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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally » statevtfide S*ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

I"-toul/., Sllyy"Mfyyn [2tfv<lyiU>e” SOd

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Park Servira Cfirtifiriatinn
I, hera6y certify that this property is; Date of Action
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet. u
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Benjamin Thayer House
Name of Property

5. Classifirafinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

WA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
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Architectural Classification
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COLONIAI «Georgian Federal

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources witiiin Property
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2 Q .building
sites
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objects
Total
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Materials
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foundation STONE: granite, fieldstone
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roof. ASPHAI T
other.
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7. Dexription

Tiie Benjamin Ttiayer House, located in tlie upper nortlieest quadrant of the town of Blackgone, in the southeegtan part
of Worcegter County, MA, isdtuated on 944 acres Fam Sredt isan old road that leeds northwest from Woonsocke,
Rhode I1dand to join with Blackgone Street north of the Thayer House Itisarura road north of Blackgone Village, and
only bout one-haf mile wes of Eat Blackgone Village.

Blackgone isan inland town in the Blacksone Valley. It wes part of Mendon, the town directly north, until 1845, when
Blackgtone bacame incorporated ssparatdy.  To the west isMillville, which was part of Blackgone until 1917.
Belingham borders Blackstone on the eest, and municipditiesin Rhode Idand - Woonsodket and North Smithfield - to
the south.

The Benjamin Thayer House isrepresentative of a late 18*-century farmhouse that wes adgpted over the years for
ucoesding generdions of Thayers The property retains architectura and historical integrity and isreflective of a period
of devdopment beginning a the time of its condruction in the late 18* century and continuing to 1959, through which
time the property hes baan in continuous use as ahomesteed.  Severd other resources on the property are contributing,
including the two-car, shingled garage built in the 19505 the large, granite Sepping dones a the front and 9de entrances;
the gone wall lining the road edge of the property; and the mesdow behind the house, which isreflective of the farm's
agriculturd past. One noncontributing resource is the in-ground swimming pool built in the 1980s

Setting

The Benjamin Thayer House islocated on the southwest 9de of Farm Strest about one-quarter mile north of Summer
Strest. Hop Brook aosses Farm Strest just south of the Thayer House and runs west of the rear property line through land
that onoewes pat of thisfarm and that remains under ownership by family members of the present owners of the
Benjamin Thayer Housa The Thayer House is surrounded by modem residentid development, with the Hop Brook Lane
Subdivison dong the southem property line (once part of this parcd) and other late 20™-century dwellings north of this
property. Onthe northeest Sde of Farm Stret there are afew mid to late 20% -century modest reSdences and one higtoric
property - the Judge Frands Thayer House ("207 Fam Sret - MHC #299), aca 1875 Itdianate dwelling - dl on land
that once wes part of the large Benjamin Thayer farm.

Thefront yard of the Benjamin Thayer House is marked by alow soneretaining wall along the Farm Strest property
line. Thewall bregksfor the driveway entrance dong the south boundary and for astone footpath to the front door. The
path leading to the front door hes lilac bushes on eech dde of the sSingle gep & the road edge and stepping onesof
sngle sone dabs st into the grassleading to the front door, where there isalarge granite gep. A tall gand of Norway
Foruce trees Sreans properties northwest of the Benjamin Thayer House They are arranged in two rows running from
Farm Sreat southwesterly dong the northwest property line to the reer yard of the property. The houseis Stuated bout
50 feet from the roed on agrassy plateau and faces northeegierly. Two large magdle shede trees are located in the front
lawn: onejust behind the one wall marks the edge of the driveway on the southeast corner of the property, and the other

(continued)
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isst back from the road, neer the southeest comer of the house A large rhododendron shrub that hes grown to a height
of more than one dory covers the northeest comer of the house A low picket fencewith cgp rail and acentrd gate
endosesaand| ettrance yard aoross the entire fafade of the main house

Therear yard contains a 1950s shingled garage with atached screened porch and an in-ground swimming pool (1980s)
that is surrounded by a picket fence and anoessad through gates or via the screened porch atached to the garage An
extenson of the driveway peasses behind the house to the garage, which isdirectly behind the Sde wing of the housa A
gmdl well house covers the old well on the southwest comer of the housa

The aoreege of this parcd extends behind the housefor over 1000 feet. A wide meadow, dotted with Sngle pine and
Foruce treesand aduder of dediduous trees near the middle, dretches out behind the garege and pool. Thereer of this
parcd iswooded with avariety of dediduous trees The meedow is an important component as aremnart of the
agriculturd ped of this property. Therear proparty line iswithin the wooded area and is contiguous to apen land and Hop
Brook, which flowsin anorthwesterly direction only about 300southwest of this property line.

