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the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
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1. Name of Property
historic name  The Holland - Towne Hou-sp
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Massachusett,*; RniitP NIZAI not for publication
city, town Petersham fil/j” vicinity
state Massachusetts code A county Wnrrpstpr 027 Zip code 01366
3. Classification
Ownership ot Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx| private FxI building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
1 |public-local | ldistrict 2 buildings
| I public-State I Isite B sites
| I public-Federal Fx| structure PL structures
| lobject objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opir\ion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Executi<4 Director, Massachusetts Historical Cormiission:;
State Historic Preservatinn Offirpr
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
I lentered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
| I determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
HJ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



The Holl and-Towne House,

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic / Single Daellin
Agriculture / griculturg Qut bui | di ng;
Agricultural Field

Landscape / Uhoccupi ed Land; Forest

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonial / Cape Cod

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

M 267969

Pet ersham, M\

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling

Agriculture / Agricultural Outbuilding;
"Agricultural Field
Landscape / Unoccupied Land; Forest

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Sone / Ganite

walls Vaod /  \WMat her boar d
roof _ Asphalt
other

The Hol | and- Towne House andBarn arelocated i nthenorthern portionof

Petersham a smal |l highland residential
County, central Massachusetts. Built
story, remarkably intact center-chimey,

community i nnorthwestern Worcester
i n1752, thehouse i sa one-and-a-half
second period vernacul ar residence

that exhibits characteristics confirmng itsmd-eighteenth century origin.

The sinple building sits onitsoriginal

site whose rural setting of gently

rolling hills, broad meadows, and forestland bordered by | owstone walls has
survived essentially unaltered for more than two hundred years. Alarge and
intact vertically sheathed barn, probably dating fromtheturn of the 19th
century or before, conpletes theunspoiled rural setting. Theproperty, on
vifiich hayi sstill harvested, reflects theregion's agricultural devel opnent.
It i slocated approximately three-quarters of amle northeast of the

Pet er sham Gonmmon Hi storic District

(NR 1982).

The Hol I and- Towne House andBarn areone-fifth of amle upWard Hill Road, an
uni mproved private right-of-way of f Massachusetts Route 32, locally referred

to as North Main Street. Ward Hill

Road, al so known as Wol sey Lane,

intersects I|and holdings of the Wolsey fam |y of Canbridge, Mssachusetts.
The Hol | and- Towne House i slocated onarise 160 feet north of Ward Hill Road,

with t:he barn between i t andt heroad.
bet ween house andbarn. The |l andscape

A narrow, rutted cart path runs
immediately t othenorth and west

adjoins a large conservation area known ast heHarvard Forest. Theonly

nearby buildings are an 1838 G eek Revival

structure 475 feet southeast of the

Hol | and- Towne House, originally used asthetown hall for thecoimunityof

Prescott andnoved tothesite (NR1989);
fronting onNorth Main Street at t hefoot

anda nineteenth century house
of Ward Hi Il Road. The

Hol | and- Towne House i sused as a summer cottage by friends of t heowners, and
the house onNorth Main Street i soccupied throughout theyear.

The three-bay Hol | and- Towne House, oriented on an east-west axis,

appropriately faces south, as was common during i tsconstructionperiod due to
of theextremes of New Engl and weather andt heinportance of absorbing as much
heat as possible from thesoutherly winter sun. The building exhibitsthe
simple, one-and-a-half story, two-roomdeep, center-chimey plan of the Cape
Cod style house. M | tsoriginal hand-hewn, pegged and chanfered heavy

m See continuation sheet
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timber framng with cross bracing is typical of domestic architecture of its
region and era. The house sits on a low fieldstone foundation neasuring
approxi mtely twenty-seven by thirty-seven feet. The exterior of the 1752
building is sheathed with white-painted wood clapboards on al | four sides and
is defined at the junctions of the walls by narrow cornerboards. Sone early
clapboards remain, particularlyat the west end, and their rmuch-weathered
condition my indicate they were unpainted for some time. A neutral ca. 1930
rear addition, sheathed with stained vertical wood siding, is compatible in
scale, form and materials, and does not conpromise the integrity of the
resource. This addition is screened by vegetation and is sited to mnimze
its presence while giving prominence to the original building. The nmoderately
pitched gable roof of the original building is clad with dark grey asphalt
shingles, itsline broken only by the central brick chimey and tw gabled
dormers on the rear, or north side. The chimmey appears to have been rebuilt
or at least repointed since 1752, as would be expected. The provenance of the
dormers is unknown; physical exam nation does not definitively reveal date of
construction,

The symmetrical south facade of the Holland- Towne House serves as the entrance
front; itscentral doorway is flanked by one w ndow on either side, each
evenly spaced within the wall plane. A single granite slab leads to the
panel |l ed wood door whose surround consists of a five-light trabeated transom
flanked by plain trimboards. The sinmply enframed twelve-over-twelve,

doubl e- hung wood sash wi ndows with operable shutters are set up high, close to
the eave, as is typical with this housetype. The east and west gable ends are
both pierced by one six-over-six sash window in the attic gable, and a

twel ve-over-twelve sash windowon the first level in each of the tw front
rooms. The east elevation also contains a narrow French-style double door,
not original to the building, but with enframenent and placenent consistent
with the house's original features. The north elevation is broken by a
characteristic twelve-over-twelve sash window and a small three-over-three

W ndow.

Two single w ndow gable dornmers exhibit eight-over-eight, double-hung sash and
are sheathed on the sides with unpainted wood shingles. The dormer w ndows
are of appropriate size and pane configuration for this style of building, but
are not likely original construction. A ca. 1930 one-story addition is
attached to the house at the northeast comer, and is covered with vertical
wood siding, stained a mediumgrey. [Its rooflineis lower that that of the
1752 construction. A one-story screened porch on the north side connects the
original house with the rearel |l .

The interior of the Holland-Towne House retains its 1752 plan with tw front
rooms flanking the center chimmey and a full-width kitchen to the rear. 1t is

(continued)
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conceivable that the kitchen ny have at one time been divided, with a small
roomon the east end, but this is conjecture and not clearly supported by
physical evidence. Interior panelled doors, trim hardware, randomw dth wood
floors, and wall material are original or of early nineteenth century
provenance. The front entrance opens into a small hall or porch which |eads
to the parlor on the left (west) and the chamber on the right (east). The
wall's of the east chanber are plaster covering riven lath with horizontal
sheathing on the lower half, formng a wainscot. The fireplace here is capped
with a simple mantel and frame. In this chanber are located features that are
believed to be rare surviving characteristics of Petersham second- period
houses, specifically a sliding candle shelf to the left of the fireplaceand a
built-in double-leaved cupboard which accommodated a fol d-down bed.'" A
rare and possibly unique feature found in the chamber and the kitchen is the
arrangenment of wrought-iron eyes in the ceilings several feet in front of the
fireplaces. The eyes in the chanmber are placed in a rectangle tw feet by
five feet, suggesting the use of a suspended cradle, while those in the
kitchen nmay have supported a bed or bed hanging as indicated by their handsomre
bevelled panelling on the fireplacewall, which also contains tw cupboards
with simlarly panelled doors, and a sliding candle shelf. A nolded, eared
architrave defines the opening of the fireplace. The three remaining walls
are of plaster with sinple beaded baseboard, beaded chair rail, and comice
mol di ngs. Both the parlor and the chanber lead into the kitchen at the rear.
The kitchen has remained nearly intact since original construction, withall
four walls covered by rough unpainted boards in an alternatingvertical and
horizontal pattern. Physical evidence suggests ceiling moldings nay have been
added and renoved at a later date. The roomis dom nated by a third-period
bake oven and narrow mantelshelf. Sone repointing appears to have taken place
in the hearth and the brick walls of the fireplace. The original back door on
the north wall now enters the screened porch of the addition, and a later set
of French doors on the east wall, conpatible in scale and materials with
original detailing, |leads outdoors to a small brick patio at grade level.

