of ) the seeting areaare the
restrooms, which are located in arear addition to the house

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Sitesare recorded on the nominated property, it is possble that Stes are present. Two dtes ae
recorded inthe generd area(within one mile) of the diner. Ingenerd, however, environmenta characteristics of the
property, especidly its distance over 1000 feet from the nearet wetlands, are not locationally favorable for mog types of
prehistoric dtes. Most prehistoric stesinthe region are located in dose proximity to streems, ponds and wetlands within
the CharlesRiver drainage.  Given the above information, the small sze (lessthan one acre) of the parcd and the
ingtallation of the diner, attached late 19* century house and utilities, alow potentia exigts for locating prehistoric
resources on the property. A low potential dso exigs for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the property.
Archaeologica featuresshould exist from congruction of alate-nineteenth century house on the property and its
atachment to the diner, however, these features are of limited research potential and significance. No information is
present indicating the presence or potentia for locating outbuildings on the property.

(end)

8. Statement of Significance

The only diner in Milford, Ted's Diner (1920s) is uncommon in Massachusettsfor its comparatively early construction
date. Manufactured by Jerry O'Mahony, Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jarsey, the diner isthe oldest of about fourteen
O'Mahony diners now in Massachusatts. Locally, Ted's Diner is significant for its long presence in Milford's downtown
budnessdistrict, and its very important contribution to the historic character of that arear Ted's Diner aso reflects how
diner owners expanded their business operations—and their facilities—over time, as well as atrend inthe diner industry
during the 1950sand 1960s toward creating a restaurant imege that promoted family dining. For these reesons, Ted's
Diner is of exceptiona significance on both the local and Sate levels. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, feeling, and association, Ted's Diner megtsCriteriaA and C and CriteriaCondderation G of the
National Regiger a the dateand loca levels.

Ted's Diner has been an important presence in Milford's downtown busness district Sncethe Depression. The precise
date of its manufacture and delivery to the present sSite in Milford has not been established, though diner historian

Richard Gutman datesthe building to the 1920s [Gutman, 252] Sanborn fire insurance mgpsdo not show adiner on the
dte in 1920, but the diner is present by 1931. The earliest listing for arestaurant a this location gpopearsin the Milford
directory of 1931, when Anthony J. Dube is listed as operating arestaurant (the present diner) a 67 Main Street. Dube's
resdence dsowas 67 Main Strest, the house directly behind the diner. By 1936, according to directories, Josgph Corella
and Edward F. McDermott operated the Co-Mac Cafe a this location. The cafe was arestaurant that <o served wines

(continued)
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and liquors. Corella, aMilford resdent, had previoudy bean an automobile sdesman. McDermott doesnot gopear to
haveresded inMilford & the time he was a proprietor of the cafe, though an earlier (1931) Milford directory lists an
Edward F. McDermott with the occupation of straw-worker.

Milford Town Hall islocated diagonaly across Main Stret from Ted's Diner, and the historic retail and business didtrict
extendsto the west and southwest dlong State Route 16 (Main Street), an important regiona automobile corridor. In
1925, there were deven eating establishments listed in the Milford directory. Theseincluded inns, retaurants, atea
room, lunchrooms, and one lunch cart, that of Charles A. Dyer of Hayward Flace. By 1931, when arestaurant was first
liged a the present location of Ted's Diner, there were fifteen other restaurants, goas, lunchrooms, cafeteria, and diners
in the town. The diners a that time were the Exchange Diner on Exchange Street, and Trainer's Diner a 17 School
Street.

Milford assessors records show that the Trottafamily owned the land the diner ison from a least the early 1930s
through the 1970s The origin of the diner's name is undear, though it was first described in town directories es Ted's
Diner in 1942, when Evelyn A. Prescott wes listed as the proprietor. Se lived in Upton, Massachusetts. After World
War 11, John Trottaand Anthony Trotta of Milford operated Ted's Diner, according to town directories. After John
Trotta's degth in the early 1960s, hiswidow, Helen, continued to be involved in the diner's operation. At the same time,
Anthony P. Trottawas the counterman. Anthony P. Trottaacquired sole title to the property in 1964.

