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CONDITION
Excellent Q Good Foir

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Ruin Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

D Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated in a wooded estate, Carolina Hall is in an excellent state of 
preservation.

The general mass of the wooden house is raised above ground level pro­ 
viding for a flight of twelve steps at both front and rear of the structure 
With its formal balance it creates a dignified and disciplined design.

The white, wood, two-storied central portico is terminated by a low 
pitched pediment; accented by a dentil molding beneath the cornice. A 
similar portico fs repeat at the rear. The center square block of the mass 
is given added width by recessed narrow wings on either side, the one on 
the left containing the library, on.the right the dining room.

The classically derived columnar order that supports the central por­ 
tico is also used on the facades of the shallow double-storied balconies 
of the wings.

All exterior detailing, the capitals, the dentil moldings, the acanthus 
leaf corbels under the lintels of the windows of the wings, had an Adam 
delicacy.

An unusual feature of the hall plan is that the entrance to the first 
floor is off-center from the mid line of the exterior front stairs. This 
door is situated to the right side of the portico and leads into a wide 
hall which divides the interior into two drawing rooms on the left and the 
dining room on the right/a^ ^ ̂^ ̂ /^_ kr*-^ >

The door has a straight lintel and narrow side lights. All the rooms 
on the first floor are richly decorated with fine plaster ceiling medallion 
different designs being used respectively in the drawing rooms, the dining 
room and the two halls. The crown moldings are of plaster built up of 
classic Greek design of egg and dart, leaf and dart, and bead and real.

A typical Adam^ feature, a panel above the doors of the drawing room, 
has a scroll relief design framing a plain, oval, undecorated center. 
Shallow, fluted pilasters frame the doors of the drawing rooms^and rise 
to the height of the entablature beneath the crown moldings. Fine crystal 
chandeliers hang from the medallions.

The doors of the hall and the dining room have the typical "eared" 
architrave found in Mobile and locally called the "Egyptian Door because 
of the batter of the jambs.

In the front hall a mahogany railed stair rises rather steeply. The 
white balustrade has a slender three-cusped Gothic ^vival design, two 
balusters to a tred. The step ends are dedorated with a delicate scroll 
design The back hall has an unusually fine hanging stairway which rises 
in a long graceful sweeping S curve, mahogany rail and simple turned 
balusters.
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Carolina Hall is the outstanding example in Mobile of the adaptation 
of late Georgian refinements that infiltrated the Gulf States from 
Charleston, South Carolina and the neighboring southeastern Atlantic 
seaboard localities.

Construction began in^l832T)y William Dawson, a wealty cotton 
merchant from Charleston, and was completed in 1840. The house is 
said to have closely resembled the Dawson family home in Charleston.

Subsequently the house has been owned by Alphonzo Luling (1891-1900) 
H. H. Wefel (1900-1904), Springhill College (1904-1917), and Dr. and 
Mrs. William C. Perdue. In 1959 the Perdues received the Mobile 
Historic Preservation Society's award for restoration of an ante-bellum 
landmark.

In 1971 Carolina Hall was purchased by Dr. and Mrs. Louie Wilson 
who plan to use it for their residence.



Delaney, Ca1dwell, Rem^&er mfeile. Mobile, Alabama;, 1969.

Gould, Elizabeth B., University of South Alabama, Mobile, Alabama* 1971

Hammond, Ralph, Ante-Bell urn Mansions of Alabama New York, N.Y.; 1951.

NW 
NE 

SE

JXL.

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POJNT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

30 ° 41 ' 30 "

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

88 05 ' 40
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Mrs. Jack C. Gall alee, Research Chairmar 

Exec. Director & Mobile Historic Preservation Society
ORGANI ZATION

Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 South Lawrenrp
CITY OR TOWN:

01

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State ^ Local

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

_
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of fl/he National Register
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