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1. Name of Property 

historic name Wilmington Centre V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Other names/site nunnber. N/A 

2. Location 

street & number Roughly bounded by Middlesex A v e . , and Church S t . 

city or town Wilmington 

JllA not for publication 

NiZXvicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county Middlespy code 017 zip code 01887 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this H nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
1X1 meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
n nationally D statewide 1x1 locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

e of certifying officiaimtle J u d i ^ B 4 ^ 4 1-^ 
Slg|rfa\ure of certifying officiaimie j u d i f h B. McDonouglPa* Execut ive D i r e c t o r 

fasjpachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. State H i s t o r i c P r p s p r v a f i o n O f f i r o r 
ofFederal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 
^ f ^ ' Signature of the Keeper hereby certify that the property is: 

Hentered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

n determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

• other, (explain:) 

Date ot Action 
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Wilmington Centre Village Historic D i s t r i c t 

Name of Property 

Middlesex County 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

IS private ~ 
1x1 public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

• building(s) 
E district 
• site 
• structure 
• object \ 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

25 9 

.3 0 

1 1 

1 1 

30 11 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) , 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

EDUCATION: school 

GOVERNMENT : town h a l l 

RELIGION: religious structure 

FUNERARY: cemetery 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

EDUCATION: school 

RETiTGTON; religious structure. 

FUNERARY: cemetery 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions)  

F e d e r a l , G r e e k R e v i v a l , 

Queen Anne, Victorian Vernacular 

IMaterials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation B r i c k 

walls Weatherboard 

B r i c k 

roof. Ashpal t 

Other. Stone 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION ' ' 

The Wilmington Centre Village Historic D i s t r i c t encompasses approximately a 
110-acre area near the center of the Town of Wilmington. The d i s t r i c t 
contains r e s i d e n t i a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings primarily of the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, with a concentration of schools flanking the 
lat e nineteenth century Town Common. Middlesex Avenue forms the core of the 
d i s t r i c t , with Church Street forming the eastern boundary of the Common, and 
several properties on side streets forming the remainder of the d i s t r i c t . 

The d i s t r i c t i s bounded by l a t e r twentieth century r e s i d e n t i a l development to 
the north, east, and west, and by the Church Street Victorian D i s t r i c t 
(recommended as p o t e n t i a l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register), to the south 
on Church Street. To the southwest on Middlesex Avenue, the d i s t r i c t i s 
bounded by a mixture of r e s i d e n t i a l development from the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries lacking a r c h i t e c t u r a l I n t e g r i t y . Most notable i s the 
abutting Thomas D. Bond House (126 Middlesex Avenue), which u n t i l the recent 
addition of v i n y l siding and the removal of ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g , was 
Wilmington's f i n e s t example of I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e r e s i d e n t i a l construction. 

The Centre Village d i s t r i c t contains some of Wilmington's f i n e s t nineteenth 
century buildings, both r e s i d e n t i a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l , i n addition to the 
town's f i r s t b u r i a l ground, an early nineteenth century animal pound, and a 
concentration of school buildings spanning the nineteenth to mid-twentieth 
centuries. •-4. •,. • ••• • --i^ , „ , .i^ • ^ 

The d i s t r i c t contains twenty-five buildings, three s i t e s , one structure, and 
one object, which contribute to the d i s t r i c t ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c 
character and I n t e g r i t y . There are twenty-one p r i n c i p a l contributing 
buildings; of the remaining four contributing buildings, two are garages and 
two are barns. Most buildings i n the d i s t r i c t remain largely unaltered; 
changes i n fenestration have been made to several houses, and two houses have 
asbestos shingles. Other alterations are minor and more d i f f i c u l t to 
i d e n t i f y . Of the nine noncontributing buildings, eight are p r i n c i p a l 
buildings, and one i s a garage. A l l of which were b u i l t a f t e r the period of 
signj.ficance (1731-1941). 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 

The single example of Georgian-style architecture surviving i n the Centre 
Village d i s t r i c t i s the Nichols House, 187 Middlesex Avenue (MHC #77). 
Despite alterations including new windows and a one-story side e l l , the house 
retains i t s basic form. I t i s a two-story, five-bay house with a large center 
chimney and a projecting, pedimented central entry. 

