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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A newspaper article dated October 3, 1885 and entitled
"A Handsome Residence" described this house as it appeared
newly built. The following paragraphs are quoted from that
article:

The walls are built entirely of concrete,V
and Mr. Iewis has erected it in a very leisurely
manner, giving the walls abundant time to
harden and settle as they progressed, and
has paid the utmost attention to every detail
of construction, to secure comfort and health-
fulness as well as stability. The exterior
cemented with the best of Portland cement+ will
be impervious to moisture, while all dampness
from caplllary attraction is cut off by an
impervious course of cement composition
beneath the first floor joist.

The house is very irregular in outline,
presenting two fronts facing the streets on
which it is located. On Seventh Street, it
presents a semi-octagon, bayed front, and a
recessed vestibule porch, with tiled floor -
the rincipal entrance - the buttressed steps
leading to which, when completed, will be of
one solid block of artificial stone; and on
Ash Street it shows a handsome bay window and
a neat private entrance; and in the angle
formed by the two sections of the building is
an abundance of piazza to both stories. A
very handsome roof crowns the edifice, with
its irregular and broken skyline and relieved
with dormer windows and ornamental chimney-
tops; upon the summit a spacious deck commands
an extended and plea51ng view. 1

The interior is well—arranged and con-v),/;L
venient; the rooms are spacious, and prese mﬂ?i
a pleasing variety of form. The pr1n01pa1:
rooms and stairhall of the first story a
arranged en suite, with wide communicati
and all open upon the piazza; and the de
of domestic economy are not overlooked.
service stairs, butler's pantry, store-pan
closets and kitchen offices, have received
their share of attention, and are conveniently
arranged with bathroom, presses, etc. A large
and airey attic above insures cool and well
ventilated rooms below.
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elaborate and unusual version of the rambling Victoxian

JA‘4 93

This 1885 description of the Lewis House is completely
accurate today. The house remains unchanged and is an

house. It is the only house in Fernandina Beach, dating

from this period, which was constructed in this manner.

The irregularity of outline, use of the rounded arch and
elaborate balustrades add to the uniqueness of the structure.

shell in the mortar.
of cement, with the

1

The house has always been considered locally to be
constructed of tabby, because of the high percentage of
Actually the building has a binding
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The C. JK Lewis House was considered a very elegant
residence at the time of its construction, as evidenced
by the length and in-depth detail of the news article
concerning it. To again quote from that article, "The
building has been erected from design, and under the
superintendence of Mr.R. , architect, and is
another pleasing example of his taste and skill in the
practice of his profession. The building is an ornament
of the city, and reflects great credit upon both Mr. Lewis
and his architect."

\

R. V. Schuyler was a local architect who frequently
advertised his business in the Florida Mirror, and whose
office was just two blocks from the Lewis House.

Mr. Schuyler was for many years the leading architect in
Fernandina Beach and certainly he was outstanding in his
work. He was the architect of a number of the finest
buildings in Fernandina, including the George Fairbanks
House and St. Peter's Church.




A Handsome Residence," The Florida Mirror. (Fernandina
Beach), October 3, 1885.

"Reflections," The Florida Mirror. (Fernandina Beach),
May 3, 1882.

Nassau County Records, Nassau County Courthouse, Fernandina
Beach, Florida. Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court. (Subgroups: Deed Book R, p. 637).
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Diane D. Greer, Historic Sites Specialist
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Division of Archives, History, & Records Mgt. 8-4-72
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

_ ify t . C . .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been v - A
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set %%A /i
V.4

forth by the Nati 1 Park S ice. The recommended N
o v the Rationa ark servi recomm Chief, Office of Archeology and Hidtoric Preservation

level of significance his nomination is:
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National Local

Title State Liaison Officer
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Date
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