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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This L-shaped, two-story house with gable roof was built in three sections 
over the 19th and early 20th centuries. The original portion was constructed 
in 1839, and made of molded clay and grass bricks. Lathe was attached by 
square nails to the bricks, plaster added, and the exterior clapboarded. 
The foundation is of coursed limestone.

The second section was extended east of the original structure around 
1846. It is a wood frame with brick nogging, two and one-half stories 
high. A chimney on the original portion was removed to make a connecting 
doorway between the old and newer parts of the house. The original door 
(in the earth section) was moved to the right and is now on the very edge of 
the original section. A bracketed hood with a hipped roof was added 
over the entrance at some later date.

The third section, which, built on the north side of the brick section, com­ 
pleted the "L" shape of the floorplan, was added sometime after 1893. It 
is a simple frame structure of no particular architectural or structural 
interest.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brownlie House is an interesting example of rural architecture as it 
developed over time. It began as a simple, functional structure made of 
local materials put to unusual use. As its owners prospered, the house 
grew in size and pretentiousness, and finally became the building seen 
today: a substantial farm house in a small, rural community.
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#7: Paragraph 3, last sentence, replace with:

This last addition to the house is a plain, frame structure which is in a style 
compatible to the earlier sections, but of itself has no particular archi­ 
tectural or structural interest.

#8, Addendum:

The significance of this house lies in the juxtaposition of several construction 
methods and materials, used over a 60-year period. The three sections also dem­ 
onstrate historical changes in local building materials: in 1839, manufactured bricks 
would be scarce in Iowa, if not nonexistent, and the use of locally-obtainable 
sod and clay a practical construction method. By the time of the first addition 
(ca. 1846) manufactured bricks would have been more readily available, and a decided 
improvement over making sod bricks by hand. The last addition used sawn lumber, 
by the 1890 ! s a common, relatively inexpensive, and simple-to-use building material.


