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COMMON:

u Starr Ranch
| AND/OR HISTORIC: .

STREET AND NUMBER

Starr Sprlngs Campground - 46 miles south of Hanksville on U-276
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Utah e 49 Garfield
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Richfield, Utah
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Richfield, Utah
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(Check One)

CONDITION

] Excellent [] Goed- - D Fair [X] Deteriorated ] Ruins ] Unexposed
' (Check One) - o ] (Check One) :
X Altered [ Unaltered : [T Moved [x) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE ERESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site represents the first permanent ranch in the southern end of the
"Henry Mountain in 18907 The site consists of a ranch house” and smoke house,
The smoke house appears to have been the residence while construction of
the house was taking place. The roof of this subterranean structure was
made of fitted granite rocks in an arched ~  form of construction.

| There s no internal or external form of support for this roof. No mortarr

'was used in construction of either the smoke house or the ranch house.
The ranch house was also constructed of closely fitting granite rocks with

soil used for sealing of the rock walls. The walls were about two feet :
. thi Cko ' . C :

‘The site is now protected by a fence. Vandalism is evident on the main

‘ranch house, with many of the. 1nteresting sculptured window sills removed.
-The smoke house is still intact.

Therterraln is rolllng hills to flats, near a large spring which bears-
VStarr 8 name, The surrounding area is now a developed recreation area
and is, one of the points of interest in the southern end of ‘the mountains.

The bulldlngs have been altered- by deterloratlon and vandalism,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Al Starr “entered the Henry Mountains as an early prospector in the 1880's.
He started a mine on Mt. Hiller which he worked a few years. Evidently
the mine was not a paying operation and in 1890 he settled at Starr's
Spring to start a cattle operation. This operation too succumbed to
economic disaster and by 1900 the ranch was abandoned :

The ‘significance of the'site’'iies not in its role in history, But in the
unique form of construction of the ranch house and smoke house. As men-
tioned, it is now a scenic attraction at Starr Springs Campground.

The site is of local significancé since Al Starr was not a major figure
head in the early settlement of the Henry Mountainsa k. (sest
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Significance

Local legend has it that the ranch was often visited by Butch Cassidy”
and his cohorts.

A short lived venture, Starr Ranch failed probably because of over-
grazing. Today, the region's primary economic base is ranching, and
the Starr Ranch represents an early effort at this occupation in the
south end of the Henry Mountains,

Of unusual construction for the area, the ranch house, was built of dressed
granite (diorite) and chinked with mud. Much time and care was taken
in the construction of the building in relation to its relatively short
use spane

The smoke house, too, is uniquely built. A dugout, its only visible
support is the earthen sides of the structure, and its arched roof, The
only wooden posts found in the building are two pole stringers used as
meat drying racks.
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