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1. Name of Property

historic name Wilmington Centre Village Historic District

Other names/site nunnber. N/A

2. Location

street & number Roughly bounded by Middlesex Ave., and Church St. JIA nat for publication
city or town ~ Wilmington NiZXvidnty

state M assachusetts code MA county Middlespy ocode 017  zp code 01887

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this H nomination

» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
IX1 meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

n nationally D statewide 1l locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

— ey
Sgifaue @ etifjing ofiaintie J udiifh B. McDonou§rPa* ecutive Director

fasjpachusetts Historical Commission. State Historic Prpsprvafion Offiror
Federd agay ad buresu

In my opinion, the property D meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that the property is: AfAY Signature of the Keeper Date ot Action
Hentered in the National Register.
* See continuation sheet.

n determined eligible for the 7
National Register
» See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National
Register.

» other, (explain:)



W I m ngton Centre Village Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
IS private ~  building(s)
I public-local E district
e public-State « site
e public-Federal e structure
* oObject \

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) ,

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTI C single dwelling
EDUCATI N school

GOERNMENT: town hall
RELIGON religious structure

RNERARY: cenmetery

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Federal, Greek Revival,
Queen Anne, Victorian Vernacul ar

Narrative Description

M ddl esex County

Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources inthe count.)

Qntributi ng Noncont ri buti ng
25 9 buildings
3 0 sites
1 1 structures
1 1 objects
30 11 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTI C single dwelling
EDUCATI O\ school

RETI TGION religious structure.
RINERARY: cenetery

IMaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick

walls Weatherboard
Brick

roof. Ashpalt

Other. Stone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCR PTI ON ' '

The W I mngton Centre Village Historic District enconpasses approximtely a
110-acre area near the center of the Town of Wil mngton. The district
contains residential andinstitutional buildings primarily of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, with a concentration of schools flankingt he
late nineteenth century Town Gommon. M ddl esex Avenue fornms the core of the
district, with Church Street formng the eastern boundary of the Common, and
several properties onside streets formng the remaninder of the district.

The district is bounded by later twentieth century residential devel opment t o
the north, east, andwest, and by the Church Street Victorian District
(reconmmended as potentiallyeligible for the National Register), tothe south
on Church Street. To the southwest on M ddl esex Avenue, the districti s
bounded by a m xture of residential devel opnent from the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries lacking architectural Integrity. Most notable is the
abutting Thomas D Bond House (126 M ddl esex Avenue), which until the recent
addition of vinyl siding andthe removal of architectural detailing, was
WImngton's finest exanple of Italianate-styleresidential construction.

The Centre Village district contains some of Wlmngton's finest nineteenth
century buildings, both residential andinstitutional, in addition t othe

town's first burial ground, anearly nineteenth century animal pound, anda
concentration of school buildings spanning the nineteenth to md-twentieth
centuries. o4 o, e me N N A

The district contains twenty-five buildings, three sites, onestructure, and
one object, which contribute t othe district's architectural and historic
character andlIntegrity. There are twenty-one principal contributing
buildings; of the remaining four contributing buildings, twoare garagesand
two are barns. Mst buildings in the district remain largely unaltered;
changes in fenestration have been nmade t oseveral houses, andtwohouses have
ashestos shingles. Other alterations are mnor andnore difficultto
identify. CF the nine noncontributing buildings, eight are principal
buildings, andoneis a garage. Al |l of which were built after the period of
signj.ficance (1731-1941).

RESI DENTI AL BU LD NGS

The single exanple of Georgian-style architecture surviving in the Centre
Village district is the Nichols House, 187 M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #77).

Despite alterations including neww ndows and a one-story side ell, the house
retains itsbasic form |t is atwo-story, five-bay house with a large center
chimey and a projecting, pedimented central entry.

