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1. Name of Property 
historic name The Holland - Towne Hou-sp 
other names/site number 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

street & number M a s s a c h u s e t t , * ; R n i i t P 
Petersham 

NIZAI not for publication 

f i l / j ^ vicinity city, town 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code ^ county W n r r p s t p r zip code 01366 027 

3. Classification 
Ownership ot Property 

f x l private 

1 I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

Fx l building(s) 

I I district 

I I site 

Fx l structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

_ 2 

PL 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opir\ion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Executi<4 Di rec tor , Massachusetts H is to r i ca l 
S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i n n O f f i r p r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Cormiission; 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5 . N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

H J other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



The Holland-Towne House, Petersham, MA M 26̂ 969 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic / Single Dwellinq 
Agriculture / Agricultural Outbuilding; 

Agricultural Field 
Landscape / Unoccupied Land; Forest 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic / Single Dwelling 
Agr icu l ture / Agr icu l tu ra l Outbui ld ing;  

"Agr icu l tu ra l F ie ld  
Landscape / Unoccupied Land; Forest 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Colonial / Cape Cod 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

Stone / Granite 
Wood / Weatherboard 

roof _ 
other 

Asphalt 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Holland-Towne House and Barn are located i n the northern portion of 
Petersham, a small highland r e s i d e n t i a l community i n northwestern Worcester 
County, central Massachusetts. B u i l t i n 1752, the house i s a one-and-a-half 
story, remarkably i n t a c t center-chimney, second period vernacular residence 
that exhibits characteristics confirming i t s mid-eighteenth century o r i g i n . 
The simple building s i t s on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e whose r u r a l setting of gently 
r o l l i n g h i l l s , broad meadows, and forestland bordered by low stone walls has 
survived essentially unaltered for more than two hundred years. A large and 
int a c t v e r t i c a l l y sheathed barn, probably dating from the turn of the 19th 
century or before, completes the unspoiled r u r a l s e t t i n g . The property, on 
vrfiich hay i s s t i l l harvested, r e f l e c t s the region's a g r i c u l t u r a l development. 
I t i s located approximately three-quarters of a mile northeast of the 
Petersham Common Historic D i s t r i c t (NR 1982). 

The Holland-Towne House and Barn are o n e - f i f t h of a mile up Ward H i l l Road, an 
unimproved private right-of-way o f f Massachusetts Route 32, l o c a l l y referred 
to as North Main Street. Ward H i l l Road, also known as Woolsey Lane, 
intersects land holdings of the Woolsey family of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The Holland-Towne House i s located on a ri s e 160 feet north of Ward H i l l Road, 
with t:he barn between i t and the road. A narrow, r u t t e d cart path runs 
between house and barn. The landscape immediately to the north and west 
adjoins a large conservation area known as the Harvard Forest. The only 
nearby buildings are an 1838 Greek Revival structure 475 feet southeast of the 
Holland-Towne House, o r i g i n a l l y used as the town h a l l f o r the coimnunity of 
Prescott and moved to the s i t e (NR 1989); and a nineteenth century house 
fro n t i n g on North Main Street at the foot of Ward H i l l Road. The 
Holland-Towne House i s used as a summer cottage by friends of the owners, and 
the house on North Main Street i s occupied throughout the year. 

The three-bay Holland-Towne House, oriented on an east-west axis, 
appropriately faces south, as was common during i t s construction period due to 
of the extremes of New England weather and the importance of absorbing as much 
heat as possible from the southerly winter sun. The building exhibits the 
simple, one-and-a-half story, two-room-deep, center-chimney plan of the Cape 
Cod style house. ̂-'•̂  I t s o r i g i n a l hand-hewn, pegged and chamfered heavy 

