


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Hamilton Millwright / Agent's House i s significant as rare

survxvxng housing of Southbridgees early mill development at Globe
Village, meeting National Register criteria A and C at the local

level . | t retains integrity of location, materials, workmanship,
design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the

attached assessors mp are those of current ownership

IEIIU:PL Oﬂl\ﬁE Descrlbe inportant architectural features axd evaluate in terns of
other burldings wthin the conmuni o
The Hamilton Mill Millwright/Mll Agent's House neets National Register criteria A and C

Setting on a rise overlookingthe contenporary 1836 Ham lton Wholen Mill "Big Mill" (form
[fA-149), this house still preserved much of itsoriginal setting, including a fine Geek
Revival style carriage house at the rear of the lot. A strong resenblence exists between
this house'and the Judson-Litchfield House (ca. 1830's) on South Street (form #D 448).

Both are of the gable front formand built of brick with granite sills and lintels, having a
recessed side hall entrance and a fanlight in the pediment. The Judson-Litchfield recessed
entrance i s arched giving that house a nmore strongly Federal style look. The entrances of
both houses have multi-divided sidelights and transonms and six-paneled doors. Unlike the
house on South Street, the Ham lton Mill house has an anple side el|l faced with a porch having
a Greek Revival entablature and square Doric posts.

%IERO&LSG\I ainthe role omers played inlocal or state history axd how the
building relates to the dev opnent 0 { the cormmjr[:l)tgll. y

This house was probably built about 1840 by the Ham lton Woolen Mill for John Edwards Bacon,
the millwright who, "with the agent, Samuel L. Fiske, drew the plans, procured material and
erected the bigmll, then the largest of its kind i n the countryj i n1836." Bacon had
cone to Southbridge i n 1827 and had built breast wheels for numerous local mills. A statenent
in the Quinebaug Historical Society Leaflets #4 suggests that others also lived i nthe sane
house with Bacon and his family: "During- M. Bacon's occupancy of the brick house here at

G obe Village, Austin Summer and W lliam F. MKinstry, who then kept store at the d obe,

and Adol phus Merriam and John D McKinstry, who were i n the conpany's counting room were
nenbers of his famly."

By 1855 Hamilton's mill agent, Joshua Ballard, lived i nthe house. Ballard succeeded Samnuel
Flske as agent and served i n that capacity during the period which brought the company into
its "golden age". For nearly forty years he served the conpany, first as agent and |ater as
treasurer. According to one source: "he shaped the destinies of Mill and village with skill
and wi sdom not surpassed by any." H is said to have conbined the practical know edge of

a trained workman, the executive ability of a man of affairs and the business nethod of a
financier. Ballard resigned as agent in 1865 to become treasurer of the company. H was
succeeded by his brother, Gayton, who served i n that position until about 1878.
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