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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L PARK S E R V I C E 
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y ; 

Suf fo lk 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

j i NAME 
C O M M O N : 

CipDwninshield House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATJON C<5ng; District B 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

164 Marlborough Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

25-. Suffo lk . 2^ 
3. CLASSfFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t S B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • St ructure 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

Q P r i va te 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

Occup ied 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n wo rk 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

g No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

6c1 Educa t i ona l 

[ 1 En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

r~] Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

{ I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportotion 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

f 4 . O W N E R O F P R d P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Louis F . Mttsco 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

163 Marlborough Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
["5. L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N " 

Mass, 2 1 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ; 

Suffo lk County Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Pemberton Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston 

6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

S T A T E 

Mass. 25 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Inventory of the h i s t o r i c assets of the Commnnwffq1,th 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1971 
b E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

• Fede ro l j g State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

H j z 
t-t) H 

o < 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State House 

i n 

'NO 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Mass. 

C O D E C ^ 



\ 7 , D g S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 
X~l Excellent • Good • Fair 

(Check One) 

\ 1 Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

Altered s o m e i r f f l . Unaltered 

(Check One) 

• Movfd Origir-al Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N f A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The CTowninshield house, designed by H.H. Richa rofson i n 1868 and com­
pleted i n 1870, i s located at the southwest corner or Marlborough and Dart­
mouth Streets. Constructed almost e n t i r e l y of red bric k , the house i s four 
stories high including a f u l l story mansard roof^. The l i n t e l s and a water 
table, which caps the rusticated brick foundation, are brownstone. 

A low stra i g h t stairway leads up to the entrance of the house, located 
i n a two story projection which i s centered on the northwest facade. The 
t a l l f r o n t dbor, flanked by a pair of equally t a l l , narrow window^ i s coverec 
by a semicircular hood of wrought i r o n and glass. ~0h the second f l o o r a p a i i 
of rectangular, double hung windows have been placed above the doorway. 
Each end wal l of the entrance p a v i l i o n contains a double hung window at the 
second f l o o r l e v e l . Thepavilion projects s l i g h t l y more than the width of 
one of these windows. The corners at the second story level are turned by 
s p i r a l corbels. The parapet at the top of the pa v i l i o n i s finished i n an 
elaborate brick design with small wrought iron panels. On the f i r s t f l o o r 
of the main facade, a single narrow window has been placed to the l e f t of 
the entrance p a v i l i o n , and a narrow double window to the r i g h t . This 
opposition of double and single windows on the f i r s t f l o o r i s the only 
in t e r r u p t i o n i n the b i l a t e r a l symmetry of the facade. At the second story 
l e v e l another double hung window has been placed on each side of the p a v i l i o r 
A brick stringcourse between the second and t h i r d floors runs across the 
facade and continues around the building. Set i n a diamond pattern, a row 
of .square t i l e s below the stringcourse adds to the horizontal i n t e g r i t y of 
the building. On the t h i r d story, the architect has placed three double-
hung windows, one above each of the end windows on the second story and one 
in l i n e with the f r o n t door. These t h i r d story windows are of the same 
dimensions as those on the flo o r below. Each of the windows on the t h i r d 
f l o o r dictages the position of a truncated gable dormer i n the mansard roof. 
Under the eaves, a course of bricks on end, diagonally angled, continues 
around the building. This type of brickwork can be seen on various houses 
of the period on Marlborough Street, i n other parts of the Back Bay and Beacojn 
H i l l . 

The w a l l facing Dartmouth street exhibits elements that appear ten years 
l a t e r i n the southeast facade of T r i n i t y Rectory. Richardson creates the 
idiom of a large chimney face connected to the main facade by curved planes 
of b r i c k . Windows i n these curved planes allow the projecting chimney piece 
to function as a bay window. The smooth face of the chimney wall i s decor­
ated by bands of black brick as well as the continuous stringcourse and t i l e s 

that separate the second and t h i r d f l o o r s . Truncated gable dormers interrupt 
the roof l i n e on either side of the chimney. A t h i r d dormer i s situated 
d i r e c t l y above the windows (one on each f l o o r ) on the l e f t side of t h i s facad|e 
and with them creates an axis that echoes the v e r t i c a l i t y of the chimney. 

The opposite, southwest facade i s rather p l a i n and contains a"t^?o^S;tory 
bay window i n place of a chimney. 
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SrsiGNIFlCANCE 

o 

u 

; j ^ : 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P re -Co lumb ian I • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

Q 18th Centu ry 

X H 19th Cen tu ry 

D 20 th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If ApplicaOle and Known) 1 8 6 8 - 1 8 7 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

r~l A g r i c o l t u r * 

p r | A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ico t i ons 

1 I Conservation 

1 I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I 1 I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

1 I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

I 1 Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I Soc io l / H u m o n -

i t o r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ I Urbon P l a n n i n g 

• O the r (-Specify^ 

The Crowninshield House (1868) was Henry Hobson Richardson's f i r s t 
attempt at domestic architecture and, along with T r i n i t y Rectory, i s one 
of the two surviving houses he designed i n Boston. Richardson was the 
f i r s t great architect to work i n a t r u l y national idioSi, and his designs 
were international i n t h i e r influence. 

