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That portion of downtown Van Buren hereby proposed as the Van Buren Historic
District includes of some twenty commercial structures along -six blocks
of the city's Main Street. The area includes the railroad depot at the

north end of the district and extends southwest to the Arkansas River. The
majority of the structures in this district were constructed in the 1880-1900
period, when Van Buren prospered with the coming of the railroads. The
architectural styles are varied and unusual, but predominantly Victorian.
There have been several intrusions in the district. The facades have not
been permanently altered. Aluminum has been placed over many of the facades
for a more modern appearance; the aluminum could be stripped off quite easily.

There are five structures within the district which are especially interesting.
The Van Buren railroad depot at Main and Fayetteville Streets was constructed
c. 1900. The brick structure is topped with a high hipped roof of clay tile.
'Hip-roofed dormers project from each elevation. Twin chimneys extend above
the one-and-one-half storey building. The depot features wide supportive
brackets, typical of many Arkansas railroad depots.

The most architecturally unusual building in the district is the Crawford
County Bank at Seventh and Main Streets. The three-storey building was
constructed in 1889. The brick bank features a decorative corner turret
capped with a conical roof and topped with a finial. The third storey has
scalloped shingles and rounded ornamental pilasters on its exterior walls.
The pilasters are capped with conical roofs. Other features of the building
include semi-elliptical window heads and keystones, dentiled cornices and
decorative brackets.

Next door to the Crawford County Bank is another bank building also built

in 1889. This three-storey brick structure was the second building built
>by the Citizens Bank. It features a center-pediment with a finial extending

above the roofline. Corbelling at the roofline gives a ribbon-like effect.

The building which first housed the Citizens Bank was built in 1887 at

524 Main Street. This building features a corner entry and is interesting
in the round arched window heads which feature alternating segments of

cut and cast stone.

The Anheuser-Busch building at Fifth and Main Streets was constructed c. 1890.
This two-storey rectangular building features a terra-cotta Anheuser-Busch
crest in the front parapet. It is one of the few remaining beer depots

in Arkansas.

The site of the Crawford Coﬁnty Courthouse at Third and Main Streets has
been the center of Crawford County government since 1842. The original
courthouse was built 1840-41 and housed the District Court for western
Arkansas (1851-71). The courthouse burned in 1876 but the walks were

so built that they were not damaged and were retained for the new building
which erected c. 1890. The main building is flanked by two wings. A
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three-storey clock tower with a bellcast roof rises from the center of
the two-storey building. Paired brackets are featured along the paneled
frieze. A classic portico supported by Doric capital columns marks the
facade.

The Van Buren Historic District includes approximately twenty acres of
the historically significant commercial area of the city. The area
effectively represents the commercial importance Van Buren once had in
western Arkansas.
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Listed below are the addresses of business within the Van Buren Historic District.
They are divided into two catagories: (1) businesses within buildings of historical
significance. These buildings were all constructed in the 1890-1900 period. From
this list the five most significant are discussed in the narrative of the descrip-
tion; (2) New structures which do not blend with the historic buildings in the
district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Van Buren Historic District is thée surviving representation of the
prosperity which the railroad brought to western Arkansas in the last two
decades of the nineteenth century. As the nineteenth century commercial
and governmental center of Crawford County, the five-block long Van Buren
Historic District is a historically significant area. Van Buren first
developed as the center of a large Indian trade and then grew into an agri-
cultural center. With the coming of the railroads through Van Buren in the
1870's and 1880's, the city flourished. The Van Buren Historic District
retains much of the ambience of this period despite several intrusions and
alterations within the area.

Crawford County was the fifth county to be formed in Arkansas. The original
county was organized in 1820, one year after Arkansas became a territory.
Most of the land which is now included in Crawford County was in Indian
territory until 1828, when by treaty it was added to the original county.

The Van Buren Historic District was the first area of the city to develop due
to its closeness to the Arkansas River. The Main Street area has been the
center of history in the town long before the railroad brought prosperity to
western Arkansas.

