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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Emerald Hill stands atop one of the high hills upon which the 
town of Clarksville was built. A winding, shady driveway passes 
through a little valley and up the commanding hill overlooking 
a lovely lawn and the distant curves of the river. To the left 
are the remains of the once-beautiful formal gardens. The simple 
but beautiful garden was intersected by two wide flower-bordered 
walks, and in the center of each of the four squares thus formed 
is a large tree, two Norwegian pines and two large magnolias. 
Flower beds, vegetable gardens, orchards, and grape arbors 
surrounded the square. Although not attended at the present time, 
the trees and shrubs are plainly evident:. Surrounding the house 
are several ancient beech trees.

The builder and exact date of construction of Emerald Hill, or 
Eagle T s Nest as it was originally.called, are not known, but it is 
thought that it was built in the late 1830 T s. The house built 
of brick, originally had only two rooms on each level: -a dining 
rooTni and kitchen in the basement; a family room and bedroom on 
the main floor, with an entry hall from which a stairway led to 
the two bedrooms upstairs. A long porch was built on both the 
front and back.

About 1910 the two-story Greek Revival front part of the house 
was added. This addition consists of a large room on either side 
of a wide hall, both upstairs and downstairs. Sliding doors open 
from the hall into the rooms.

The property now belongs to the state of Tennessee .for us,e.,.l?y 
Austin Peay State University and is occupied by a university 
professor. Future plans are npt.completed.at this time, ; but.it 
will continue to be used in some capacity by the university.
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The original part of the house was built of brick, with two rooms 
on each level and a long porch on both the front and back, 
partially enclosed by siding. Sometime later a.two story brick 
addition was added to the north end with the lower floor being 
used as storage. Some kitchen modernization has been done in 
recent years. A bath was added and enclosed by siding.

The house originally faced west with a beautiful view of the river, 
Since the front portion of the house was added, the front faces 
south.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance is"'accor&ed tcr Emerald Hill because it was the home 
of one of Tennessee T s most famous orators and political figures, 
Gustavus Adolphus Henry. Henry was born in Scott County, Kentucky 
on October 8, 180M-. He graduated from Transylvania University 
in Lexington, Kentucky in 182^, receiving top honors. Among his 
classmates was Jefferson Davis, with whom he formed a friendship 
that lasted fo'r life. After graduation he studied law and was 
admitted to the bar. He began the practice of law at Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, and moved to Clarksville, Tennessee in 1833 where he 
continued his practice. Before moving to Tennessee he had been a 
member of the Kentucky legislature in 1831, 1832, and 1833. He 
was a Whig presidential elector in 18M-0 supporting William Henry 
Harrison and John Tyler^ in 1844 supporting Henry Clay and Theodore 
Frelinghuysen; and in 1852 supporting Winfield Scott and William 
A .Graham. He was an unsuccessfmil candidate for Congress in 18M-2 
and Whig nominee for Governor in 1853 against Andrew Johnson. 
In 1861 he was appointed by Governor Isham G. Harris as one of the 
Commissioners to enter Tennessee into a league with the Southern 
Confederacy. He was elected the first jSenator from Tennessee to 
the Confederate Congress, where his powerful and eloquent speeches 
often inspired' the downcast minds of his fellow senators during 
the dark hours of struggle for the Confederacy. For this he 
received the highest prad.se from President Jefferson Davis.

So eloquent was he that he was given the nickname "The Eagle 
Orator" and his home was originally called Eagle T s Nest. Because 
of his outstanding ability, he was widely sought as a speaker.

(Eagle Orator lived here after coming to Clarksville until his death 
in 1S30.) *
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