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The Spitzer house is a three story wood-framed gable roofed structure
distinguished by elaborate bracketing and woodwork in an eclectic style.
The rectilinear plan has outset square projections at each corner.

These corner elements are individually roofed by two intersecting gabled
roofs supported by concrete capped tapered lava rock pillars. One
provides space for a fernery, two are sun rooms, and the fourth is part
of the kitchen service function. '

The design elements are consistent and well developed on each elevation
and. include ornate figure four brackets, protruding bay windows, coping
at the third floor, grille work at the gable boards, and wide and
narrow spaced white shingles. All windows are wooden, double hung sash,
grouped in two's or three's.

The front or mauka (mountain side) elevation faces Vancouver Place and
has a large porte cochere supported by lava rock pillars with figure
four brackets. The entry is inset off a centered porch. Double beveled
glass and wood doors lead to the main entry hall; to the left are small
french doors leading to a sun room. Centered on this front elevation is
a bay window. Gabled dormer window on the third floor.

The diamond head or east elevation has a projecting bay window centered
at the third floor and an off-set lava rock chimney with arched chimney
bonnet. Groupengjpdpw§‘flapk,thg chimney at the fir§p,and second floors.

The rear or makai (pcean, side) elevation is distinguished by a large lava
rock pillared porch across the first floor joining the corner projections.
Paired french doors lead out onto this porch from the living, dining, and
entry rooms. A short run of concrete steps leads down to a terraced
garden. Dy e
The west or ewa elevation has a trellised courtyard at the first floor
between the corner fernery. A projecting bracketed bay window at the
third floor provides a hood for the center window on the second floor.

The interior plan is typical; parlour and living-room to the left of the
central entry hall, dining and kitchen to the right. Straight run stairs,
turning only for the last few steps,lead to a central hallway on both the
second and third floors. The interiors are remarkably intact; no signifi-
cant alterations have been made.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spitzer Residence is architecturally significant as a typical upper-
class residence in the eclectic style. The residence sits on the corner
of Vancouver and Hunnewell as a major visual element in the residential

neighborhood. Once typical of the area, it is now only one of two that

remain. The scale massing, and detailing are dominant within the neigh-
borhood.

The present form dates from a major remodeling undertaken in 1919 by

John Guild, Secretary of Alexander and Baldwin. The lot and house had
been previously owned by Benjamin Dillingham, founder of the Oahu

Railway and Land Company; Richard Bickerton, Supreme Court Justice and
Privy Council Member under Queen Lilioukalani; Grace Merrill, sister of
Architect Charles Dickey, and wife of Arthur Merrill, principal of

Mid Pacific Institute. The original house predates the Merrill's owner-
ship (1911). 1In 1922, John Guild was convicted of embezzling $755,895.52
from Alexander Baldwin. The house was sold to the company for §1.00 and
Guild was sent to prison where he died in 1927. 1In 1925, merchant
Arthur J. Spitzer and his wife Selma purchased the holuse.- “'They lived
here until 1970.
Predating Hawaii zoning law by some fifty years, the Seaview area was
one of the first areas (1915) to impose restrictive covenants for design
and view planes. The covenant imposed a minimum set back of 25' from
the road, as well as minimum cost expenditures and use controls. It is
likely that this is the reason that John Guild remodeled an earlier
house on the site in 1919 rather than rebuilding a new house. The re-
modeled house does not conform to the setback requirements.
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Prior to a major 1919 remodeling, the Guild residence was a large
two-story bungalow style house which featured brown shingles. No
detailed historic photographs of the house of this era exist, and all
knowledge of the former appearance is based upon several aerial photo-
graphs of Manoa valley and the present physical evidence. From this
information it has been determined that the large brackets, outset
square projections, porte cochere and inset centered porch all derive
from the period of John Guild's occupancy. Also during this period
the original brown shingles were painted white. '
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The John CGuild residence is architecturally significant for its use of
eclectic elements which transformed this rather large, but straight-
forward, bungalow into one of the more prestigious houses in the area.
The original house with its noteworthy shingle treatment, which created
alternating wide and narrow bandings on the facade, and its upper story
bay windows and large dormer, was greatly embellished by the addition
of the heavy brackets and the four corner rooms and the porte-cochere.
Combining highly stylized bungaloid features with Queen Anne and Swiss
Chalet, the house represents a formidable architectural statement to
the street. No other residence in Honolulu exhibits this combination
of details, and the use of such heavy bracketing is unique in Honolulu
to this house.

Originally numerous large, well-designed houses lined Vancouver Drive;
however with the passing of the years many of these dwellings have
disappeared. The John Guild residence is one of approximately a half
dozen commanding remnants of the earlier time which are scattered along
the drive.