(continued)
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The Federal period i snore represented, good exanples t obe found i n the

W lliam Blanchard Jr. House, 200 M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #80), andat 190

M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #78). The Blanchard House, though reported t odate

originally fromas early as 1724, gives the appearance of a house of typical

Federal massing anddetail. The two-stoiry, five-bay house i s one room deep,

and features twin rear-wall chimeys, acentral false gable with blindfan,

and a central entry with pilasters, a transom anda sinmple entablature. 190

M ddl esex Avenue i salso a two-story, five-bay house with twin rear-wall .
chi meys; however the house i stwobays deep. The central entry i sframed by

sidelights anda surround with pilasters and an entablature. i,

Two other houses reflectingseveral phases of construction, with a strong
Federal influence, are the Bond-Skilton-MMhonHouse, 168 M ddl esex Avenue
(MHC #74), and t he Congregational Church Parsonage, 191 M ddl esex Avenue XMHC
#83). 168 M ddl esex Avenue consists of an eighteenth-century rear section,
with a two-stoiry, hip-roofed. Federal-style front section. This house i s five
bays wi de andfeatures twin rear-wall chimeys. The handsore Doric porch
extending thelength of the facade i sprobably anaddition of ca. 1850. The
Par sonage probably also has Federal -period origins. Itisa two-story,
five-bay house with twin rear-wall chi meys anda center entry. Major
renovation occurred ca. 1845, resulting i ndoor andw ndow frames with corner
block, a columed entry porch, and Greek Revival-style interior alterations.

The nost active period of construction i nthedistrict was the md-nineteenth !
century, when eight of the twenty-one surviving principal buildings were

constructed or altered totheir present forms. | naddition tothealterations

made t ot he twosubstantial houses described above, there are several nodest

vernacul ar exanples of the G eek Revival-style. Thenost substantial of these

is theAdans-Buck House, 127 M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #69), a two-story,

gable-front house with a characteristic sidehall entry and pedi mented gable

end. More nodest variations exist at 136 and 205 M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #s 70

and 84, respectively), both 1 1/2-story versions of thegable-front, sidehall

cottage. v A

Following theflurry of construction that occurred i nthe 1850s, the Centre
Village District sawvirtually no physical change until "the |ast twodecades
of the century, when several houses were constructed. The Hudson- Ronan House, M
Church Street, i sthenost significant of these. Qie of WImngton's few ii
exanpl es of the Queen Anne style, the Hudson-Ronman House i sa large 2
.- 1/2-story, hip-roofed house clad i nclapboards and shingles. The house
features such characteristic Queen Anne-style details as a circular turret
with finial, bayw ndows, projecting gables, andporches at thefirst and
second stories. Vernacular exanples of Victorian design aresimlar i nform
to thesidehall cottages of them d-nineteenth century. 183 M ddl esex Avenue
(MHC #76), 197 M ddl esex Avenue, and 6 School Street areal | characteristicof
this type, varying i ndetail with theuseof afront porch (197 M ddl esex
Avenue), anda projecting bay andstickwork at the gable end (6 School Street).

(continued)
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The district's only residential exanple of theColonial Revival style i s the
Joseph McMahon House, 176 M ddl esex Avenue, a two-story, gable-roofed house
with central entry sheltered by a gabled entry porch. Constructed ca. 1930,
It has been expanded with a large side ell.

I NSTI TUTI ONAL BU LDI NGS

\/

Two Institutional buildings dating fromthedistrict's period of active growth
during themd-nineteenthcentury aretheForner Town Hall (1842), 219
M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #85), andthe O d Centre School House (pre-1839),

. M ddl esex Avenue (MHC #73). Both areone-story buildings with gable fronts '

and pilaster cornerboards, and both have suffered alteration to their
entries. The Fornmer Town Hall was originally built tohouse theFree-WI[I""

Baptist Society. I nits original form thebuilding's facade hada tower '
centered onthegable, twoentries (oneon each side of thefacade's center
window), anda triangular light i nthe pediment, all Important elements of the

building's Geek Revival design. Thecentral entry t othed dCentre School
House was set i na plain surround with a four-1ight transom

The Fi rst Congregati onal Church (1865), 220M ddl esex Avenue (MHC#86), is a ot
wel | -preserved, handsomely detailed exanple of theltallanate/Classical style, foe!
and by f ar t hempst architecturally significant church building i n > - t,N
W I mngton. Mst of thedecorative details areclassical i nderivation, '

consisting of rusticated quoins, anarched entry seti na pilasteredand

pedi mented pavilion, anda steeple with classically derived decoration. The ~

tall windows onthemin body of t hechurch have arched heads andl| abel Yo i
mol di ngs characteristic of Italianate architecture of t he1850s and 1860s.