m See continuation sheet 
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timber framing with cross bracing i s t y p i c a l of domestic architecture of i t s 
region and era. The house s i t s on a low fieldstone foundation measuring 
approximately twenty-seven by thirty-seven feet. The exterior of the 1752 
building i s sheathed with white-painted wood clapboards on a l l four sides and 
i s defined at the junctions of the walls by narrow cornerboards. Some early 
clapboards remain, p a r t i c u l a r l y at the west end, and t h e i r much-weathered 
condition may indicate they were unpainted fo r some time. A neutral ca. 1930 
rear addition, sheathed with stained v e r t i c a l wood siding, i s compatible i n 
scale, form, and materials, and does not compromise the i n t e g r i t y of the 
resource. This addition i s screened by vegetation and i s sited to minimize 
i t s presence while giving prominence to the o r i g i n a l building. The moderately 
pitched gable roof of the o r i g i n a l building i s clad with dark grey asphalt 
shingles, i t s l i n e broken only by the central brick chimney and two gabled 
dormers on the rear, or north side. The chimney appears to have been r e b u i l t 
or at least repointed since 1752, as would be expected. The provenance of the 
dormers i s unknown; physical examination does not d e f i n i t i v e l y reveal date of 
construction. 

The symmetrical south facade of the Holland-Towne House serves as the entrance 
f r o n t ; i t s central doorway i s flanked by one window on either side, each 
evenly spaced w i t h i n the wall plane. A single granite slab leads to the 
panelled wood door whose surround consists of a f i v e - l i g h t trabeated transom 
flanked by p l a i n t r i m boards. The simply enframed twelve-over-twelve, 
double-hung wood sash windows with operable shutters are set up high, close to 
the eave, as i s t y p i c a l with t h i s housetype. The east and west gable ends are 
both pierced by one six-over-six sash window i n the a t t i c gable, and a 
twelve-over-twelve sash window on the f i r s t l e v e l i n each of the two f r o n t 
rooms. The east elevation also contains a narrow French-style double door, 
not o r i g i n a l to the building, but with enframement and placement consistent 
with the house's o r i g i n a l features. The north elevation i s broken by a 
characteristic twelve-over-twelve sash window and a small three-over-three 
window. 

Two single window gable dormers exhibit eight-over-eight, double-hung sash and 
are sheathed on the sides with unpainted wood shingles. The dormer windows 
are of appropriate size and pane configuration f o r t h i s s t y l e of building, but 
are not l i k e l y o r i g i n a l construction. A ca. 1930 one-story addition i s 
attached to the house at the northeast comer, and i s covered with v e r t i c a l 
wood siding, stained a medium grey. I t s r o o f l i n e i s lower that that of the 
1752 construction. A one-story screened porch on the north side connects the 
o r i g i n a l house with the rear e l l . 

The i n t e r i o r of the Holland-Towne House retains i t s 1752 plan with two f r o n t 
rooms flanking the center chimney and a f u l l - w i d t h kitchen to the rear. I t i s 

(continued) 
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conceivable that the kitchen may have at one time been divided, with a small 
room on the east end, but t h i s is conjecture and not c l e a r l y supported by 
physical evidence. I n t e r i o r panelled doors, t r i m , hardware, random-width wood 
f l o o r s , and wall material are o r i g i n a l or of early nineteenth century 
provenance. The f r o n t entrance opens int o a small h a l l or porch which leads 
to the parlor on the l e f t (west) and the chamber on the r i g h t (east). The 
walls of the east chamber are plaster covering riven l a t h with horizontal 
sheathing on the lower h a l f , forming a wainscot. The fireplace here i s capped 
with a simple mantel and frame. I n t h i s chamber are located features that are 
believed to be rare surviving characteristics of Petersham second-period 
houses, s p e c i f i c a l l y a s l i d i n g candle shelf to the l e f t of the fireplace and a 
b u i l t - i n double-leaved cupboard which accommodated a fold-down bed.'^^^ A 
rare and possibly unique feature found i n the chamber and the kitchen i s the 
arrangement of wrought-iron eyes i n the ceilings several feet i n front of the 
fireplaces. The eyes i n the chamber are placed i n a rectangle two feet by 
f i v e f e e t , suggesting the use of a suspended cradle, while those i n the 
kitchen may have supported a bed or bed hanging as indicated by t h e i r handsome 
bevelled panelling on the fireplace w a l l , which also contains two cupboards 
with s i m i l a r l y panelled doors, and a s l i d i n g candle shelf. A molded, eared 
architrave defines the opening of the f i r e p l a c e . The three remaining walls 
are of plaster with simple beaded baseboard, beaded chair r a i l , and comice 
moldings. Both the parlor and the chamber lead i n t o the kitchen at the rear. 
The kitchen has remained nearly i n t a c t since o r i g i n a l construction, with a l l 
four walls covered by rough unpainted boards i n an a l t e r n a t i n g v e r t i c a l and 
horizontal pattern. Physical evidence suggests c e i l i n g moldings may have been 
added and removed at a l a t e r date. The room i s dominated by a third-period 
bake oven and narrow mantelshelf. Some repointing appears to have taken place 
i n the hearth and the brick walls of the f i r e p l a c e . The o r i g i n a l back door on 
the north wall now enters the screened porch of the addition, and a l a t e r set 
of French doors on the east w a l l , compatible i n scale and materials with 
o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g , leads outdoors to a small brick patio at grade l e v e l . 

