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COUNTY; )
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES Suffolk
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM R NPSUSE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)
ji  NAME
COMMON:
CipDwninshield House
AND/OR HISTORIC:
2. LOCATJON C<bng; District B
STREET ANDNUMBER:
164 Marlborough Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
25-. Suffolk. 20
3. CLASSfFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
District S  Building . Public Public Acquisition; Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure Q  Private I 1 In Process 1 1 Unoccupied Restricted
Object . Both I | Being Considered « Preservation work ° Unrestricted
in progress g No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural I I Government . Pork 1 Transportotion | | Comments
I 1 Commercial I 1 Industrial I 1 Private Residence «  Other (Specify)
6cl Educational . Military { | Religious
[ 1 Entertainment r~] Museum 1 | Scientific
f4. OWNER OF PRAPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Louis F. Mttso
STREET AND NUMBER:
163 Marlborough Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston Mass, 21
['6. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION"
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC;
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds i oz
STREET AND NUMBER: tt) H
<
Pemberton Square °
CITY OR TOWN; STATE
Boston Mass. 25
6. REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY;
Inventory of the historic assets of the Commnnwifglth
DATE OF SURVEY: 971 . Federol j g State - County eLocal
bEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS: in
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER: 'NO

State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston M ass.

CODE C ~»



\7, DgSCRIPTION
(Check One)

X~l Excellent *  Good . Fair \ 1 Deteriorated I | Ruins O Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered some irffl. Unaltered *  Movfd Origir-al Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENf AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The CTowni nshield house, designed by HH Richarofson i n 1868 and com
pleted i n1870, i slocated at t he southwest corner or Marl borough and Dart -
mout h Streets. Constructed almost entirely of redbrick, thehouse i s four
stories high including a full story mansard roof?. The lintels and a water
table, which caps therusticated brick foundation, are brownstone.

A lowstraight stairway leads up t ot heentrance of t hehouse, located
in atwostory projection which i scentered on thenorthwest facade. The
tall front dbor, flanked by apair of equally tall, narrow wi ndow* i s coverec
by a semcircular hood of wought iron and glass. ~Ohthesecond floor a paii
of rectangular, double hung wi ndows have been placed above t he doorway.

Each end wal | of t heentrance pavilion contains a double hung wi ndow at t he
second floor level. Thepavilion projects slightly nore than t hewidth of
one of these windows. The corners at t hesecond story level areturned by
spiral corbels. The parapet at thetopof thepavilion i sfinished i n an
el aborate brick design with small wrought iron panels. O thefirst floor

of the main facade, a single narrow wi ndow has been placed totheleft of

the entrance pavilion, and a narrow double windowtotheright. This
opposition of double and single windows onthefirst floor i stheonly
interruption i nthebilateral synmretry of t he facade. At thesecond story

| evel another double hung wi ndow has been placed on each side of thepavilior
A brick stringcourse between t hesecond and third floors runs acrossthe
facade and continues around thebuilding. Set i na dianond pattern, arow
of .square tiles below thestringcourse adds t ot hehorizontal integrity of
the building. O thethird story, thearchitect has placed three double- 70
hung wi ndows, one above each of t he end wi ndows on t he second story and one

in line with thefront door. These third story windows are of thesane

di mensions as those on thefloor below. Each of thew ndows on thethird n
floor dictages theposition of a truncated gable dorner i nt hemansard roof.
Under t heeaves, a course of bricks on end, diagonally angled, continues

around t hebuilding. This type of brickwork can be seen on vari ous houses

of theperiod on Marlborough Street, inother parts of theBack Bay and Beacojn
Hi Il

3 3

The wall facing Dartmouth street exhibits elements that appear ten years
later i nthesoutheast facade of Trinity Rectory. Richardson creates the
idiomof a large chimey face connected tothennin facade by curved planes
of brick. Wndows i nthese curved planes allow t heprojecting chimey piece
to function as a bay window. The snmooth face of thechimey wall i s decor-
ated by bands of black brick as well as t hecontinuous stringcourse and tiles

that separate thesecond andthird floors. Truncated gable dormers interrupt
the roof line oneither side of thechimey. Athird dormer i ssituated
directly above t hew ndows (oneon each floor) on theleft side of this facad e
and with themcreates an axis that echoes theverticality of the chimey.

The opposite, southwest facade i srather plain and containsa"t®?o"S;tory
bay wi ndow i n place of a chimey.



SrsiGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century Q 18th Century D  20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century XH 19th Century
SPECIFIC  DATE(S) (If ApplicaOle  and  Known) 1868-1870
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 | Education . Politicol [ I Urbon Planning
Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion/Phi- +  Other (-Specify”
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
r~I Agricoltur* I | Invention | 1 Science
pr| Architecture 1 1 Londscope I | Sculpture
. Art Architecture I 1 Socio I/Humon-
|1 Commerce I | Literoture itorian
I I Communicotions . Militory Theater
1 | Conservation «  Music

[ | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Crowninshiel d House (1868) was Henry Hobson Richardson's first
attempt at domestic architecture and, along with Trinity Rectory, i s one
of thetwosurviving houses he designed i nBoston. Richardson was the
first great architect towork i natruly national idioSi, andhis designs
were international i nthier influence.

The primary value of t heCrowninshield House lies i nits availability
for conparative studies of Richardson's work andt he devel opment of hi s
unique style, known as American or Richardson Ronmanesque. The chi mey
piece ontheDartmuth Street facade was used ten years later on the
Newbury Street facade of Trinity Rectory. | nSever Hall, Harvard (1878),
Ri chardson worked with the sane material, redbrick, but obtained noticeably

better results. I ndiscussing theCrowninshieldHouse, Professor Henry Russel |
Hitchcock has said that "there i snowrk of Richardson's solittle rewarding
in aesthetic satisfaction.” I nlight of thefact that this i sthefirst holuse

Ri chardson ever designed andexecuted, this criticism i sunderstandable.
e need only conpare it with theTrinity Rectory of 1879,
the Stoughton House i nCanbridge (1883), or any of his later houses t o see
the rapid maturing of Richardson's style.

Finally, though thebuilding i snot as inmpressive as his later works,
a study of t he Crowninshiel d Huse arouses an "admration for its originalitk",
its relative simplicity andt hehandling of t hebayw ndow at t heleft end as
an enrichment of thegeneral mass." Mich of theinterior woodwork and panel -
ing exists i nits original state, offering anexcellent exanple of the
interior decoration of anearly Richardson house.

1. Hitchcock, p. 82
2. Ibid, p. 82
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

S-I-A-I-E K [Ay- TTEe T-" T A
Date Entered 23192

Nare

rferrell Tavom.”,

Horthboroucrh To"Tn-Hall

First Bfif~tist Church :,

Old Co”.ty Court ilouse
Trinity Ksctory

St. Luks's Episcoi>a Church
CrowninEhiold Uous«

Firist naivcrsaiict Church

Gricwolcl (Kajor Joseph) Houso

Also Notified

Hon. Edwad M. Kennedy
Bon. iA3v.RMl w. arooko

[fon. Silvio O. Conte

Hon. Harold D. Donchua

Hon. Tltosas P. O'Kfiill, Jr,
Hon, Hastings Koith

Director, Northeast Region
HR NRowandmm 2/16/72

Location

Ear*tahirs County

Korthh<?rough

Eoctoa
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Stntc Lijilr~r; Officer

Kon. John F. X. Davercn
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CfCiaa of tl.n 5'ccrotary
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