NPS Form 10-900 __OMB No. 1024-0018

Rev. 10-90
(Rev. 10-90) RECEVED

United States Department of the Interior

|
National Park Service ! '

| JAN220[G |

National Register of Historic Places

. . NAL f £ ,>vf9cn:STOr:E RACES
Registration Form NA.,ONALF*TK SERICE

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See Instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fonn 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all Items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Hydrant No. 3 House

other names/site number Metcalf Pump House (preferred)

2. Location

street & number  Washington Street not for publication

city or town_ Holliston vicinity

state MA code MA county Middlesex .code 017 zip code 01746

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thi*tj nomination

» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Qimeets « does not meet tfie National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide Oi{ locally. (» See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

bnature of certifying official/Title Ju®jth B. McDonough, Executive Director ' | Date
"Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, her”y certify that this property Is: Signaltura( of the Kteper Date of Action
H entered In the National Register
» See continuation sheet. 1 aX u/\
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Metcalf Pump House (preferred)
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT/firehouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Italianate

Narrative Description

Middlesex County. Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 _building
0 sites
structures
_ objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/Not in use

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation fieldstone, brick
walls weatherboard
roof asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Metcalf Pump House (preferred)
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex County. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Politics/Government

Architecture

Period of Significance
ca. 1871-1949

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Samuel A. Sanger

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
__ Other
Name of repository:



Metcalf Pump House (preferred) Middlesex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 298100 4672810
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Kathleen Kelly Broomer, Preservation Consultant, with Betsv Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 2000

street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard .telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state MA ,Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Iltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Holliston, Massachusetts

street & number 703 Washington Street .telephone  508-429-0608

city or town Holliston state MA zip code 01746

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonm is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Fomn 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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7. Description

Metcalf Pump House, Washington Street, Holliston (ca. 1871, MHC #304) isawood-frame fire station
(engine house) constructed ca. 1871. Washington Street (Route 16) is a heavily traveled regiond artery, and the
pump house is Stuated close to the busy intersection with Summer Street (Route 126). The grade of the small
property declines sharply from the street, and there isa small gravel driveway a the street edge of the property.
The surrounding neighborhood is comprised of various uses, including residentid, light industrial, office, ad
retail buildings. Properties immediately adjacent to the Metcalf Pump House are residentia in use

Encompassing 576 squarefest, the Metcalf Pump House isaone-gory, gable-front building with rectangular
massing, two bays across and two baysdesp. A sguare hose-drying tower with a concave mansard roof rises
from the right rear (north) comer. The building rests on piles of fieldstone, though the north comer, directly
benegth the hosetower, is supported by afour-foot-square foundation of mortared brick. Metcalf Pump House
reportedly was built on the stone piles, rather than on a continuous foundation, so water dripping from the
interior of the building could drain through the cracks between the floorboards. The building is Sded with six-
inch-wide horizontal boards and hes an agphdt shingle roof The fascia and soffit are trimmed with crown
molding.

Centered on the faBadeis alarge double bam door for admitting the hand pump (fire enging). Thisdoor is
congtructed of one-by-six-foot beeded boards st inadiagona chevron pattem and nailed to two-by-four-foot
frames. There isasngle "gooseneck” light fixturewith ameta shede over this doorway. To the right is another
entry for foot traffic, containing afive-paneled gandard door. There are no other entrances. Each sde elevation
hes two windows and there isa single window opening on the rear elevation. Windows, which currently are
boarded over, contain 1/1 wood sash. A historic postcard view indicates these windows may be replacements for
original 6/6 sash. Trim on the doors and windows congsts of plain six-inch boards.

The building's Itdianate-style omament is concentrated on the hosetower, which isin deteriorated condition.
Cornice brackets survive on the tower. The single tower window on the faBade hes a round-arched window
opening that is partly boarded over.