Benjamin Thayer House

The Benjamin Thayer House congds of afive-bay, 2 lagtory, Georgian-gyle house with asngle-story sde wing on the
outheedt 9de, and asmdl, endosed, rear-entrance porch. The house rests on afi el dstone(main block) and a socored
granite block (3de wing) foundation, sheathed in wood dgpboards and topped with an agohelt shingleroof Straddling
the ridgeis abrick chimney that isdightly off center (about two feet south of the centered entrance bay). Themain house
istwo bays degp, and the dde wing isthree bayswith an extended rear roof dope (ashdlow verson of a satbox roof).
Exterior festures of the main block include: 66 sseh st in dightly projecting plain wood frames with projecting molded
lintels;, aboxed comice with narrow returns in the gable ends an endosad (boxed) molded eave overhang with sscond-
gory windows butting up to the overhang; flat narrow and unedomed comer boards, and awater table trim board just
above the gonefoundation. (Photo 1)

The house hes four entrance doors. The centered entrance on the faBede of the main block isan eght-panded door with
raised-fidld pands s into aframe offlankingpilasters. These pilagers (replaced with three short boards on eech sde
making up the height of each pilaster) frame the door and the six-light transom over the door and have molded projecting
capitas that carry aheavily molded projecting lintel (two-part graduated molding ssparated by abold ovolo molding
strip). The door hes alarge Suffolk latch and ishung by three long drgp hinges (on the interior). A large granite Sepping
gone maksthisman etrance The rear entrance, neaxr the northwest comer of the house, hes amodam sorm door with
an endosed gabled-roof, five-foot-wide entrance porch. The Sde wing hes two entrances as well: anein its southeest
geble ed facing the driveway leeding from the road, and onein the rear devation facing the driveway between the house
and garage The door in the gable end of the Sde wing hes Sx raised-fidld pands each trimmed with molding. This late
19* /early 20*-century Colonid Reviva door isst into aplain flat frame, hes asmple glass sorm door covering it, and a
large wide granite sepping gonein front. The ane in the reer of the Sde wing hes Colonid Reviva detail, with two
drings of four amdl lights over three long, recessed pands It is covered with aneo-Colonid sorm door thet ishalf
glazed and half wood with an X-pand hung with long strgp hinges. (Photo 2)

(continued)
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Thefirst-storyinterior plan (see atached floor plans) digilays the common shdlow, front gair hall in front of the chimney
dack, withflankingparlors and an dtered three-room goece behind. There are three rear rooms. On the norithwest end is a
mudroom; in the middle isalong kitchen withfireplacea the reer of the centrd sack; and on the southeest ed is an
added daircase and pesssgevey to the ddewing. Thewadls batwean these three rooms aaross the beck of the main block
gopear to be modem; however, evidence to where dividing walls may have bean in this long goece are not evident. The
dde wing hes one amdl room, ancessed from the southeedt parlor, and one long room, aocessed from the pesssgevey thet
runs dong the badk of thiswing. Evidencein the cdlar indicates that the wing islikely to have bean just one smdl room
that wes enlarged & alater date  Foundation andfl oorjoists vary under the Sde wing, with afull cdlar under the small
room and only a crawl goece under the remaining part (pesssgeway and long front-to-back family room at the end of the
ddewing).

The ssoond-dary interior plan of the main block mirrors thefirst-storyplan, with the shalow front gair hall, flanking
chambeas and three rooms acrass the rear. Thewall dividing the northwwest and middle rooms is nat coincident with the
mudroonvkitchen wall; rather itismoreto the south, cregting alarger goece in thisrear southwest bed dhamber than in the
mudroom below.

The attic is aooessed by Seep dairs leading from the second-dtory dair hall. The goaceis open, with the exception of a
amdll, built-in cader dosat in the northeest comer. Each pair of common rafters carrying the roof isjoined with mortise
and tenon joints thet are pegged. Each pair, goeoed a about three feet on canter, isadso braced with a one-by four-inch
collar tiethat is9'8" long between the front rafter and reer rafter, st 4' 7" bedow the pegk (rafter joint), and pagged to
the rafter & eech end. There are thirteen pairs of rafters, including one pair engaged a eech gable end of the houss Six
are on the southeest 9de of the chimney and seven on the northwest Sde, accounting for the dightly off-center chimney
when viewed from the road. The chimney rises through the attic goece and is golayed on itsfront Sde with dimengons of
four foot squere from the collar tiesto the roof and 5'6" dong the ddes of the chimney at the attic floor acocounting for the
Flay, which ismogt visble when viewed fromthe Sdes  The chimney gopears to have been rebuilt from the collar ties to
the peek. Sheathing boards that are laid over the rafters are pardld to the main faBade, running northwest to southeedt, as
ae atic floorboards. ,