(continued) 
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The Federal period i s more represented, good examples to be found i n the 
William Blanchard Jr. House, 200 Middlesex Avenue (MHC #80), and at 190 
Middlesex Avenue (MHC #78). The Blanchard House, though reported to date 
o r i g i n a l l y from as early as 1724, gives the appearance of a house of t y p i c a l 
Federal massing and d e t a i l . The two-stoiry, five-bay house i s one room deep, 
and features twin rear-wall chimneys, a central false gable with b l i n d fan, 
and a central entry with p i l a s t e r s , a transom, and a simple entablature. 190 

" Middlesex Avenue i s also a two-story, five-bay house with twin rear-wall • 
chimneys; however the house i s two bays deep. The central entry i s framed by 
sidelights and a surround with p i l a s t e r s and an entablature. "i,.! 

Two other houses r e f l e c t i n g several phases of construction, with a strong 
Federal influence, are the Bond-Skilton-McMahon House, 168 Middlesex Avenue 
(MHC #74), and the Congregational Church Parsonage, 191 Middlesex Avenue XMHC 
#83). 168 Middlesex Avenue consists of an eighteenth-century rear section, 
with a two-stoiry, hip-roofed. Federal-style f r o n t section. This house i s f i v e 
bays wide and features twin rear-wall chimneys. The handsome Doric porch 
extending the length of the facade i s probably an addition of ca. 1850. The 
Parsonage probably also has Federal-period o r i g i n s . I t i s a two-story, 
five-bay house with twin rear-wall chimneys and a center entry. Major 
renovation occurred ca. 1845, re s u l t i n g i n door and window frames with corner 
block, a columned entry porch, and Greek Revival-style i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s . 

The most active period of construction i n the d i s t r i c t was the mid-nineteenth ! 
' century, when eight of the twenty-one surviving p r i n c i p a l buildings were < 

constructed or altered to t h e i r present forms. I n addition to the alterations 
made to the two substantial houses described above, there are several modest 
vernacular examples of the Greek Revival-style. The most substantial of these 
i s the Adams-Buck House, 127 Middlesex Avenue (MHC #69), a two-story, 
gable-front house with a characteristic sidehall entry and pedimented gable 
end. More modest variations exist at 136 and 205 Middlesex Avenue (MHC #s 70 
and 84, respectively), both 1 1/2-story versions of the gable-front, sidehall 
cottage. V ^ 

Following the f l u r r y of construction that occurred i n the 1850s, the Centre 
Village D i s t r i c t saw v i r t u a l l y no physical change u n t i l "the l a s t two decades 
of the century, when several houses were constructed. The Hudson-Roman House, ,̂  i 
Church Street, i s the most s i g n i f i c a n t of these. One of Wilmington's few ii 

, examples of the Queen Anne s t y l e , the Hudson-Roman House i s a large 2 
.- 1/2-story, hip-roofed house clad i n clapboards and shingles. The house 

features such characteristic Queen Anne-style d e t a i l s as a c i r c u l a r t u r r e t 
- with f i n i a l , bay windows, projecting gables, and porches at the f i r s t and : 

second stor i e s . Vernacular examples of Victorian design are similar i n form 
to the sidehall cottages of the mid-nineteenth century. 183 Middlesex Avenue 
(MHC #76), 197 Middlesex Avenue, and 6 School Street are a l l characteristic of 
t h i s type, varying i n d e t a i l with the use of a f r o n t porch (197 Middlesex 
Avenue), and a projecting bay and stickwork at the gable end (6 School Street). 

(continued) 
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The d i s t r i c t ' s only r e s i d e n t i a l example of the Colonial Revival style i s the 
Joseph McMahon House, 176 Middlesex Avenue, a two-story, gable-roofed house 
with central entry sheltered by a gabled entry porch. Constructed ca. 1930, 
i t has been expanded with a large side e l l . 

INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS 

- Two I n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings dating from the d i s t r i c t ' s period of active growth > 
during the mid-nineteenth century are the Former Town Hall (1842), 219 

• Middlesex Avenue (MHC #85), and the Old Centre School House (pre-1839), 
' . Middlesex Avenue (MHC #73). Both are one-story buildings with gable fronts ' 

" and p i l a s t e r cornerboards, and both have suffered a l t e r a t i o n to t h e i r 
entries. The Former Town Hall was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t to house the Free-Will^^ . 
Baptist Society. I n i t s o r i g i n a l form, the building's facade had a tower ' 
centered on the gable, two entries (one on each side of the facade's center 

* window), and a triangular l i g h t i n the pediment, a l l Important elements of the 
building's Greek Revival design. The central entry to the Old Centre School 
House was set i n a pla i n surround with a f o u r - l i g h t transom. 

