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Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued belcw.

NATI ONAL REA STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT

The Bacon-Morse District is asignificant exanple of agricultural andrural settlement.
Al though the area is nolonger agricultural it retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. Thelate-19thcentury added
the lumber business t othe agricultural business as a major part of the econony; the
Mor se- Lumber Co. continues to operate at this time. Mny of the original families
have remained in the area throughout the 19th—entury. TheDistrict therefore, nmeets
criteria AandCof the National Register at the local level.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



ARCH TECTURE 9 GN H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).
This rural settlement contains several houses, barns anda cenetery clustered
corners of the intersection of North Wodstock and Ti pton Rock Roads. Theresidential structuig
represents a variety of vernacular styles popular during the area's period of greatest signifi-
cance, ca. 1750through the early-20thcentury. Thenost significant propertiesincluded
in the historic district are:

Freeman Pratt Farm (form//E508) (ca. 1750, ca. 1845) (northwest corner of
intersection)
The earliest structure inthe area i s awell preserved one-and-a-half

story, five bayhouse with central chimey which forms nobst of theel |
of this twostory Federal style house. The Federal period section of
the house i s the nost el aborate of the other houses in the district.
Built ona three bay, side entry, pedinment front plan, itshassuch fine
Federal elements as a fan motif flanked by tapered pilasters in the

5 pedi ment and an unusual door frame with a strongly projecting cornice
above a pilastered frieze andpairs of thin tapered pilasters flanking

HSIORCAL SAGNHCANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area®, M w?ia*tP\i M
and howit affected comamty; be specific).

The Bacon-Mrse District was first settled in the md-18th century by menbers of the
Mor se, Pratt andBacon famlies. This cluster of farms soon grew to be a distinct
rural comunity. Made in 1812from a 1796survey, the earliest nmap of Southbridget o
include the location of buildings shows a group of structures scatteredalong North Wodst ock
Road in the vicinity of the present historic district. Extending sone distance beyond the
limts of the present historic district, that area included Morse's Tavern t othe north,
a school (established ca. 1772) which stood on the southeast corner of the present inter-
section andthree farms (one being the Freeman Pratt Farm andthe other twolocatedon
either side of the road where the present Hiram Mrse Farnhouse (form//E513) stands.)
Al though not indicated on the map, a community cemetery had already be established by that
date. By 1830, six houses and a school house were clustered around the intersection while
other structures stood further away along North Wodstock Road t othe north and south.
Other farms t othe east down Tipton Rock Road were apparently also part of the conmmunity at

N

that time.

Many of the original famlies tosettle here remanined i nthe area throughout the 19th--
century. A few nore houses appeared in the vicinity but the neighborhood did not grow
significantly.

During the late-J9th century, lumbering was added t ofarmng as a neans of livelihood
for the settlement. That business still survives today in the form of Myrse Lunber Conpany
nearby. Although farmng is nolonger athriving enterprise here, nany area residents are
descended from the original families. Sone nodern houses have been built along the road i nthe
southern part of the district. Nevertheless, the historic area still survives as a visual
entity, even though i tis nolonger completely rural in—2pocirance.
\" (See Continuation Sheet)
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maps, atlases

Leaflets of the Quinebaug Historical Society, Vol. I, p. 26

Morse, H Porter, "Mrse Nei ghborhood", unpublished M5 1970,
collection J. Edwards Library, Southbridge

interview S Ceccacci with R chnond Shernman, fall 1985
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE (cont ' d)

Freeman Pratt Farm (cont'd)

34 length sidelights. Resting onagranite foundation and roofed
with slate, the house i s one of only tw well preserved Federal style
farmhouses i n Southbridge (see form #B-243). 1t is also among the
best preserved exanples in town of atransitional Federal/Gr eek
Revival style house featuring the three bay gable front house form
with Federal details (see forms #C 301 & //D-448). The 19th-century
barn still stands north of the ell.

Dani el Mrse Farmhouse, (formy/E511) (1855-1870) (southeast comer
of intersection)

This 3 bay side entry Geek Revival style cottage i s alate expression
of style. Typical of such later exanmples, this one-and-a-half story
house has a high pitched roof, broad eaves and no pedinent. Attenuated
vernacul ar expressions of Geek Revival details such asthe frieze,
cornerboards andsinple architrave/pilaster doorframe are seen here.
Still part of aworking farm the house retains i tsoriginal barn at
the rear.

Morse Cenetery, (form#801) (1789-present) (south side of eastern
branch of Tipton Rock Road, behind Daniel Mrse Farm

Deeded i n 1789 to nine neighborhood residents for use as aburying
place forever, the burying ground contains 290 burials (not all with

markers). Numerous pre-1830 stones are still extant. |n general,
the stones are inupright condition and still legible. Surrounded
by a stone fence and .inarural setting, the cemetery retainsits

historic appearance.

Hi ram Mor se Kar nhouse (1855-187u; (990 North woodst ock Roadj
(see attachedformy in9))

Two houses which stand onthe southwest corner of the intersection appeared here sorre-
time around the turn of the century, after 1898. Thelarger of the two, aca. 1870's one-
and-a-half story gable front Victorian vernacul ar cottage with a gingerbread porch (form
#E-509) i s said to have been noved to this site from Southbridge center. About the same
time, aone-story vernacular cottage wasbuilt behind i tfacing onTipton Rock Road. Small
in size and sinmple in design, both houses are compatible with the area's earlier houses
and stand as testament to the continuingvitality of this rural famly district at the turn
of the century. Thebuildings found in the Bacon-Mrse District are similar to Vernacul ar
residential structures found elsewhere in Southbridge.

H STOR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont'd)
No longer represented byit stavern and school house (demolished about 1966) or it sfull conple-

ment of farms and houses, the Bacon-Mrse District still survives. Other rural conmmunities
in Southbridge, such as "Ammdown City" near Sandersdale and a settlement at the foot of
Lebanon Hill are nolonger intact. TheBacon-Mrse District still consists of anundisturbed

nucl eus of well preser-ved buildings and a cemetery which are representativeof it speriod of
i mportance as anagricultural community.
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