


a DESCRIPTION
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lawson Tower stands ona slight rise i nalarge expanse of |awn near t he
Scituate Gormon. A |arge nmodern school building i slocated just north of the
tower and a church, directly south of thetower, faces onto Pari sh Road.

The tower asoriginally built i n1900 was a wrought iron standpipe, seventy-five
feet high and twenty-five feet i ndiameter. It wasaltered considerablyi n 1902
when t he standpi pe was conpl etely covered with a wood and shingle claddingand
superstructure i na higheclectic revival style. Thetower nowstands 153 feet
high and i sa striking visual landmark for m|es around. Thebase of t hetower

is slightly curved out and then rises, interrupted only by w ndow slits, to the
top of thewought iron tank that thetower encloses. A massive bracketed band
encircles thetower at this point, andsupports thebell room theclock room

and theflared conical roof. Therafter ends under t heeaves of theroof of the
tower ar e exposed, adding a decorative touch tothecomice. There arefour dorners
with pagoda-like roofs topped with small spires onthesteeply pitched shingled
roof, anda weather vane supported by a decorated pole conpletes t hetower. A
turret, attachedtotheside of thetower and extendinguptothecornice, contains
a spiral staircase with 123 steps which rise tothebell room Theground floor
entrance t ot heturret has apointed arch door, with mssive curvilinear hinges.

A graceful shingled portico leads into thetower structure itself.

The interior of thetower has circumferential |andingsat fifteen foot intervals

to facilitate thecleaning and painting of the wought iron water tank. The bell
roomfloor, which also serves asthecover of thewater tank, i szinc covered

to prevent air-born bacteria and dust fromentering the water supply. Eleven

open ports, each six feet square, look out over t helandscape. Rain water, which
is sometines forced into theopen ports by highwnds i nthearea, runs of f through
scuppers simlar tothose i n aboat, at thebell roomfloor level. Theten bells
in theroom which were cast especially for thetower byt heMensely Co. of West
Troy, NY., areconnected by steel cables t o a keyboard i nthe nusic roomat the
ground level. Abovethebell roomistheclock room containing a huge clock which
strikes t hehour and automatically plays the Angelus onthechines at 7:00 am
and 6:00 p. m

A chain link fence, 300feet i ncirctm'ference, has been installed around t hetower,
and t hearea enclosed by t hefence covered with bitum nous concrete i norderto
reduce thefire hazard. Thetower has recently been conpletely re-shingledby

the Town of Scituate, andi sstill i nactive use asthetown's water supply.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lawson Tower, a significant architectural landmark i nScituate, i sa fas-
cinating exanple of what one man's inpact on a conmunity can be. As such, t he
tower stands today as a menorial t o Thonas Lawson, t he "Copper King", who di d so
much forthetow of Scituate.

Thormas Lawson, a self-made man, was a wealthy Wall Street magnate with a decided
flair forattracting attention. Wen theoriginal wought iron standpi pe was con-
structed i n1900 Lawson was i nt heprocess of building hi s home, Dreamwl d, which
stands across t heopen lawn north of thetower. Lawson spent closetoa mllion
dollars onhi sestate, and when it was finished i n1901 he was not at all pleased
to have t olook at t heunadorned tank fromhi s bedroomw ndow. He net withthe
owners of theprivate water conpany that had just erected t hestandpi pe, andob-
tained perm ssion t oenclose thetcuik i na tower which would be nore pleasing to
his eye. Lawson hired anarchitect totravel t oEurope t osketch designsof
interesting and unusual towers i nEngland, thecontinent, and as f ar east as Con-
stantinople. @n hisreturn Lawson picked t hedesign of t hepresent tower, saidto
be froma fifteenth century 'Foman' structure. Lawson then paid t ohave thetank
enclosed by this tower, at a cost of $60,000. At thepresent cost of materials
and | abor thetower would cost about $370,000 t oreplace.

The tower, with it sshinglecovering and architectural detail, may beuniquei n
Massachusetts. Thetown takes great pride i nthestructure, andt he community's
image i sclosely linked with this distinctive architectural [andmark.
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February 18, 1976

M. Charles Herrington

Chief, Registration

National Register

National Park Service

US Department of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find three nomnation forms for thefollowing properties:

1. Concord, Thoreau-Alcott House
2. Sandwi ch, Wng Fort House
3. Scituate, Lawson Tower

These properties have been voted eligible for stibmssion by t he Massa-
chusetts Historical Conmission (State Review Board) and have been signed
by t heState Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

AV¥/mv
Encl osures
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Lawson Tower Scituate Center
Pl ymout h Count'y

Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W Brooke Mrs. Elizabeth R. Aisedon
Bern. Gerry E. Studds Executive Director
Regi onal Director, North Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
Atlantic Region 294 Véshi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
PS Mwtt/row 9/ 30/76

INT: 2950-75
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