The First Congregational Church (1865), 220 Middlesex Avenue (MHC #86), is a ' " . 
well-preserved, handsomely detailed example of the Itallanate/Classical s t y l e , ' •; ' 
and by far the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t church building i n > - t,^ 
Wilmington. Most of the decorative det a i l s are cla s s i c a l i n derivation, ' . „ 
consisting of rusticated quoins, an arched entry set i n a pilastered and 
pedimented pa v i l i o n , and a steeple with c l a s s i c a l l y derived decoration. The ^ 
t a l l windows on the main body of the church have arched heads and labe l ' - i i 
moldings characteristic of I t a l i a n a t e architecture of the 1850s and 1860s. 

Later i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings surviving i n the Centre Village d i s t r i c t are the "' 
Former Wilmington High School ( l a t e r Swain School, 1914) and the Buzzell 
,School (1935), both near the Old Centre School on Middlesex Avenue. The 
Former High School i s a two-story, f l a t - r o o f e d brick building. A three bay, * 
projecting p a v i l i o n contains the central entry, which i s set i n a Tudor arch 
with a. transom. The Buzzell School i s a wooden building with simple Colonial ^ 
Revival design. The one-story building consists of a hip-roofed main sectiion 
"and short gabled end wings projecting forward. The building features a " 
central entry and cupola. 

Two other school buildings have contributed to the d i s t r i c t ' s heavy 
concentration of i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings. U n t i l sometime a f t e r 1978, the - ' 
F i r s t High School (called the New Centre School a f t e r 1914) stood between the 
Old Centre School and the 1914 High School. I t was a substantial Queen <• 
Anne-style school constructed i n 1887-1888, with a high hipped roof, central 
gabled p a v i l i o n , and such t y p i c a l period det a i l s as bargeboards, porches with 
tumed supports, and shed domers. Dir e c t l y across the Wilmington Common from 
these e a r l i e r schools stands the present Wilmington High School (1950). 

_ . - (continued) 
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The d i s t r i c t contains several s i g n i f i c a n t s i t e s . Most notable i s the Old 
Burial Ground (MHC #803), established i n 1731. Enclosed by a low stone w a l l , 
i n f a i r condition, containing numerous broken stones. Most are arched slate 
stones. Common motifs include death's heads and urns. Across Middlesex 
Avenue i s the l a t e r Wlldwood Cemetery, which contains many stones moved from 
the Old Burial Ground i n the nineteenth century. S t i l l an active cemetery, 
the e a r l i e s t section, adjacent to the Former Town H a l l , contains many early to 
mid-nineteenth century stones of slate, limestone, and granite. Many are 
handsomely executed with urns and willows as recurring designs. Adjacent to 
the Old Burial Grand i s the Buggy House, a single story wooden building 
believed to date from the l a t e 19th century. The Buggy House sheltered the 
town hearse, and i s now used by the town f o r storage. I n 1991, the Pound 
Keepers Cottage (MHC #81), a modest early 19th century dwelling that formerly 
stood beside the Town Pound on Glen Road, was moved to a previously 
undisturbed location i n the corner of Wlldwood Cemetery. 

The Town Common was established between 1875 and 1882 on a triangular piece of 
land at the junction of Middlesex Avenue and Church Street. Previously 
associated with the Adams-Buck House, 127 Middlesex Avenue, the land i s f l a t 
and landscaped by the modern additions of a gazebo, a flagpole, and several 
walkways and trees. An e a r l i e r gazebo and a flagpole were erected i n 1882, 
neither are extant. 

Changes to the d i s t r i c t ' s appearance since the nineteenth century have been 
comparatively minor. By the mid-19th century, three bakehouses owned by the 
Bond family are known to have existed i n the d i s t r i c t . They stood north of 
the Former Town H a l l , north of the Congregational Parsonage, and east of the 
junction of Middlesex Avenue and Church Street, near the northem t i p of the 
Common, and were gone by 1875. Stores existed during the mid-nineteenth 
century at the corner of Middlesex Avenue and Glen Road, and as part of the 
property associated with the Nichols House, 187 Middlesex Avenue, at the 
comer of Wlldwood Street. A c o f f i n factory stood at the comer of Middlesex 
Avenue and Adams Street from ca. 1850, associated with the Adams-Buck House, 
127 Middlesex Avenue, where l a t e r there was also a slaughterhouse. I n 1888 a 
Queen Atine-style Roman Catholic church was constructed south of 183 Middlesex 
Avenue, on the present s i t e of the modern Wilmington Public Library (not i n 
the d i s t r i c t ) . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 

A high potential exists f o r location prehistoric archaeological resources i n 
the d i s t r i c t . Five sites are recorded i n the general area (wit h i n one mile) 
including one s i t e , the Wlldwood Cemetery Site (19-MD-642), located w i t h i n the 
d i s t r i c t . The physical characteristics of the property, well drained, l e v e l 
terraces surrounded by M i l l Brook and i t s wetlands, part of the Ipswich River 
drainage, indicate favorable locational c r i t e r i a f o r nature settlement and 

; • • (continued) 
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subsistence a c t i v i t i e s . Given the above information, the large size of the - J 
d i s t r i c t (110 acres) and i t ' s open spaces, additional prehistoric resources . 
are l i k e l y to be found. 