The two chanbers on the attic floor are lighted by their north-facing dormers
and reveal the original framng pattern of the roof with pegged cross bracing,
hand- hewn chanfered nenbers and riven lath. Swedish maritime charts of the
early nineteenth century are permanently adhered to the interior wall of a
closet located at the northeast corner of the upper story.

The large barn, one-and-a-half stories, is gable-roofed with naturally

weat hered vertical board cladding. Essentially rectangular in plan, oriented
on a north-south axis, the barn has a shed extension running the full [length
of itssouth side. Large, double doors of painted, vertical boards open on
both the north and east sides of the building. The barn interior isprimarily
open space with a hay loft at one end. The roof is covered with asphalt
shingles.

(continued)
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The Hol | and- Towne House, occupied occasionally, i scurrently i n a

wel | -mai ntained condition. The barn houses farm machinery that i sused i n the
haying operation on theproperty. 1n1987, theWolsey famly donated a
preservation easement on t he Holland-Towne House and barn with 16.541 acresto

the Society for thePreservation of New England Antiquities i nBoston,
Massachusetts.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWhile prehistoric sites may have been present on t heproperty, no

archaeol ogical exploration has taken place t ouncover them However, the
environs may have significant potential for historical/archaeological remains
and investigation could yield information about what i sknown |ocally asthe
Clay Pit, thefirst brick making establishment i nPetersham The brick yard

is described as having been located on Vard Hill behind t he Holl and- Towne
House.

(end)



The Holl and- Towne House, Petersham M [KC 26 19909

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
I Inationally Q statewide Hx] locally

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria |X1A [X]B [X]C | |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QB QC | |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
AgririiltiirP 1752 - 1939 1752
Arrhitprtiirp 1787

ca. 1800

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Hol [ and, Captain Park Hol | and. Jonas
Hol [ and, Lut her

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hol | and- Towne House retains integrity of location, design, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association. Erected i nl752, i ti sanong
Petersham s earliest extant dwellings and i simportant tothehistory of
Massachusetts as one of a small nunmber of farns which survive with their
fields, stone walls, barn, and forest land intact, thereby providingphysical
evidence for interpretation of theregion's development. | tisarare local
exenpl ar of md-eighteenth domestic architecture, and pre-dates the
incorporation of the Town of Petersham by two years, reflecting the sinple
lifestyle of itsearly inhabitantsas well as theagricultural econony which
characterized this part of Massachusetts. The barn on thesite, of late
eighteenth or very early nineteenth century construction, i salso an uncommon
survivor. Both buildingsretain distinctive hallmarks of type, period, and
met hod of assenbly and finish. Additionally, of theapproximately forty-five
acres formng thesurrounding |andscape of t heHolland- Towne House which
comprise theoriginal boundaries of theHolland family agricultural holdings
of the md-eighteenth century, thesixteenand a half acres included i nthis
nom nation form thecore of that original plot of land. The property retains
its early system of stone walls. The property i salso significant for its
connection tolLuther Holland, an early owner who established thefirst brick
yard i ntown, and, with his brother. Park, an important military figurei n
Shays's Rebel lion (1786-1787). The Hol | and- Towne House and Bam fulfill
Criteria A, B and C of theNational Register of Historic Places at the Local
level.

The town of Petersham i ncentral Massachusetts was granted under the nane of
Ni chewaug i n1733 with seventy-two houselots drawn i nOctober of that vyear.

[t incorporated under itspresent nane on April, 20 1754. W thin twenty years
of settlement, i n1792, theHolland famly cane totheconmunity from
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.”-"" At that time, N chewaug, a Native American
term meaning "ham et on thehill," was an isolated upland village defined by
few roads, a grist mll and a sawmill, and a plentitude of troubleswiththe

X"l See continuation sheet
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local indigent population. In 1750, the proprietors' clerk recorded sixty-one
famlies as property owners, of whomforty-seven resided in the area. A
public address given on the 100th anniversary of Petersham described the town
prior to 1790 as lacking a central core, with itsfew farnsteads widely

di spersed within a mle of the church, established in1738. The Holland
House was one of the farmsteads on the outer perimeter of settlement.

The ol dest extant building in Petershamis the Gy House (1740), a
single-story, ganmbrel-roofed, three bay, center-chimey dwelling. Three other
single-story, center-chimey houses have been recorded by the Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion as surviving, of which the Holland- Towne House i s one.

The Holland ancestors, originally from London, England, were a famly of

sol diers, engineers, and investors. They settled first in Watertown and then
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. W thin a year of the famly's arrival in

Pet ersham Jonas Holland built his farmstead at the top of Ward Hill, about
three-quarters of a mle northeast of the geographic center of the community.
Jonas, with his second wife, Bathsheba (lvory), raised four sons and two
daughters in the house, engaging in subsistence farmng and, with their sons,
establishing the first brickmaking enterpriseintow. The claypit for the
brickyard is on the hill behind the Holland- Towne House. Sons Luther and Park
Hol land lived here until the age of majority and distinguished thenselves in
mlitary service during Shays' Rebellion. Wth Jonas's death in 1771, son
Jonat han acquired the property, which he conveyed to his brother Luther
sonetime prior to 1814

Park and Luther Holland's noteworthy participation in Shays' Rebellionis
chronicled inthe diary of the former. Both brothers, especially Park,

who was captain inthe Continental Arny and later a nmenber of the General

Court of Massachusetts, fought in the Revolutionary Vér and later |oined
others dissatisfied with post-war economc conditions and an inability of the
new Republic to conpensate fully those who fought for its establishment.
Shays' insurrection, known for itsleader Daniel Shays of nearby Pel ham
involved the Petersham area where in 1787 nearly all the local buildings
sheltered a nunber of Shays' men as they fled the Republican arny, hastily
raised to quell the rebellion. Gven the Holland brothers' involvement with
Daniel Shay, i tcan be assumed that troops were quartered at the Holland
homestead. Park Holland was a captain of the rebel forces, and his brother an
active participant. Shays' Rebellion is significant because i t made the state
legislature aware that the Confederation was powerless to protect itself from
invasion or domestic violence, which was a factor in the adoption of the
Federal Constitution.

