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AREA 

DEC 2 6 1W3  

FORM NO. 

1825 

Town Worcester 

Address 45 B u t l e r Street 

Historic Kane C h r i s t i n a Nelson 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1916 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r y 

Style C o l o n i a l Rev iva l Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric.wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings none 
sh ing le 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition verv qood 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Urban, e a r l y 20th cen turv , 

s i n g l e and m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 

s t r e e t . 

UTM REFERENCE 19/268950/4679380 

USGS QUADRANGLEWorcester Sou t h 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t : 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 19 88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The C h r i s t i n a Nelson Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
se c t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of the three-deckers b u i l t i n the Quinsigamond . . 
V i l l a g e area of Worcester, where many Swedish immigranr f a m i l i e s were drawn 
by job o p p o r t u n i t i e s at the Quinsigamond Works s t e e l wire manufacturing p l a n t . 
The Nelson Three-Decker i s also an unusually v;ell-preserved example of t y p i c a l 
C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker design. The C h r i s t i n a Nelson Three-Deckar thus 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on zhe 
l o c a l l e v e l . 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 45 B u t l e r Street i s a remarkably well-preserved b u i l d i n g , ' * 
representative of the modest forms of l a t e r C o l o n i a l Revival design used f o r 
l o c a l thrse-deckers i n the e a r l y 20th century. I t i s perhaps the best 
s u r v i v i n g three-decker of any s t y l e i n the Quinsigamond V i l l a g e area of Worceste; 
The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h wood shingle on the f r o n t porches and 
on bands between s t o r i e s on the main facade. The house has a gable roof wi t h a 
f u l l pediment on the main facade. The house has a t y p i c a l s i d e - h a l l plan. The 
asymmetrical facade contains an e n t r y bay w i t h a t h r e e - s t o r y , recessed porch 
supported by s i n g l e Tuscan columns. The porch i s flanked by a shallow, three-
s t o r y , curved bay window, 

HISTORICAL SISHIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

B u i l t ca. 1916, the Nelson Three-Decker was pa r t of an extended b u i l d i n g boom of 
three-deckers i n the Quinsigamond V i l l a g e area of Worcester t h a t l a s t e d from 
1890 to 1920. This neighborhood expanded as r e s i d e n t s , mostly Swedish immigrant 
f a m i l i e s , were drawn to employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s at the s t e e l wire manufacturing 
f a c i l i t i e s of the Quinsigamond Works, a major Worcester employer. The f i r s t 
known owner of 45 B u l t e r Street was Mrs. C h r i s t i n a . Nelson, a member of the 
household of Carl Nelson, a carpenter f o r the Norton Company. The Nelson fam.ily 
l i v e d nearby on Keach Street. Residents of 45 B u t l e r i n 1916 included David 
Floodman, a toolmaker; Eric Nystrom, a wiredrawer; and John Bergeson, a 
machinist. Four years l a t e r , i n 1920, the house was owned by Thomas Russell, a 
m.anager, who l i v e d nearby on Ames Street on the south slope of Vernon H i l l . 
Residents i n 1920 included Joseph H a l l , an engineer; J u l i u s Petterson, a wire-
worker; and John Bergerson, now l i s t e d as a superintendant. By 1930, the house -
was owned by Bronlslaw Cikota, a wiredrawer, who also l i v e d here. Tenants 
included Ernest Granquist, a w i r e r o l l e r ; Ernest Edberg, a ropemaker; and 
H i l d i n g Edberg, a wireworker. 
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Worcester Three-Deckers MRA Date Listed 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Nelson, Chr i s t i n a , Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002391 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

'^ACCEPT RETURN REJECT A A A A A A pATE ifetloiial Begia*®' 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other ~ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