There i s also a high p o t e n t i a l f o r s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c archaeological remains ; 
wi t h i n the d i s t r i c t . Centre Village was t h i n l y settled throughout the 18th 
century with scattered homes along the Andover and Wobum Road now Middlesex 

- Ave. At least two houses remain from t h i s period, the Nichols House 187 " 
Middlesex Ave, and the Bond-Skllton-McMahon House 172 Middlesex Ave. Homes 
with questionable 18th century components Include the Congregation Parsonage 
at 191 Middlesex Avenue and the Blanchard House at 200 Middlesex Avenue. Two 
additional homes, no longer extant are also reported, one near the s i t e of the 
present l i b r a r y , the other near the s i t e of the existing Congregational 
Church. Structural remains, may exist from these buildings, and other * " ' 
presently, unknown residences i n the Middlesex Avenue locale s t r u c t u r a l 
remains may also survive from the town's f i r s t meetinghouse (1732) located at ' 
the northem end of the d i s t r i c t s l i g h t l y north of the present church. The 
town's f i r s t b u r i a l ground (1731) also exists i n that area. Occupational 
related features (trash p i t s , privies and wells) and outbuilding remains 
(sheds, barns) probably survive i n association with structures no longer 
extant as wel l as those which s t i l l survive. ... , ,, 

Similar archaeological survivals to those l i s t e d above ( s t r u c t u r a l remains ; •• ^ ! 
occupational related features) are also l i k e l y survive f o r 19th century (ca. 
1860-1865) r e s i d e n t i a l , coimnerclal and c i v i c buildings i n the d i s t r i c t . ^ 
Structural remains may survive from the town's second meetinghouse (1814) 
o r i g i n a l l y located f i r s t south of the f i r s t meetinghouse. Archaeological 
remains may also survive from a large house i n the south side of the common j 
used as a worker's boarding house early i n the 1850's. Commercial buildings 
may characterize most of the s t r u c t u r a l archaeological survivals from the 19th 
century i n Centre Vi l l a g e . By ca. 1850 three bake houses were present, a l l of 
which were gone by 1875. Archaeological remains of these structures may 
exists at locations north of the present Town H a l l , north of the ' 
Congregational Parsonage and on the south side of the common. The remains of 
stores from t h i s period may also exist near the corner of Middlesex Avenue and 
•Wlldward Street. The remains of an 1850 c o f f i n factory l a t e r used as a 
slaughter house may survive at the corner of Middlesex Avenue and Adams 
Street. Undefined archaeological features may also survive i n association 
with the ca. 1814 Town Pound located o f f Glen Road. An e a r l i e r pound also was 
present although i t s location i n unknown. . 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) . 

EE A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Q C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, « 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 7 

•'Iff-rf^fe • 

•iff 

Significant Dates 

MA 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. ' • ! * > 

1x1 D a cemetery. , - > 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. ' * 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above) 

N / A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Horner, Halsey B. 

Wilson, Edward F. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # v ' 

Primary location of additional data: 

13 State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government - 4*- -
• University 
• Other ^, . 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

, ? j f Jj j t t i * t 



Wilmington Centre Village Historic District 

Name of Property 

Middlesex County 
Massachusetts 

County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approximately 110 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 [ 1 ^ | 3 | 2 ,2 |0 ,0 ,0 | |4, 7 |1, 3| 8, 0, 0| «^ * 
Zone Easting Northing •i.f*' 

? I l | 9 | | 3 | 2 | 2 | 1 | 8 | 0 | I 4| 7| 1, 3| 7, 6, 0| '̂ "̂  

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

•:.:-:y:^'^' 3 L l j l J l 3 | 2 | 2 | 3 | 4 i 0 | | 4 | 7 | l | 4 | 0 | 6 | 0 | 
*' Zone Easting Northing 

4 l l i9 l I 3 l 2 i 2 | 5 i l i 0 | | 4 | 7| 1, 4| 0, 6, 0| 
[E See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Kim Withers Brengle, f o r the Wilmington H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

name/title wi th Betsy Friedberg, National Register Di rec tor , MHC 

date F e b r u a r y 1 9 9 2 organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s : H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

