The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

March 31, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8th floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deaxr Mr. Loether:
Re Suffolk County Courthouse (Suffolk County), Boston, MA
The Suffolk County Courthouse, listed in the National Register May 8, 1974, has been renamed

the John Adams Courthouse by an act of the Massachusetts Legidature. We have been directed
to request that its name inthe National Regiger of Historic Flacesbe amended to reflect this

chenge.

Feas=e amend the nomination accordingly. Thank you for your assstance in this matter.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

XC: Boston Landmarks Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www.sec.state.ma.us'/mhc
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NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON

PRCPERTY John Adans Courthouse
NAME :

MULTI PLE
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STATE & GONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk
DATE RECEI VED. 4/ 28/ 11 DATE GF PEND NG LI ST:
DATE - 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 13/ 11
DATE G WAEKLY LI ST
REFERENCE NUMBER 74000391
NCM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
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ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:
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THHEHHNE DCATE (p' 1™ 11
DOCOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/ N

If anomnation is returned t othe nomnating authority,t he
nom nation i s nolonger under consideration by the NPS.
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STATE:

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE h,assachuset t S
COUNTY:

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES Suffolk
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries complete applicable sections)
MAY 6
i'i  NAME

Suffolk County Courthouse
AN D/OR HIST ORIC

Sre

2. LOCATtON
STREET

( QSe-

ANDNUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston

STATE

Mass.

[3. CLASStFICATION

CODE

025

T?0bV\c:gq!™A”

CONGRESSIONAL

9
COUNTY:

Suffolk

DISTRICT:

CcCOoD

E

029)

ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District Building X1 Public Public Acquisition: A Occupied Yes:
Site [+ Structure Private I In Process I 1 Unoccupied Restricted
Object Both | 1 Being Considered 1 1Preservation work [+ Unrestricted
in proqgresr No
PRESEN T USE CCliec/t Oneor More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural Government Park Q TronspoftrtirrIrjjjrrrisme™!
I I Commercial [ I Industrial I | Private Residence Other/a”efty) A . .I'-".VN
[ 1 Educational Military I 1 Religious NN\ N C M
I | Entertoinment 1 1 Museum I 1 Scientific
APR 3 19M
{4. OMNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME: NATIONAL

City of Boston - Suffolk County Court Hnic;p rommicVgiti

STREET ANDNUMBER:

Pentoer t on Syuar e

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OFDEEDS,ETC:

Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Suffolk Gounty Gourt House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

[» A" .Rilg"NTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Hstoric Assets of the Gmovpat.h nf Ms”ahigptg

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Hi storical

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

Qrmissi on (617) 727-8470

REGISTER / ~/

STATE: o1
Massachusetts f
W
c.
@

Massachusetts 025

\ ~ State . County . Local

.30

Massachusetts J325.

Iv



7. DESCRIPTION
(Check One;
Excellent . Good . Fo [ | Deteriorated CD Ruins Q Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered Unaltered n  Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gurt Huse isa 6 story, 15 bay by a bay granite structure, fornerly
freestandi ng. *

The building isorganized visually into four basic zones: basenent,
arcaded nain floor, nezzani ne, roof area. This horizontally is
countered on the nain Renberton Syuare facade (eastern) by strong vertical
enphases in the formof three shallow central axd end pavillions.

The rusticated high basenent of Ih stories has paired openings: snall
segnental arched wndows of the subsection alignwth recessed obl ong
wndows above. The latter are divided at the upper third by acon
tinuous string course formng a cross pattern in the paired wndovs. O
the longitufjdina facades ( rton Square and Sonerset Street) are
round-arched portal entrances at this level.