Later institutional buildings surviving i ntheCentre Village district arethe
Former W I m ngton High School (later Swain School, 1914) andt he Buzzell
, School (1935), both near thed d Centre School on M ddl esex Avenue. The

Former High School i sa two-story, flat-roofed brick building. A three bay, *
projecting pavilion contains thecentral entry, which i sseti n a Tudor arch
with a transom The Buzzell School i sa wooden building with sinple Colonial A

Revival design. The one-story building consists of a hip-roofed main sectiion
"and short gabled endwings projecting forward. Thebuilding features a "
central entry and cupol a.

Two ot her school buildings have contributed t othedistrict's heavy

concentration of institutional buildings. Until sonetime after 1978, t he -
First High School (called theNew Centre School after 1914) stood betweent he

Od Centre School andthe 1914 High School. | twas a substantial Queen <
Anne-style school constructed i n1887-1888, with a high hipped roof, central

gabl ed pavilion, andsuch typical period details as bargeboards, porches with

tumed supports, and shed domers. Directly across theW | m ngton Gonmon from

these earlier schools stands t hepresent WIm ngton High School (1950).

- (continued)
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The district contains several significant sites. Mst notable i sthedd
Burial Gound (M #803), established i n1731. Enclosed by a | owstone wall,
in fair condition, containing numerous broken stones. Mst are arched slate
stones. Cormmon motifs include death's heads and urns. Across M ddl esex
Avenue i sthelater WIdwod Cenetery, which contains nany stones noved from

the O d Burial Gound i nthenineteenth century. Still an active cenetery,
the earliest section, adjacent to the Forner Town Hall, contains nmany earlyto
m d-nineteenth century stones of slate, |imestone, and granite. Mny are

handsonmel y executed with urns and willows as recurring designs. Adjacent to
the O d Burial Gand i sthe Buggy House, a single story wooden building
believed todate from thelate 19thcentury. The Buggy House shelteredthe
town hearse, and i snow used by thetown forstorage. | n1991, the Pound
Keepers Cottage (MHC #81), a nodest early 19thcentury dwelling that formerly
stood beside the Town Pound on G en Road, was noved t o a previously

undi sturbed location i nthecorner of WIdwod Cenetery.

The Town Gonmon was established between 1875 and 1882 on a triangul ar piece of
land at the junction of Mddl esex Avenue and Church Street. Previously
associated with the Adans-Buck House, 127 M ddl esex Avenue, theland i s flat
and |andscaped by thenodern additions of a gazebo, a flagpole, and several
wal kways and trees. An earlier gazebo and a flagpolewere erected i n1882,
neither areextant.

Changes tothedistrict's appearance since thenineteenth century have been
comparatively mnor. By themd-19th century, three bakehouses owned by t he
Bond family are known t o have existed i nthedistrict. They stood north of
the Former Town Hall, north of the Congregational Parsonage, and east of the
junction of Mddl esex Avenue and Church Street, near thenorthem ti pofthe
Common, and were gone by 1875. Stores existed during the md-nineteenth
century at thecorner of Mddl esex Avenue and G en Road, and as part of the
property associated with the Nichols House, 187 M ddl esex Avenue, at the
comer of WIldwood Street. A coffin factory stood at the comer of M ddl esex
Avenue and Adans Street from ca. 1850, associated with the Adans-Buck House,
127 M ddl esex Avenue, where later there was also a slaughterhouse. 1 n 1888 a
Queen Atine-style Ronman Catholic church was constructed south of 183 M ddl esex
Avenue, on the present site of thenodern WIlmngton Public Library (not in
the district).

ARCHAEQ .3 CAL DESCR PTI ON

A high potential exists forlocation prehistoric archaeological resources i n
the district. Five sites arerecorded i nthegeneral area (within one mile)
including one site, theWIdwod Cenetery Site (19-MD642), located within the
district. The physical characteristics of the property, well drained, |evel
terraces surrounded by Mill Brook and it swetlands, part of thelpswich River
drainage, indicate favorable locational criteria for nature settlement and

; LI (continued)
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subsistence activities. G ven the above information, the large size of the - J
district (110 acres) andit's open spaces, additional prehistoric resources
are likely t obe found.

