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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1847 by Peter McCollum, this home was sold
to Colonel John T. Chidester around 1857.

The plan is rectangular with smaller wings on the
East and West wing of the main house. The main house
is one and one-half stories.

Of wood frame construction, the house is raised on
brick piers with pierced brick underpinning between the
perimeter piers. The structure is finished with hori-
zontal, beveled siding.

A veranda which extends the width of the main house,
is supported by massive columns that reach to the under-
side of the cornice. The flat architrave and frieze are
recessed slightly behind the column face. The columns,
with moulded bases, rest on square pedestals.

The roofs of both smaller wings and of the main house
are gabled with plain, close rakes.

The main windows are double hung sash, with a pattern
of 9 x 9 lights, and have flat surrounds with corner blocks.
They are shuttered with louvered blinds.

The entrance doors are double with glass lights, with
moulded surrounds and within a moulded architrave con-
taining sidelights and transom. The light refractions
caused by the variations in thickness of this glass add
an interesting visual effect.

The two main chimneys are stucco covered brick and are
outside ended. One is offset left, the other is offset
right.

The scale and visual strength of this home are impres-
sive. The rooms have 12 foot high ceilings and the main
house is over twenty feet high from ridge to ground.
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The McCollum-Chidester house is one of the finest and

best preserved examples of ante-bellum architecture in
Arkansas.

Although the Greek Revival style appeared to predom-
inate Arkansas architecture in the second quarter of the
19th Century, this home was a refreshing departure from
the rule. It is more characteristic of plantation homes
found in Southern Maryland and Virginia in the late 1700's
and early 1800's. The strength of its columms, its sur-
prising scale and its quiet symmetry create an atmosphere
of beauty and dignity.

John T. Chidester was born in New York City on Decem-
ber 1, 1818. He moved to Georgia when a young man and
became engaged in carrying the mail overland. After
operating mail stage lines in Georgia, Alabama, and Miss-
issippi, Chidester moved to Camden, Arkansas in 1857.
Since his business required his presence in Washington,
D. C. frequently, he became acquainted with such promi-
nent political figures as Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun,
and Daniel Webster.

During the Civil War Chidester continued to carry on
his business, or business of some sort. There is no pbroof
that he ever served in the Confederate Armyq din fack, his
obituary and the Official Records of the Union and Confed-

erate Armies imply that he did not serve in any military
capacity.

In the Spring of 1863, Chidester was engaged in an
attempt to effect an exchange of Confederate cotton for
Federal provisions and supplies. Several Arkansas mem—
bers of the Confederate Congress approached Secretary
of War James A. Seddon in Richmond about the matter. On
March 12, 1863 Seddon signified his approval of the plan
in a letter to General E. Kirby Smith, even though such

( continued )




American Guide Series, Arkansas, A Guide to the State,

New York:

Camden News, December 21,

T. Chidester,"

Hastings House, 1941.

15937,

Ferguson, John L., "A Biographical Sketch of Colonel John
Arkansas History Commission, MS.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [ Local K]

Name AWM

Georgé'M. Re?ﬂolds

Title State Tdaison Officer

Date Je7alL

March 12,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic
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trading with the enemy was ordinarily forbit is) Chid-

ester was described as '"reliable, loyal, and of adequate
means, having peculiar facilities, from his position as

a former planter on the river and his past connections
and business, to accomplish successfully the ends pro-
posed." Chidester, as the official contractor, stood

to make a handsome profit from this deal with the Yankees.

Very soon after the end of war Chidester secured per-
mission from General Orme, U.S. Treasury Agent in Memphis,
to collect Confederate cotton in the Camden area for de-
livery to Federal authorities. One-fourth of the cotton
in pounds, or a fourth of its value when sold, was to go
to Chidester for his services. Brigadier-General G. F.
McGinnis, in command at Camden, regarded Chidester and
his kind as thieves and swindlers. On June 9, 1865
McGinnis wrote to Colonel John Levering, Assistant Adju-
tant General of the Department of Arkansas, that "Chid-
ester . . 1s guite notorious as a former Government
mail contractor in this country. I presume you have
heard of him. If not, the Attorney-General can give you
all the information in regard to him. I think the whole
thing is wrong, and in Chidester's case I have determined
that he shall not touch a bale of Government cotton . .
The appointment of these outsiders is a regular swindle.
Chidester tells me that he can make $100,000 out of it
in sixty days."