The cdlar isan unfinished goece with afoundation of large, boulder-like, whitewashed sones much that hes bemn
reinforced with concrete. The foundation walls and the carrying beams andfl oorjoist sructure are conddent with 18~
-cantury congruction. There isafull besamatt under the main block and the amal room of the Sdewing. Under the reer
and end s=ction of the 9de wing, there isonly a crawl oece Mog pogt and beem mambars are large in dimension (from
eight to twelve inches) and horizontal mambas ae mortised. Sills ae laid on top of the gonefoundation. Two large
binding beams extand front to back and are separated from the donebased chimney by about eghteen inches A amilar
large sructura mamber runs longitudinaly aong the badk of the chimney between the two end sills of the main block.
The degpars(first-floor joists) are pardld to the front sill, extending between the end sills and these binding beams and
are two and one-hdf by seven inches with a ane and one-hdf foot, on-center goan batween each. Under the smdl room
of the ell, thejoists or degpers are perpendicular to the main facade and extend betwean the large gone foundation dong

(continued)
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the front and badk of this goece Joigsin the crawl goece under the el addition (hall and end room) are perpendicular to
the reer wall of the house The beee of the chimney in the cdlar is Sone and wide. The chimney hes two large structural
beams running dong the front and beck of the chimney and extending to the transverse binding bearms noted above
These two chimney framing beams are not mortised into the binding beams ingeed they help to carry the transvarse
binding beams and are supported by large podts, and they are whitewashed. They are curved upweards on eech end, Smilar
to the bottom of a canoe The cdlar ceiling on three Sdesof the chimney bese (all but front) hes severd boards st on an
angle, extending between the gone chimney bese and one of the large binding beams, each carrying the corresponding
hearth above

Architectura fegtures of the interior finish, found in each room range from panding to hinges and laiches, aticulate the
ealy dedgn asswell asthe function of the ca 1790 dwelling. Three fireplaces on thefirst floor and two on the ssoond are
in rooms bordering the center gack, which takes up alarge volume a the core of the house Each fireplaceis reldively
shdlow, exogpt the kitchenfireplace(now the dining room), which is degper and hes aarane and a ssparate bechive beke
oven outdde the main firegplace. Flader callings have bean ramoved in al rooms, exposing joists and beams none of
which is chamfered or finished in sudch away to indicate that they were exposed inthe 18 and 19¢ century. In the front
parlors, the summer bearms run front to badk as binding beams and are st only 18" away from the corresponding chimney
girt with short joists between the two. Exposed cormner podsare located in eech comer of thetwo parlors and dnambas
above Rooms havewide-board pinefl oorsthat run from front to badk (perpendicular to the joists beow), with the
exception of the southeedt parlor, which hes a replaced narrow-board floor.

Thefront gairhdl entry issix and one-hdf feet wide by four and one-hdf feet degp. The wide entrance door with eight
raised-field pands as desribed on the exterior ishung by three long drap hinges. A six-light transom provides naturd
light into the gairhall. This entrance door isnot cantered in the gairhal, but is oppodte the gairs leading to the ssoond
dory a the northwest end of the entry hall. The dairs are partially endosed with full walls, excgat for two short grings
that have a newd pod and three modestly tumed balusers The newd pogt & eech ed (first-story hall and second-dory
hall) hes around bal finial. Two other pods & the Sair turns are sSquare, with chamfering at the top. The walls of the
first-story gar hdl and the wal lining the dairs are covered with creased-molding wainscoting and plagter walls above
the wainscoting.  Doors betwean parlors and dhambears and the two dair hdls (up and down), aswell as the doorsto the
atic and cdlar, are four-pand Georgian doors The doars between the parlors and entry hall and those betwean the
cdhambasad garhdl haveraised-fidd pandson both 9des (Photo 4) Each of the doors ishung by HL hinges- mogt
ae old, but some are replaced, reproduction hinges The doors retain their Suffolk latches, exogpt the odlar door, which
hes bean dhangad to aVictorian door knob mounted on a decorative plate.