Street & number 80 Boy ls ton S t ree t telephone (617) 727-8470  

city or town Boston state MA zip code Q^^^^ 

Additional Documentation 

•yy-\ t-.tv-

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets * 

Maps '' ' ^ - '• r.- ,. ' 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. ' ' • y 

A SIcetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name " 

Street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Servkies Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wilmington Centre Village Historic D i s t r i c t i s an area of r e s i d e n t i a l and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings primarily of the nineteenth century, but spanning the 
eighteenth through mid-twentieth centuries. The d i s t r i c t r e f l e c t s community 
planning and development i n the establishment of the town's i n s t i t u t i o n a l and 
c i v i c core, as w e l l as the development of r e s i d e n t i a l buildings. The Centre 

> Village contains Wilmington's f i n e s t grouping of nineteenth century buildings, 
as w e l l as several of the town's most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n d i v i d u a l 
buildings. The period of significance, 1731 to 1941, i s based on the 1731 
establishment of the Old Burial Ground and the d i s t r i c t ' s continuous use and 
development, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s t i t u t i o n a l , from that time to the present. The 
d i s t r i c t retains I n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association, and meets National Register c r i t e r i a A 
and C on the l o c a l l e v e l . The high quality of workmanship found i n the 

• carving of gravestones i n both the Old Burial Ground and Wildwood Cemetery 
cause both to be e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i a Consideration D. 

The town of Wilmington was incorporated i n 1730, having o r i g i n a l l y been part 
of Wobum and Reading land grants of the mid-seventeenth century. An 
additional 600 acres was added to the town i n 1737, taken from the town of 
B i l l e r i c a . Located on the Boston-Merrimac corridor, Wilmington was primarily 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l community throughout the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early 
twentieth centuries. The population grew very slowly from the mid-eighteenth 
century to the early twentieth century (673 i n 1765 to 1,596 by 1900). 

During the eighteenth century, the area now known as the Centre Village seems 
1 to have been t h i n l y s e t t l e d ; Wildwood Street, Glen Road, and Church Street, as 
well as. the Wilmington Common, did not ex i s t . While paths may have run east 
and west from Middlesex Avenue connecting the v i l l a g e with outlying farms, the 
Centre Village developed largely as a settlement scattered along what i s now 
Middlesex Avenue. 

The d i s t r i c t ' s significance f o r i t s place i n community planning and 
• development began shortly a f t e r the town's incorporation. The location of the 

town's f i r s t b u r i a l ground i n 1731 and meetinghouse i n 1732 at the d i s t r i c t ' s 
north end, established the area as the center of Wilmington's r e l i g i o u s and , 
c i v i c l i f e . Upon the formation of the Town of Wilmington i n 1730, the F i r s t 
Congregational Society was formed as the Town's only r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n , a 
position i t held u n t i l 1832 when a Methodist Church was established. Between 
1730 and 1834 l i t t l e , i f any, separation was made between the town's 
government and the church. As i n many New England towns, the two i n s t i t u t i o n s " 
existed nearly as one, sharing the same building and paying for the support of 
a minister out of tax money and by donations. The o r i g i n a l meetinghouse, 
constructed i n 1732 or 1733, was an oak plank structure, 46 feet by 30 feet by 
20 f e e t , and stood s l i g h t l y north of the present church. 

(continued) 
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Surprisingly few families seem to have b u i l t homes i n the area during the 
eighteenth century. Of the buildings that remain, only the Nichols House, 187 
Middlesex Avenue, and the Bond-Skilton-McMahon House, 168 Middlesex Avenue, 
have sections of clear eighteenth-century o r i g i n ; A section of the 

' Congregational Church Parsonage, 191 Middlesex Avenue, may date from the l a t e 
eighteenth century, and the William Blanchard House, 200 Middlesex Avenue, i s 
reported to contain a section constructed i n the early to mid-eighteenth 
century. At least two other houses existed here during t h i s period: one near 
the s i t e of the present l i b r a r y , and the other near the s i t e of the current 
Congregational Church. 

During the early and mid-nineteenth century, several s i g n i f i c a n t changes 
occurred i n the Centre Village d i s t r i c t as i t s c i v i c role expanded. By 1809 
i t was determined that a new meetinghouse was needed, and by 1814 the building 
had been completed on land j u s t south of the e a r l i e r location, purchased from 
William Blanchard Jr. I n connection with construction of the new 
meetinghouse, a wal l was removed from Blanchard's property to use as 
underpinning. A vote was taken i n 1813 to take stones from the "Old Pound" to 
replace Blanchard's w a l l , and to build a new pound on land given to the tovra 
by Blanchard. Located on Glen Road, behind the Blanchard House, the pound 
s t i l l stands. 

