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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Benicia State Capitol Building is a two-story structure of
red brick 407 x 307; built in 1853 and restored in 1957.

"Greek Revival" style with white painted fluted columns

supporting a triangular pediment, severe
brick masonry bearing walls, symmetrical
broad granite exterior stairs; classical
general temple appearance.
site; landscaping is limited to low base
areas. A small public restroom of compatible design is
located on the site. o

The building

decorative cornice,
window openings,
entrance with a
covers much of the
planting and grass
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The third State capitol building erected in California and the only
capitol remaining to commemorste California's first decade as &
State. Built in 1852 it was offered to the State when earlier

statehouses proved inadequate. For 1 year, 21 days (February 4, 1853
to February 25, 1854) it was California's seat of government. When

the State capitol was moved to Sacramento the Benicia structure

theatre, church, police station and city hall. In 1949 it was deeded
to the State. In 1956-5T7it was restored to its pristine glory at a
cost of $270,000 and made part of the State Park System.

became in turn the county courthouse, a justice court, school, library,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Title State Liaison Officer

Date Avgust 3, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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