The nain floor isindicated by a continuous arcade of round-headed
wndows separated hy engaged posts wth plain but vigorous noul di ng.
The arcade |evel supports a wde projecting nodillion cornice above
vhich i s the nezzanine. This level contains low rectangul ar wndows
separ at ed projecting blocks that correspond to heads of those on the
arcade |evel. final continuous cornice has three shallow wde
courses. The slate nansard roof isinterrupted by tw |evels of dorner
wntdol\l\'&t |thearl]dov\er Ie\é?gl bepler&g f%ltl h%alhght are capped with alternating
at lintels segne I nents; the u level are half height
and round headed. > i )

@ the Penberton Syuare facade, the central pavillion domnates the ed
pavillions, although they share design elenents. Wile the end pavillions
repeat the basenent and nain floor fenestration pattern, the central
pavillion contains the nain Gurt House entrance, a _roundrheadedeJoortaI
set wthin rusticated posts. Above, the nain floor i s enphasi zed by

prel ecting bal conies supported on nassive corbels infoliate design;
again the sem-circular end bal conies contrast to the square central

bal cony. This central balcony isreached through a three bay opening
which 1 s recessed behind paired Ionic coumms ad attached pilasters.

A the nezzanine level, the modillion cornice breaks intotriangul ar
pedinents filled wth elaborate stonework on the end pavillions but is
continuous at the central unit\ This rhythmis reversed at the final
cornice were an elaborate clock face interrupts the cornice at the
central bay; the cornice continues through the end pavillions. Inthe
nansard roof |evel, the central pavillion continues itsthree bay system
for the tw full stories ad ends in a broken triangul ar pedi nenit, “which
repeats the filled stone work notif. The end pavillions are one story
ad end inplaintriangular ped nents.

A nalAésgburt Fouse of fice addition vas constructed on the north side
in :
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Suffolk GCounty Court House
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The southern and western (Sonerset Street) facades have simlar symetrical
di spositions and use the n?or design el enents of the Penberton Syuare
facade. The southern facade appears for richer because of additional
service entrances and connections including tall granite chi nmeys which

break up the wall plane.

As origi naII){ designed, the Gourt House vas t dnave had a low roof with
a high central done. The done was re-designed several tinmes and never
bui[t. Veen additional space was required, i n 1909, twostories were
added to the exi stln? structure. To solve the problemof verti cal
additions to the building, a high nansard roof tformwas used whi ch vas
interrrupted at central and corner |ocations by extending the existing
ﬁawlllons upward. The additional floors altefed the predomnatly
orizontal enphasis of the building.

Te plan of the Qourt House vas organi zed according to what was known as
the ~Grnan' system the building was laid out around open courtyards
whi ch provided Iight and ventilationto all parts of the building.

The interior of the building features a nunier of courtroons, including
the Probate Court, which have oak panel | ed woodwork and el aborat e door
and w ndow enfranenents. The hal | ways, notably the first floor east and
second floor west, have narble floors and wainscotting and decorative

pl ast erwor k. Tneprlnm pal interior feature is the Geat Qoss Hill

whi ch transverses the building onitseast-west axis. This hall i s
three stories hi ﬁh’ with balustrated bal conies opening onto the hall at
the second and third floors.

Because of the steep grade of the site of the Gourt House, the hall i s
in three |evels. omthe Penfberton Sguare entrance, one enters a snall
stairhall leading upto the Geat GQoss Hall. Another set of steps
leads up out of this hall to a snaller longitu>*dinal hallway and doors
to Sonerset Street.

The central space is barrel vaulted, with coffered bands featuring

and dart nolding and rosettes in high relief. Ths coffenng I s repeated

el sewhere in the Hall, including barrel vaults supporting the bal conies.
A'so supporting the 2nd floor bal conies are the nost distinctive decorative
el enent of the Geat Qoss Hall-corbels sculpted to represent

others,the figures of Justice, Law VWsdom |nnocence, Guilt, Prudence

and FO{tItUde. Astatue of Rufus Choate by Daniel C Fench is also
present.

Alterations to the interior of the Suffolk Gounty Gourt Hbouse™been mni-
. BHevators have been installed on either side of the Geat @oss
I-IalloI replacing stairways and newstaircases built in the interior court-

yar ds.