The two chambers on the a t t i c f l o o r are lighted by t h e i r north-facing dormers 
and reveal the o r i g i n a l framing pattern of the roof with pegged cross bracing, 
hand-hewn chamfered members and riven l a t h . Swedish maritime charts of the 
early nineteenth century are permanently adhered to the i n t e r i o r wall of a 
closet located at the northeast corner of the upper story. 

The large barn, one-and-a-half s t o r i e s , i s gable-roofed with naturally 
weathered v e r t i c a l board cladding. Essentially rectangular i n plan, oriented 
on a north-south axis, the barn has a shed extension running the f u l l length 
of i t s south side. Large, double doors of painted, v e r t i c a l boards open on 
both the north and east sides of the building. The barn i n t e r i o r i s primarily 
open space with a hay l o f t at one end. The roof i s covered with asphalt 
shingles. 

(continued) 
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The Holland-Towne House, occupied occasionally, i s currently i n a 
well-maintained condition. The barn houses farm machinery that i s used i n the 
haying operation on the property. I n 1987, the Woolsey family donated a 
preservation easement on the Holland-Towne House and barn with 16.541 acres to 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Ant i q u i t i e s i n Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While prehistoric sites may have been present on the property, no 
archaeological exploration has taken place to uncover them. However, the 
environs may have s i g n i f i c a n t potential f o r historical/archaeological remains 
and investigation could y i e l d information about what i s known l o c a l l y as the 
Clay P i t , the f i r s t brick making establishment i n Petersham. The brick yard 
i s described as having been located on Ward H i l l behind the Holland-Towne 
House. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally Q statewide Hx] locally 

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria | X 1 A [ X ] B [ X ] C | | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q B Q C | | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A g r i r i i l t i i r P 1752 - 1939 1752 
A r r h i t p r t i i r p 1787 

c a . 1800 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Holland, Captain Park Holland. Jonas 
Holland, Luther 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Holland-Towne House retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association. Erected i n 1752, i t i s among 
Petersham's e a r l i e s t extant dwellings and i s important to the history of 
Massachusetts as one of a small number of farms which survive with t h e i r 
f i e l d s , stone walls, barn, and forest land i n t a c t , thereby providing physical 
evidence for i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the region's development. I t i s a rare l o c a l 
exemplar of mid-eighteenth domestic architecture, and pre-dates the 
incorporation of the Town of Petersham by two years, r e f l e c t i n g the simple 
l i f e s t y l e of i t s early inhabitants as well as the a g r i c u l t u r a l economy which 
characterized t h i s part of Massachusetts. The barn on the s i t e , of l a t e 
eighteenth or very early nineteenth century construction, i s also an uncommon 
survivor. Both buildings r e t a i n d i s t i n c t i v e hallmarks of type, period, and 
method of assembly and f i n i s h . A d ditionally, of the approximately f o r t y - f i v e 
acres forming the surrounding landscape of the Holland-Towne House which 
comprise the o r i g i n a l boundaries of the Holland family a g r i c u l t u r a l holdings 
of the mid-eighteenth century, the sixteen and a hal f acres included i n t h i s 
nomination form the core of that o r i g i n a l plot of land. The property retains 
i t s early system of stone walls. The property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s 
connection to Luther Holland, an early owner who established the f i r s t brick 
yard i n town, and, with his brother. Park, an important m i l i t a r y figure i n 
Shays's Rebellion (1786-1787). The Holland-Towne House and Bam f u l f i l l 
C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places at the Local 
l e v e l . 

