


a DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X UNALTERED -^^—ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lawson Tower stands on a s l i g h t r i s e i n a large expanse of lawn near the 
Scituate Common. A large modern school building i s located j u s t north of the 
tower and a church, d i r e c t l y south of the tower, faces onto Parish Road. 

The tower as o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1900 was a wrought iron standpipe, seventy-five 
feet high and twenty-five feet i n diameter. I t was altered considerably i n 1902 
when the standpipe was completely covered with a wood and shingle cladding and 
superstructure i n a high eclectic r e v i v a l s t y l e . The tower now stands 153 feet 
high and i s a s t r i k i n g v isual landmark f o r miles around. The base of the tower 
i s s l i g h t l y curved out and then r i s e s , interrupted only by window s l i t s , to the 
top of the wrought i r o n tank that the tower encloses. A massive bracketed band 
encircles the tower at t h i s point, and supports the b e l l room, the clock room, 
and the f l a r e d conical roof. The r a f t e r ends under the eaves of the roof of the 
tower are exposed, adding a decorative touch to the comice. There are four dormers 
with pagoda-like roofs topped with small spires on the steeply pitched shingled 
roof, and a weather vane supported by a decorated pole completes the tower. A 
t u r r e t , attached to the side of the tower and extending up to the cornice, contains 
a s p i r a l staircase with 123 steps which r i s e t o the b e l l room. The ground f l o o r 
entrance to the t u r r e t has a pointed arch door, with massive curvilinear hinges. 
A graceful shingled portico leads in t o the tower structure i t s e l f . 

The i n t e r i o r of the tower has circumferential landings at f i f t e e n foot intervals 
to f a c i l i t a t e the cleaning and painting of the wrought i r o n water tank. The b e l l 
room f l o o r , which also serves as the cover of the water tank, i s zinc covered 
to prevent air-born bacteria and dust from entering the water supply. Eleven 
open ports, each six feet square, look out over the landscape. Rain water, which 
i s sometimes forced i n t o the open ports by high winds i n the area, runs o f f through 
scuppers si m i l a r to those i n a boat, at the b e l l room f l o o r l e v e l . The ten b e l l s 
i n the room, which were cast especially f o r the tower by the Mensely Co. of West 
Troy, N.Y., are connected by steel cables to a keyboard i n the music room at the 
ground l e v e l . Above the b e l l room i s the clock room, containing a huge clock which 
strikes the hour and automatically plays the Angelus on the chimes at 7:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. 

A chain l i n k fence, 300 feet i n circtmi'ference, has been i n s t a l l e d around the tower, 
and the area enclosed by the fence covered with bituminous concrete i n order to 
reduce the f i r e hazard. The tower has recently been completely re-shingled by 
the Town of Scituate, and i s s t i l l i n active use as the town's water supply. 
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[1 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY X-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

— 1800 1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

?_1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

.INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1902 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lawson Tower, a s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark i n Scituate, i s a fas­
cinating example of what one man's impact on a community can be. As such, the 
tower stands today as a memorial to Thomas Lawson, the "Copper King", who did so 
much fo r the town of Scituate. 

Thomas Lawson, a self-made man, was a wealthy Wall Street magnate with a decided 
f l a i r f o r a t t r a c t i n g a t t e n t i o n . When the o r i g i n a l wrought iron standpipe was con­
structed i n 1900 Lawson was i n the process of building his home, Dreamwold, which 
stands across the open lawn north of the tower. Lawson spent close to a m i l l i o n 
dollars on his estate, and when i t was finished i n 1901 he was not at a l l pleased 
to have to look at the unadorned tank from his bedroom window. He met with the 
owners of the private water company that had j u s t erected the standpipe, and ob­
tained permission to enclose the tcuik i n a tower which would be more pleasing to 
his eye. Lawson hired an architect t o t r a v e l to Europe to sketch designs of 
interesting and unusual towers i n England, the continent, and as f a r east as Con­
stantinople. On his return Lawson picked the design of the present tower, said to 
be from a f i f t e e n t h century 'Roman' structure. Lawson then paid to have the tank 
enclosed by t h i s tower, at a cost of $60,000. At the present cost of materials 
and labor the tower would cost about $370,000 to replace. 

The tower, with i t s shingle covering and ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l , may be unique i n 
Massachusetts. The town takes great pride i n the structure, and the community's 
image i s closely linked with t h i s d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark. 
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