GPO 921-724



SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (check  One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian . 16th Century '' -« . 18th Century . 20th Century
15fh Century « 17th Century ] 19th Century

SECHC DATES gppiaVie andknin iftftfi-ifiQ/i~ Aemodeled 1909

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE fCliecfc One Or Afore as ylppropnafe;

Abor iginol | | Education . Political Urban Planning

" Q Prehistoric 1 | Engineering . Religion'Phi. . Other  fSpecify;
Historic I | Industry losophy
I I Agriculture I 1 Invention [ 1 Science
12 Architecture 1 1 Landscape I | Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Socio I/Humon-

I I Commerce I | Literature itarian
[ I Communications . Military . Theater

I | Conservation n Music i | Transportation

Tre Suffolk County Court House i s one of several ngjor public buildings
built inBoston during the |ast half of the 19th century. Following in
the traditional of Boston City Hall (1862-65) and the Federal Post

O fice (1871-1874; since destroyed), the "Nw CGourt House reflects the
Victorian taste for nonunental, dignified, even grandiose public buildings
built inthe stylistic idions of Eropd'” :

The Qourt House was the ngjor work of George8,§\¥ci ough, wo served as
Boston's first city architect from1874t0 1833 Awng the public
structures for which Qough was responsi bl e were the Prince Shool i n
the Back Bagtandthe Engl 'sh Hgh Shool and Latin Hgh School at

Nont gonery Street i n Boston. ough von the first stage of a two stage
desi gn conpetition and apparent|y so |nﬁressed the Gounty Gonmassi oners
with hisdrawngs for the Court House that theg decided not toinvite
further conpetition. Gough' s design for the building, as conpletedin
1894, was referred to at the time as "Mdern QUssic" or "Grnanftenal s-
sance”, andwas an early step inthe transitidn fromVictorian rtyles to
the (assical Revival. However, when two additional floors were added
in 1909, again designed bg George dough, the high Minsard roof fornat
whi ch was used inposed a distinctly Fench Enpire appearance on the
bui I di ng-remniscent of nearby Qd Gty Hall.

Today, the Suffolk Gounty Court Hbouse has a strong visual relationship
with both QdCty Hill and King's Chapel. The construction of a high
rise office tower adjacent tothe Court House has opened it to viewfrom
Trenont and Shool Streets where the other buildings are also visible.
The color and material of the three structures are stron%ljy simlar, and
the Minsard roof and classical decorative motifs of the Qourt House and
Gty Hall reinforce this simlarity.

As ori ?I nally sited, the Gourt House coul d not have been seen from
Trenont or Sthool Streets. Built soastoformthe flat side of cres-
cent shaped Penberton Square, the Gourt House repl aced and vas at fir st
franed by rowstructures conmtenporary with the buildings of Louishurg
Square. “The principal approach to the Gourt House was from Qourt Street,
the extensionof historic State Street, located inthe mddle of the
curved side of Penberton Syuare.
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1.  American Architect and Building News, Vol. 18, January and October,
1889; Vol. 23, January and February, 1888; Vol. 24, December, 1888;
Vol. 25, May, 1889; Vol. 43, January, 1894.

2. Bacon, Edwin M. Boston, A Guide Book Boston, 1903.

3. Damrell, Charles S. A Half Century of Boston's Building. Boston, 1895,

to, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANC LONG|-" JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THti Ctr*T"*R POIN1 OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LON GI TUDE - ATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
W o N 1 'H
42 °© Xt- i“h 71° A in
NE
SE
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APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 87%Q10 SqUare fCCt '~
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNT/A"CHr;QINENNA

COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
70
H. FORM PREPARED BY
Elizabeth Amadon. Survey Director bv Boston Landmarks Cnmmi</inn n
ORG ANl ZATI ON
Massachusetts Historical Commission (617) 727-8470 February 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beason Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston Massachusetts (0%
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CtRTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERtFICATION — —

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

. i h hi is incl i h
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law | hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion NationalRegister
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

. X i i . Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National - State [3 Local
D-Jte
Name ATTEST: .
)le~ Johtt F.JT.Davoren St
Jretary of ~he Commonwedth
TitieChairman,Massachusetts HistoricM
(Jonmi ssi on
Dat e Date

GPO 931.894
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(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  county
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM

M ass.

