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Town Rehoboth
Address 144 Hornbine Road

Historic Name Hornbine School

Use: Present miseum
Original school
DESCR PTI ON
Dat e 1862

Source 325th Anniversary of Rehoboth;
Town Records
Style G eek Revival
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric cl apboard

Qut bui | di ngs none

Major alterations (with dates) modified

as residence ca. 1940; restored 1968

Moved Dat e

no
Approx. acreage |ess than one acre
Setting 50 feet from Hornbine Road

at intersection of Baker

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURN. S OGN H CANCE  (Descri be inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildings within the conmunity.)

The Hornbine School is an archetypical exanple of a 19th century eight grade one-

room school house. I tis a mdest one-story wood frame clapboard building with entrance
in the three-bay gable end facing the street and a stove chinmey at the opposite end.
This school house was huilt at it spresent location in 1862 in the Hornbine section of
sout heastern Rehoboth and stands as the best preserved exanple of a md 19th century
school house in the town.

HSTORCAL SAGNHCANE (Explainthe role owners played inlocal or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.)

e of the fifteen one-roomdistrict schools intown during the 19th and early
20th centuries, the Hornbine School was known as District #10 School until districts
were abolished in 1883. Beginning in the 1920s, the district schools began to

close as st'dents consolidated inlarger facilities. The Hornbine School, dis-
countinued in 1937, was the last to close. During the 1930s, Hornbine had a pupil
exchange arrangenment with Swansea, Hornbine taking lower grades, and Swansea high
school pupils.

The Hornbine School was (subsequently) sold, modified for use as a residence, then
| ater deteriorated from disuse. |In 1968, when Rehoboth celebrated i t s 325th
Anniversary, the Hornbine School Association was organized to purchase the school,
restore i tand turn i tover to the town as a museum Formal preservation of the
one-room school heritage of Rehoboth reflects the sentiments of a town which had,
fromfirst settlement, committed itself to maintaining universal public education.

In addition to itsrole as a school, itslocation has significance. The Hornbine
School and the earlier Hornbine Baptish Church (#63) face each other across Hornbine
Road at a small curving intersection which has changed little since about 1900. There

is an intimacy of scale and an interplay between the two buil dingswhich deserves to
be preserved.
(Continued)

B B G3AHY and/ or REFEHRENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Snape, Sue Ellen, ed. In Od Rehoboth, 1979, pp.53, 62-64.
Trim et al. Rehoboth's 325th Anniversary, 1968, pp.52-58.
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Historical Significance (Continued)

The Hornbine School possesses integrity of location, design, materials, work-
manshi p, setting, feeling ans association andnmeets criteria A and Cof the

National Register of Historic Places individually.
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