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TITLE OF SURVEY:
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CONDITION
n Excellent 1

(XI Altered

21 Good |

(Check One)

D Fair

Unaltered

(Check One) 

\ | Deteriorated CD Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

D Moved g§ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed and constructed in 1871 (by S.C. Bugbee and Sons, 
Architect). Original use; Girls 1 Seminary — Present use; con­ 
version to Administrative Headquarters, Mills College,

Construction: wood frame, brick substructure; number of stories; 
3 and 4- (central area). Good example of Second Empire or Mansard Style 
of symetrical "U" plan with a dramatic central element of four stories 
flanked by three story wings. Terminated by symetrical pavillions with 
bay windows. First story openings generally have gable and square 
pediments; second story segmented; and third story of wings, and fourth 
story of central element have round headed dormers set in canted con­ 
cave Mansard roof. Building is of wood frame with "V" rustic siding, 
wood cornices and moldings. Interior reception hall is modestly done 
in Ionic order. Stairs have mahogany newel posts and turned balusters.

(Name of recorder: A. Lewis Koue, A.I.A., Preservation Officer, 
National Park Service, H.A.B.S.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mills College began ostensibly in 1852, though under another name 
when a Young Ladies Protestant Seminary was founded in the then rising 
city of Benicia. Its significance augmented in 1853-5^ when Benicia 
became the capitql of the State, grew rapidly following its acquisition 
by Miss Mary Atkins who became its owner in 1855• Because of ill health 
in 1865 she sold the property to Dr. and Mrs. C.T. Mills who continued 
to operate the school in Benicia until 1871. In 1870, Mills, with 
financial support, purchased 55 acres in what is now East Oakland, a site 
formerly occupied by an Indian Rancheria. In June 1870 construction 
began on the structure submitted for registration, and in 1871 the 
Seminary left Benicia to take up permanent campus residence in Oakland. 
Originally the building consisted of classrooms, quarters for the 
President of the College, teachers, and students, recitation rooms, a 
music room, lecture halls and a hospital ward. In 1877» the College 
was deeded to a Board of Trustees. Its first baccalaureate degrees 
were granted in 1889. Prep, school was abandoned in 1911» following 
which the College became fully accredited in 1918, and opened a graduate 
school in 1920. From 1916 till 19^3 Aurelia Henry Reinhardt was president 
of the College, during which time 136 acres were incorporated within its 
boundaries. During this period the structure nominated was used almost 
exclusively as a dormitory and social activity hall, little changes having 
been made in its original construction. Mills College compares with the 
most exclusive women's colleges in the nation, including Wellesley, Mt. 
Holyoke and Vassar. Its history in the field of education is equal to 
the highest standards, exemplified in America.



Richey, Elinor: The Ultimate Victorians of San Francisco Bay,
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Ferrier, William Warren: Ninety Years of Education
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William J. Hein, Assistant to the President
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Mills College
DATE

May 4, 1
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Seminary and MacArthur Boulevard
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State g| Local Q

fa William Perm Mott, Jr. 

Title Director

Date October 6, 1971

STATE

California 94613

971

CODE

06

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

OCT 1 4 1971
Date

ATTEST:

r. J i ,

** Ii I'IA£LA/(~&
Keeper of The National Register 

Date OCT 1 3 197J
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