Chidester secured his fattest government contract in
1878 when he became president and general manager of the
Arkansas, Texas and Pacific Mail Company. Some 300 men,
2000 horses, 60 Concord coaches and a cavalry detachment
were required to carry the mails from Pt. Worth, Texas,
to Ft. Yuma, Arizona Territory, a distance of over 1500
miles. Out of this operation came the famous Star Route
Fraud cases in 1881, a scandal which almost wrecked the
administration of President Garfield and carried over
into the Arthur era. Apparently Chidester did not figure
as one of the principals in the defense, but his obituary
refers to him as the "Star Router". He died in Camden on
March &, 1892.
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"Chidester House at Camden", State Parks,
Recreation and Travel Commission, MS, Little Rock,
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Historic Camden,

Ouachita County Historical Society.
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1023 WEST THIRD STREET LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501 374-0375
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Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

801-19th Street NW

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Attached are National Register Nominations for
the following properties:

Drennen-Scott Home

Garrott House

Du Bocage
Hudson-Grace-Borreson House
Grandison D. Royston House
McCollum-Chidester House
Headquarters House

These Nominations have been approved by a majority
of the State Review Committee.

Sincerely,

George M. Reynolds
State Liaison Officer

%Zfﬁr

ack E. Porter
Administrator

JEP/hp

Attachments
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Hon, Jobua L. ¥cllellan

United States Bsaate

Waaningzon, 8. C.

Dear 3enatey MoClellan:

e are plzazod to iafows you that the historie properties listed on the
anclosure hava boen nosinsted by the giaks Lialzon Gificsy approintad by
tha Governez for the implemantabion of the National listoric Presecrvatioa
?rcgfag in Arransas and have Eecn entered inte the Hatlonal Aegister
of Historic Places, BSBepater J. W. Fﬁlbé&ghﬁ end the appropriate
Peprasantatives have alzn heen providad with this information. 3By copy
of this latter, the State ldaison Gfficer, Dr. George . Reynolds,
Chalruan, 5taby Roview Croomittas, 014 Stzte Housa, Little Rock,
BEr¥ansas 72201, hag 1likewise beeon notified. & leaflet exulalning

tha Hational Baglister is snciossed,

Sinvarely YORTSs,
(Sigmed}
= Blrector
Fracs .y
Enclosuras v o4 ?9?1
Fotesred in whoa Hatiomald Sagislsy

cct Dr. George M. Reynelds, Chairman, State Review Committea, 0ld State louse,

Little Rock, Prkansas 72201

b Sakc 0% Plrki St bk ¥ O

Hon. Wiibux D. Hills
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Propertias added to the Hational Registor of Hiateric Places

ARKAHSAS
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Headguarters Koise ¥ashington County,
Fayatteville, Arkanasas

Fudson~-Crace-Rorreson Bouse Jef fareon County,
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

D Boceans Jatffarson County,
Pine Bluff, Ariiansas

Garyolt House Indasendence County,
batasville, Avkansaz
‘ MaCollum~Chiduster touse Duachita County,

. Carxden, Arkansas
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Dr. Ceorge M. Reynolds
Chairman s

State Review Committee

0ld State Rouse

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
Dear Dr. Reynolds:

Vie are pleased to infornm you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosuxe have heen plased on the Hational Reglister of Historic
Placas. Senators John L. #MeClellan and J. W. Pulbrigﬁt and the
appropriate Representatives are being informed. A leaflet explaining
the National Register is enclozed for each of tha property owners.
Please withhold any publicity on this until vou have received a carben
copy of the Congressicnal gorresoondsnce.

Sincerely vours,

(Signed)

Divector
nclosures

Enterad in the Hatlonsl Ragistor

JUN 24 197
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Properties added to the Natlonal Register of Historic Places

ARKANSAS

Headquarters House

Hudson~Grace~Borreson House

bu Bocage

Garrott House

o um~Chidester House

Washington County,
Fayetteville, Arkansas

Jefferson County,
Pina Bluff, Arkansas

Jeffarson County,
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Independence County,
Bategville, Arkansas

Ouachita County,
Camden, Arkansas



