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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present Physical Appearance; The Cold River Bridge spans Cold River 
in the town of Langdon. The National Society for the Preservation of 
Covered Bridges World Guide to Covered Bridges number for the structure 
is 29-10-06. The New Hampshire Department of Public Works and Highways 1 
number for the Bridge is Langdon 162/105.

Measuring 78 feet long by 12 feet wide, it has one span and a town 
lattice truss with auxiliary arch. Now closed to all but foot traffic, 
the abutments and arches need repairing and the roof shingling*

Original Physical Appearance; Although the key structural members 
are original, more research is needed to detail which parts of the Bridge 
are original and which are replacement.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . - ,.^_ >>*

Engineering; Built during the fall of\1869j? the town of Langdon 
paid Albert S. Grangeijy^ion of Alfred Granger, $450.00 for the Cold 
River Bridge, fourth bridge on this site.

The first mentioning of a bridge in the town records is in 1789: 
"on August 24, 1789 the town voted to give Asa' Walker and Jeremiah 
Howar^ t 32 to "Build a good Bridge and to warrant said Bridge to stand 
Save Seven Months After the finishing which is to be the first of November 
ye 1790. ! This bridge was probably replaced in 1814 by one which stood 
until about 1840 when Calvin Smith was engaged to build a 3rd bridge at 
this point. The latter was carried off by the great freshet of October 4, 
1869, This bridge was supported in mid-stream by an abutment so constructed 
as to serve as an ice-breaker." **"

The present Cold River Bridge of 1869 has at times in the twentieth 
century been called the McDermott Bridge. The structure, in use until_ 
1964 when it was by-passed by a bridge 10 feet west, is,, along with the 
Prentiss Bridge (Drewsville Bridge), Langdon, the object of preservation 
by the Langdon Community Club.



? * Richard Sanders Alien, Covered Bridges of the Northeast (Brattleboro, 
Vermont: The Stephen Greene Press, 1957) 109- 

Thedia Cox Kenyon, New Hampshire's Covered Bridges. Rev. ed. Cn.p. :
Wake-Brooke House, 1966) 60-61, 144 

Floyd L. Avery, Report of Covered Bridges in New Hampshire, Rev. ed.
(Concord, N.H, : N.H. Department of Public Works and Highways, October 1965) 
7-8

Frank Burnside Kingsbu/ry,, -Hist or.y_,and- Genealogical Register of the
Town of Langdon I (White River Junct
Inc., 1932) 75-77

ion, Vt.': Press of Right Printing Co.,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

—————— - -•- ""' - *' ————— ••- . -'•••' * -'"• -• •t-a-^-
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° o . -- »

NE " ° ' " o .
SE ° ' " o. ..••'-,--••-. 
Syy Q i * o i *

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CO_O_RD_IN AT_ES 
3 DEFINING THc. CtNTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
R- ±- 1 '•- OF LESS ^KAN TEN -ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees. Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

43 ° 10 • 11- 72° 20' 51"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1/3 SCTQ ^~f^~~~~^ ~~ ~7~~^-

[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR ^C$AJl^ V^l6cUj(ti^^i"ES

STATE: CODE

A

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

A A r, i •;• >j u

COUNTY /W^ /^ <^ X/^X CODE'/ r/ rrr* *\*^- X f*t\\

COUNTY: /-^7 " '* S> & ^~ \ CODEL3 A/^^ * fe?a P^i
COUNTY: \ -~\ yO'iCj'^/Ol "' ' ~~l CODE

\£\ ^^S^/xfe /Q/

COUNTY: ^T/^ ^^ ''^C\/ CODE

NV/)7 TTn f \" V^ ̂
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Anne C. Newcomb, President
ORGANIZATION DATE

Langdon Community Club v March 8, 1973
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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