The first recorded event in the future town's history was in '1818 when.David
Boyd, a . log-raiser, visited the future town-site of Van Buren. The first
white settler, Thomas Martin, arrived soon afterward and, with the help of
Boyd, built the first log house. Martin claimed squatter's rights to the
land. A few people established themselves around Martin, and the settlement
became a landing for boats on the Arkansas River. Within a short time the

area had become a trading center.

Revolutionary War veteran, James Phillips, and his sons, Daniel and Thomas,
arrived at the Martin settlement in the late 1820's. The Phillipses established
a wood yard on the river bank to supply fuel to the flat-bottomed steamboats.
In 1830 Thomas Phillips bought the squatter's claim of Thomas Martin and became
owner of the town-site. The community came to be called "Phillips Landing"

and soon contained several stores.

When the post office was established in Phillips Landing, March 30, 1831, Thomas
Phillips was appointed postmaster and served until sometime during the latter
part of 1836. The post office was named for Martin Van Buren, then Secretary
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Arkansas Historic Preservation Program September 9, 1975
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of State under President Andrew Jackson. The settlement became known as
Van Buren.

Thomas Phillips, advertising lots for sale in Van Buren in the Arkansas
Gazette, April, 1836, stated:

"The town of Van Buren, Arkansas, is situated in Crawford
County on the left bank of the Arkansas River, about five
hundred fifty miles from the Mississippi River, by the

course of the river and a few miles from the Indian boundary
line. The immediate situation is picturesque and pleasing

to the eye, easily approachable by the roads, usually elevated
for a distance on the margin of the river, indeed a portion

of the townsite is high and commanding eminence, with an
abundant and never failing supply of the most palatable and
purest water."

Earlier, a rival community, known as Columbus, had appeared about one mile
below Van Buren, where a store and ferry had been established. In November
of 1836 the owners of the store decided that Van Buren was the best natural
location for a town due to the higher elevation. They bought from Phillips
his rights to the town-site at a price of $11,000. In 1837 Van Buren was
surveyed and laid out according to the direction of the river, rather than
by the cardinal points of the compass.

The seat of government in Crawford County was established in 1838 at Van
Buren. In 1842 Van Buren was first incorporated as a city. On January 4,
1845, the city was reincorporated.

Van Buren grew and prospered until the period of the Civil War. From 1862
until the end of the war, Van Buren was occupied by Federal troops. Like

many other southern towns, Van Buren was economically drained by the Civil
War. The war ended the first period of Van Buren's growth and development.

It was in the mid-1870's that Van Buren began to prosper again. Following
construction of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad in 1876 and
construction of the "Frisco" Railroad from St. Louis to the Arkansas River

in 1883, western Arkansas developed rapidly. The growth of Van Buren in

this period prompted a lengthy article in the Arkansas Gazette in 1890.
According to the article, the commercial, industrial and financial transactions
in Van Buren amounted to $13,064,319 in 1889. The majority of the buildings

in the Van Buren Historic District date from this time of prosperity, from

the 1880's until the World War I period.
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In the 1930's national attention was drawn to Van Buren and Crawford County
by Bob Burns, who popularized his hometown through fictional tales of

Ozark kinfolk on the Kraft Music Hall radio program. Another man of

national fame from Van Buren was Cyrus Adler (1863-1940), the Jewish historian
and scholar. The Bob Burns Opera House and the site of Adler's birth, both
located within the Van Buren Historic District, are landmarks in the city.

The City Council in Van Buren has had for a number of years, a strong desire
to preserve the historic structures in the city. This interest inspired

the formation of a City Register of Historical Places. The Van Buren Historic
District stands as representative of the commercial importance it commanded

in western Arkansas in the period between the 1880's and World War I.
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First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Fort Smith, Proud Heritage -
Promising Future - Van Buren.
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From the intersection of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad and Canehill
Street, west along the railroad to an imaginary line equidistant from the
centers of Main and Washington Streets, southwest along this imaginary line to

