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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situqted in a wooded estate, Carolina Hall is in an excellent state of
preservation.

. The genera] mass of the wooden house is raised above ground level pro-
v]d1ng for a flight of twelve steps at both front and rear of the structure.
With its formal balance it creates a dignified and disciplined design.

The white, wood, two-storied central portico is terminated by a low
pjtghed pediment, accented by a dentil molding beneath the cornice. A
similar portico is repeat at the rear. The center square block of the mass
is given added width by recessed narrow wings on either side, the one on
the left containing the 1ibrary, on.the right the dining room.

The classically derived columnar order that supports the central por-
tico is also used on the facades of the shallow double-storied balconies
of the wings. -

A1l exterior detailing, the capitals, the dentil moldings, the acanthus
1e?f corbels under the lintels of the windows of the wings, had an Adam
delicacy.

An unusual feature of the hall plan is that the entrance to the first
floor is off-center from the mid line of the exterior front stairs. This
door is situated to the right side of the portico and leads into a wide
hall which divides the interior into two drawing rooms on the left and the
dining room on the right{ a¥ rhe rex o the howse )

The door has a straight lintel and narrow side lights. A11 the rooms
on the first floor are richly decorated with fine plaster ceiling medallions
different designs being used respectively in the drawing rooms, the dining
room and the two halls. The crown moldings are of plaster built up of
classic Greek design of egg and dart, leaf and dart, and bead and real.

A typical Adam$ feature, a panel above the doors of the drawing room,
has a scroll relief design framing a plain, oval, undecorated center.
Shallow, fluted pilasters frame the doors of the drawing rooms and rise
to the height of the entablature beneath the crown moldings. Fine crystal
chandeliers hang from the medallions.

The doors of the hall and the dining room have the typical "eared"
architrave found in Mobile and Tocally called the "Egyptian Door" because
of the batter of the jambs.

In the front hall a mahogany railed stair rises rather steeply. The
white balustrade has a slender three-cusped Gothic Revival design, two
balusters to a tred. The step ends are deorated with a delicate scroll
design. The back hall has an unusually fine hanging stairway which rises
in a long graceful sweeping S curve, mahogany rail and simple turned
balusters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Carolina Hall is the outstanding example in Mobile of the adaptation
of late Georgian refinements that infiltrated the Gulf States from
Charleston, South Carolina and the neighboring southeastern At]antic
seaboard 1oca11t1es.

Construct1on began in_ 183?‘by William Dawson, a wealty cotton
merchant from Charleston, and was completed in 1840. The house is
said to have closely resemb1ed the Dawson family home in Charleston.

Subsequently the house has been owned by Alphonzo Luling (1891-1900)
H. H. Wefel (1900-1904), Springhill College (1904-1917), and Dr. and
Mrs. William C. Perdue. In 1959 the Perdues received the Mobile
Tisgoriﬁ Preservation Society's award for restoration of an ante-bellum
andmark. o

In 1971 Carolina Hall was purchased by Dr. and Mrs. Louie Wilson
who plan to use it for their residence.
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