The primary value of the Crowninshield House l i e s i n i t s a v a i l a b i l i t y 
for comparative studies of Richardson's work and the development of his 
unique s t y l e , known as American or Richardson Romanesque. The chimney 
piece on the Dartmouth Street facade was used ten years la t e r on the 
Newbury Street facade of T r i n i t y Rectory. In Sever H a l l , Harvard (1878), 
Richardson worked with the same material, red brick, but obtained noticeably 
better results. In discussing the Crowninshield House, Professor Henry Russell 
Hitchcock has said that "there i s no work of Richardson's so l i t t l e rewarding 
i n aesthetic s a t i s f a c t i o n . " I n l i g h t of the fact that t h i s i s the f i r s t ho|use 
Richardson ever designed and executed, t h i s c r i t i c i s m i s understandable. 
One need only compare i t with the T r i n i t y Rectory of 1879, 
the Stoughton House i n Cambridge (1883), or any of his later houses to see 
the rapid maturing of Richardson's s t y l e . 

F i n a l l y , though the building i s not as impressive as his la t e r works, 
a study of the Crowninshield House arouses an "admiration for i t s o r i g i n a l i t k ^ , 
i t s r e l a t i v e s i m p l i c i t y and the handling of the bay window at the l e f t end as 
an enrichment of the general mass." Much of the i n t e r i o r woodwork and panel­
ing exists i n i t s o r i g i n a l state, o f f e r i n g an excellent example of the 
i n t e r i o r decoration of an early Richardson house. 

1. Hitchcock, p. 82 

2. I b i d , p. 82 











'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM ^ 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with mapf^/y\ 

[1. NAME 

S T A T E 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y 

S u f f o l k 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

0 COMMON: C r o w n l n s h l e I d House 
— A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

164 M a r l b o r o u q h S t r e e t ' y 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

CC B o s t o n 
' 1 

B o s t o n 
H S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

1/1 ^ Mass . 25 S u f f o l k 25 
|3. MAP REFERENCE 

U.S.G.S. Boston, South. Mass. 
1:24,000 

U ! 1956 
4 , REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 



r^EWBURyORT 5« Ml. 
EVERETT (CITY HALL) 3.9 Ml. 

328 X 5' i329 

I-
STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS V 

D E P A R T M E N T OF P U B L I C WORKS ^ 

Gan'u t ' 

3 ? " 

6 76S / M£ 
(BOSTON NORTH) 

CHELSEA eClTY HALL) 1.7 Ml. 
\2 '30" '32 ' 7; 

c ^̂̂ •̂ 
i . L J I ^ l j r . S ' - ' ^ " ' ' ' 'Ch/ls River ? S v ' ' ^ 
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HNOEOGY 

LO/vQpf.' 

Harvard! 
Bridge 

CO 

ro5 ̂ ^ j - - -'• Bac 

riestown 
dge 

> ^Boston ^ ^ , , ^ 5 i i 4 ^ 
Common' 

- v.. 
play) 

coi.l.f:'.K ^<'^> 

CROWNINSHIELD HOUSE 
(164 Marlborough Street) 

U. S. G. S.: Boston, South, Mass. 
1956 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

t, 1..---

STATE Ik /^y-.TTr'T-'T*".'^ 

Date Entered 2 3 1972 

Name Location 

rferrell Tavom..̂ , 
Ear^tahirs County 

Horthboroucrh To^Tn-Hall Kort.hh<? rough 

Firs t Bfif^tist Church : , Eoctoa 
Suf .vol:-: Couiicy 

Old Co'^.ty Court ilouse 
Plyjiouth Couixty 

Trinity Ksctory BCStOR 
£u£Colk CoiiDty 

St. Luks's Episcoi>al Church L&noeborouqh 
Bariichira County 

CrowninEhiold Uous« Boston 
fcuffclh Couaty 

Flrist naivcrsaiict Church rrovincctowo 
Lamistable County 

Gricwolcl (Kajor Joseph) Houso EucklciT;?. 
rrwJclin County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Bon. iA3v.'Rrrl w. arooko 
Ifon. Si lvio O. Conte 
Hon. Harold D. Donohua 
Hon. Tltosas P. O 'Kf i i l l , J r , 
Hon, Hastings Koith 

Director, Northeast Region 
HR NRowlandimm 2/16/72 

Stntc Lij i l r^r ; Off icer 
Kon. John F. X. Davercn 
Ecc.retcr.r '̂ o£ the Coi^iooriwealth 
Chnirr'aa, ''-asriachusctts Hidusrical 

C ir:r:'.i?:ric;:a 
CfCiaa of tl.n 5'ccrotary 

£o£:x;on, ;4a3»echusetts 02133 