The parlors on eech Sde of the gairhdl ae dightly different in 9ze dueto the off-center chimney, with the northwest
parlor afoot longer then the southeest one. The northwest parlor hes ashdlow fireplace with tgperedfirebox,short crane,
and brick hearth. Thefireplace wall is panded with feethered-edge pine boards  (Photo 3) The over-mantd condgs of a
long, raised-field pand over thefireboxwith a three-shdf nookflankedby raised field pands above the horizontd pand.
Above thefirepl ace,the celling hes verticd savn boards that are laid on adant between the chimney girt and umme

(continued)
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beam supporting the hearth in the chamber above The joists gpanning the length of the room from the end girt to the
amme have pulled avay from the summer beam, exposing part of the mortise and tenon joint. Thisisareault of the
once-crumbling foundation under the northwest end of the house Thetwo interior doorsin the northwest parlor open into
the room; they are &t into dightly projecting molded frames, and are hung with HL hinges. The door to the stairhdl
retains its ample Suffolk latch; the door to the kitchen (rear wall of this parlor) hes a Victorian doorknob on a decorative
plate.

The southeet parlor retains the cooking fireplace with larger firebox than othersin this house Within the firebox is a
aane, and abrick hearth lines the fireplace. To the Sdeof the firebox isthe exterior beshive beke oven with wood
dorage box under the bake oven. The fireplacewall hes bean removed, expodng the brick chimney, and the beke oven
and wood box havelog their doors: The hearth under the oven and box hes been changed from brick to acouple of large
flagstones. Modern pine panding hes been added to three walls of the southeedt parlor (dining room), and exposad pods,
beams and joists show the same configuration as thosein the northwest parlor.

The rooms that run dong the beck of the chimney have bean dtered with modam-day  kitchen gppliances as well &
window and wainscoting changes The brick of the chimney is exposed, and the firebox opening hes bean filled with
brick. A turn-of-the-century, wood-burning, Glermvood Home Grand cooking Sove Sts on amodern brick hearth in front
of the fireplace.

Second-gory higtoric architectural features are limited to the stairhal, the northwest chamber, and the middle reer room.
The gairhdl retainsraised-field pand doors (to dambarsand attic) with Suffolk latches, and anewd post topped with a
round ball finial a the top of the gairs all described ebove In the northwest chamber, the small, danted firebox is
daborated with 18*-century, raised-fidld panding framing the fireplace. This over-mantd consggsof four Sdeby-9de,
verticd pandsove two dde-by-9de horizontd pands Between the fireplace and the reer wall of the room, bookcases
have bean aut into the panding. Crown molding trimsthe top of the walls around this room. The southeast chamber hes
been subgtantidly dtered with the gpplication of modem pine panding and removd of the fireplace wall exposing the
brick of thefireplace. The middle rear room hes an exposad celling with two-by-seveninch joists and seven-by-seven
inch beams bawean every two joigts. Aswith other cellings, eechjoist showsnail hoeswhere lath that carried a plagter
celling wes affixed. The larger beams gopear to be hand hewn and thejoists show vertical sav marks

Othe Sructures

The two-car, gable-front garage, built in the 1950s is on ad&ab foundation and is covered with wood shingles  Overheed
doors have agtring of lights (window penes) aoross the top of the doors Windows have V1 sseh. On the north Sde, there
isashed-roof, sreened porch attached to the garage. This was added when the in-ground swimming pool was
condructed in the early 1980s and provides aooess to the pool deck through the garage, whichisimmediady adjacent to
the pool. The garageisa contributing resource and the swimming pool is honcontributing.

(continued)
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Landscape features that contribute to the architectural and hitorical significance of the property include the sone wall
lining the frontage on Farm Street, the large granite sepping sones & the front and Sde entrances, and the smdl well
house located on the southwest comer of the property.

X Jily

Archaeologica Description *r

While no pre Contact-period Native American dtesare located on the property or in the generd area (within one mile), it
is possble that Stesare presant. Concentrations of Native American Stes are known dsawherein the region, espeddly
in uplands bordering the Mill Riverfloodplai ngoproximatdy 15 miles north to northeedt of the Thayer House, and to the
southeedt near the confluence of the Mill River and Harris Pond. Other Native Stesin the region ae located dong the
Blackgone River and its many tributaries. Environmental characteridics of the nominated property represent locationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presenceof Native dtes The Thayer House
occupiesawell-drained, level to moderatdy doping sream terrace bordering Hop Brook, a tributary of the Mill River.
The confluence of Hop Brook and the Mill River lies gpproximatdy one-haf mile eedt of the Thayer House The Mill
Riverflowssoutherly to the Blackstone River gpproximatdy three miles south of the house The entire town of
Blackgone lies within the Blackstone River drainage. Given the above information, the Szeof the proparty (9.44 acres),
and the extert of higtoric-period land uss amodearate to high potential exids for locating andent Native American
resources on the property.