a point 275 feet south and west of Third Street, southeast along an imaginary
line parallel to Third Street to the northwestern right-of-way of Main Street,
southwest along the northwestern right-of-way of Main Street to the center of
Water Street, northwest along the center of Water Street to the imaginary line
equidistant from the centers of Main and Washington Streets, southwest along
this imaginary line to the Arkansas River water's edge, southeast along the
water's edge to an imaginary line equidistant from the centers of Main and
Webster Streets, northeast along this imaginary line to the center of Water
Street, northwest along the center of Water Street to the southeastern right-
of-way of Main Street, northeast along this right-of-way of Main Street to the
center of Third Street, southeast along the center of Third Street to ‘the center
of Webster Street, northeast along the center of Webster Street to the center

of Fourth Street, northwest along the center of Fourth Street to an imaginary
line equidistant from the centers of Main and Webster Streets, northeast along
this imaginary line to the center of Eighth Street, east along a line perpendic-
ular to Canehill Street to the center of Webster Street, northeast along the
center of Webster Street to the southwestern right-of-way of Ninth Street,

north along a line parallel to Canehill Street to the center of Main Street, west
along the center of Main Street to the center of Canehill Street, north along
the center of Canehill Street to the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad.
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

FIRST STATE CAPITOL « 300 WEST MARKHAM ¢ LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201

January 23, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington

Office of Nomination and Review
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: additions to National Register nominations
Dear Mr. Herrington:

Enclosed are a detailed map and two photographs for the 0l1d State House
Square Historic District nomination, which we mailed to you on

December 24, 1975. Several days ago your office requested the map for
the district. The photograph was not available when we mailed the nomi-
nation.

Also enclosed are a new ég;gi}ed map and a new verbal boundary description
for the Van Buren Historic District nomination. It is necessary to
incorporate these changes because we mistakenly bisected some buildings
with the district boundary as previously drawn.

Thanks very much for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Tlove—

Jack Doss, Historian
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

JD:js

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

sTaTE Arkansas

Date Entered ]4?[', \ 36 /‘77@

Name

Main Building, Arkansas Baptist College

(ifff—f?ren Historic District

Burns, Bob House

Also Notified

Hon. Dale Bumpers
Hon. John L. lMcClellan

Hon, Wilbur D. Mills
Hon. John P, Hammerschmidt

Regional Ditecfor, Southwest Region

"PR-M. Mott:fdf 5-4-76

Location

Little Rock
Pulaski County

Van Buren
Crawford Couaty

Van Buren
Crawford County

State Historic Preservation Offi:
Ms. Anne Bartley

Acting Director, Department of
Natural and Cultural lieritage
The 01d State House

300 West liarkham

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

INT: 2950=75
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July 5, 1978

Mrs. Susan Cuthrie

Executive Director

Van Buren Community Development Program
12 South Sixth Street, P.0. Box 644
Van Buren, Arkansas 72956

Dear Mrs. Guthrie:

On June 29, 1978, the Council received a determination from the City
of Van Buren that the use of Urban Development Action Crant funds
provided through the Department of Housing and Urban Development, for
the below listed projects within the Van Bur toric District, would
not adversely affect that property which is included ia the National
Register of Historic Places:

1. Acquisition and renovation of the Bob Burns Theater;

2. Removal of the asphalt from main street to expose the existing
brick street and trolley tracks; and,

3. Placement of a trolley car on main street.
The Executive Director does not object to your determination.
A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting
documentation and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment
or statement prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the Natiomal
Envirommental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of
your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320).
Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Louis S. Wall
01 Assistant Director, Office of
' Review and Compliance, Denver
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JBERY E. "Gene" BELL
"AYOR

DMMISSIONERS:

DR. LOUIS H. PEER
FINES BATCHELOR, JR.
AAYMOND ALLEN

SAM H. PARK

JOE KNIGHT

JSAN GUTHRIE
<ECUTIVE DIRECTOR .