The Hol |l and- Towne House left the Holland fam |y on October 15, 1816, wheni t s
then fifty acres were conveyed to WIliamJohnson, who also assumed

(continued)
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responsibility for running the brickyard. Johnson family records indicated
that Amos Johnson noved to the site in 1823 and helped brother Wlliam work

the farmuntil 1832, when the property, still intact with fifty acres, was
sold to Joseph Hinds. Various nenbers of the Hinds famly owned the farmstead
until it was purchased i n 1877 by Dwi ght Towne for $1,400 from Mary Hi nds

Peckham U to this point, brickmaking remained the chief livelihood of those
who owned the property, complenenting consistent agricultural operations.
Dwi ght Towne, listed in Petershamrecords as a farmer, was coincidentally the
grandson of Anos Johnson who lived in the house until 1832. | t was Dwight
Towne whose nane becane attached to the property with the Holland nane. M2

O September 5, 1919, Alice B Wolsey, wife of Federal Justice John Minro
Wool sey, purchased the Holland- Towne house and it sfifty or so acres as a
summer cottage. The house served as guest quarters for friends of the

Wool seys' including: John Angel, the distinguished scul ptor who worked on the
Cat hedral of St. John the Divine i nNw York City; Louis B Wehle, nephew of
M. Justice Brandeis; and artist Rudoph Ruzicka, widely known for his book
design, typography, and woodcuts.

The Hol | and- Towne House, a nodest second period, center-chimey dwelling, is a
rare exanple of the earliest surviving domestic building formin central
Massachusetts. Essentially tw roons deep with a small |obby entrance in
front of the central stair and chimmey, this house type is increasingly being
described with the term Cape Cod style, whether actually located on the Cape
o not.~N | tisaresidential formderived from English vernacul ar
precedent in a post-medieval tradition and transportedto the American
colonies. The center-chimey house plan was built ineither one or two
stories, each with simlar roomorganization, usage, and structural system
The distinction between one- and two-story houses pertainedto the wealth and
social pretensions of their owners.

As one of only a few such dwellings of m d-eighteenth century construction in
the Petersham area, the Holland- Towne House nay possess features that are
unique to i talone as well as features apparently characteristic specifically
to Petersham The arrangement of wought iron eyes inthe ceilings in front
of the fireplaces i nthe chanber and the kitchen seens to indicate that a
cradl e was suspended from one and |arger bed or bedhanging from the other.
Evi dence of these ceilings hooks has not been found in other houses of the
region. In the chamber to the right of the entry are elements that parallel
those of other local houses of similar date. These are the sliding

candl eshel f between the cupboards to the left of the fireplace and the large,
doubl e door cupboard that traditionally held a fold-down bed. A similar
original folding bed is found nearby at the Captain Brown House on East
Street. The sliding candleshelf and bed are idiosyncratic in Petersham

(continued)
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The architectural distinction of the "Little (Wbolsey) cottage on the Hill"
was recognized in Septenber 1938, when menbers of the Wal pole Society nade a
pilgrimage to itshilltop site. The Walpole Society, founded inHartford,
Connecticut, in 1910, was an association of collectors who shared an interest
in early American arts and crafts and enjoyed conpanionship of |ike-m nded
antiquarians. The Society journeyed to sites of special historic and
architectural merit, including sone as far away from New England as Virginia.
Judge Wbol sey becane a nenber of the Wl pole Society in 1916. O Septenber
23, 1938, two days after a devastating hurricane, nenbers of the Society
visited the Wl pole property. Norman Morrison |Isham Rhode |sland's highly
regarded restoration architect, was anmong those present. His account of the
architectural explorations nade that day describes the old house with it svery
interesting interior sheathing, and unique arrangenent of paneling. AeMm

The form of the large barn on the site demonstrates the change from English to
what has been termed the New England barn type, the evolutionof which
gradual l'y occurred from about 1800 to 1850. The location of the double-leaved
door on the long north side my indicateda pre-1800 constructiondate (the
English barn style) with subsequent adaptations and modifications. These
adaptations characteristically involved the addition of longitudinal bays and
the relocation or addition of a door into the gable end. This procedure also
frequently required relocating the door to one side of the gable end and
constructing a shed extension along the side wall (inthis case, the south
side) to produce the desired spatial configurationto acconmodate a |arger
scale of farm operations and machinery. Thus the typical nethod of barn
moderni zation in New England is well portrayed by the barn at the

Hol | and- Towne House. M-~ A survey of Massachusetts barns conducted for
Sturbridge Village in the 1970s reveals that few of these "nodernized" English
barns still exist inrecognizable formin the central part of

Massachusetts. (s’ The ca. 1800 date of the barn is also confirmed by
wrought nails holding itsweathered siding to fram ng menbers.

The sixteen-and-a-half acres of land surrounding the Holland- Towne House and
Barn reflect the core portion of the nearly fifty acres associated with the
1752 construction, rendering the site significant for itslandscape. The
unspoiled rural setting at the top of WArd Hill retains old drylaid fieldstone
wal |'s, neadow ands on which hay is still harvested, and considerable anounts
of second-growth forest. Wth devel opment rapidly encroaching on the rural
quality of this upland region of Massachusetts, few of the post-medieval field
patterns with dwelling and barn remain. When Al i ce Wbol sey acquired the
property in 1919, she had the site surveyed and created a plan to maintain the
| andscape which called for keeping the extensive pine woods on the western
acres, the stone walls nmeandering through the land, and a spring and brush
swanp south of the house and barn. The cow pass from lower to upper pasture
across Ward Hill Road was also identified on the plan, a copy of which is on

(continued)
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file at theWrcester County land records office.

The Hol | and- Towne House and | andscape area rare andintact property that
significantly contributes t oour understanding of theearliest settlement of
Pet ersham Massachusetts. Both thehouse andthebarn areimportant surviving
architectural artifacts that enbody characteristics of thecolonial periodof
bui l ding design and construction, and enhance our perception of therural New
Engl and agricultural econony prior t01919. Finally, theHolland-Towne House
is significant for its owners' participation i nShays' Rebellion, a
post-Revolutionary Vér insurrection that took place i ncentral Massachusetts
and that helped lead t otheadoption of thefederal constitution.

(end)
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(continued)



C 261

E\IMNtl) Pom 1MOfr« OMI tppni'W Mt fat««>r«

United Statea Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Hol |l and- Towne House
Petersham, M\

Section number A/ Page °

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association. Erected i nl1752, i ti sanong
Petersham s earliest extant dwellings and i simportant tothehistory of
Massachusetts as one of a small nunber of farms which survive with their
fields, stone walls, barn, and forest land intact, thereby providing
physical evidence for interpretation of theregion's development. |tisa
rare local exenplar of md-eighteenth century domestic architecture, and
pre-dates theincorporationof theTown of Petersham by two years,
reflecting thesinple lifestyle of itsearly inhabitantsas well asthe
agricultural econony which characterized this part of Massachusetts. The
barn on thesite, of late eighteenth or early nineteenth century
construction, i salso an uncommon survivor. Both buildings retain
distinctive hall mrks of type, period, and method of assembly and finish.
Additionally, of theapproximately forty-five acres formngthe
surrounding |andscape of the Holland- Towne House whi ch conprisethe
original boundaries of theHolland family agricultural holdings of the
m d-ei ghteenth century, thesixteen and a half acres included i nthis
nom nation form t hecore of that original plot of Iand. The property
retains itsearly system of stone walls. The property i salso significant
for itsconnection tolLuther Holland, an early owner who establishedthe
first brick yard i ntown, and, with his brother. Park, an inportant
mlitary figure i nShays's Rebellion (1786-1787).