A moderate to high potentia &lso exigs for locating historic archeeological resources on the Thayer House property,
dthough many of those resourcesremain to be documented.  Additional historical reseerch, combined with archaeological
urvey and testing, may help locate and identify structura evidence of the barns, gables and outbuildingsthat comprised
the farmdead that was in continuous use fromthe late 18¢ tothe mid 20* century. During the 19 century, alarge ban
exiged on the northeest Sdeof Farm Street. Historical and archaeeologica reseerch might determine whether a sscond,
possbly earlier, bam was a0 present on the same Sde of Faam Sirest ss the house: Simillar reseerch might aso locate
occupaiond-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) used during the same period of occupation and us2 A andl well
house coversan dld well a the southwest comer of the houss however, asecond, possibly earlier, well may dso exig.
Condruction festures might d<o be presant rdated to the initial congruction of the Thayer House and later renovations

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance *

The Benjamin Thayer House issgnificant for its assodation with Blacksone MA's agricultura higory and with one of
thefirst families to settle in Mendon's South Parish - now  Blackgone The farmhouse is a good example of alate 18*-
century dwelling, and retains some of its surrounding farmland. This farmhouse isthe modt intact of dl other extant
houses that bdonged to the Thayer family. The Thayers owned much of the land west of Candlewood Hill in Blacksone
for well over acentury. The property issignificant for aperiod beginning in ca 1790, when thisdwelling wes
condructed, to 1959, throughout which time it wasin continuous use as the home of a farming family—first the Thayers
and descendants followed by the Andersons for twenty years and then by the Goddards (1940) whose desoandants till
live here. The property retains integrity of location, design, workmanship, association, and feeling. The Benjamin Thayer
House meds CriteriaA and C of the Nationd Regider of Higtoric Haoes and issignificant & the locd levd.

Overview of the Devdopment of the Town of Bladcsone

Origindly part of the 1667 Mendon grant to Mases Payne, Pater Brackett, and othersof Braintree, Blacksone was known
as the South Parish or South Precinct of Mendon from 1766, when a second medtinghouse wes edteblished a Chesnut

Hill (now Millville). The South Parish wees part of Mendon politically until Blackstone's seperate incorporation in 1845.
In 1917, Millville sgperated from Blacksone, leaving the town with an area of gpproximatdy ten and one-hdf squere
miles, asitis today.

From the early- to mid-1700s, centerswith their onn character evolved in Mendon's South Parish & Chesnut Hill, & Eadt
Blacksone CNRDIS-1995), which is dong the Mendon Roed (now  Elm  Street, eedt of Farm Stret), and a Blackstone
Village (NRDIS-Blackstone Manufacturing Compeny HD, and Farnum's Gate HD - 1995) on the Blackdone River.
Trangportation routes foll owed water courses and were cause for the location of the early settlement dong Elm Stret
(linking Providence and Worceder), which pardldsthe Mill River, and dong Main Strest in Blackgone Village, pardld
to the BlackgoneRiver. 1n 1791 Mendon was divided into schodl digricts, with saven in the South Parish. In the same
decade, the Quekers esablished amedinghouse (NRIND-1995) a Ead Blackgtone, reinforcing the framework for this
salf-aufficient village canter.

Thefine, sandy loam of the upland hills and the water courses throughout Blackstone, such as Hop  Brook, which flows
through the original boundsof the dld Thayer property, accourt for the successful agricultural economy of this area during
the 18 ad 19 centuries Thewater courssswearewell suited as locationsfor forges and grist and saw miills; hence, the
beginning of the indugtrid deveopment, which was the key to Blacksone's devdopment. In North and Eagt Blackgone
there were many 18*-century farms with rich soilsfor pasturdand, and by the ed of the 17005 there ware gpproximatdy
80 subgantid farms listed in Mendon's South Parigh, of which five hed saw, grig, or fulling mills. Oreof the early
sawvmillsweas on the Thayer property, which at thet time extended eegterly acrass Farm Street to Forge Pond.

Fram 1809, early aotton millsgorang up in four locations an Eag BlackgoneésMill River and Quidk Sreem and in
svead locations in Blackgone Village thosein thevillage grew @ a fade raein part due to thetrangoortation routes of

(continued)
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the 19* century, including the Blackstone Cand (NRDIS, 1995) of 1828 to 1848, and the railroads that first were built
herein 1847.

While the village evolved into industrid centers, the upland farms of Mendon's South Parish (Blackstone in 1845) carried
on the agriculturd tradition of the community. The Thayer farm, where farming continued well into the 20¢ century, wes
No exception.

