IOWA SITE INVENTORY

Division of Historic Preservation Site Number _43-016-001
lowa State Historical Department District Name
26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 Map Reference # _43-016-001
IDENTIFICATION ‘
Old- . ) Ic)(,ua,—rk,/
| . Site Name ~Fexmef Harrison County Courthouse (€owuly CourT houses in
2. Village/ Town/City ZMagnolia Township County_*Harrison
3. Street Address _ ~_ 40l locust
4. Legal Location _ 15 S 60' Lot 5, WO' Iot 6
Urban: subdivision block parcel subporcel
Rural: township range section 1/4 section-1/4 section
5. UTM Location: zone_l> easting_261,020 northing_4.619,580 . Acreage.less than 1 acr
6. Owner(s) Name __American Iegion Post
7. Owner(s) Address Magnolia Towa 51550
(Street address) (City) (Statre) (Zip)
8. Use: present _  American Jegion Hall _  original County Courthouse

DESCRIPTION

Elm

9. Date of Construction_1872-3 Architect/Builder _Unknown
10. Building Type: [single family dwelling [Omultiple family dwelling [J commercial
Oindustrial Oeducational [Jother institutional Apublic [religious Oagricultural
Il. Exterior Walls: Oclapboard [Ostone [Abrick [Jboard & batten [Jshingles [stucco
QOother
12. Structural System: [Jwood frame with interlocking joints
Owood frame with light members (balloon frame) [Jmasonry load-bearing walls
Oiron frame Osteel frame with curtain walls [reinforced concrete
O other
13. Condifion:QPexcelleni Aqood [Ofair [Jdeteriorated
14. Integrity: original site [Jmoved-if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable
features of building and site:
Front door narrowed to single width.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Obarn [Oother farm structures
Ocarriage house [Jgarage ngy Oother
16. Is the building endangered’ no Oyes-ifso, why?
I7. Surroundings of t building: Oopen land [J woodland {Jscattered outbuildings
Odensely built-up [Acommercial Oindustrial [Zresidential [other '
18. Map 119, Photo
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SIGNIFICANCE (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Aychitectural Significance
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure [Jc. Not eligible/intrusion

Noteworthy chiefly as among the few "former" courthouses remaining in Iowa.
Rectangular on plan with centered entry porch enctosed. . Front porch has
pilastered projections which frame a narrowed front door. Possible originally
had a tower of some sort. Hip roof, common bond brickwork, and stone sills
beneath 2/2 windows. Segmental arched lintels are shaped into hood-like caps
above each window. »

2|1~ Historical Significance Theme(s)__Politics/Government

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county
government, and of the political power and prestige derived fram the
community's status as the county seat. As center of county government,
an Iowa town was reasonably assured of economic and population growth,
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county
courthouse represents a significant public investment in a structure
built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as-
sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de-
velopment. This courthouse was used from 1873-1876 for courthouse
purposes, until county seat was moved to Logan. The building is repre-
sentative of the many early contests for county seat status between newly
organized comunites in Iowa. The Building served as the Methodist Episcopal
~Church until at least 1938.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:

outhor, title, place of_ publication, date, etc.): .
Andreas, pA.T. Illustrated'Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago: Andreas

Atlas Co., 1875.
Pratt, LeRoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Iowa:
Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977.
' Stanek, Edward and Jacqueline. Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.
_ Prepared by Date JIan. 1980
Address Telephone
Organization __ DHP

IFOR DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION USE ONLY
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