(end)
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Survey # e other
I lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 16.5 acres
UTM References
J oL B J oL J oL
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
JoL L1 R R I B I I

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description .

As recorded i ntheWrcester Gounty Court House, 2 Min Street, \Wrcester, Mssachusetts
the parcel of land upon which this resource sits is #547. The boundary of f"nd being
nomnated i s delineated i nthe acconpanying Plan of Land. See Sketch #1. Aconplete
boundary description is found i nDeed book 2188, Page 427.

| 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the immedi ate environs of the Holland-Towne House that maintain
contributing historic integrity. The netes and bounds correspond to a surveyor's assess-
nent of thesite conpleted i n 1985 which was prepared with theintention of subdividing

this parcel. A subdivision never took place. e boundary corresponds to that established
for thepreservation restrictions held by the Society for the Preservation of Nw Engl and
Anti qui ties. U Se catinetion shegt

11 FormPrepared By

redtitle Karen L. Jessup, "adley Parker, Mry Hennessy w Betsy Friedberg, NR Drector
agnzaion Massachusetts Historical  Goi nnission e June 1988
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aty a tom Boston state MA zip code 02116
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Significance;

No area of significance i sindicated corresponding with
eligibility under criterion B, Please provide.

The case for theproperty's agricultural significancerelies on
its character as an intact settlement-era farmstead replete with
dwelling, barn, fields, secondary forest, and a system of stone
walls; however, less than half of thehistoric acreage i s being
nom nated. The justification for nomnating only thel6.5 acres
protected by t heeasenent was because of a subdivision plan which
was not realized. Thus t heboundary represents a line of
convenience which severely impairs theproperty's integrity as an
intact farmstead--it seens toonly represent an approriate
setting for thehouse and barn. Does theoriginal historically
related acreage retain integrity as well? Please review and
revise boundary and/or justification accordingly.

Pl ease provide justificationfor theperiod of significance
termnus of 1939. Vés this an arbitrary cut-off, and i fso,
why? The statement of significance states that t heproperty can
enhance our perception of therural New England agricultural
econony prior to 1919. Thus, was 1919 intended t obe the
termnus? Please address.

Classification:

Both building{s) and structure arechecked. Please choose one
category which i snost appropriate and delete any others.
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Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16) Complete eacfi item by marking "x" in tfie appropriate box or by entering
tfie requested information. If an item does not apply to tfie property t)eing oocumented. enter "N/A" for "not applicable " For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only tfie categories and subcategories listed in the instructions For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-9CXja). Type all entries

1. Name of Property
historic name The Hol l1and - Towne HQI5;P
otfier names/site number

2. Location

street & number Massachusett’'; RnntP ~2? N/A' not for publication
city, toon  Petersham N~ vicinity
state Massachusetts coide Mfl county WorrpstPr code .02Z- zip code 01366

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Cxi private [ 3 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
! I public-local I ldistrict ? buildings
| ipublic-State i Isite sites
| | public-Federal n structure 1 structures
I iobject objects
3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination d j request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my oointon, the property LS.nieets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuatiiam sheet. n

Sgnature o certifying official ExB Cuti™ DIrector, Massachusetts Historical A Commission: A

State Historic Prpsprvatinn nffirpr
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EZI meets i Idoes not meet the National Register criteria. L iSee continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property Is:

PR~ntered in the National Register.
i | See continuation sheet,

d | determined eligible for the National
Register, j | See continuation sheet.

i [determined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National Register.
CJ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Tne iloiianc
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling
Agriculture / Agricultural Qutbuilding;
Agricultural Field

Landscape / Whoccupi ed Land; For est

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonial / Cape Cod

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

'ne noust:

Peter snarm

Current Functions (enter categones from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling

Agriculture / Agricultural Qutbuilding:

Agricultural Field
Landscape / Uhoccupi ed Land; Forest

Materials (enter categories trom instructions)

foundation Stone / Granite

walls Viod / Vat her boar d
roof _ Asphalt
other

The Hol | and- Towne House and Barn arelocated i nt henorthern portion of

Petersham a small highland residential
County, central Massachusetts. Built
story, remarkably intact center-chimey,

community i nnorthwestern Wrcester
i n1752, thehouse i sa one-and-a-half
second period vernacul ar residence

that exhibits characteristics confirmngits md-eighteenth century origin.

The sinple building sits onitsoriginal

site whose rural setting of gently

rolling hills, broad nmeadows, and forestland bordered by | owstone walls has
survived essentially unaltered for nore than two hundred years. A large and
intact vertically sheathed barn, probably dating fromtheturn of the 19th
century or before, conmpletes theunspoiled rural setting. The property, on
which hay i sstill harvested, reflects theregion's agricultural devel opment.
It i slocated approximtely three-quarters of amle northeast of the

Pet er sham Gommon Hi storic District

(NR/ 1982) .

The Hol | and- Towne House and Barn areone-fifth of amle up Vrd Hill Road, an
uni mproved private right-of-way of f Massachusetts Route 32, locally referred

to as North Main Street. Ward Hill

Road, al so known as Wol sey Lane,

intersects land hol dings of theWolsey famly of Canbridge, Massachusetts.
The Hol | and- Towne House i slocated on a rise 160 feet north of Ware Hill Road,

with the barn between i t and t heroad.
bet ween house and barn. The |andscape

A narrow, rutted cart path runs
imediately tothenorth and west

adjoins a large conservation area known as t heHarvard Forest. The only

nearby buildings arean 1838 G eek Revival

structure 475 feet southeast of the

Hol | and- Towne House, originally used as thetown hall for theconmnity of

Prescott and nmoved t othesite (NR 1989);
fronting on North Main Street at thefoot
Hol | and- Towne House i s used as a sunmer

and a nineteenth century house
of Ward Hill Road. The
cottage by friends of t heowners, and

the house on North Main Street i soccupied throughout theyear.