The town of Petersham i n central Massachusetts was granted under the name of 
Nichewaug i n 1733 with seventy-two houselots drawn i n October of that year. 
I t incorporated under i t s present name on A p r i l , 20 1754. Within twenty years 
of settlement, i n 1792, the Holland family came to the community from 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.^-^^ At that time, Nichewaug, a Native American 
term meaning "hamlet on the h i l l , " was an isolated upland v i l l a g e defined by 
few roads, a g r i s t m i l l and a saw m i l l , and a plentitude of troubles with the 

fx"! See continuation sheet 
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l o c a l indigent population. I n 1750, the proprietors' clerk recorded sixty-one 
families as property owners, of whom forty-seven resided i n the area. A 
public address given on the 100th anniversary of Petersham described the town 
prior to 1790 as lacking a central core, with i t s few farmsteads widely 
dispersed with i n a mile of the church, established i n 1 7 3 8 . T h e Holland 
House was one of the farmsteads on the outer perimeter of settlement. 

The oldest extant building i n Petersham i s the Gay House (1740), a 
single-story, gambrel-roofed, three bay, center-chimney dwelling. Three other 
single-story, center-chimney houses have been recorded by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission as surviving, of which the Holland-Towne House i s one. 

The Holland ancestors, o r i g i n a l l y from London, England, were a family of 
soldiers, engineers, and investors. They settled f i r s t i n Watertown and then 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. Within a year of the family's a r r i v a l i n 
Petersham, Jonas Holland b u i l t his farmstead at the top of Ward H i l l , about 
three-quarters of a mile northeast of the geographic center of the community. 
Jonas, with his second wife, Bathsheba ( I v o r y ) , raised four sons and two 
daughters i n the house, engaging i n subsistence farming and, with t h e i r sons, 
establishing the f i r s t brickmaking enterprise i n town. The c l a y p i t f o r the 
brickyard i s on the h i l l behind the Holland-Towne House. Sons Luther and Park 
Holland l i v e d here u n t i l the age of majority and distinguished themselves i n 
m i l i t a r y service during Shays' Rebellion. With Jonas's death i n 1771, son 
Jonathan acquired the property, which he conveyed to his brother Luther 
sometime pri o r to 1814. 

Park and Luther Holland's noteworthy p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Shays' Rebellion i s 
chronicled i n the diary of the f o r m e r . B o t h brothers, especially Park, 
who was captain i n the Continental Army and l a t e r a member of the General 
Court of Massachusetts, fought i n the Revolutionary War and l a t e r joined 
others d i s s a t i s f i e d with post-war economic conditions and an i n a b i l i t y of the 
new Republic to compensate f u l l y those who fought for i t s establishment. 
Shays' insurrection, known for i t s leader Daniel Shays of nearby Pelham, 
involved the Petersham area where i n 1787 nearly a l l the l o c a l buildings 
sheltered a number of Shays' men as they f l e d the Republican army, h a s t i l y 
raised to quell the r e b e l l i o n . Given the Holland brothers' involvement with 
Daniel Shay, i t can be assumed that troops were quartered at the Holland 
homestead. Park Holland was a captain of the rebel forces, and his brother an 
active p a r t i c i p a n t . Shays' Rebellion i s s i g n i f i c a n t because i t made the state 
l e g i s l a t u r e aware that the Confederation was powerless to protect i t s e l f from 
invasion or domestic violence, which was a factor i n the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution. 