There is also a high potential for significant historic archaeological renmains ;
within the district. Centre Villagewas thinly settled throughout the 18th
century with scattered homes along the Andover and Wbbum Road now M ddl esex
- Ave. At |east twohouses remain from this period, the Nichols House 187 "
M ddl esex Ave, and the Bond- Skllton-McMahon House 172 M ddl esex Ave. Hommes
with questionable 18th century conponents Include the Congregation Parsonage
at 191 M ddl esex Avenue and the Blanchard House at 200 M ddl esex Avenue. Two
additional homes, no longer extant are also reported, onenear the site of the
present library, the other near the site of the existing Congregational
Church. Structural remains, nmay exist from these buildings, and other * oo '
presently, unknown residences in the Mddl esex Avenue |ocale structural
remains may also survive from the town's first meetinghouse (1732) located at '
the northem end of the district slightly north of the present church. The
town's first burial ground (1731) also exists in that area. Occupati onal
related features (trash pits, privies andwells) and outbuilding remins
(sheds, barns) probably survive in association with structures no |onger
extant as well as those which still survive. e

Simlar archaeological survivals t othose listed above (structural renains ; o N
occupational related features) are also likely survive for 19th century (ca.

1860- 1865) residential, coimerclal andcivic buildings inthe district. n
Structural remains nmay survive from the town's second neetinghouse (1814)

originally located first south of the first meetinghouse. Archaeol ogical

remains nmay also survive from a large house in the south side of the common i
used as a worker's boarding house early in the 1850's. Conmercial buildings

nay characterize nmost of the structural archaeological survivals from the 19th

century in Centre Village. By ca. 1850three bake houses were present, al | of

whi ch were gone by 1875.  Archaeol ogical remains of these structures nay

exists at locations north of the present Town Hall, north of the '
Congregational Parsonage and on the south side of the coomon. The remains of

stores from this period may also exist near the corner of Mddl esex Avenue and

*Wldward Street. Theremains of an 1850coffin factory |ater used as a

slaughter house may survive at the corner of M ddl esex Avenue and Adans

Street. Undefined archaeological features may also survive in association

with the ca. 1814 Town Pound located of f G en Road. An earlier pound also was

present although itslocationin unknown.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property . . .
for National Register listing.) ) (Enter categories from indructions)
. ARCHITECTURE
EE A Property is associated with events that have made GOMMN TY PLANN NG & CEVE - OPMENT
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Q C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and ] o
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, «
information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations o'|ff-rf fe o Significant Dates
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) MA
«iff
Property is: 7
* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes. Significant Person
. . . Complete if Criterion B | ked ab
* B removed from its original location. (Complete If Criterian B ls marked above)
N/A
. i Telx —_
C a birthplace or grave. I* > Cultural Affiliation
N/A

X1 D a cemetery. , - >
« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

* F acommemorative property. tox
Architect/Builder
» G less than 50years of age or achieved significance Horner, Hal sey B
within the past 50 years.
W lson, Edward F.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form onone or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
» preliminary determination of individual listing (36 13 State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested « Other State agency
« previously listed in the National Register » Federal agency
» previously determined eligible by the National » Local government - 4% -
Register * University
» designated a National Historic Landmark e Other N
» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# M assachusetts Historical Commission

* recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # v , 2 it jj
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2PPToximately 110 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1[1~”|3]2,2]0,0,0] [4,7]1,318 00 «™ * e.y~n 3L 13|2]2]3|4i0] |4]7]114]0]6]|0]
Zone Easting Northing oi.f* * Zone Easting Northing
? 1119 [3]2]2]1]8[0] 14]7[1,3 7 6 O nn 4 11i91 1312i2|5ili0] |4]|7]1,4|0,86, O]
[E See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

SI_Eprain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
1. Form Prepared By

Kim Withers Brengle, for the Wilmington Historical Commission
nameftitte with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts: Historical Commission date February 1992
Street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city ortown Boston state MA zip code QAN

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets *
yy-\  t-tv-
Maps " N r.- .
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. ' ey

A Slcetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item atthe request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
Street & number. telephone.

city or town state. zZip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Servkies Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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STATEMENT GF SI GNI FI CANCE

The W I mngton Centre Village Historic District is an area of residential and
institutional buildings primarily of the nineteenth century, but spanning the
eighteenth through md-twentieth centuries. The district reflects comunity
planning and devel opment i n the establishment of the town's institutional and
civic core, as well as the devel opment of residential buildings. The Centre
>Village contains Wlmngton's finest grouping of nineteenth century buildings,
as well as several of the town's nost architecturally significant individual
buildings. The period of significance, 1731 to 1941, is based on the 1731
establishment of the Od Burial Gound and the district's continuous use and
devel opment, particularly institutional, fromthat time to the present. The
district retains Integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association, and neets National Register criteria A
and C on the local level. The high quality of workmanship found in the