The building interior condgs of asingle room, the wallsand ceiling of which are covered with horizontal,
random-width beeded pine board sheething. Six-inch boards predominate. The floorboards are planks of random
width. Interior door and window trim condgsts of plain pine boards. There is no evidence to suggest that the
interior has ever been painted. Four eght-inch-square pogts support the hosetower, which is open to theinterior
of thebuilding. Thetower framingis pos and beam. Other interior featuresinclude four hanging porcdain light
fixtures with enamded meta shedes

L eft of the double-door entranceto the building isa brass plague affixed to asmal boulder, which reeds
"Donated to the Holliston Historical Commission by Jacob and Celia Richmond of Longmeadow, MA 1995."
Following the town's re-acquisition of the property in 1995, the pump house (except the hose tower) was daned
red, and the windows were boarded over for security purposes. The building remans vacant.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric dtes are recorded on the property, Stes may be present. Environmenta characteristics of the
property represent severd locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable for many types
of prehistoric stes. Although the property declines sharply from the dreet, soils in the areaare generdly well drained
and Chicken Brook, atributary stream of the Charles River, lies lessthan 1000 feet eest and south of the property. Six
prehistoric Stes are d 0 recorded in the generd areaincluding severd dong Chicken Brook south of Washington Strest.
In generd, however, the potential for locating significant archaeologica resources, either prehistoric or historic, onthe
nominated property islow. Historicimpacts from constmction of the pump house on the relatively smal ot (4792 squere
feet) have probably hed aadverse effect on any prehistoric resourcesthat may have been present. Potentia historic
archaeologica resources on the property might include archaeologica features associated with constmction of the pump
house, evidence of utilities and artifacts associated with activities conducted a the house. Mot of these resources are of
limited research vaue and margina importance.

(end)

8. Significance

Metcalf Pump House, Washington Street, Holliston (ca. 1871, MHC #304) isthe oldest extant fire house in
Holliston and one of only a smal number of 19"-century public buildings surviving in thetown. Built by loca
capenter Samud A. Sanger, the engine house istypical of 19"-century firehouse design in Holliston. Metcalf
Pump House, now vacant, was associated historically with Hydrant No. 3, a 19"-century fire engine that remans
in town ownership. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
asociation, Metcalf Pump House meas Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Facesand is
significant a the loca level.

Holliston is located in the extreme southem end of Middlesex County, on the eestem edge of the Centrad Upland
region of southem New England. Thetown is dtuated on a highland areadrained by tributary sreamsthat flow
southward into the Charles River. Land grants were mede in the vicinity as early as 1659, and the areawas
included in the town of Sherbom, incorporated in 1674. The sscond division of common lands of Sherbomin
1632 included all the land later known as Holliston, which was incorporated in 1724. The early economy was
bessd on grain production and cattle grazing, and settlement followed the pattem of dispersed farmsteads that
characterized the region as awholein the 18* century. There were five tanneries in thetown by ca. 1771, a
byproduct of extensve loca ceattle raising, and shoe manufacturing was introduced in 1793. [Thomas Hollis
Historic District National Register nomination]

In the second quarter of the 19*' century, Holliston begen a shift from a predominantly agrarian economy to one

of agriculture and large-scde manufacturing. Boot, shoe, and straw hat production emerged as major sources of

employment and economic development. Between the 1830s and the early 1880s, the town's industrial bese
(continued)
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expanded beyond thecottage industries (boots and shoes, straw braid and bonnets) of the late 18* and early 19*
centuries. Among the other factories present in Holliston during this period were aforge and auger factory, a
manufacturer of copper pumps, a manufacturer of woolens, and a waxed paper manufacturer. Improved railroad
connections facilitated expansion of the town's industries. 1n 1847-1848, the Boston & Worcester Railroad (later
the Boston & Albany) opened its South Framingham-Milford branch line, establishing stations at East Holliston,
Holliston Center, and Metcalf (in thewestem part of town). Most of the town's ensuing industrial devel opment
was located along the path of the railroad. Thearrival of the railroad and the growth of local industry generated
rapid population growth and a concomitant building boom. Thetown's population more than doubled between
1800 and 1840 (1,782 persons), and nearly doubled again by 1860 (3,339 persons). [ MHC Reconnaissance
urvey Report]

Edtablishment of municipa fire protection effortsin Holliston was one result of growth in the town's population
and industrial base. In 1832, the town purchased itsfirst fire goparatus, a"bucket tub” or bucket fire engine.
Water was poured into the engine from buckets and then directed a the fire. An engine company of twelve was
edablished to men this engine, which was retired & an unknown date, likely by 1846. In 1846, two fire engines
were acquired. Excelsor No. 1 was located a Jar Brook in Eagt Holliston, asmdl industrial center witha
railroad station. Neptune No. 2 was located on Washington Street a Chicken Brook in the westem half of town
(eedt of the extant Metcalf Pump House).

