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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baite Ousley house sits at the end of a country dirt road in
Union County. Norris Lake, the first TVA built lake, can be seen
from the house. The house, built in the Federal style around 1840,
is the largest and oldest ante-bellum brick in the county. It
consists of 14 rooms excluding the basement. With the exception
of two partition walls upstairs, the rooms have retained their
original dimensions. The woodwork and mantels over the fireplaces
are also original. The upstairs floors are of pine, 10" wide, the
downstairs floors are oak about 3" wide. A second kitchen floor
has been added. The original kitchen was in the basement where
the slaves made meals from a large walk-in oven. The fireplaces
on the home's south side have been blocked off to conserve heat
which is now provided by a gas furnace. The house was wired in
1937 just after TVA started providing power to the area. Indoor
plumbing was added in the early 1930's prior to TVA.

The house originally had a front porch extending the entire width
of the house. However, this was replaced upon deterioration by

a smaller entry porch in the early 1940's. The enclosed back
porch, which fills in a portion of the "L" of the house, was added
10 years ago. The back wall of the house began to bow out and has
been buttressed by concrete blocks, done in 1958.

The grounds contain two barns and a brick springhouse. The grounds
are graced with large maple, white oak and cypress trees. To the
rear of the house rise the Big Ridge Mountains.

Presently the house needs some attention. Bricks need to be
pointed, particularly over several window lintels. On the inside
some plaster walls need mending and a few ceilings show waterspots.
The present ewner lives alone in the 1lli room house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ousley house's primary significance is that it is one of three
ante-bellum brick homes left in the county. Union County is one
of the poorer counties in East Tennessee, both materially and
historically. Much of the county's richer farmland, that which was
farmed by the first settlers, has been inundated by TVA's Norris
Dam project. The county has steadily lost population causing
discontinuity of the area's traditions and sense of community. It
is in this perspective the significance of the Ousley Home should
be viewed.

The Ousley house has continually served as a farm home for its
owners., Most of the material for the home was taken from the site.
The bricks were burned and set by slaves and the stone lintels
were quarried from the property. Much of the wood in the house is
also from the property. The oak joists were hewed by the slaves.

The house was built by Jake Sharp, who was a farmer, store owner,
and Methodist preacher. The original tract was 550-600 acres.

It was after the Sharp family that Sharp's Chapel was named.

Jake Sharp eventually moved to Jefferson County where he built a
similar home., Alf Stodley owned the house for 8-10 years until
Jake Ousley bought it in 1874. Jake Ousley was Baite Ousley's
father., Baite Ousley is 92 years old and still actively farming
the land.

Prior to the coming of Norris Lake the house was a stopping off
place for loggers who were floating their logs down to Chattanooga.
The home was also a "social center” with dances and picnics held
on the front yard. Today TVA owns water rights up to 8" in the
house. However, only once has flood water reached the front yard.
The farm now comprises about 300 acres on which e_are raised.
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Interview with Mr. Baite Ousley, owner of the property.
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