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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The First United Methodist Church in Fordyce is located on a corner lot
one block deep that is bordered by East Fourth Street to the south,

Spring Street to the east and East Fifth Street to the North. Designed
by John Parks Almand, a noted Arkansas architect, the church was built

in 1925. Demonstrated in the bulding's design is the architect's familiarity
with the English Arts and Crafts movement, the characteristics of which
were frequently applied to American buildings of this period. Built of
brick with stone and stucco trim, the church has an irregular plan
consisting of a rectangular central block that faces East Fourth Street,
with two wings projecting from the rear. The roofs are gable, with the
notable exception of the clipped gable roof above the front entrance.
Constructed on a concrete foundation, the church is three stories high
with an attic. A pair of brick wall buttresses detail each end elevation,
extending above the brick parapet. A single interior brick chimney

rises above the roofline.

The front facade is dominated by its unusual center entrance that recognizably
divides the building in half according to function. The portion to the

left, which recedes slightly, consists of three floors of offices and

Sunday School classrooms, each with five fenestrations. Windows are

double casement with transoms, with a coupled pair positioned closest to

the entrance. The opposite half of the front elevation has five coupled
lancet windows of stained glass with stone surrounds that illuminate the
sanctuary.

Its height slightly exceeding the ridge of the principal gable roof, the
three story projecting entrance with a clipped gable roof, buff brick
face and stucco sides is the most striking feature of the building.

This projection intersects the roof ridge and terminates with a gable on
the north slope of the principle roof. Three story brick octagonal
buttress piers with buff brick banding, stepped caps and conical spires
flank the entrance, which consists of double glass doors with ten lights
each, surrounded by multi-paned sidelights and a transom. An arched
buff brick and shingled hood is positioned above the door and beneath a
large fenestration, the latter composed of casement, fixed and transom
windows. Above this large window, which illuminates the second floor, is
a compound lancet arch with louvered vent.

Two wings extend from the rear elevation, the largest of which is within
several feet of the west corner and projects at a right angle. Between
this wing and the sanctuary wall, a second gabled wing, with slopes of
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unequal length, projects at a forty-five degree angle. An entrance at
the end of this wing provides access to the narthex. The sanctuary wall
is identical to the front, with five stained glass windows. A gabled
continuation of the front entrance projection extends from the midpoint
of the roof slope. The west end elevation features an elliptical arched
stained glass window, two entrances and a louvered vent. Other end
elevations have uniformly placed casement windows, wall buttresses and
louvered attic vents.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Striking in its appearance, the First United Methodist Church eloquently
demonstrates the creative capabilities of its designer, John Parks
Almand. Unlike any other structure in Dallas County, the design of this
church reflects the influence of the English Arts and Crafts movement.
Though its plan is untraditional, this building successfully serves its
intended purpose to provide space for the worship, education and admin-
istration of the second oldest congregation in Fordyce.

Though the exact date of the first religious service held by Methodists
in Fordyce is not known, the First United Methodist Church acquired its
first pastor sometime in 1883. Prior to constructing their own church,
this congregation joined the Presbyterians in conducting Sunday School
classes at the First Presbyterian Church at the corner of Main and Fifth
Streets.

On February 27, 1886, the Methodists purchased a lot on the southeast
corner of East Third and Moro Streets. This lot was exchanged later

that same year for property on the southwest corner of the same block.

In 1887 the congregation constructed their first church on this land.

As Fordyce grew, so too did the membership of the First United Methodist
Church. In 1899 a second church was built at East Third and Spring
Streets to accommodate the growing congregation. In 1922, this structure
was destroyed by fire, thus necessitating the construction of the present
church. Church records indicate the approximate cost of this building,
including the pipe organ and interior fixtures, was ninety thousand
dollars.

John Parks Almand, a native of Louisiana, first came to Arkansas in

1912, the year following his completion of the architecture program at
Columbia University. Until opening his own practice in 1915, Almand

worked for Charles Thompson. Almand earned the reputation of being an
‘innovative and dexterious architect. Perhaps best known for his ecclesistical
and residential designs, Almand's commissions also include a post office

in Fort Smith, a hospital in North Little Rock, and the Medical Arts

Building in Hot Springs (NR 12-1-78).
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When the First United Methodist Church was listed on the National Register on October 28, 1983, the
nomination erroneously stated that John Parks Almand was a native of Louisiana. However, Almand was
actually born in Lithonia, Georgia, on May 8, 1885.

Information from: Almand, A. J. John Parks Almand, Architect: A Biography of my Father. Unpublished
manuscript in the files of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, 1976.
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RE: First United Methodist Church — Additional Documentation

— Fordyce, Dallas County, Arkansas

Dear Carol:

We are enclosing for your review the above-referenced nomination.
The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all
applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the

nomination process.

If you need further information, please call Ralph S. Wilcox of my staff
at (501) 324-9787. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
Cathie Matthews
State Historic Preservation Officer
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