The Holland-Towne House l e f t the Holland family on October 15, 1816, when i t s 
then f i f t y acres were conveyed to William Johnson, who also assumed 

(continued) 
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for running the brickyard. Johnson family records indicated 
that Amos Johnson moved to the s i t e i n 1823 and helped brother William work 
the farm u n t i l 1832, when the property, s t i l l i n t a c t with f i f t y acres, was 
sold to Joseph Hinds. Various members of the Hinds family owned the farmstead 
u n t i l i t was purchased i n 1877 by Dwight Towne for $1,400 from Mary Hinds 
Peckham. Up to t h i s point, brickmaking remained the chief l i v e l i h o o d of those 
who owned the property, complementing consistent a g r i c u l t u r a l operations. 
Dwight Towne, l i s t e d i n Petersham records as a farmer, was coincidentally the 
grandson of Amos Johnson who li v e d i n the house u n t i l 1832. I t was Dwight 
Towne whose name became attached to the property with the Holland name.^^^ 

On September 5, 1919, Alice B. Woolsey, wife of Federal Justice John Munro 
Woolsey, purchased the Holland-Towne house and i t s f i f t y or so acres as a 
summer cottage. The house served as guest quarters f o r friends of the 
Woolseys' including: John Angel, the distinguished sculptor who worked on the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine i n New York City; Louis B. Wehle, nephew of 
Mr. Justice Brandeis; and a r t i s t Rudoph Ruzicka, widely known for his book 
design, typography, and woodcuts. 

The Holland-Towne House, a modest second period, center-chimney dwelling, i s a 
rare example of the e a r l i e s t surviving domestic building form i n central 
Massachusetts. Essentially two rooms deep with a small lobby entrance i n 
front of the central s t a i r and chimney, t h i s house type i s increasingly being 
described with the term Cape Cod s t y l e , whether actually located on the Cape 
or not.^^^ I t i s a r e s i d e n t i a l form derived from English vernacular 
precedent i n a post-medieval t r a d i t i o n and transported to the American 
colonies. The center-chimney house plan was b u i l t i n either one or two 
stories, each with similar room organization, usage, and s t r u c t u r a l system. 
The d i s t i n c t i o n between one- and two-story houses pertained to the wealth and 
social pretensions of t h e i r owners. 

As one of only a few such dwellings of mid-eighteenth century construction i n 
the Petersham area, the Holland-Towne House may possess features that are 
unique to i t alone as well as features apparently characteristic s p e c i f i c a l l y 
to Petersham. The arrangement of wrought i r o n eyes i n the ceilings i n f r o n t 
of the fireplaces i n the chamber and the kitchen seems to indicate that a 
cradle was suspended from one and larger bed or bedhanging from the other. 
Evidence of these ceilings hooks has not been found i n other houses of the 
region. I n the chamber to the r i g h t of the entry are elements that p a r a l l e l 
those of other l o c a l houses of similar date. These are the s l i d i n g 
candleshelf between the cupboards to the l e f t of the fireplace and the large, 
double door cupboard that t r a d i t i o n a l l y held a fold-down bed. A similar 
o r i g i n a l folding bed i s found nearby at the Captain Brown House on East 
Street. The s l i d i n g candleshelf and bed are idiosyncratic i n Petersham. 