Exigting records indicate that expansion of the diner operations into the first floor of the adjacent house a 67 Main Strest
were undertaken during the Trottafamily's ownership of the property. The 1931 Sanborn fire insurance mgp shows the
diner and the house as detached buildingsa 67 Main Street. By 1958, the Sanborn megps show anarrow, one-sory
connector between the center of the prefabricated diner's rear wall and the front of the house, with a large kitchen
occupying the entire first floor of the dwelling'smain block. The rest of the connection between diner and house,
extending from the centrally located kitchen connector to the eestem walls of both diner and house and encompassing one
leg of the current L-shaped seeting area, gopearsto have bean condructed by ca 1970. The addition of table sedting ina
sparae section of Ted's Diner, as well as the large, sgparae kitchen, reflected atrend inthe diner industry toward
providing amore restaurant-like, family-oriented dining experience. Thistrend first surfaced in the 1950s and
completely transformed the industry in the 1960s [Gutman] Much of the cooking was removed from the areabehind the
counter to a separate kitchen, usualy a the rear of the prefabricated diner. By drawing families, these diner-restaurants
could provide an dternative to, and therefore could better compete with, the booming fast food chains.

Jerry O'Mahony, Inc. of New Jersey was one of the leading diner manufacturers, and according to Gutman, many dining
ca builders got their gart with the company. The company produced "hundreds of diners in numerous gyles too diverse
to recagp.” [Gutman, 235-236] Ted's Diner isthe oldest of about fourteen O'Mahony diners still in Massachusetts, and
these diners reflect the diversity among the O'Mahony modds. The others O'Mahonys in Massachusetts were
congdructed in the 1940sand 1950s, including the Shawvmut Diner, 943 Shawmut Avenue, New Bedford (1953), a fine

(continued)
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example of againless ged diner. Another is Jake's Diner, 114 Alden Road, Farhaven (ca 1952), aganless ded diner
reconditioned in 1965, & which point the unusud exterior tilework is beieved to have been added. [Gutman interview]

In 1974, Ted's Diner weas the subject of awatercolor painting by artist John Baeder (b. 1938 in South Bend, Indiana).
Baeder was raised in Atlantaand sudied art a Auburn University in Auburn, Alabama During his early career as art
director of aNew Y ork-based advertisng agency, Baeder began collecting vintage postcards, eventually focusing his
collection on roadsde views of small-town America, including ges sations, motds, restaurants, and diners. Baeder's
early paintings were basad on these postcard images  1n 1972, after quitting hisjob in advertising, Baeder hed hisfirst art
dow a the O. K. Harris Gallery in Soho (New York City). By the time of his sscond show in 1974, Baeder was painting
diners dmog exclusively, partly due to a shift in his collecting activities from postcardsto the color and black-and-white
photographs he took of diners. He was labded aphotoredlist painter, though he consders himself a representationa
landscape painter, representing an image of the landscgpethat impresseshim. [Diners, 103] Inaddition to Ted's Diner,
Baeder'sworks include severd diners in Massachusetts, among them Casey's (1974, watercolor) in Natick; theformer
Alice inthe Hat (1914, watercolor) in Worcester; Stella's (now Main Street Diner, 1975, watercolor) in Wobum; Sisson's
(1975, watercolor) in Middleborough; Viv's (later Judy's Diner, 1976, pencil) in Maiden; and Day and Night (1911,
watercolor) in PAmer. The large number of hisdiner paintings led to the publication of his book. Diners (1978, revised
and updated 1995). Other books by Baeder include Gas Food, and Lodging: A Postcard Odyssey through the Greet
American Roadsde (1982) and Sign Language: Street Signsas Folk Art (1996). He resdesin Nashville, Tennessse

Ted's Diner was purchased by the Town of Milford about 1995 and is till owned by the town. The town acquired the
diner property and adjacent property with the intent of replacing existing buildingswith anew Fire Department
headquarters

(end)
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Name of Property County and State

10. Gengraphip.al Data
Acreage of Property less ttian one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 291920 4668490
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Fnrm Prepareri Ry

nameftitle_ Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October 2000

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town BoatoD state MA Zip codejQ2L125

AdHitinnal Dnr.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Prnperty Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Milford
Street & number. 5? Main Street , tdephone.
city ortown, Milford . State MA_ .zip code. 01757

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detennine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papen«ori< Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the Town of Milford assessors map.
Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes the parcel that has been historically associated with the diner.

(end)
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William Francis Galvui, Secretary' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission
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National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Ted's Diner, 67 Main Stregt, Milford, (Worcester), MA
THE DINERS OF MASSACHUSETTSMPS

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.
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Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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