The companies organized to mn the engines were independent private societies initially. [Hulber] Engine
Company No. 1, of forty-three men, was basad a the engine house congructed in the 1850s in Eagt Holliston.
During the 1870s, Steamer Companty No. 2 occupied this engine house, which was located on Centra Street neer
Curve Street. The building was destroyed by fire in 1902. [Pinkham and Chamberlain; Images of America; 1884
directory] Engine Company No. 2, of thirty-seven men, manned the engine located in the westem half of town, a
Chicken Brook. The engine is bdieved to have been housed inabam originally. The heavily populated town
center remained unprotected until May 1858, when Engine Company No. 2 was relocated from the westem end
of town to anew engine house a the town center. [Pinkham and Chamberlain]

Thetown established Engine Company No. 3 in 1859, to replace Company No. 2 in the west end. The new
company was equipped with thetown's origina 1832 "bucket tub," apparently brought out of retirement. The
inadequecy of the old bucket tub became evident the same year, when Appleton Bragg's Hotel in Braggville
burned inagoectacular fire. Braggville, avillage in the westem part of Holliston on Washington Street neer the
Milford town line, included three large boot and shoefactories in addition to the hotdl. [Transcript article] An
article on the Town Meeting warrant for March 1860 caled for the town's purchase of amore modem Hunneman
engine, to be located neer Metcalf Station. For reesonsnow lost to time, the motion was passad over. [Pinkham
and Chamberlain]

The evenrts of the Civil War delayed the town's acquisition of anew engine for the Metcalf section of town until
1867. At that time, the town of Holliston purchased the modem Hunneman Company hand tub, designating the
(continued)
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goparaus Hydrant No. 3. Loca tradition holdsthat the town acquired the engine from a group of Harvard
Universty students, who had usad the gpparatusto participate in locd fire musters. The studentsreportedly
pushed the engine into Boston Harbor following a poor showing in one contest. They subsequently retrieved the
engine and sold it to the town of Holliston. [Hulber] Initially Hydrant No. 3 was housed in bams in the westem
end of town. Inabout 1871, the town authorized construction of anew engine house, the present Metcalf Pump
House, near Metcalf station. [Pinkham and Chamberlain] A company of thirty men was assigned to the engine.
[Hulber] By 1880, the dze of the company had been reduced to ten men. [1884 directory]

During the year ending Febmary 1, 1872, the town paid Samud A. Sangear the amount of $903.90to build the
presant engine house. Other payments mede by the Fire Department that year, according to the town's Annual
Report, included one to C. C. Abbott for land for an engine house ($300), and another to Francis Cutler & a. for
foundation and grading work ($397). During 1872-1873, the town authorized payment of an additiona $25 for
"finishing number 3." [Pinkham and Chamberlain]

Samuel A. Sanger (bom 1825), a carpenter, was a Holliston resident. He was the oldest son of Samuel H. Sanger,
afarmer, and Eliza Sanger. Histwo brothers, Ambrose Sanger and William H. Sanger, also were carpenters.
[Massachusettscensus] In addition to building the Metcalf Pump House, Samuel Sanger did other carpentry
work for the town of Holliston. In 1871-1872, the town paid Sanger for repairs on the East Holliston engine
house, then occupied by Engine Company No. 1, aswell asrepairs to the town's schoolhouses. Sanger also
received payment in 1871 to repair bridges intown. [1871-1872 Annual Report]

Therewsas a disastrous fire in the town center commercid district in 1875, which consumed twenty-two buildings
[Reeg] ad led to further expangon of Holliston's fire-fighting capabilities. Following the fire, the town acquired
a hook and ladder truck as well as a second deam engine. (The town's first deam engine, a Silsby, had bean
acquired in 1870 and arrived in 1871). By the 1880s the town of Holliston hed four fire-fighting companies. At
the town center were Steeamear Company No. 1 and Hook and Ladder Company, housed on Central Street neer
Washington Street. Steamer Company No. 2 was besad a East Holliston, on Washington Street neer Curve
Streat. Hydrant Company No. 3 was a the present Metcalf Pump House. [1834 directory]

The town of Holliston phasad out its uee of the Metcalf Pump House by the tum of the 20* century. The building
reportedly was mothballed in 1899. [Images of America; Pinkham and Chamberlain] In his Annua Report for
the year ending February 1, 1901, the Fire Department chief noted that repairs had been mede to the engine
house, but the department roster did not show a company assigned to the engine stored there. The other engine
houses staffed by the town & that time were occupied by Steamer Company No. 1 and Hook & Ladder Company,
both & the town center (building demoalished), and Steemar Company No. 2 & Eagt Halliston (building destroyed
by fire 1902). After about 1907, the Metcalf Pump House (Hydrant No. 3) is mentioned only sporadicaly in the
annud reports of the Fire Department.