« carving of gravestones in both the Od Burial Gound and W dwod Cenetery
cause both to be eligible under Criteria Consideration D

The town of WImngton was incorporatedin 1730, having originally been part
of Wobum and Reading | and grants of the m d-seventeenth century. An
additional 600 acres was added to the town i n 1737, taken from the town of
Billerica. Located on the Boston-Merrimac corridor, WImngton was primarily
an agricultural community throughout the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early
twentieth centuries. The populationgrewvery slowy from the md-eighteenth
century to the early twentieth century (673 in 1765 to 1,596 by 1900).

During the eighteenth century, the area now known as the Centre Village seens
1to have been thinly settled, WIdwood Street, G en Road, and Church Street, as
well as. the WImngton Gormon, did not exist. \While paths nay have run east
and west from M ddl esex Avenue connecting the village with outlying farms, the
Centre Village developed largely as a settlement scattered along what i s now

M ddl esex Avenue.

The district's significance for i tsplace incomunity planning and
+ devel opnent began shortly after the town's incorporation. The location of the

town's first burial ground in 1731 and meetinghouse i n 1732 at the district's
north end, establishedthe area as the center of Wlimngton's religious and :
civic life. Upon the formation of the Town of WImngton in 1730, the First

Congregational Society was formed as the Town's only religious institution, a
position i t held until 1832 when a Methodist Church was established. Between
1730 and 1834 [little, i fany, separationws nade between the town's
government and the church. As in many New England towns, the two institutions
existed nearly as one, sharing the sane building and paying for the support of
a mnister out of tax noney and by donations. The original meetinghouse,
constructed in 1732 or 1733, was an oak plank structure, 46 feet by 30 feet by
20 feet, and stood slightly north of the present church.

(continued)
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Surprisingly fewfamlies seemt o have built homes i nthearea during t he
ei ghteenth century. O thebuildings that remain, only the Nichols House, 187
M ddl esex Avenue, and t he Bond- Skilt on- McMahon House, 168 M ddl esex Avenue,
have sections of clear eighteenth-century origin, A sectionof the

" Congregational Church Parsonage, 191 M ddl esex Avenue, nay date from thelate
ei ghteenth century, andtheW | I|iamBlanchard House, 200 M ddl esex Avenue, i s
reported t ocontain a sectionconstructed i ntheearly t omd-eighteenth
century. At least twoother houses existed here during this period: one near
the site of thepresent library, andtheother near thesite of the current
Congregational Church.

During theearly andm d-nineteenth century, several significant changes
occurred i ntheCentre Village district asitscivic role expanded. By 1809
It was determned that a newneetinghouse was needed, and by 1814 t he buil ding
had been conpleted onland just south of theearlier location, purchased from
W lliam Blanchard Jr. | n connection with constructionof the new
meetinghouse, a wall was renoved from Blanchard's property t ouse as
underpinning. A vote was taken i n1813t otake stones from t he"d dPound"t o

replace Blanchard's wall, andt obuild a newpound onland given t ot hetovra
by Blanchard. Located on G en Road, behind t heBlanchard House, the pound
still stands.

Until recently, a small, timber-frame cottage stood adjacent t ot he pound.
Dating from before 1840, i t nay have been used by t hepound keeper or by the
keeper of thetown scales, which stood nearby at thejunction of M ddlesex
Avenue and den Road. | n thesurmer of 1991, thecottage was noved t 0a new
site within theWI!ldwod Cenetery; therelocation was considered theonly
alterative t odemolition, and thecottage continues t obe a contributing
element i nthedistrict. -

Al though little documentation canbe found, a powder house existed south of
G en Road near thedistrict. | ti sdescribed as an "old redpower house"

constructed i nl1814; i twas gone by the md-nineteenth century, andno visible
remains survive. :

In 1842, a recently formed Free-W I Baptist Society constructed a church

across M ddl esex Avenue from t he Congregational neetinghouse. By 1864

declining menbership caused thesociety tosell itsproperty totheTown. | t

was used as Wlmngton's Town Hall until after 1978, andremains i nuse by the
- town, housing the WIlmngton Arts Council.

