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AddreSS 177 \Wston st (8 Cal dwel | St)
Historic Nane Edwin C Johnson House
Phao (3'x3' or 3'x5', black ad

white) Indicate address of Use: Present Private residence
goperty a bak of phaoto.
aple to left sde of fom. Original
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1847-1853
Source Deed research, nans

Style Geek Revival/ltalianate

_ _ Architect unknown
Setch Mgy Drav mgp shoming property's location , _
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Vél| Fabric  Qapboard
mhcal features. Indicate all buildings
_ Inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings  Garage-~c
mte_rsectloan :
Indicate nort
Mgor Alterations (with dates) none
Condition  Good-excellent
MOﬂi no Dae n/a
Acreage /s.opq so.ft. L'ISH”
Setting situated onrise above \Wston St .
Faces anpl e front yard which runs
eastward t o contenporary suburb, hones
bordering Cal dwel | St .
UM REFERENCE/g"?/z//5D/vl.9:”.S;y" Recorded by Ed Gordon
USGS QUADRANGLE MAT\r.IL Organi zation Wl tham Hi storical Conm ssion
SCALE fo-zfi-n Dete piisii,sr, isafi

revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (if aoBl | cable)

The Edwin C Johnson House i s a large well detailed and preserved exanple of the transi-
tional Geek Revival/ltalianate style. It displays a symetrical three bay facade, wi de
cornerboards and entablature and a projecting roof with return eaves, as well as an entry
with sidelights, transom and dentilated pediment. It also represents the earliest sub-
urbani zation of Weston Street. |t possesses integrity of location, design, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling andassociation, andneets criteria A and C of the National Register
of Historic Places.

ARHTEIUN. SGNHCANE Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

#117 Weston St. i s a stately exanple of a ca. late 1840's/early 1850's Greek Revival/
Italianate house. Its mmssing, center hall plan, cornice headed wi ndows and gable roof

with return eaves are essentially Italianate. Its pedimented entrance enframent (pilasters,
side lights, entablature &d pediment) along with its wi de cornerboards, and fascia boards are
G eek Revival stylistic characteristics. This building retains its clapboard sheathing.
Interestingly, thew ndows of the 2-bay side walls have been placed nearly flush with the
corner pilasters. Two cornice headed wi ndows appear at attic level. A stylish cupola which
appears i nalate 19th century birds-eye, has been renoved.

HSTORCL SAGNHCOANE Explain the role omers played Inlocal or state history and how the
bui I ding relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

#177 Weston Street was built ca. 1847-1853 on land that had been part of Nehenmiah Warren's
extensive farm ands. Nehem ah Warren had owned nuch of theland i nthe Wston St./Miin St.
area beginning ca. 1830. He was t he father of Nathan Warren, Waltham historian whose house

is still extant at 50 Weston St. Weston St. i savery ol dhighway which dates back t oat |east
the early 18thcentiry. I n a sense, the construction of 177 Wston St. represents the beginnings
,6f suburban house construction i nthe area. Edwin C Johnson purchased this house's |ot
-(originally much nore extensive than it i stoday, extending northward to Main St.) from

Jrehem ah Warren f or $1500 on Oct ober 15, 1846. (M ddl esex 495:201). This house's formand

el ements suggest a construction date closer t o 1854 than 1846. This house appears |abel ed
Johnson on t he 1854 WAl t ham map. This property"was sold i na deed of July 1, 1862 (892:449)

by Edwin C Johnson t oHarvey Garcel on of Portland, Mine. Garcelon paid Johnson $4,900.00f or
this house andits 7 acres. Garcelon, inturn sold it just over oneyear later toCharles HB
Cal dwel | for $6,000 on i Septenber 1863 (914:225). It remained i nthe Caldwell famly until
July 3, 1883 (1637:375)—at that time Frederick A Caldwell, a guardian of hisfather's estate,
sold it toCharles W Bems and John Derby. The 1886 atlas indicates that at |east 3 other

buil dings besides 177 Weston St were part of this property. Caldwell St. appears on this Atlas
as Highland St. Later, owners of 177 Wston St. included Franke<£ Tower and M nnie E Adans.

B Bl A3 and or REFERENEES

Maps/ At |l ases - 1836, 1854, 1874, 1881, 1886, 1900-1915
M ddl esex Deeds
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