(continued)
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Metcaf Pump House isthe only 19 -century firehouse remaining in Holliston. The wood-framebuilding is
typica of other engine housesbuilt in Holliston during the third quarter of the 19 century. Each of the one-story
buildings had an important character-defining feature, the tall squaretower a the rear, for hanging, draining, and
drying leether hoses, which rotted if not properly cared for. Itishard totell where or when the idea of hanging
hose vertically originated, though towers were being congructed on new fire stations by the 1850s. [Zurier, p. 65]
In additionto serving afunctional purpose, the tower quickly becameavehicle for architectural expresson. The
towered Eadt Holliston engine house (bumed 1902) wes a front-gabled building that also feaetured afase front a
the faBade. The Centra Street engine house a the town center (demolished) hed bracketed eavesand atower
with a concave mansard roof, similar to the tower a the Metcalf Pump House. [Historic photographs in Imeges of
Americal Today, the Fire Department operates out of the Central Fire Station, Central Street (1930, MHC #161);
Gaes'Ead Halliston Station, Washington Street (1945); and McCormick Station, South Street (1954). The Fire
Department aso usss the so-cdled Foundry Building on Centra Street for additional offi ce oace and Sorage.

A magjority of Halliston's surviving historic municipal buildingsdateto the first half of the 20* century. Metcalf
Pump House is one of only two 19*-century municipa buildingsidentified in the townto date. The other is
Town Hall, 703 Washington Street (1855, MHC #28, Edwin Payson, architect and builder). Town Hall, the
Metcalf Pump House, and the old Centra Street engine house (demolished, s above) al demondrate the
popularity of the Itdianate style of architecture in Holliston's municipa buildingsconstructed in the third quarter
of the 19* century.

In 1950, membersof the Fire Depatment restored the Hydrant No. 3 fire engine. The gpparatus remans in town
ownership and currently is in sorage. [Pinkham and Chamberlain] Metcalf Pump House was sold in 1954 toa
loca resdent, who used the building for Sorage. The former engine housewas alowed to deteriorate until 1995,
when Springfield attomey Jacob Richmond, an heir of the original purchaser, donated the building and land to
the town of Halliston. The pump house, which remains vacant, hes been maintained with volunteer 1abor. The
building is now under thejurisdiction of thetown's Board of Sdectmen. One reuse proposa involves cregtion of
amusaum devoted to the history of the Holliston Fire Department.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of thetown of Holliston's
a832S0rs map.

Boundary Judtification

The boundary includes the parcd that hes been assodiated historically with the pump house.

(end)
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Photographs

Photographer: Kathleen Kelly Broomer, July 1999
Negatives on file with: Holliston Historical Commission

1 View looking north (note hosetower a rear of roof)

2. Rear dlevation, view east, with hose tower

3. View south showing brick foundation beneeth hosetower and stone pilings dsewhere
on foundation.
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Betsy Friedberg

Nationa Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| am pleased to report to you that the Holliston Board of Selectmen voted nn MarcV) 27, 1999 to
endorsethe request of the Holliston Historical Commission that theMetcalf Pump Housej be
recommended for listing on the National Register of Historic Placesr™'A-"-A,

The Halliston Historica Commission was successful in obtaining the building and surrounding
land as adonation to the Town and they have utilized the efforts of volunteersto maintain the
building. We ae pleased that they have taken the initiative to sesk the listing on the National
Regider.

Thank you in advance for your assgancein this matter. Pleesefed freeto contact the
underdgned if you have any questionsor if you require aty additional information.

Very truly yours.

Taul D. LeBeau
Town Administrator

PDL/pc

XC: Holliston Historical Commission

metcalf.wpd

TOWN HALL, 703 WASHINGTON STREET HOLLISTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01746-2167
(508) 429-0608 FAX (508) 429-0684
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretar>' of the Commonwealth
January 11,2000 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stregt, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Metcalf Pump House, Washington Street, Holliston (Middlesex Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owner of the propertywas notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the megting and was afforded the opportunity
to comment.

A letter of support from the Holliston Board of Sdectmen has been received, and isincluded with
the nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Jeoqudine Sulliven, Halligton Higtorical Commission
May Gremndde, Halliston Board of Sdedmen
Tina Fierdinock, Halliston Flanning Departmant
Kahleen Kdly Broomer, Presarvation Conaultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax:(617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
wiuiu.state.ma.iis/sec/mhc