Thayersin Mendon's South Parish - Bladistone

Mod of the Thayers in Blackstone (Mendon's South Parish) desoended from Ferdinendo Thayer (1625-1678) who hed
come to Mendon in the third quarter of the 17 century. Severd of his children, including Josiah, Lt. Samud, and Capt.
Thomes Thayer, setled here and their descendants farmed the Five Corners and Candlewood Hill aress of Blackgone A
desoendant of Cgpt.Thomas Thayer, who hed settled in Mendon (of which Blackstone was a part), wes Josgoh Thayer (ca
1727-1777). Head an unnamed wife hed three sons - Josgph (1754-1821), Benjamin (1756-1811) and Nicholas (1758
1818) - dl of whom settled in thispart of Blacksone. At the ed of the 18¢ century, eech hed farms dong Farm Street
ad Blackstone Srest and sared in two lots on Candlewood Hill northeest of thisfarm, on the eest 9de of the Mill River
(into which Hop Brook flows). Throughout the 19 century, Thayers owned many farmsin Blackgone, and descriptions
of the Benjamin Thayer House indicate that it generdly was bound by, and neex, other Thayer-owned land. Each of the
higoric mgps - 1831, 1857 and 1870- shows Thayer ownership of many other properties in the immediate vicinity of this
housa

The Benjamin Thayer House hes been owned by only afew families, with ownership passing from one generation to the
next. Thayer ownership goanned the longest period, from ca 1790 to 1920, with the exception of sx yearsin the 1890s
The 19*-catury owner's of the propearty were Benjamin Thayer, his son-inlaw (Alanson Adams), and later his negphew
(Nicholas Thayer). For Sx years, the property wes owned by aHerbert Short, whose rdaionship is unknown; however, it
then pessed badk to the Thayer family until 1920. For the next twenty yearsit was owned by Andersons  1n 1940, the
property was purchasad by the Goddards, whose descendants continue to own and live in the Benjamin Thayer House,
nearly 70 yeas later.

The housewes built by Benjamin Thayer (1756-1811) on land he purdhesed in 1790. He hed married Elizabeth Cook of
Cumberland, Rhode Idand in 1779, and they hed three children - recorded in Mendon's Vital Records (Usnabom 178 ;
Uranabom 179 ; and Acenith (dso sodled Asenith), bom 1801). Two farm owners named Benjamin Thayer were listed
in the 1798 Direct Tax Caus one with asngle-sory houseand one onalot that gopears to be this Faam Sirest property
(bounded on the eedt Sde by the road), which wes atwo-gory house of 1,080 squarefeet and 24 windows. 1n 1790,
Benjamin Thaye had purchesed two parcds of land on the west Sde of the road from Woonsodket to Mendon (Farm
Street), and & later dates continued to acquire nearby parcds assembling his 100+ ecrefarm. Thaeyer died in 1811, ad
hiswidow, Elizabeth, remained here (1831 mep "Wid. Thaye™) until 1835 when she split her husband's red esate among
his hers one third to Alanson Adams, who hed married one of their daughters Asenith Thayer (1801-1849), in 1818, one

(continued)
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third to Mark Kdly of Smithfield Rhode Idand, who was married to another daughter, Lurana Thayer; and one-third to
Nicholas Thayer (1790-1873), ngphew of Benjamin Thayer. (There are no known records indicating marriage or desth of
Usna Thayer, first daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth.)

The farm, including the family homesteed, hed passad to Alanson Adams — henceit became known as the Adams Farm.
From Alanson and Asenith Adams it pessed to their son, James Adams (b, 1822), who was a0 the grandson of Benjamin
and Elizabeth Thayer. The 1857 mgp shows that "J. Adams' lived here, and deads of the same period confirm thet this
became known as the Adams farm (of about 100 acres), which hed pessad from Alanson and Asenith (Thayer) Adamsto
their son, James Adams intwo parts - land on eech Sdeof Farm Strest. 1n 1856 (just before the 1857 mep wes
published), James Adams conveyed his farm to Nicholas Thayer (1870 mgps liss"N. Thayer" as occupant). When
Nicholas Thayer died in 1873, the so-cdled Adams Farm, dong with six other parcdsof land, pessad to Nicholas
Thayer's grandson, Frands Nicholas Thayer (1846-1935), son of Horace (b. 1822) and Nancy Jeffords Thayer (cal824-
1903).