The three-bay Holland-Tovrne House, oriented on an east-west axis,
appropriately faces south, as was common during i t sconstructionperiod dueto
of theextremes of New England weather and t heinportance of absorbing as ruch
heat as possible from thesoutherly winter sun. The building exhibitsthe
simple, one-and-a-half story, two-roomdeep, center-chimey plan of the Cape
Cod style house. ™A | tsoriginal hand-hewn, pegged and chanfered heavy

fx| See continuation sheet
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timber framng with cross bracing is typical of domestic architecture of its
region and era. The house sits on a low fieldstone foundation nmeasuring
approxi mtely twenty-seven by thirty-seven feet. The exterior of the 1752
building is sheathed with white-painted wood clapboards on al | four sides and
is defined at the junctions of the walls by narrow cornerboards. Sone early
cl apboards remain, particularlyat the west end, and their nuch-weathered
condition nay indicate they were unpainted for sonme time. A neutral ca. 1930
rear addition, sheathed with stained vertical wood siding, is compatible in
scale, form and materials, and does not conpromise the integrity of the
resource. This addition is screened by vegetation and is sited to mnimze
its presence while giving prominence to the original building. The noderately
pitched gable roof of the original building is clad with dark grey asphalt
shingles, itsline broken only by the central brick chimey and tw gabled
dormers on the rear, or north side. The chinmey appears to have been rebuilt
or at least repointed since 1752, as would be expected. The provenance of the
dormers i s unknown; physical exam nation does not definitively reveal date of
construction.

The symmetrical south facade of the Holland- Towne House serves as the entrance
front; itscentral doorway is flanked by one w ndow on either side, each
evenly spaced within the wall plane. A single granite slab leads to the
panel | ed wood door whose surround consists of a five-light trabeated transom
flanked by plain trimboards. The sinply enframed twelve-over-twelve,

doubl e- hung wood sash wi ndows with operable shutters are set up high, close to
the eave, as is typical with this housetype. The east and west gable ends are
both pierced by one six-over-six sash windowin the attic gable, and a

twel ve-over-twel ve sash windowon the first level in each of the two front
rooms. The east elevation also contains a narrow French-style double door,
not original to the building, but with enfranmement and placenent consistent
with the house's original features. The north elevation is broken by a
characteristic twelve-over-twelve sash window and a small three-over-three

W ndow.

Two single wi ndow gable dormers exhibit eight-over-eight, double-hung sash and
are sheathed on the sides with unpainted wood shingles. The dorner w ndows
are of appropriate size and pane configuration for this style of building, but
are not likely original construction. A ca. 1930 one-story addition is
attached to the house at the northeast corner, and is covered with vertical
wood siding, stained a mediumgrey. |Itsrooflineis [ower that that of the
1752 construction. A one-story screened porch on the north side connects the
original house with the rear ell.

The interior of the Holland-Towne House retains its 1752 plan with two front
roons flanking the center chimejr and a full-width kitchen to the rear. Itis

(continued)
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conceivable that the kitchen my have at one time been divided, with a small
roomon the east end, but this is conjecture and not clearly supported by
physical evidence. Interior panelled doors, trim hardware, random w dth wood
floors, and wall material are original or of early nineteenth century
provenance. The front entrance opens into a small hall or porch which |eads
to the parlor on the left (west) and the chanber on the right (east). The
wall's of the east chanmber are plaster covering riven lath with horizontal
sheathing on the lower half, formng a wainscot. The fireplace here is capped
with a simple mantel and frame. |In this chanber are |ocated features that are
believed to be rare surviving characteristics of Petersham second-period
houses, specifically a sliding candle shelf to the left of the fireplaceand a
built-in double-leaved cupboard which accoomodated a fol d-down bed.' ™" A
rare and possibly unique feature found in the chanber and the kitchen is the
arrangenment of wrought-iron eyes in the ceilings several feet in front of the
fireplaces. The eyes in the chanmber are placed in a rectangle tw feet by
five feet, suggesting the use of a suspended cradle, while those in the
kitchen my have supported a bhed or bed hanging as indicated by their handsone
bevel l ed panelling on the fireplacewall, which also contains tw cupboards
with simlarly panelled doors, and a sliding candle shelf. A nolded, eared
architrave defines the opening of the fireplace. The three remaining walls
are of plaster with sinmple beaded baseboard, beaded chair rail, and comice
mol di ngs. Both the parlor and the chanber lead into the kitchen at the rear.
The kitchen has remained nearly intact since original construction, withall
four walls covered by rough unpainted boards in an alternatingvertical and
horizontal pattern. Physical evidence suggests ceiling noldings my have been
added and reroved at a later date. The roomis dominated by a third-period
bake oven and narrow mantel shel f. Sone repointing appears to have taken place
in the hearth and the brick walls of the fireplace. The original back door on
the north wall now enters the screened porch of the addition, and a |ater set
of French doors on the east wall, compatible in scale and materials with
original detailing, |eads outdoors to a small brick patio at grade |level.

The two chanbers on the attic floor are lighted by their north-facing dorners
and reveal the original framng pattern of the roof with pegged cross bracing,
hand- hewn chanfered nmenbers and riven lath. Swedish maritime charts of the
early nineteenth century are permanently adhered to the interior wall of a
closet located at the northeast corner of the upper story.

The large barn, one-and-a-half stories, is gable-roofed with naturally

weat hered vertical board cladding. Essentially rectangular in plan, oriented
on a north-south axis, the barn has a shed extension running the full length
of I'ts south side. Large, double doors of painted, vertical boards open on
both the north and east sides of the building. The barn interior isoprimarily
open space with a hay loft at one end. The roof is covered with asphalt
shingles.

(continued)
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The Hol | and- Towne House, occupied occasionally, i scurrently i n a

wel | -maintained condition. The barn houses farm machinery that i sused i n the
hayi ng operation on t heproperty. 1 n1987, the Wolsey fam |y donated a
preservation easenent on t he Hol | and- Towne House and barn with 16.541 acresto

the Society for thePreservation of New England Antiquities i n Boston,
Massachusetts.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWhile prehistoric sites may have been present on t heproperty, no
archaeol ogi cal exploration has taken place t ouncover them However, the
environs nay have significant potential for historical/archaeological remains
and investigation could yield information about what i sknown locally asthe
Clay Pit, thefirst brick making establishment i nPetersham The brick yard

is described as having been located on Vard Hill behind theHolland- Towne
House.

(end)



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has consioered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally , |statewide [2 locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ZJA 5 ° [XdC -1 ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) N C | |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
. 175? - 1919 1752
Wir Irittiatr et ur p cal78300
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Hol | and, Captain Park Hol | and, Jonas

Hol | and, Lut her

State significance of property, and justify criteha, criteria considerations, and areas and pehods of significance noted above.