INRAD O. PUGH
“TORNEY

i

B il i oo .
February 13, 1981 S e e e ey

Mr. Louis S. Wall

Director
Office of Review and Compliance i S e
Advisory Council on Historic Presgervati Ci;

P. 0. Box 25085 !

Denver, Colorado 80225

COPY

The City of Van Buren has determined that conditions warrant the

removal of a partially demolished structure located at 321 Main
Street, within the{Van Buren Historic District, which is owned
by the City. As per 36 CFR Part , € City .of Van Buren has

reviewed the proposed demolition and clearance and redevelopment,

and found it to be an action which will have an effect upon prcperty
included in the National Register.

Dear Mr. Wall: C>

As a result of a previous fire the roof and the back wall of the
structure collapsed in 1979 and a side wall-and one half of the
front wall collapsed last month during the demolition of the
adjoining structure. In view of the existing conditions and since
the structure had been classified as being non-significant by the
State Historic Preservation Program at the time of the initial
distirct survey, the City has found that the removal of the remainder
of the structure and debris, will have no adverse affect upon a
property included in the National Register.

Attached are comments received from the State Historic Preservation
Officer concurring in the City's determination.

If you have any questions, or require additional information please
feel free to contact me.

(L AR - 5
dsan ‘Guthrie =

Executive Director
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32-710 -
CL-03098 i

AR T 1982

Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidt
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Hammerschmidt:
Thank you for your letter of March 18 concerning the interests of the

merchants of the Van Buren Historic District, Crawford County, in
promoting tourism in northwest Arkansas. e

The Van Buren Historic District was entered in the National Register of
Historic Places on April 30, 1976. Enclosed is information on the
National Register program and the effects of listing properties in the
National Register. Under Federal law, listing in the National Register
does not affect the classification of a property under park and tourism
and the subsequent ability to operate businesses on Sundays. It dis
possible, however, that such listing would have a bearing on the decision
by Arkansas State officials to allow the Van Buren merchants to operate
on Sundays. The merchants may wish to contact Mr. Wilson Stiles, the
Arkansas State Historic Preservation Officer, who is responsible for
overseeing the historic preservation programs in Arkansas, as well as
nominating the State's significant historic resources to the National
Register. Mr. Stiles' address is: Director, Arkansas Historic Preserva-
tion Program, Continental Building, Suite 500, Markham and Main Streets,
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201.

We appreciate your interest in the historic preservation programs of the
National Park Service. Your correspondence is returned.

Sincerely,

/8gi/ Jerry L. Rogers

30Cie
Director
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Joe Berry, Jr, Vice President
The 01d Town Merchants

415 Main

Van Buren, Arkansas 72956

Dear Mr. Berry:

Thank you for your recent letter expressing the interests of the
merchants of the Van Buren Historic District in promoting tourism in
northwest Arkansas.

I appreciate your contacting me with your inquiry as to classifica-
tion under parks and tourism to permit you to operate with Sunday hours
and will certainly look into this matter on your behalf. As soon as a
response is provided me, I will be back to you.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,
=2ty JOHN PAUL MARMERSTH'"

JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT
Member of Congress

JPH:sw

bcec: DoI, Cong. Liaison
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John faul Hammerschmidt
Congress of the United States
House of Representetives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Sir,

I am writing on behalf of the Morchanta of the Historic District
of Van Buren in Crawford county, which are known as the 0ld Town
Merchants Association. It has been brought to our attention, as a
suggestion in promotions of Downtown Van Buren Historic District,
that an area like ours, being on the National Historic Registry,
could in fact be listed as a classification for Parks and Tourisum.
If this is the case, and our purpose is to promote Tourisum in
Northwest Arkansas., Cur request is a need of such listing and be abl
to open our shops on Sundays. Sundays are the most important days
for touriests, especially weekend vistors on short trips from Oklahor
Kansas, lkissouri, Texas,and others short distances away.

Knowing that your time is very important and is used to the best
of your constituency, we would apprecate your thougts, time, and
consideration in this matter. If you could just advise us on which
route to take in our quest for Sunday openings in our Downtown
Historic Distric.

I would like to thank you in advance for your time and reply.

‘oc Berry Jr.
V:co President

Tne @d Towm Merchants
415 M:En Van Buren, Ark.
72956
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5. Main Ste, bounded by Cane Hill St, and the Arkansas River.