The deed for the Adams farm dated that Nancy J. Thayer (FrancisN. Thayer's mother) hed the right to day in the
farmhouse and land around as given to her in the will of Nicholas Thayer. At about thistime, Francis N. Thayer built his
Itdianate house on the eest Sdeof Fam Sredt (207 Fam Strest - MHC #299). He precticed law locdly and became a
Judiceof the Blackgtone Didtrict Court, but dso farmed and wes active in the locd Grange. 1t islikely that his mother,
Nancy Jeffords Thayer, dayed in this family homesead as wes indicated in the will of Nicholas Thayer. A family burid
ground hed bean located on the eadt Sde of Fam Street, nesr Forge Pond and the Ste of the old Benjamin Thayer
sawmill. In the early 20* century, Frands N. Thayer hed the bodies removed and reinterred & the Ok Hill Camdeay in
Woonsodket, Rhode Idand, possibly at the time of the degth of his mather in 1903,

In 1894, the farm (now condsting of 45 acres, dwelling house, bam, and other gppurtenances) pessad out of the family to
Herbert A. Short, who wes listed &s living there on the 1898 map. By 1900, Short was awidower living in Woonsocke,
Rhode Idand, and hed sold the property to Wdoome Adams Thayer (1820-1914), who had beenraised onthe farm of his
father Welcome Thayer (1786-1871), which wes farther north on Faam Street. By thistime. Wdcome Adams Thayer,

who hed reeched the advanced ege of 8 yearsold, owned other farmland dong Farm Street. 1n 1920, the farm pessed
from May E. Thayer (who was reported to be unmarried of Mendon in ane account and as awidow and adminidrator of
the edateof EllisW. Thayer in another account) to Percy B. and Mary J. Anderson.  This begen twenty yearsof Anderson
ownearship. In 1926, the farm pessed to Richard | . and MarthaJ. Anderson, and in 1940 the Federd Land Bank of
Springfield took possession of the dead, sdlling the property to Edward and Lottie Goddard. Desoendants of the Goddards
have owned this housefor the lagt 67 years

Farming

Farming in Blackgone followed typical trendsof the region, with an increesein market produce from the early 19*
century and gpedidties for the seoond half of the 19 century such s butter, cheess, milk, hay, livestock, and some

(continued)
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orchard products. A drong local merket for produce was cregied by the industria growth in thistown done. By the mid
19* century, the indudtrid devdopment of Blackstone hed taken of f with the esteblishment of the Blackstone
Manufacturing Compeany - alargetextile facility that built housng and commercid properties in addition to its
manufacturing buildings. Eadt Blackgone, too, supported minor indudries.

The rich farmland dong the Mill River, Hop Brook, and the rolling hills of the northem part of Blackstone hoded over
100 farms with most vaued in the $2,000 rangein 1850. About 20% were vaued a $6,000 or more, including thisfarm -
then the James Adams  100-acrefarm - where he hed ahorse and ten milking cows and produced some market produce
auch as pess Irish potatoes amdl orchard sales and Indian com and hay for the livestock. Many of the farmsat this time
were owned by other mambars of the Thayer family. Nearby was Wdcome A. Thayer, who had afarm of amilar sze
with 130 acres two horses, Sx cows, two working oxen, and other farm animas.  Ariel Thayer wes anather locd farmer
with 140 acres vaued a $20,000 - the farm with the highest velue in Blackstone in 1850. (His daughter, Clarissa Thayer,
hed married Wdcome A. Thayer in 1845.) In the same year, Nicholas Thayer hed 164 acres, of which only 60 were
farmed. By 1860, Nicholas Thayer's farm land hed inareasad to 275 acres of which 175 aores were improved (farmed)
and 100 acres unimproved. He had acquired this family farm by then, which likely accountsfor the increese in acreege
and in produce. Hisfarm was vaued & $7,000, and he produced butter, hay, rye, Indian com, and Irish potetoes - the
mog common arops and produce in Blackgone & that time.

By 1870, Nicholas Thayer's farm had bean reduced dighfly in aoreege to 250 acres but wess still ane of the more highly
veluaed fams a $10,000. He produced for market 500 poundsof butter, 20 tons of hay, and 300 bushds of Irish potetoes.
At thistime, therewere only four farms that hed ahigher value - ane being afarm owned by Blacksone Manufacturing

Company.

The 1830 Agriculturd Camausinformation isinconclusiveregarding thisfarm. Francis N. Thayer wes listed &s having a
100-acefam - adary farm- where he produced for market 3000 gallons of milk and 200 dozen eggs However, in
1870 he d=0 hed a 100-acre farm where he produced 2,500 gdlons of milk. In 1870, Nicholas Thayer wes till dive, ad
this property hed not yet pessed to Francis N. Thayer, 0 itisundear asto where his 1870 famwas The only Thayer in
the immediate area whose farm changed subgtantidly from 1870 to 1880 was Wdcome A. Thayer. In 1870 he hed 166
acres and in 1830 he owned 300 acres, which hed avdue of $12,000 - thetop five of 100 farmsin vadue. All three
Thayers - Nicholas Wdcome Adams and Frandis Nicholas- were dairy farmers with Nicholas, specidizing in butter
production and the other two in milk. During the 19* century, the farm included land on both Sdes of Fam Sirest, and a
large bam (no longer extant). The bam is reported to have bean on the northeest 9de of the road. Whether or nat there
hed bean abam on the same Sde a6 the house is unknown.