The Hol | and- Towne House retains integrity of location, design, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association. Erected i nl1752, i ti sanong
Petersham s earliest extant dwellings and i simportant tothehistory of
Massachusetts as one of a small nunmber of farms which survive with their
fields, stone walls, barn, and forest land intact, thereby providingphysical
evidence for interpretation of theregion's developnent. | tisarare local
exempl ar of m d-eighteenth domestic architecture, and pre-dates t he
incorporation of t he Town of Petersham by two years, reflecting the sinple
lifestyle of i tsearly inhabitantsas well as theagricultural econony which
characterized this part of Massachusetts. The barn on thesite, of late
eighteenth or very early nineteenth century construction, i salso an uncommon
survivor. Both buildingsretain distinctive hallmarks of tjrpe, period, and
met hod of assenmbly and finish. Additionally, of theapproximately forty-five
acres formng thesurrounding landscape of t he Hol | and- Towne House which
comprise theoriginal boundaries of theHolland famly agricultural holdings
of the md-eighteenth century, thesixteenand a half acres included i nthis
nom nation form thecore of that original plot of land. The property retains
its early system of stone walls. The property i salso significant for its
connection tolLuther Holland, an early owner who established thefirst brick
yard i ntown, and, with his brother. Park, an inmportant military figurein
Shays's Rebel lion (1786-1787). The Hol | and- Towne House and Bam fulfill
Criteria N and C of theNational rd.egister of Historic Places at theLocal
level. '

The tovm of Petersham i ncentral Massachusetts was granted under t he nane of
Ni chewaug i n1733 with seventy-two houselots drawn i nQOctober of that vyear.

[t incorporated under it spresent nane on April, 20 1754. W thin twenty years
of settlement, i n1792, theHolland famly cane t othecoimunity from
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. ™" At that time, N chewaug, a Native American
term nmeaning "hanmlet on thehill," was an isolated upland village defined by
few roads, agrist mll and a sawmill, and a plentitude of troubleswiththe

[X~I See continuation sheet
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10. Geograpfiical Data

Acreage of property approiximately 16.5 acree
UTM Relerences
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Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] See continuation sheet
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Fx| State historic preservation office
I ] Other State agency
I |Federal agency
I ILocal government
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e other
Specify repository:
Massachusetts Historical Coimission
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Zone Easting Northing
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pn See continuation sheet

As recorded i nthe Wrcester County Court House, 2 Min Street, \Wrcester, Massachusetts
the parcel of land upon which this resourcesits i s#547. The boundary of j*nd being
nomnated i s delineated inthe acconpanying Plan of Land. See Sketch #1. Aconplete
boundary description i sfound i n Deed book 2188, Page 427.

Boundary Justification

The. boundary includes the immediate envirans

of the Holland-Towne House

i | See continuation sheet

maintain

contributing historical integrity. The metes and bounds correspond to a surveyor's assess-
ment of the site completed in T985 which was prepared with the intention of subdividing

this parcel. A subdivision never took place.

The boundary corresponds to that established

for the preservation restrictions held by the Society for the Preservation of New England

Antiquities.
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| !See continuation sheet

namefite Karen L. Jessup, -gj-adley Parker, Mary Hennessy w/ Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission

street & number 80 Boyl ston Street
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date June 1988
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state MA Zip code 02116



DEC 26 1B

NP8 Form IOW* AN JOU-O0It

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Hol |l and- Towne House
Pet ersham, M

Section number 8 Page

local indigent population. In 1750, the proprietors' clerk, recorded sixty-one
famlies as property owners, of whomforty-seven resided inthe area. A
public address given on the 100th anniversary of Petershamdescribed the town
prior to 1790 as lacking a central core, with itsfew farmsteads widely

di spersed within a mle of the church, established in 1738.~"" The Holland
House was one of the farmsteads on the outer perimeter of settlement.

The ol dest extant building in Petershamis the Gy House (1740), a
single-story, gambrel-roofed, three bay, center-chimey dwelling. Three other
single-story, center-chimey houses have been recorded by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmi ssion as surviving, of which the Holland- Towne House i s one.

The Holland ancestors, originally from London, England, were a family of
soldiers, engineers, and investors. They settled first in Watertown and then
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. Wthin a year of the famly's arrival in

Pet ersham Jonas Holland built his farmstead at the top of Vard Hill, about
three-quarters of a mle northeast of the geographic center of the cotmunity.
Jonas, with his second wife, Bathsheba (lvory), raised four sons and two
daughters in the house, engaging in subsistence farmng and, with their sons,
establishing the first brickmaking enterpriseintow. The claypit for the
brickyard is on the hill behind the Holland- Towne House. Sons Luther and Park
Holland lived here until the age of majority and distinguishedthenselves in
military service during Shays' Rebellion. Wth Jonas's death in 1771, son
Jonat han acquired the property, which he conveyed to his brother Luther
sonetime prior to 1814

Park and Luther Holland's noteworthy participation in Shays' Rebellionis
chronicled inthe diary of the former.Both brothers, especially Park,

who was captain inthe Continental Arnmy and |ater a nenber of the General

Court of Massachusetts, fought in the Revolutionary W and later joined
others dissatisfied with post-war economc conditions and an inability of the
new Republic to conmpensate fully those who fought for its establishment.
Shays' insurrection, known for i tsleader Daniel Shays of nearby Pel ham
involved the Petersham area where in 1787 nearly all the local buildings
sheltered a nunber of Shays' nen as they fled the Republican army, hastily
raised to quell the rebellion. G ven the Holland brothers' involvement with
Daniel Shay, i tcan be assuned that troops were quartered at the Holland
homestead. Park Holland was a captain of the rebel forces, and his brother an
active participant. Shays' Rebellion is significant because i t made the state
legislature aware that the Confederation was powerless to protect itself from
invasion or domestic violence, which was a factor in the adoption of the
Federal Constitution.

The Hol | and- Towne House left the Holland fam ly on October 15, 1816, whenit s
then fifty acres were conveyed to W lliam Johnson, who also assuned

(continued)
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responsibility for running the brickyard. Johnson family records indicated
that Anos Johnson nmoved to the site in 1823 and hel ped brother Wlliam work

the farmuntil 1832, when the property, still intact with fifty acres, was
sold to Joseph Hinds. Various nenbers of the Hinds famly owned the farmstead
until it was purchased in 1877 by Dwight Towne for $1,400 from Mary Hinds

Peckham W to this point, brickmaking remained the chief livelihood of those
who owned the property, conplementing consistent agricultural operations.
Dwi ght Towne, listed in Petershamrecords as a farmer, was coincidentally the
grandson of Amos Johnson who lived in the house until 1832. | t was Dwight
Towne whose nane becarne attached to the property with the Holl and name.:]gl')

O Septenber 5 1919, Alice B Wolsey, wife of Federal Justice John Minro
Wool sey, purchased the Hol | and- Towne house and it sfifty or so acres as a
simmer cottage. The house served as guest quarters for friends of the

Wool seys' including: John Angel, the distinguished scul ptor who worked on the
Cat hedral of St. John the Divine i nNw York City; Louis B Wehle, nephew of
M. Justice Brandeis; and artist Rudoph Ruzicka, widely known for his book
design, typography, and woodcuts.

The Hol | and- Towne House, a nodest second period, center-chimey dwelling, is a
rare exanple of the earliest surviving domestic building formin central
Massachusetts. Essentially two roons deep with a small |obby entrance in
front of the central stair and chimmey, this house type i s increasingly being
described with the term Cape Cod style, whether actually located on the Cape
oo not.”A | tisaresidential formderived from Englishvernacul ar

precedent i n a post-medieval tradition and transportedto the American
colonies. The center-chimey house plan was built ineither one or two
stories, each with simlar roomorganization, usage, and structural system
The distinction between one- and two-story houses pertainedto the wealth and
social pretensions of their owners.

