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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Shadows-on-the-Teche was built in 1831-34 as a townhouse for David
Weeks. James Bedell was the master builder. Although Weeks lived in the
house only a few days before an unsuccessful trip to Connecticut to
regain his health, the property was held by his descendants until 1958
when it was willed to the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
Restoration since that time has brought it to a condition approximating
that when new.

It is a two-and-a-half-story house of light red brick. Behind a two-
story veranda with eight giant Tuscan columns, the plan is three rooms
wide and two rooms deep. The end rooms are not as wide as the center and
the rear rooms are not as deep as-the front. The central room at the
rear on each floor is an open loggia as it was originally designed,
although it was enclosed on the upper story from 1860 until 1968, and
on the lower during the occupancy of Weeks Hall, 1922-58.

Now furnished as a dining roo., the central first floor room has a
marble floor, a broad cornice, and a pillared and paneled wood mantel-
piece. Other first floor rooms are floored with brick and the rooms on
the west end have exposed ceiling joists, whitewashed. The upstairs
drawing room has the only marble mantel and a somewhat richer cornice
than the dining room below.

The exterior is distinguished by a triglyph and metope frieze continued
across the gable ends. The columns, of plastered brick, rest on cubical
plinths. The end bays of the colonnade are filled with dark green
jalousies; those on the west screen the open stair.

Although near the center of New Iberia, the Shadows has a garden setting
of two-and-a-half acres which includes great trees, a hedged formal
garden to the east of the house, a tea house at the rear overlooking

the Teche, and a family graveyard in the southwest corner of the property
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Simple in concept and elegant in execution, the Shadows-on-the-Teche is
a superb example of a planter's house before the era of competitive
ostentation. Through eras of prosperity, occupation, neglect, and
modernization, it has survived to be restored to its original character.
Now a property of the National Trust for Historic Preservatlon, it is
beautifully maintained in its garden setting.
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CITY OR TOWN:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State [} Local []
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Title

PDate

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

CODE

Date

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The National Register

GPO 931.894
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