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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC>MISSION 
„Q£fice_Qf_..the,Secre-tary, Boston 

Comniunity: — - -

SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 

-Eoim. Not-

E-514 

Property Name: BACON-MORSE DISTRICT 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT 

The Bacon-Morse D i s t r i c t i s a s i g n i f i c a n t example of a g r i c u l t u r a l and r u r a l settlement. 
Although the area i s no longer a g r i c u l t u r a l i t retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, 
se t t i n g , materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The late-19th century added 
the lumber business to the a g r i c u l t u r a l business as a major part of the economy; the 
Morse-Lumber Co. continues to operate at t h i s time. Many of the o r i g i n a l families 
have remained in the area throughout the 19th—century. The D i s t r i c t therefore, meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register at the local l e v e l . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



ARCHITECTURE SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 
This r u r a l settlement contains several houses, barns and a cemetery clustered 

corners of the intersection of North Woodstock and Tipton Rock Roads. The r e s i d e n t i a l structuig 
represents a variety of vernacular styles popular during the area's period of greatest s i g n i f i ­
cance, ca. 1750 through the early-20th century. The most s i g n i f i c a n t properties included 
i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t are: 

Freeman Pratt Farm (form //E-508) (ca. 1750, ca. 1845) (northwest corner of 
intersection) 

The e a r l i e s t structure i n the area i s a wel l preserved one-and-a-half 
story, f i v e bay house with central chimney which forms most of the e l l 
of t h i s two story Federal styl e house. The Federal period section of 
the house i s the most elaborate of the other houses i n the d i s t r i c t . 
B u i l t on a three bay, side entry, pediment fr o n t plan, i t s has such f i n e 
Federal elements as a fan motif flanked by tapered pi l a s t e r s i n the 

.' pediment and an unusual door frame with a strongly projecting cornice 
above a pilastered frieze and pairs of t h i n tapered pi l a s t e r s flanking 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of areâ ,̂ "w?ia*tP̂ iMf 
and how i t affected comramity; be specific). 

The Bacon-Morse D i s t r i c t was f i r s t s ettled i n the mid-18th century by members of the 
Morse, Pratt and Bacon families. This cluster of farms soon grew to be a d i s t i n c t 
r u r a l community. Made i n 1812 from a 1796 survey, the e a r l i e s t map of Southbridge to 
include the location of buildings shows a group of structures scattered along North Woodstock 
Road i n the v i c i n i t y of the present h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Extending some distance beyond the 
l i m i t s of the present h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , that area included Morse's Tavern to the north, 
a school (established ca. 1772) which stood on the southeast corner of the present i n t e r ­
section and three farms (one being the Freeman Pratt Farm and the other two located on 
either side of the road where the present Hiram Morse Farmhouse (form //E-513) stands.) 
Although not indicated on the map, a community cemetery had already be established by that 
date. By 1830, six houses and a schoolhouse were clustered around the intersection while 
other structures stood further away along North Woodstock Road to the north and south. 
Other farms to the east down Tipton Rock Road were apparently also part of the community at 
that time. . . . ^ 

Many of the o r i g i n a l families to se t t l e here remained i n the area throughout the 19th-­
century. A few more houses appeared i n the v i c i n i t y but the neighborhood did not grow 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

During the late-J9th century, lumbering was added to farming as a means of li v e l i h o o d 
for the settlement. That business s t i l l survives today i n the form of Morse Lumber Company 
nearby. Although farming i s no longer a t h r i v i n g enterprise here, many area residents are 
descended from the o r i g i n a l families. Some modern houses have been b u i l t along the road i n the 
southern part of the d i s t r i c t . Nevertheless, the h i s t o r i c area s t i l l survives as a visual 
e n t i t y , even though i t i s no longer completely r u r a l in—^pocirance. 

\ (See Continuation Sheet) 
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Property Name: Bacon-Morse Dis t r ic t 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

Freeman Pratt Farm (cont'd) 
3/4 length s i d e l i g h t s . Resting on a granite foundation and roofed 
with s l a t e , the house i s one of only two w e l l preserved Federal s t y l e 
farmhouses i n Southbridge (see form #B-243). I t i s also among the 
best preserved examples i n town of a t r a n s i t i o n a l Federal/Greek 
Revival s t y l e house featuring the three bay gable f r o n t house form 
with Federal d e t a i l s (see forms #C-301 & //D-448). The 19th-century 
barn s t i l l stands north of the e l l . 

Daniel Morse Farmhouse, (form y/E-511) (1855-1870) (southeast comer 
of intersection) 

This 3 bay side entry Greek Revival styl e cottage i s a late expression 
of s t y l e . Typical of such l a t e r examples, t h i s one-and-a-half story 
house has a high pitched roof, broad eaves and no pediment. Attenuated 
vernacular expressions of Greek Revival deta i l s such as the f r i e z e , 
cornerboards and simple architrave/pilaster doorframe are seen here. 
S t i l l part of a working farm, the house retains i t s o r i g i n a l barn at 
the rear. 

Morse Cemetery, (form #801) (1789-present) (south side of eastern  
branch of Tipton Rock Road, behind Daniel Morse Farm) 
Deeded i n 1789 to nine neighborhood residents for use as a burying 

place forever, the burying ground contains 290 burials (not a l l with 
markers). Numerous pre-1830 stones are s t i l l extant. I n general, 
the stones are i n upright condition and s t i l l l e g i b l e . Surrounded 
by a stone fence and .in a r u r a l s e t t i n g , the cemetery retains i t s 
h i s t o r i c appearance. 

Hiram Morse Karnhouse (1855-I87u; (990 North woodstock Roadj 
(see attached form y i^-Slj) 

Two houses which stand on the southwest corner of the intersection appeared here some­
time around the turn of the century, af t e r 1898. The larger of the two, a ca. 1870's one-
and-a-half story gable f r o n t Victorian vernacular cottage with a gingerbread porch (form 
#E-509) i s said to have been moved to this s i t e from Southbridge center. About the same 
time, a one-story vernacular cottage was b u i l t behind i t facing on Tipton Rock Road. Small 
i n size and simple i n design, both houses are compatible with the area's e a r l i e r houses 
and stand as testament to the continuing v i t a l i t y of thi s r u r a l family d i s t r i c t at the turn 
of the century. The buildings found i n the Bacon-Morse D i s t r i c t are similar to Vernacular 
r e s i d e n t i a l structures found elsewhere i n Southbridge. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 
No longer represented by i t s tavern and schoolhouse (demolished about 1966) or i t s f u l l comple­
ment of farms and houses, the Bacon-Morse D i s t r i c t s t i l l survives. Other r u r a l communities 
i n Southbridge, such as "Ammidown City" near Sandersdale and a settlement at the foot of 
Lebanon H i l l are no longer i n t a c t . The Bacon-Morse D i s t r i c t s t i l l consists of an undisturbed 
nucleus of w e l l preser-ved buildings and a cemetery which are representative of i t s period of 
importance as an a g r i c u l t u r a l community. 
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