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1. Name of Property

historic name Mills House
other names/site number Resource # WH1955
2. Location
street & number 200 West Searcy not for publication N/A
city, town  Kensett ﬁvlclnlty N/A
state  Arkansas code AR county White code 145 2ip code 72082
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local (] district 2 buildings
(] public-State [ site sites
(] public-Federal (] structure structures

[ object objects

2 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectural Resources listed In the National Register _N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X] nomination O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
property @ does not mpeet the National Register criteria. l:] See continuation sheet.

-v' -

Date

Signature of certifying

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property (I meets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. (] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is: &nterad in tha

wentered in the National Register. 7{’ dntior \1 Reglatay _/,4

[:] See continuation sheet. %M 7 A /

[]determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

E]determjned not eligible for the
National Register.

[Jremoved from the National Register.
[ other, (explain:)

V4

Zi‘-ﬁﬁnltun of the Keeper Date of Action >




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/ Single Dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/ Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and Early 20th Century

American Movements/ Craftsman

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

walls _weatherboard

roof asphalt qh'inng
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X]see continuation sheet
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Description

The Mills House is a one-and-one-half story, wood frame Craftsman residence. Its picturesque,
varied roofline of several gabled and hipped roof elements is reflective of its irregular plan. One brick
chimney is placed against the front of the main gable and set back from the front of the building upon
the main gable ridge; another is placed to the inside of the secondary front gable component. A large
brick exterior chimney is placed against the rear wall of the rear projecting gable roof ell. The roof
covering is composition shingle, the walls are sheathed in weatherboard, and the continuous foundation
is constructed of brick.

The southern or main elevation is composed of a low, spreading gable end to the east with a
broad, wrap-around porch and another smaller gable end to the west. Both are connected by the slope
of the perpendicular gable which terminates at their ridges. The eastern gable is dominated by the
pedimented porch roof which spreads well beyond the walls beneath and covers the entire wrap-around
porch. The porch is supported on square brick piers with short square capitals and decorative triangular
knee braces at the comice line. The brick piers and balustrade continue to the west where they form
a brick patio and side entrance. The pediment is recessed behind the rafters, filled with novelty siding,
and ornamented with delicate lattice detail in the verge. The elevation is fenestrated with two pair of
casement windows flanking the asymmetrically stepped chimney in the gable end, three eight-over-
one wood sash windows in the central wall section, and two eight-over-one wood sash windows in the
eastern half of the western gable end; the western half is an enclosed porch. The eight-over-one sash
configuration and the six-pane casement windows consist of a row of small, square panes above another
row of tall, vertical panes which fill the remainder of the frame.

The eastern elevation is composed of the single story, wrap-around porch to the south, which
extends the length of the elevation, terminating in an enclosed gable roof bay at the northern end. The
fenestration includes two eight-over-one wood sash windows flanking an entry toward the southern end
of the porch wall and a group of three eight-over-one wood sash windows in the center of the northern
gable roof bay. The elevation is terminated by the projecting rear gable roof addition, which is lighted
with three pair of wood sash windows on the first floor and a single fixed window in the end of the
cross-gable raised dormer.

The western elevation is composed of the same recent rear addition to the north, a parallel
gable roof wing set into the corner of the rear addition and the projecting gable bay next to the south,
which terminates in the enclosed porch and itself features a shorter projecting gable bay to the north.
The rear addition is lighted with two pairs of single pane aluminum windows flanking an aluminum
sliding door. The gable roof central bay and its shorter, northern gable roof section are lighted with
cight-pane fixed wood and eight-over-one wood sash windows. The comice of the original elevation
is decorated with lattice verge details and triangular knee braces.

The northern elevation features the large, new chimney on the gable end of the recent rear
addition, the small gable roof wing to the west, and the gable end and side wall of the main gable and

perpendicular porch gable to the east. The elevation is fenestrated with eight-pane fixed wood windows
and wood sash windows.
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The only alterations of note regarding the Mills House is the rear gable roof ell with its large
exterior chimney and raised, cross-gable roof dormer. These are all attached to the rear of the house,
however, and are not visible from the front.

A small, gable roof, wood frame, original storage building is included with this nomination.

The Mills House is in good condition.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [] statewide Xliocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ 1B [g]C []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ I8 []Jc [Jp [Je [JF [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTIIRE 1921 1921

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and perieds of significance noted above.

K] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

[C]see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [:] State historic preservation office
[ previously listed In the National Register (] Other State agency
D previously determined eligible by the National Register E] Federal agency
Ddoalgnated a National Historic Landmark (] Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings DUnlvorslty
Survey # (] other
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data ., _
Acreage of property

UTM References
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting . Northing
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K] sge continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

- .

[ﬂ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Kenneth Story, National Register Coordinator

organization __Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date __2 April, 1990

street & number __225 E Markham, Suite 300 telephone __501-371-2763

city or town Little Rock state _Arkansas  zip code _72201

*U.8.GP0:1088-0-223-818
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Significance Criterion C, local significance

The Mills House (Part E, Historic Context #4) is the best example in Kensett of a one-and-
one-half story, wood frame Craftsman style residence. Designed by an unidentified architect from
Memphis, this was the first house in Kensett to have running water. However, the Mills House is also
distinctive within the county as one of its earliest examples of a Craftsman style house designed with
an irregular, rambling plan composed of building units (bays, dormers, porches) of various heights,
shapes, window configurations, comice lines, materials, etc. The result is one of the most high-style
and erudite Craftsman homes, with its assortment of voids and shapes, covered and uncovered, all
placed in a most picturesque manner and without concern for balance or formal presentation.

As such, the Mills House, in addition to its obvious merits as a Craftsman design, stands as
a particularly good example of the first phase of the evolution of Craftsman house design in White
County, when the aesthetic was still relatively new and the resulting designs drew more directly from
the design ethos which stressed rambling, functional plans, picturesque elevations of various indigenous

materials, and low, spreading eaves which emphasized the design’s site and inevitable relationship with
the earth.
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Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/621110/3899500

Verbal Boundary Description:

Lots 7-9, Block 11, Original Town of Kensett.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Mills House
NAME :

MULTIPLE White County MPS
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, White

DATE RECEIVED: 8/01/91 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/791

DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8731 /9% DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001220

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OTHER N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N

REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N i
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ACCEPT RETURN REJECT é 7 DATE yational Begloter

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM. /CRITERIA

REVIEWER

DISCIPLINE

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

____completeness

____clarity

___applicable criteria

__ Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
__ Justification of exception

___other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date




























Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033