In addition tothed dBurial Gound establishedi n1731, thedistrict ; ;
includes WIdwood Cenetery. As early asthel857Walling map, a cenetery
appears here, although i t may not have been formally establishedwithits
present nane until later i nthecentury. According t oan 1880account by Rev.
Dani el Noyes, late nineteenth century Congregational mnister and local

" (continued)
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historian, a nunmber of gravestones were nmoved at an unspecifiedtime fromthe
Od Bural Gound to the "new cenetery. These stones Include at |east seven
Revol utionary \Mr veterans.

The district began its long history as a focus of the town's schools i nthe
early nineteenth century. Four district schools had been establishedin the
northeast, northwest, southeast and southwest, sections of WIlmngton prior to
1804 when Centre Village residents began expressing the need for a nore
conveniently located school house. Resolutions to establish a center school
district were turned down repeatedly over the next several decades, until
being finally approved in 1839. | tislikely that the present building was
constructed at that time. |n 1889-1890, the First High School (also called
New Centre School after 1914) was built slightly to the south. At that time,
the town library, which had occupied a roomin the rear of the Town Hall since
1871, took over the Od Centre School, occupying i t until the conpletion of
the present library building i n1969. The Od Centre School is currently used
to house the offices of the 4th of July Committee, and other comunity
activities.

Bet ween 1800 and 1865 the Centre Village experienced a growth inits

popul ation, although the town as a whole grew from 797 inhabitants to a nmere
850 inhabitants during this time. |t seens |ikely that a large part of this
growth was due to the establishment of bakehouses here by the Bond fam ly. By
the md-century, bakehouses were |ocated north of the present town hall,

i mmedi ately north of the Congregational Parsonage, and on the east side of the
Common. | n addition to several of the area's npbst substantial hones (the
Bond- Ski I t on- McMahon House, the Congregational Parsonage, and the Thomas D
Bond House, numbers 168, 191, and 126 M ddl esex Avenue, respectively), the
Bonds nay have huilt sone cottages for their nore important enpl oyees or for
family menbers (136 and 205 M ddl esex Avenue). I n addition, a large, rambling
house on the east side of the present CGonmon was being used as a worker's
boar di nghouse in the early 1850s, when i t was marked as such on a proposed
subdivision plan of the area (prepared for Sanford Adans, on file at the

M ddl esex County North Registry of Deeds).

- February 15, 1864, the Bond Cracker Factory near the Former Town Hall
caught fire, destroyingthe bakehouse and the second Congregational meeting
house. The present church, the nost outstanding building i nthe Centre
Village, was begun and conpleted in 1865  The Bond family did not rebuild the
bakehouse, but instead noved nuch of their business to Boston. | t seens
likely that the decisionwas partially due to the location of railroad spurs
north and south of the village, but not inthe village. Although the bakery
prospered i n Boston and nenbers of the Bond fam |y remained locally prom nent,
one of the Town's mgjor sources of non-farm enpl oyment was renoved by this
relocation. By 1875 no sign of the Bond bakehouses remained on the

Wl mngton atlas.

' ' ' . (continued)
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During thelatter part of thenineteenth century, fewbuildings were
constructed i nthearea. Between 1875 and 1882, t he Town Gonmon was
established onland previously owned by Otis Buck as part of hi spropertyat
127 M ddl esex Avenue. During thelast quarter of thecentury, several nodest
Victorian-style houses were constructed i nthedistrict (174, 183, and 197

M ddl esex Avenue, 10 W I dwood Street, and 6 School Street), aswell as the
nore substantial Queen Anne-style Hudson-Roman House, Church Street. More
concentrated Victorian devel opment occurred on Church Street, south of the
Centre Village i nan area recommended as a separate National Register district.

The twentieth century sawt hearea' s patternof educational use extended by
the construction in 1914 of a newHi gh School (l|ater the Swain School) south
of theFirst High School andthe d d Centre School. This cluster of schools
was enl argedi n 1935 when t he Buzzel | School was built on thehill behind the
threeearlier schools. Finally, although datingafter thedistrict's period
of significance, thecurrent WI ni ngton Hi gh School was erectedon Church
Street ontheeast sideof theConmmonin 1950. Thedistrictincludesonly one
twentieth-century housew thintheperiodof significance, the Col onial
Revi val - styl e Joseph McMahon House, 176 M ddl esex Avenue. A snall nunber of
| ater twentieth centuryhouses have been constructed on vacant land in the
district. LN » - LA