Suffolk
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all  ontries)

8. SOGNHGCWNE Suffol k County Court House

Bost on

Located onthe axis of Court Street vas the nain portal of the Gourt

FHouse and one of its major interior features the "Geat Qoss Hall", a

mul ti- st orJ transverse hal lway, elaborately decorated with coffered

vaults and scul ptured corbels. Qourt Street was closed as part of the

recent redevel opnent of the area around the Court House, but a sagevay

through the newcurvilinear structuredefining Penberton Square al | ows

the Gourt House and i ts"Geat oss Hall" to continue to serve as an

gggrtanﬁ_ Ipedes:trlan link between Sate Street, Gwvernnent Center, and
on Hi

GPO 921.72*
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

STATE
Rev. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ;OUfoTYIk
uffo
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
A (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER
MY « 1974
Z ft. KAME
common: Suffolk County Court House
AND/OR HISTORIC: Same
|- ]a LOCATION 111 HIfFLiUIE A~
u STREET AND NUM BER:
Penferton Square
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
STATE: COUNTY:
Massachusett's 025 Suffolk
; 3. MAP REFERENCE

U.S.G.S. 7.5'" Series. Boston South Quadrangle
U SCALE: 1"=24iP00"

U DATE: 1970
o 4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTINS OFFICE : 19’ /1441 3-1

DATE

CODE









Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

JRov. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MaSS&ChUSGttS
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coun Ty
Suffolk
co (Type all entries - attach  to or enclose with  map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
GOWIN Suffolk County Court House
AND/OR HISTORIC:
STREET AND NUMBER:
U
Pentoert on Squar e
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
STATE: COUNTY: CODE
Massachuset t s "o75"  Suffolk -025-
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:
Boston Redevel opnent Authority Planimetric Survey
U SCALE: r' =100"
1965

4, ffEQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

«ft U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729






ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE " - ASSNHEETTS

Dat e Entered WY 8 1<

Nane Location

Quadrangl e-Kattoon Street Historic Springfield

District Baapden Gounty
Suffolk Gounty Court House Bost on
Treat ftrect Sscl: Suffol k County

Essex Gounty
Also Notified
. Edward M . : : :

Fon d Kennedy State nistoric Preservation Oficer
Hon. Edward W Br ook* Bon* John F. X Davoren
Hon. Fdvard P. Bol and Secretary of the Gnoonvaal th
Fon, John J. Mbakl ey Chal rean, |-iassaehusetts Historical
Bon. Mchael J. liarrinp.toa Cocnl ssi on

40 Beacon Street

Regional Director, NorthAtlantic Boston. Massachusetts 02108

Regi on



RECEIVED 2290

AR2 8201 i

M REGEER CgﬁgEﬁGS

The Commonwealth of M assachusetts MOVARK

K‘pn'fl 'hrg 2’6}& William Fxancis Galvin, Secretary of the Conimonvvedlth
’ M assachustts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Park Service

National Regigter of Historic Places

1201 Eye Strest NW, S floor

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosad plesse find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
National Regider of Historic Flaces, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
construction, bassd upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include:
Bogton (Suffolk County):

JamnesBlake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Ferce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfidld (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
Wwww SC. date ma usimhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russdl House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Ess=x (Ess=x County):

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Glouceser (Es=x County):

White-EUery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Easem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Ess=x County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Easemn MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Sirest HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffm House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDI S, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Bamdtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA]

Hess= add the enclosed continuation shedts to the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg U
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endoaures