U n t i l recently, a small, timber-frame cottage stood adjacent to the pound. 
Dating from before 1840, i t may have been used by the pound keeper or by the 
keeper of the town scales, which stood nearby at the junction of Middlesex 
Avenue and Glen Road. I n the surmner of 1991, the cottage was moved to a new 
s i t e w i t h i n the Wildwood Cemetery; the relocation was considered the only 
a l t e r a t i v e to demolition, and the cottage continues to be a contributing 
element i n the d i s t r i c t . -

Although l i t t l e documentation can be found, a powder house existed south of ' 
Glen Road near the d i s t r i c t . I t i s described as an "old red power house" 
constructed i n 1814; i t was gone by the mid-nineteenth century, and no v i s i b l e 
remains survive. . 

In 1842, a recently formed Free-Will Baptist Society constructed a church 
across Middlesex Avenue from the Congregational meetinghouse. By 1864 
declining membership caused the society to s e l l i t s property to the Town. I t 
was used as Wilmington's Town Hall u n t i l a f t e r 1978, and remains i n use by the 

- town, housing the Wilmington Arts Council. . 

I n addition to the Old Burial Ground established i n 1731, the d i s t r i c t ; ; 
includes Wildwood Cemetery. As early as the 1857 Walling map, a cemetery 
appears here, although i t may not have been formally established with i t s 
present name u n t i l l a t e r i n the century. According to an 1880 account by Rev. 
Daniel Noyes, l a t e nineteenth century Congregational minister and l o c a l 

" (continued) 
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h i s t o r i a n , a number of gravestones were moved at an unspecified time from the 
Old Bural Ground to the "new" cemetery. These stones Include at least seven 
Revolutionary War veterans. 

The d i s t r i c t began i t s long history as a focus of the town's schools i n the 
early nineteenth century. Four d i s t r i c t schools had been established i n the 
northeast, northwest, southeast and southwest, sections of Wilmington p r i o r to 
1804 when Centre Village residents began expressing the need for a more 
conveniently located schoolhouse. Resolutions to establish a center school 
d i s t r i c t were turned down repeatedly over the next several decades, u n t i l 
being f i n a l l y approved i n 1839. I t i s l i k e l y that the present building was 
constructed at that time. I n 1889-1890, the F i r s t High School (also called 
New Centre School a f t e r 1914) was b u i l t s l i g h t l y to the south. At that time, 
the town l i b r a r y , which had occupied a room i n the rear of the Town Hall since 
1871, took over the Old Centre School, occupying i t u n t i l the completion of 
the present l i b r a r y building i n 1969. The Old Centre School i s currently used 
to house the offices of the 4th of July Committee, and other community 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

Between 1800 and 1865 the Centre Village experienced a growth i n i t s 
population, although the town as a whole grew from 797 inhabitants to a mere 
850 inhabitants during t h i s time. I t seems l i k e l y that a large part of t h i s 
growth was due to the establishment of bakehouses here by the Bond family. By 
the mid-century, bakehouses were located north of the present town h a l l , 
immediately north of the Congregational Parsonage, and on the east side of the 
Common. I n addition to several of the area's most substantial homes (the 
Bond-Skilton-McMahon House, the Congregational Parsonage, and the Thomas D. 
Bond House, numbers 168, 191, and 126 Middlesex Avenue, respectively), the 
Bonds may have b u i l t some cottages for t h e i r more important employees or f o r 
family members (136 and 205 Middlesex Avenue). I n addition, a large, rambling 
house on the east side of the present Common was being used as a worker's 
boardinghouse i n the early 1850s, when i t was marked as such on a proposed 
subdivision plan of the area (prepared f o r Sanford Adams, on f i l e at the 
Middlesex County North Registry of Deeds). 

-On February 15, 1864, the Bond Cracker Factory near the Former Town Hall 
caught f i r e , destroying the bakehouse and the second Congregational meeting 
house. The present church, the most outstanding building i n the Centre 
Vill a g e , was begun and completed i n 1865. The Bond family did not rebuild the 
bakehouse, but instead moved much of t h e i r business to Boston. I t seems 
l i k e l y that the decision was p a r t i a l l y due to the location of r a i l r o a d spurs 
north and south of the v i l l a g e , but not i n the v i l l a g e . Although the bakery 
prospered i n Boston and members of the Bond family remained l o c a l l y prominent, 
one of the Town's major sources of non-farm employment was removed by t h i s 
relocation. By 1875, no sign of the Bond bakehouses remained on the 
Wilmington a t l a s . 