Twentigth Century Changes

Farming dedined in the region during the 20* century; yet the Thayers and Andersons (owners from 1900 to 1940)
continued to farm. The farm hed bean reduced to land on the southwest Sde of Farm Street only by the time that the
Goddads arived here: They had purdhasad the property in 1940 and ran apoultry farm for anumber of years They do

(continued)
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refurbished the house soon after their purchese by removing aporch that hed been added aoross the main faBede (northeest
devation). The foundation under the northwest parlor hed crumbled o thet the joists were pulling avay from the
chimney girt. Thispart of the foundation was restored in the 1940s Asearly as 1961, the Benjamin Thayer House hed
been =t off from the larger farm of thefirst hdf of the 20th century onto a 1064 ecrelot; however, adjacent parcds
continued to be owned by the Goddard family and descendants A long multi-bay shed assodated with this property
adad up onalage parcd south of the Benjamin Thayer House  In the 1970s another renovation took place in which the
windows were replaced with new windows of the same pattem - 66 lights. Ceilingsin each room were removed to
expose the rafters (none of which is chamfered, which indicates that they were not likely to have bean exposd
previoudy); fireplace walls, too, were removed, expodng the brick of the chimney wall and firebox as well asthe beke
oven opening in the southeedt parlor. At the same time, dgpboards were d <o tripped and many were replaced. In 1986,
the Hop Brook subdivison wes gpproved on aparcd adjacant to this property; the long shed, referenced above, remained
on ore of the houselotsof the subdivision. 1n 1995, asngle houselot wes carved from the 10.64- aore parcd, reducing
the Benjamin Thayer House parcd to 944 acres Within the lagt few years, al interior woodwork hed to be Stripped due
to leed paint issues

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of pre Contact-period occupation in Blackgone are poorly understood, any surviving dtescould be
dgnificant. Pre-contact Stesin thisareamay contribute important information related to Native American subsdence
and settlement patterns within the Blacksone River drainage, particularly in atrangitiona zone between the coadtd
lowlands and Worcester FHateau uplands. Potentid dtes on the Thayer farm property may contain vauable information
rdated to the importance of upland Stesdong tributaries of that drainege sysdem. Native American settlement in this area
mey focus on larger Stes dong the Blackstone River, possbly & the confluence of tributary riversstreams or & fall lines.
Thes= gtesmay be rdated to larger Stesand/or core aress dong lower portionsof the Blacksone River towards
Naragansdt Bay to the south, or towards the lower reeches of the Charles or Neponst Riversto the northeest. Re
Contact-period Stesin this area may contribute information thet indicates the local and regiond socio/political impect of
Native socid groups in thesedraineges, and how these rdationships may have changed through time. Thisdatacould test
commonly hdd beliefs pertaining to riverine drainege settlement hypotheses

Historic archaeologicad resources destribed above may contribute important socid, cultural, and economic information
rdated to the early settlement of Mendon's South Parish (now Blackstone), the agriculturd history of the town, and the
inhabitants of the Thayer Farm. Higtorical and archaeologica resources may contribute important information that
identifies dhanges to the faamgtiead and itsinhabitants as they adgpted to changing economic and sodid conditions within
the eestern Massechusditsregion, Blackgtone, and in the same family, the Thayers  Identification and mepping of bams
outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated fegtures may identify farmstead building peattems for the region and locd areg, a5
the Thayer Faom followed typica trends for the region, characterized by an increese in market products from the early 19*
century and spedidty products for the ssoond half of the 19* century. Archaeologica resources may dso contribute
important information thet identifies characterigtics of the changing mid 19*-century locd market relationship for produce
between farms in the Thayer House locdle and indusdtrid growth in Blackstone village and Eagt Blackgone village.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Verbd Boundary Description

The boundariesfollow lot lines for Parcd #38 on Assessors Mgp #22. The entire property isin the town of
Blackgtone with frontage on Farm Stredt.

Boundary Judtification
The boundaries indude the entire parcd that remains with the house - al once part of a larger Thayer Farm.

The boundaries ae dravn to indude the main feature of thisnomination - the Benjamin Thayer House - and its
surrounding land.

(end)
Photographs

All phatogrgphs included with this nomination were taken in Spring and Summea 2006 by Gretchen Schuler,
preparer of the nomination.

Photo # View

1 Main feBede Looking westerly

2. Remr devaion Looking north, northwest

3. Northwest Parlor Hreplace wall, comer pog, joists, door to kitchen.

4. Interior Doors Seoond Sory Chambar Doors
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