As one of only a few such dwellings of m d-eighteenth century construction in
the Petersham area, the Holland- Towne House nmay possess features that are
unique to i talone as well as features apparently characteristic specifically
to Petersham The arrangement of wought iron eyes inthe ceilings in front
of the fireplaces i nthe chanber and the kitchen seens to indicate that a
cradl e was suspended from one and |arger bed or bedhanging from the other.
Evidence of these ceilings hooks has not been found in other houses of the
region. In the chanber to the right of the entry are elements that parallel
those of other local houses of similar date. These are the sliding

candl eshel f between the cupboards to the left of the fireplace and the large,
doubl e door cupboard that traditionally held a fold-down bed. A similar
original folding bed is found nearby at the Captain Brown House on East
Street. The sliding candleshelf and bed are idiosyncratic in Petersham

(continued)
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The architectural distinction of the "Little (Wolsey) cottage on the Hill"
was recognized in Septenber 1938, when nenbers of the Wal pole Society made a
pilgrimage to i tshilltop site. The Walpole Society, founded i nHartford,
Connecticut, in 1910, was an association of collectors wo shared an interest
in early American arts and crafts and enjoyed conpanionship of |ike-m nded
antiquarians. The Society journeyed to sites of special historic and
architectural merit, including sone as far away from New England as Virginia.
Judge Wol sey becane a nenber of the Wal pole Society in 1916. O Septenber
23, 1938, two days after a devastating hurricane, menbers of the Society
visited the Wal pole property. Norman Morrison Isham Rhode Island's highly
regarded restoration architect, was anmong those present. His account of the
architectural explorations made that day describes the old house with itsvery
interesting interior sheathing, and unique arrangement of paneling. A~-M

The form of the large barn on the site denonstrates the change from English to
what has been terned the New England barn type, the evolutionof which
gradual Iy occurred from about 1800 to 1850. The location of the double-Ieaved
door on the long north side my indicateda pre-1800 constructiondate (the
English barn style) with subsequent adaptations and modifications. These
adaptations characteristically involved the addition of longitudinal bays and
the relocation or addition of a door into the gable end. This procedure also
frequently required relocating the door to one side of the gable end and
constructing a shed extension along the side wall (inthis case, the south
side) to produce the desired spatial configurationto acconmodate a |arger
scale of farm operations and machinery. Thus the typical nethod of barn
moderni zation in Nw England is well portrayed by the barn at the

Hol | and- Towne House. * A survey of Massachusetts barns conducted for
Sturbridge Village in the 1970s reveals that few of these "modernized" English
barns still exist inrecognizable formin the central part of

Massachusetts. (-'-2 The ca. 1800 date of the barn is also confirmed by
wrought nails holding itsweathered siding to framng menbers.

The sixteen-and-a-half acres of land surrounding the Holland- Towne House and
Barn reflect the core portion of the nearly fifty acres associated with the
1752 construction, rendering the site significant for i tslandscape. The
unspoiled rural setting at the top of Ward Hill retains old drylaid fieldstone
wal |'s, nmeadow ands on which hay is still harvested, and considerable amounts
of second-growth forest. Wth devel opment rapidly encroaching on the rural
quality of this upland region of Massachusetts, few of the post-medieval field
patterns with dwelling and barn remain. - Wen Al i ce Wol sey acquired the
property in 1919, she had the site surveyed and created a plan to maintain the
| andscape which called for keeping the extensive pine woods on the western
acres, the stone walls neandering through the land, and a spring and brush
swanp south of the house and barn. The cow pass from |ower to upper pasture
across Vard Hill Road was also identified on the plan, a copy of which is on

(continued)
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file at the Worcester County land records office.

The Hol | and- Towne House and | andscape area rare and intact property that
significantly contributes t oour understanding of theearliest settlement of
Pet ersham Massachusetts. Both thehouse and thebarn arelnmportant surviving
architectural artifacts that enbody characteristics of thecolonial period of
bui l ding design and construction, and enhance our perception of therural New
England agricultural econony prior to1919. Finally, theHolland-Towe House
is significant forits owners' participation i nShays' Rebellion, a

post-Revol utionary Vér insurrection that took place i ncentral Massachusetts
and that helped lead t ot headoption of thefederal constitution.

(end)
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wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association. Erected i nl752, i ti sanong
Petersham s earliest extant dwellings and i simportant tothehistory of
Massachusetts as one of a small nunber of farms which survive with their
fields, stone walls, barn, and forest land intact, thereby providing
physical evidence for interpretation of theregion's development. [ tisa
rare local exenplar of md-eighteenth century domestic architecture, and
pre-dates theincorporationof theTown of Petersham by two years,
reflecting thesinple lifestyle of i tsearly inhabitantsas well as the
agricultural econony which characterized this part of Massachusetts. The
barn on thesite, of late eighteenth or early nineteenth century
construction, i salso an uncommon survivor. Both buildings retain
distinctive hallmarks of type, period, and nethod of assenbly and finish.
Additionally, of theapproximately forty-five acres formngthe
surrounding |andscape of theHolland- Towne House which conmprisethe
original boundaries of theHolland famly agricultural holdings of the
m d-ei ghteenth century, thesixteen and a half acres included i nthis
nomnation form thecore of that original plot of land. The property
retains itsearly system of stone walls. The property i salso significant
for itsconnection tolLuther Holland, an early owner who establishedthe
first brick yard i ntown, and, with his brother. Park, an important
military figure i nShays's Rebellion (1786-1787).

(end)



O 26 199

NP8 Form 10-80(>« O0M8 »fpmil Ne. >0MA40ri
(sW)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Holl and- Towne House
) Pet er sham, MA
Section number 9 pgge 1

Howe, Jonas B Sketches of Petersham Natives. Athol, Massachusetts: Athol
Transcript Conpany, 1915.

Hubka, Thormas C Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn. Hanover, New
Hampshire:  Universitiesof New England Press, 1984.

Johnson, T.H, ed. The Oxford Companion to Anerican History. New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1966.

The Wal pole Society: 1938 Notebook. Boston, Massachusetts: The Wl pole
Society, 1938.

Wllson, Edmund Burke. An Address Delivered in Petersham Massachusetts, July
7, 1854, i n Comrenoration of the he Hundredth Anniversary... Bost on,
Massachusetts: Crosby and Nichols, 1855.

Woth, Lawence C The Walpole Society. Portland, Mine: The Anthoensen
Press, 1960.

Yaro, Robert. "Vanishing New England Land Patterns." Anherst,
Massachusetts: Center for Rural Massachusetts. A public lecture given at
a conference on Landscape Preservation, March 1988.