(continued) 
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The a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n of the " L i t t l e (Woolsey) cottage on the H i l l " 
was recognized i n September 1938, when members of the Walpole Society made a 
pilgrimage to i t s h i l l t o p s i t e . The Walpole Society, founded i n Hartford, 
Connecticut, i n 1910, was an association of collectors who shared an in t e r e s t 
i n early American arts and crafts and enjoyed companionship of like-minded 
antiquarians. The Society journeyed to sites of special h i s t o r i c and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l merit, including some as far away from New England as V i r g i n i a . 
Judge Woolsey became a member of the Walpole Society i n 1916. On September 
23, 1938, two days aft e r a devastating hurricane, members of the Society 
v i s i t e d the Walpole property. Norman Morrison Isham, Rhode Island's highly 
regarded restoration a r c h i t e c t , was among those present. His account of the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l explorations made that day describes the old house with i t s very 
in t e r e s t i n g i n t e r i o r sheathing, and unique arrangement of paneling. ̂-'•'̂^ 

The form of the large barn on the s i t e demonstrates the change from English to 
what has been termed the New England barn type, the evolution of which 
gradually occurred from about 1800 to 1850. The location of the double-leaved 
door on the long north side may indicated a pre-1800 construction date (the 
English barn s t y l e ) with subsequent adaptations and modifications. These 
adaptations c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y involved the addition of longitudinal bays and 
the relocation or addition of a door i n t o the gable end. This procedure also 
frequently required relocating the door to one side of the gable end and 
constructing a shed extension along the side wall ( i n t h i s case, the south 
side) to produce the desired s p a t i a l configuration to accommodate a larger 
scale of farm operations and machinery. Thus the t y p i c a l method of barn 
modernization i n New England i s well portrayed by the barn at the 
Holland-Towne House. ̂-'--̂•̂  A survey of Massachusetts barns conducted for 
Sturbridge Village i n the 1970s reveals that few of these "modernized" English 
barns s t i l l e xist i n recognizable form i n the central part of 
Massachusetts. (•'•2̂  The ca. 1800 date of the barn i s also confirmed by 
wrought nails holding i t s weathered siding to framing members. 

The sixteen-and-a-half acres of land surrounding the Holland-Towne House and 
Barn r e f l e c t the core portion of the nearly f i f t y acres associated with the 
1752 construction, rendering the s i t e s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s landscape. The 
unspoiled r u r a l setting at the top of Ward H i l l retains old dr y l a i d fieldstone 
walls, meadowlands on which hay i s s t i l l harvested, and considerable amounts 
of second-growth fo r e s t . With development rapidly encroaching on the r u r a l 
q u a l i t y of t h i s upland region of Massachusetts, few of the post-medieval f i e l d 
patterns with dwelling and barn remain. When Alice Woolsey acquired the 
property i n 1919, she had the s i t e surveyed and created a plan to maintain the 
landscape which called for keeping the extensive pine woods on the western 
acres, the stone walls meandering through the land, and a spring and brush 
swamp south of the house and barn. The cow pass from lower to upper pasture 
across Ward H i l l Road was also i d e n t i f i e d on the plan, a copy of which i s on 

(continued) 
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f i l e at the Worcester County land records o f f i c e . 

The Holland-Towne House and landscape are a rare and in t a c t property that 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y contributes to our understanding of the e a r l i e s t settlement of 
Petersham, Massachusetts. Both the house and the barn are important surviving 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l a r t i f a c t s that embody characteristics of the colonial period of 
building design and construction, and enhance our perception of the r u r a l New 
England a g r i c u l t u r a l economy p r i o r to 1919. F i n a l l y , the Holland-Towne House 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s owners' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Shays' Rebellion, a 
post-Revolutionary War insurrection that took place i n central Massachusetts 
and that helped lead to the adoption of the federal c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

(end) 
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1. Thomas C. Hubka, Big House, L i t t l e House, Back House, Bam (Hanover, 
New Hampshire: Universities of New England Press, 1984), p. 36. 

2. Rick Detweiller, "Recommended Preservation Restrictions: Holland-Towne 
House" (Undated and unpublished manuscript prepared for the Society for 
the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s , Boston, Massachusetts), no 
pagination. 

3. Captain Park Holland, "Notes and Memoirs of Park Holland, Esq. of 
Petersham, Massachusetts" (Unpublished manuscript available at the 
Petersham Memorial Library, Petersham, Massachusetts), Part 1, p. 2. 