' ' "•<• • (continued) 
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During the l a t t e r part of the nineteenth century, few buildings were 
constructed i n the area. Between 1875 and 1882, the Town Common was 
established on land previously owned by Otis Buck as part of his property at 
127 Middlesex Avenue. During the l a s t quarter of the century, several modest 
Victorian-style houses were constructed i n the d i s t r i c t (174, 183, and 197 
Middlesex Avenue, 10 Wildwood Street, and 6 School Street), as well as the 
more substantial Queen Anne-style Hudson-Roman House, Church Street. More 
concentrated Victorian development occurred on Church Street, south of the 
Centre Village i n an area recommended as a separate National Register d i s t r i c t . 

The twentieth century saw the area's pattern of educational use extended by 
the construction in 1914 of a new High School (later the Swain School) south 
of the First High School and the Old Centre School. This cluster of schools 
was enlarged in 1935 when the Buzzell School was built on the hill behind the 
three earlier schools. Finally, although dating after the district's period 
of significance, the current Wilmington High School was erected on Church 
Street on the east side of the Common in 1950. The district includes only one 
twentieth-century house within the period of significance, the Colonial 
Revival-style Joseph McMahon House, 176 Middlesex Avenue. A small number of 
later twentieth century houses have been constructed on vacant land in the 
district. . ^ » - ':. ^ 

The Centre Village Historic D i s t r i c t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as 
Wilmington's only area possessing a concentration of well-preserved buildings 
spanning the arc h i t e c t u r a l styles of the nineteenth century. While most 
buildings are modest i n scale and design, they r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y , and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y at the north end of the d i s t r i c t , present a unif i e d streetscape. 
Among the most noteworthy r e s i d e n t i a l buildings are the William Blanchard 
House, 200 Middlesex Avenue (Federal), the Bond-Skilton-McMahon House, 168 
Middlesex Avenue (Federal with Greek Revival a l t e r a t i o n s ) , and the 
Hudson-Roman House, Church Street (Queen Anne). Numerous simpler cottages 
survive, ranging from the Greek Revival to the Victorian vernacular styles, 
a l l contributing to the d i s t r i c t ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance by t h e i r 
consistent scale, materials, and design. 

Although the two e a r l i e s t surviving i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings, the Former Town 
Hall'and the Old Centre School, have been compromised by a l t e r a t i o n , both are 
si g n i f i c a n t as Wilmington's e a r l i e s t and only surviving examples of Greek 
Revival-style public buildings. 

The F i r s t Congregational Church i s an outstanding example of 
Italianate/Classical st y l e church design, and the only nonresidential building 
of i t s quali t y i n the town. The two twentieth century school buildings, the 
Former High School and the Buzzell School, are characteristic examples of the 
Colonial Revival style i n school design. They were designed by Boston 
architect Edward I . Wilson and Wellesley architect Halsey B. Horner, 
respectively. 

(continued) 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

I Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i n Wilmington are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites would be s i g n i f i c a n t . Sites i n t h i s area of f e r the 
pote n t i a l f o r a study of prehistoric settlement and subsistence i n the 

, i n t e r i o r Ipswich River drainage, an area f o r which we have l i t t l e information 
when compared to more coastal locales. Wilmington i s located i n close 

' proximity to the Merrimack Church and North shore drainage. Sites i n t h i s 
area may provide valuable informations on the extent to which t h e i r 
inhabitants i n t e r r e l a t e d with more coastal populations i n the Ipswich drainage 

' or with inhabitants i n the other drainages l i s t e d above. Many prehistoric 
settlement models discuss settlement and subsistence along drainages. Sites 
i n the t h i s are can help test t h i s model or, investigate the extent to which , . 
settlement and subsistence patterns cross-out drainage boundaries. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the p o t e n t i a l f o r 
providing detailed information on the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and economic patterns 
that characterized Centre Village's growth as the i n s t i t u t i o n a l and c i v i c core 
for the town of Wilmington Hi s t o r i c resources can also document the importance 
and e f f e c t the village's commercial and manufacturing enterprises hand i n the 
town's predocumently a g r i c u l t u r a l economy throughout most of the 18th through 
20th centuries. Detailed analysis of occupational related features associated 
with both extant and demolished structures can provide information on the 
d i f f e r e n t socio-economic classes of i n d i v i d u a l l y responsible f o r the vi l l a g e ' s 
growth. Information on the working class groups might be gained through the 
study of archaeological survivals at the s i t e of the worker's boarding house 
on the south side of the common. Similar survivals associated with many of 
the residences i n the d i s t r i c t can also provide information or owners and 
higher l e v e l employees of the d i s t r i c t major businesses. Archaeological 
survivals associated with the remains of stores i n the d i s t r i c t can also 
contribute to our understanding of the d i s t r i c t s inhabitants. Potential -
survivals associated with the d i s t r i c t s mid 19th century c o f f i n factory may ' . 
contribute s i g n i f i c a n t information pertaining to c o f f i n technology and 
hardware of the period. _ Technological information r e l a t i n g to the baking 
industry might also be gained from the bake house s i t e o r i g i n a l l y located i n 
the d i s t r i c t . Structural remains and occupational related features can also 
help document periods of construction and modification which occurred at 
specific structures i n which Congregational Church Parsonage and Blanchard .. . 
House which both contain questionable 18th century components. 