[EC 26 190

HPS Fom 1Mai>« OMB tifpnntt  Mo. VOUIOIt

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

_ The Holland-Towne House
Section nunnber 10 Pge 1 Petersham, MA

Athol Quadrangle

A. 18 731260 4709140
B. 18 731420 4709100
Barre Quadrangle

C. 18 731420 4708820
D. 18 731180 4708840



United States Department of the Interior [HC 26 199

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 10 Page The Holl and- Towne House
Petersham M\
KETCH #1
SITE PLAN
Hol | and Towne House NEIH

Vérd Hill Road
Pet er sham i Massachusetts

Scale ["=100



»*S H»m* 10-eCO*

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Histonc Places
Continuation Sheet

Tne Holland-Tow-ne House, Petersham, M assachusetts
Section number Pege —

XKETCH 2
A.OOR PLAN

Holland Towne House

Wad Hill Road
Pctersham, Massachusetts

Scale 1%—°c¢-

c./f3C AOD/T/OI'J

71 MALY HGUI

BARN

1/\

[EC 26 190



SI TE PLAN

Hol | and- Towne House
Vérd Hill Road
Pet er sham Massachusetts

Subj ect Property i slabeled as

Lot A andccanprises 16+ acres.

Stone wal | s al ong perineter
form boundari es.

I>L AH OP LAWO iH
PC reasHA M

pitPARS D fOft

emrrn £n”>neer.ng inc Pelrr3nAin Mjjj

ro



lay W
jhosej
Sorevd
ieresj
ioneyj
yntit]
‘herej
mstai
mce

leirsl
Joven<
issif

)r thi
‘hasei
said

iomel
io thi
mil dl
vnd i f
Jigns;j
lade

ipplll
uice

sign 61
yrofi|

ind ||
anto
DO
Dthe]
r N
van €l
seal 1
uen?
3ign(

7orc«
iana
10 te

that
tabu
aonwce
oy
trid
nent
sancc

3ank
308e,

Cn pi

forch



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSON

HoUand-ToMie House
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSEMS Worcester

DATE RECEIVED: 6/29/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: (g/io/oo
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: o/xj/.u

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002327

NOMINATOR: STATE

DETAILM© EVALUATION: vy

Ix<<CcCEPT RETURN REJECT crNI~ Vo " T3ATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY  COMMENTS

RECOM/CRITEEJA  OjCHUAGh 7A-ACiA
REVIEWER <Zd&<r/AMj [~ ' 1 ...

DISCIPLINE CUrlcA<JAA . AKIJZANERUA
DATE y/37AD (/ ~

DOCXmENTATION see attached comments Y/©see attached SLR/ME}



Cl ASSI r | CATI ON

count resource type
STATH FEDERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTT ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

_architectural classification

_materials

_descriptive text

SI G\ FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Buil der/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

suinmary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance t otheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity t osignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
EORAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps UBGS maps phot ographs presentation

O'HER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nmay bedirectedt o

Phone

Si gned Dat e

























































CC 26 193

Decenber 8, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

The Hol | and- Towne House, Massachusetts Route 32, Petersham (Worcester County),
Massachusetts, 01366

There has been no owner objections forthe above nentioned property.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before thenmeeting and
were afforded the opportunity to conment. GComments received to date are
attached to thenomnation form

Anne E Tait
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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June 15,1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

P ease find the Hlland - Towe Hbouse National Register Nomnation which was
returned on 2/9/90. All corrections have been nade for resubm ssion.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg O
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osur e:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Hocki ng Gounty
Ladi es Confort Station

NASSACHUSETTS S Hulberry St.
EssCM County Logan 3/ 09/ 90 90000382
Boardnan, John, House
First Period Buildings of Eastem Rassachusetts TR Knox County
6 Laurence Rd. HcFarland, Jaints, House
Boxford 3/09/90 90000361 7864 Newart Rd.

nount Vernon vicinity 3/09/90 90000384
North Hain—North Gay Streets Historic District

ni SSI SSI PPI Roughly bounded by Curtis St., N. Gay St., Public Sq.,
Harrison County . nam St.
Fisheman's Cottage flount Vemon 3/09/90 90000383
Biloxi HR

138 Laneuse St.

Ottaua County
Biloxi 3/09/90 84002182

Carroll Township Hall
Toussaint E. Rd.and Behinan Rd.
Oak Hariwr vicinity 3/09/90 90000385

NEU HRHPSHIRE
Belknap County Perry County
First Congregational Church Gltnford Bank
Church St, U of Hain St. nsin and Broad Sts.
Alton  3/09/90 90000386 Gltnford 3/09/90 90000389

Second Free Baptist Church
nam St., S of Church St.
Alton  3/09/90 90000387 OREGON
Clatsop County
Lanon, Peter and Haria, Houst
611 31st St.
Astoria 3/09/90 90000374

OREGON PENNSYLVANIA
Jackson County York County
Driver, E. Raynond, Houst Indian Steps Cabin
4140 Old Stage Rd. Indian Steps Rd.
o flirvill 3/09/90 90000416
Central Point vicinity 3/09/90 90000372
Lane County UISCONSIN
University of Oregon Library and Hcnorial Duadranglt Grant County
Kincaid St. at E. Fifteenth Ave. nam StPtit Conntrcial Historic District
Eugtne 3/09/90 90000370 Roughly bounded by Chtstnut. Furnace. Benson, Hincral,
Rultnonah County and Pine
Blake HcCall Conpany Building Plattcville 3/09/90 90000377
215 SE. Ankeny St.
Portland 3/09/ 90 90000371 nilwauktt County
Jacobbcrger, Josef, Houst East Brady Strtct Historic District
1502 SJ Upper Hall St. E. Bra® St. fron N. FarutU Ave. to N. Van Burcn St.
Portland 3/09/90 90000369 nilwauktt 3/09/90 90000363
Leuis, Ui Uian H, nodel House
2877 NU Uestover Rd. Sauk County
Portland 3/06/90 90000274 Our Lady of Loretto Ronan Catholic Church and Cenetery
Co. Huy. C, 1 ni. U of Denzer
Pol k County Homy Cntk 3/09/90 90000378

Dones, Ualter J., House
8240 Pacific Hy. U
Rickreal | vicinity 3/09/ 90 90000373 Hultiple Resource Areas areidentified by ffRA
Hultiple Property Subnissions areidentified by HPS
Thenatic Resources areidentified by TR

FENNSYLVAN A NHL designates a National Historic LanAiark

Erie Gounty

North East Historic District
Roughl y bounded by Division, N Lakt, Eaglt, N Ptarl, and G
ibson Sts.
North East 3/09/90 90000414

Lhion City Historic District
Roughl y bounded by Third, Hgh, Hain, and South Sts.
Union City 3/09/90 90000417

Uai erford Bourough Historic District
Roughly bounded by N Par« R, Hgh. u. First, andUalnut S
ts.
Uaterford 3/09/90 90000419

Uest 21stStreet Historic District
125—262 U. 21stSt. and 2614—2125 Sassafras St.
Erie 3/09/90 90000418

Philadelphia County
Kensington Branch of the Philadelphia YUCA
174 U. Allegheny Ave.
Philadelphia 3/09/90 90000415
Tacony nusic Hall
4815--19 Longshore Ave.
Philadelphia 3/09/90 90000413



