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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sarah-Samuel Nicholson house is a 2 1/2 story, 2 level 
brick home with a one story frame addition (1948) . It was built 
to serve as the residence of the Nicholsons. Patrick Rocat did 
the carpentry work, while Joseph Moore did the plastering.

The brickwork is Flemish bond with glazed headers. The 
South wall has patterned or diaper work across it. On that wall 
are the date of construction "1752" and the initials S N S 
(Sarah and Samuel Nicholson). The house has a box cornice and 
slain window trim, while the windows have brick hoodmolds above 
them. It has a pent roof across the front of the house that 
originally turned and extended several feet along either side. 
\ccording to pictures taken during the 1930's, an identical pent 
roof also extended across the rear of the house. The rear also 
las a brick watertable across it. The doorway has fluted 
pilasters, architrave, cornice, dentils, and louvered door 
shutters (that have been added later). The house has inside 
end chimneys on either end and 9X9 windows.

Inside, the house has original random-width hardwood floors 
throughout. Each room also has a broad chairrail along each 
wall. Each room has a working fireplace, most of which have 
their original mantles. The fireplace in what was originally 
the kitchen is one of the largest in Salem County. Next to it 
is an equally large brick alcove that served as a warming oven. 
The living room and the two bedrooms directly overhead have 
back-to-back corner fireplaces. Originally, this section of the 
living room was two rooms with one fireplace to serve each room. 
The cellar is paved with bricks with buttressed abutments to 
make several compartments.

The house was repaired, but not significantly altered, by 
Thomas Fogg in the 1850's. It underwent significant restoration 
by Bernard A. Milliard in 1948. Among the alterations were the 
closing up of a large hearse door in the rear and the addition 
of a one story frame wing that served as a garage. Since 1963, 
the Smicks have undertaken additional restoration including 
replacement of the original cedar shake roof with colonial blend 
gray asphalt shingles and addingadetached garage with dormers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Architecture

The Sarah-Samuel Nicholson house is most significant archi­ 
tecturally. Built in 1752, the house is one of the great houses 
of pre-revolutionary New Jersey that did not undergo extensive 
"modernization" during the Greek revival or Victorian periods. 
The only substantive alterations include the frame addition, the 
sealing off of the hearse door, and the removal of an interior 
wall to provide a larger living room. Thus, in many respects 
the house retains much of its original appearance.

In many respects, the Nicholson house typ^JLfies the more 
legant houses constructed prior to 1776. The Flemish bond 
brick, the patternwork on the South wall, the large kitchen 
fireplace, the back-to-back corner fireplace, and the interior 
floorplan are all characteristic of South Jersey architecture. 
The Nicholson house vividly illustrates the type of home occupied 
?y the wealthier colonists and the manner and style in which 
these persons lived. Few other existing homes demonstrate so 
clearly the lifestyle of the prop£erous settlers during the 
First century of Fenwick's Colony.

Political

The Nicholson house also has political significance of local 
importance. Samuel Nicholson was the son of Abel Nicholson and 
the grandson of Samuel Nicholson, both of whom were among the 
original settlers of Salem County, arriving with John Fenwick 
In 1675 aboard the "Griffin". After moving to his permanent 
esidence in 1752, Samuel Nicholson played an active role in 
Local politics and held several local offices. He openly sup­ 
ported the patriots during the Revolution, although age and 
Illness limited his activities to verbal support.

The owners of the house are as follows: Samuel Nicholson, 
L752-1794; Samuel N. Thompson, 1794-1837; Thomas Fogg, 1837- 
L885; Joshua Collins, c. 1897-1911; Dilwyn Cuff, 1911-1934- 
lifford Cuff, 1934-1948; Bernard A. Hilliard, 1948-1963; B. 
iarold Smick, Jr., 1963-present.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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