The Centre Village Historic District i sarchitecturally significant as

W lmngton's only area possessing a concentration of well-preserved buil dings
spanning thearchitectural styles of thenineteenth century. V\While nost
bui I dings arenodest i nscale anddesign, they retain integrity, and
particularly at thenorth end of thedistrict, present aunified streetscape.
Anong t henost noteworthy residential buildingsarethe WIlliam Blanchard
House, 200 M ddl esex Avenue (Federal), t he Bond-Skilton-MMhon House, 168
M ddl esex Avenue (Federal with Geek Revival alterations), and t he

Hudson- Roman House, Church Street (Queen Anne). Numerous sinmpler cottages
survive, ranging from theGeek Revival t otheVictorian vernacular styles,
all contributing tothedistrict's architectural significanceby their
consistent scale, materials, and design.

Although thetwoearliest surviving institutional buildings, theFormer Town
Hall'and the O dCentre School, have been conprom sed by alteration, bothare
significant as Wlmngton's earliest andonly surviving exanples of Geek
Revival -style public buildings.

The First Congregational Church i san outstanding exanpl eof
I'talianate/Classical style church design, andtheonly nonresidential building
of itsquality i nthetow. The twotwentiethcentury school buildings,the
Former Hi gh School andtheBuzzell School, arecharacteristic exanples of the
Col onial Revival style i nschool design. They were designed by Boston
architect Edward |. Wlson andWellesley architect Halsey B. Horner,
respectively.

(continued)
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ARCHAEQ 3 CAL S| GN FI CANCE

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in W Imngton are poorly understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites inthis area offerthe
potential for a study of prehistoric settlement and subsistence in the
interior Ipswich River drainage, an area for which we have little information
when conpared to nore coastal locales. WImngton islocated in close
proximty t othe Merrimack Church andNorth shore drainage. Sites in this
area nay provide valuable informations onthe extent to which their
inhabitants interrelated with nore coastal populations in the I|pswich drainage
or with inhabitantsin the other drainages listed above. Many prehistoric
settlement nodels discuss settlement and subsistence along drainages. Sites
in the this are can help test this nmodel or, investigatethe extent to which
settlement and subsistence patterns cross-out drainage boundaries.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have the potential for
providing detailed informationonthe social, cultural and econom c patterns
that characterized Centre Village's growth as the institutional andcivic core
for the town of Wlmngton Historic resources canalso docunment the inportance
and effect the village's commercial and manufacturing enterprises hand in the
town's predocumently agricultural econony throughout nost of the 18th through
20th centuries. Detailed analysis of occupational related features associated
with both extant anddenolished structures canprovide informationon the
different socio-economc classes of individually responsible for the village's
growth. Information onthe working class groups m ght be gained through the
study of archaeological survivalsat the site of the worker's boarding house
on the south side of the coomon. Similar survivalsassociated with many of
the residences inthe district canalso provide information or owersand

hi gher level enployees of the district major businesses. Archaeol ogical
survivals associated with the remains of stores inthe district canalso
contribute t o our understanding of the districts inhabitants. Potential
survivals associated with the districts m d19th century coffin factory may
contribute significant informationpertainingtocoffin technology and
hardware of the period. _Technological informationrelating t othe baking
industry mght also be gained from the bake house site originally located i n
the district. Structural remains and occupational related features canalso
hel p document periods of constructionandmodificati onwhich occurred at
specific structuresin which Congregational Church Parsonage and Bl anchard
House which both contain questionable 18th century conponents.

District,
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February 18, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of thelnterior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127 T
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed youwill find thefollowing nomnation form

Wl mngton Centre Village Historic District, WImngton (Mddlesex County),
Massachusetts 01887.

There have been no owner objections for theabove nom nation.

The nom nation was voted eligible by theState Review Board and i ssigned by
myself, astheState Historic Preservation Officer. Omers were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before t hemeeting and
were afforded t heopportunitytocomment. No conmments have been received t o
date.

Sincerely,

Wdi t h B. McDonough
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comni ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

Encl osure

cc: Carolyn Harris, Chairperson, W Imngton Historical Conm ssion
Kim Wthers Brengle, Northfields Preservation Associates
Robert Doucette, Chairman, W Il mngton Board of Sel ectmen

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



