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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Carter House is located on one of the main older residential 
streets in Versailles, Kentucky, just adjacent to the commercial 
district. It is a two-story brick L-shaped structure four bays wide. 
The brickwork of the facade is laid in Flemish bond with square 
lintels and header-and-stretcher voussoirs over the front windows. 
The asymmetrical placement of the entrance, although common in 
townhouses, is unusual for an independent building. The entranceway, 
recessed with transom, has a Greek Revival doorframe with broad 
planes and Grecian "ears" and an implied pedimental form of lintel. 
The door opens onto a stone stoop with double staircase. The wrought 
iron railings on the stoop and steps are said to be original.

There are sparse Italianate brackets under the cornice, probably mid- 
Victorian. Chimneys on either end of the roof are flush with the 
side walls.

There are twelve rooms, the front section consisting of four 20 x 20 
x 14 foot rooms. Each pair of two (40* x 20') is separated by sliding 
doors and each contains a fireplace. The rooms are well proportioned! 
of ample size, with high ceilings in the parlors. A narrow box 
stairway leads:to the'upstairs. iThe ell, which is the older portion 
of the house, contains two rooms, now used as the kitchen and dining 
room.

Materials used in the construction include a stone foundation, hand­ 
made bricks visible in the outer walls and interior woods common to 
the area. The structural wood used is oak and walnut; the interior 
finish wood is yellow poplar and walnut. The window frames and 
muntin bars are of walnut and the casements, cedar and locust. The 
floors are of rare blue ash.

In the past few years the house has been made structurally very strong 
In 1965 the front wall was rebuilt because bricks had crumbled at the 
base and were causing the walls to buckle. About 90% of the original 
brick had to be replaced; original windows and the front door were 
also replaced but in their exact former position. Thus no change was 
made in the dimension or design of the front wall.

The famous Carter garden, featured in Old Kentucky Homes and 
Gardens (1939), is presently in barely recognizable condition but 
plans are being made to restore it to its original ground plan and 
planting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The importance of the Carter House is associated with its age--the 
back portion of the building is considered one of the oldest structures 
in Versailles, Kentucky. Worthy of note too is the back garden of 
the house long considered one of the finest in the State. The link, 
since 1816, with a prominent Versailles family- also lends significance 
Members of the Carter family played a most valuable role in the 
early history of medicine and surgery in the Bluegrass area of 
Kentucky.

The house dates from approximately the founding of the small but 
affluent Kentucky town in which it is located.Versailles, in the 
Bluegrass area of the state, was laid out in 1792 and the house appear 
on the original survey of the town dated May 18, 1793. No record 
has been found, however, identifying the builder. It is known that 
the residence was purchased in 1816 by Goodloe Carter approximately 
five years after the constrcution of the front section of the house.

Carter, born in Virginia in 1784, came with his wife and son Joseph 
to Woodford County, Kentucky, sometime prior to 1810, his name 
appearing on that year's census. He was the son of George Carter 
and Francis Diana Goodloe of Spottsylvania, Virginia, and later of 
"Red Lands" near Charlottesville. The Carter family traced their 
lineage in America to Thomas Carter (1630-1700) who left England 
after the death of Charles I. He became a member of the House 
of Burgesses in Virginia in 1667.

Joseph C. Carter (1808-1876) who was to inherit his father's estate was 
a physician. He studied medicine under the famous Kentucky physician 
and educator Dr. Daniel Drake, responsible for the founding of the 
Medical College of Ohio in Cincinnati and the author of several 
important medical treatises. .Of special impact was his study on 
Asiatic'cholera, its causes and treatment. As editor of the West's 
most widely circulated medical journal, the Western Journal of 
Medicine, Drake was one of the most widely read authorities on 
cholera.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according; to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National O .State Q Local ^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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After graduating from medical school in 1832, Carter returned to
Versailles and set up what came to be a successful practice in the 
front rooms of the house on Morgan Street. The two front rooms
served as office and operating room. His newly acquired knowledge 

and techniques of treating cholera were quickly put to use, for many of his fir 
cases were victims of a cholera epidemic. The disease broke out in
1832 in Kentucky but did not reach its peak in the Bluegrass area until
1833-35.

Joseph Carter's eldest son Daniel Drake Carter, like his father, pursued 
a career in medicine. He attended the University of Virginia and in 186^ 
became a surgeon with the Confederate Fifth Kentucky Brigade and 
sometimes rode with Morgan's Raiders. He was taken prisoner by 
Union troops but escaped and fled to Halifax where he boarded a British 
ship bound for Wilmington, North Carolina. The vessel was captured 
as she was entering port. Carter was one of three men on board who 
would not swear to being a British subject and was sent prisoner to 
New York. He was afterwards transferred to Boston, where he was 
incarcerated until May 1865. Following his release from prison he 
returned to Woodford County and resumed the practice of medicine until 
his death in 1886.

The owners of the house from 1886 to 1938 were Miss Josephine Carter 
and her sister Mrs. Dolly Carter Holt, daughters of Dr. Joseph Carter. 
They were actively engaged in civic and charitable affairs, such as the 
founding of the public library and the hospital in Versailles. Miss 
Josephine Carter was in charge of the Kentucky Room at the Chicago 
Exhibition of 1893. Since 1938 the house has been in the possession of 
Joseph C. Carter III, nephew of Josephine Carter and Dolly Holt.

Nominated with the house is the Carter garden whose layout dates to 
1816, the time the house was first occupied by the Carters. The garden, 
maintained up to about 1940, was famous for its old-fashioned plants and 
flowers. .
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