' ' , ... \:J...Ĵ  • • - - ^̂̂^̂  . 
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MAP// MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STATUS STYLE RESOURCE T"! 

A Wilmington High School Church St. 1950 NC B 
1 71 Hudson-Roman House Church Street ca. 1897-1898 C Queen Anne B 
D 9 Glen Rd. 1990 NC Mod. Colonial B 
NA 982 Town Pound 9 Glen Rd. 1814 C NA ST 
NA WWI Monument Jet Glen Rd. & Middlesex Ave. ca. 1918 c NA 0 
NA Wilmington Town Common Jet Middlesex Ave. & Church St. between 1875 and 1882 c NA SI 

Gazebo ca. 1970s NC ST 
Flagpole ca. 1970s NC 0 

20 69 Adams-Buck House 127 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1850 C Greek Revival B 
Garage ca. 1950s NC B 

H 131 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1950s NC Cape ft 
B 135 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1950s NC Ranch B 
19 70 Bond-Eames Cottage 136 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1854-1856 G Greek Revival B 
17 Former Wilmington High School Middlesex Ave. 1914 - t Colonial Rev. B 
16 Buzzell School Middlesex Ave. 1935 . Colonial Rev. B 
15 73 Old Centre School House Middlesex Ave. pre-1839 C Greek Revival B 
G 156 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1950s NC Ranch B 
F 162 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1980s NC Mod. Col. Rev. B 
14 74 Bond-Skilton-McMahon House 168 Middlesex Ave. 18th c , ca. 1815, ca. 185 C Greek Revival B 
13 168R Middlesex Ave. ca. 1890s C Victorian Vern B 

Garage ca. 1920s e B 
12 Joseph McMahon House 176 Middlesex Ave. 1930 ^ . m. Colonial Rev. B 

Garage ca. 1930s c B 
E 180 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1950s NC Ranch B 
2 76 183 Middlesex Ave. between 1875 and 1889 C Victorian Vern B 
3 77 Nichols House 187 Middlesex Ave. ca. mid 18th century C Georgian B 
11 78 190 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1795 C Federal i 

Barn mid 19th century c B 
4 83 Congregational Church Parsonage 191 Middlesex Ave. ca. la t e 18th century c Greek Revival B 
5 197 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1890s c Victorian Vern B 
6 84 Warren Fames Cottage 205 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1850-1854 Greek Revival B 
7 85 Former Town Hall 219 Middlesex Ave. 1842 Greek Revival B 
NA Wildwood Cemetery Middlesex Ave. before 1857 c NA SI 
10 81 Pound Keeper's Cottage Middlesex Ave. pre-1840 Vernacular B 
NA 803 Old Burial Ground Middlesex Ave. 1731 c NA SI 
22 Buggy House Middlesex Ave. ca. 1880s G Victorian Vern B 
8 86 F i r s t Congregational Church 220 Middlesex Ave. 1865 G Ital./Class. B 
9 80 William Blanchard Jr. House 200 Middlesex Ave. ca. 1800 

• - • 
Federal B 

18 6 School St. ca. 1890s Victorian Vern B 
21 10 Wildwood St. ca. 1890s c Victorian Vern B 
C 12 Wlldwood St. ca. 1960s NC Ranch B 

(end) 
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February 18, 1992 

Carol Shull 
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Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 T 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

FEB 2.̂  1992 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination form: 

Wilmington Centre Village H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Wilmington (Middlesex County), 
Massachusetts 01887. 

There have been no owner objections f o r the above nomination. 

The nomination was voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and i s signed by 
myself, as the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were n o t i f i e d of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to 
date. 

Sincerely, 

W d i t h B. McDonough 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosure 

cc: Carolyn Harris, Chairperson, Wilmington H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Kim Withers Brengle, Northfields Preservation Associates 
Robert Doucette, Chairman, Wilmington Board of Selectmen 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