4. Edmund Burke Willson. An Address Delivered i n Petersham, Massachusetts, 
July 7, 1854 i n Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anniversary... (Boston, 
Massachusetts: Crosby and Nichols, 1855). 

5. Holland, p. 2. 

6. T. H. Johnson, ed.. The Oxford Companion to American History (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1966), p. 719. 

7. I am g r a t e f u l to Delight Haines, Librarian of the Petersham Memorial 
Library, who provided genealogical information on the Holland, Johnson, 
and Towne families. 

8. This information has been provided by John M. Woolsey, current owner of 
the Holland-Towne House, and i s based on material i n the Woolsey family 
records. 

9. Hubka, p. 36. 

10. The Walpole Society: 1938 Notebook (Boston, Massachusetts: Printed by 
the Walpole Society), pp. 68, 69. 

11. Hubka, p. 36. 

12. This unpublished manuscript i s available at the Petersham Memorial 
Library. 

13. Robert Yaro, "Vanishing New England Land Patterns" (Amherst, 
Massachusetts: Center for Rural Massachusetts, March 1988), A public 
lecture given at a conference on Landscape Preservation. The 
Holland-Towne House retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
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workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association. Erected i n 1752, i t i s among 
Petersham's e a r l i e s t extant dwellings and i s important to the history of 
Massachusetts as one of a small number of farms which survive with t h e i r 
f i e l d s , stone walls, barn, and forest land i n t a c t , thereby providing 
physical evidence for i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the region's development. I t i s a 
rare l o c a l exemplar of mid-eighteenth century domestic architecture, and 
pre-dates the incorporation of the Town of Petersham by two years, 
r e f l e c t i n g the simple l i f e s t y l e of i t s early inhabitants as well as the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l economy which characterized t h i s part of Massachusetts. The 
barn on the s i t e , of lat e eighteenth or early nineteenth century 
construction, i s also an uncommon survivor. Both buildings r e t a i n 
d i s t i n c t i v e hallmarks of type, period, and method of assembly and f i n i s h . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , of the approximately f o r t y - f i v e acres forming the 
surrounding landscape of the Holland-Towne House which comprise the 
o r i g i n a l boundaries of the Holland family a g r i c u l t u r a l holdings of the 
mid-eighteenth century, the sixteen and a half acres included i n t h i s 
nomination form the core of that o r i g i n a l plot of land. The property 
retains i t s early system of stone walls. The property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t 
for i t s connection to Luther Holland, an early owner who established the 
f i r s t brick yard i n town, and, with his brother. Park, an important 
m i l i t a r y figure i n Shays's Rebellion (1786-1787). 

(end) 
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Significance; 

No area of s i g n i f i c a n c e i s indicated corresponding w i t h 
e l i g i b i l i t y under c r i t e r i o n B, Please provide. 

The case for the property's a g r i c u l t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e r e l i e s on 
i t s character as an i n t a c t settlement-era farmstead r e p l e t e with 
d w e l l i n g , barn, f i e l d s , secondary f o r e s t , and a system of stone 
w a l l s ; however, less than h a l f of the h i s t o r i c acreage i s being 
nominated. The j u s t i f i c a t i o n f or nominating only the 16.5 acres 
protected by the easement was because of a su b d i v i s i o n plan which 
was not r e a l i z e d . Thus the boundary represents a l i n e of 
convenience which severely impairs the property's i n t e g r i t y as an 
i n t a c t farmstead--it seems to only represent an app r o r i a t e 
s e t t i n g f or the house and barn. Does the o r i g i n a l h i s t o r i c a l l y 
r e l a t e d acreage r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y as well? Please review and 
revise boundary and/or j u s t i f i c a t i o n accordingly. 

Please provide j u s t i f i c a t i o n for the period of s i g n i f i c a n c e 
terminus of 1939. Was t h i s an a r b i t r a r y c u t - o f f , and i f so, 
why? The statement of s i g n i f i c a n c e states that the property can 
enhance our perception of the r u r a l New England a g r i c u l t u r a l 
economy p r i o r to 1919. Thus, was 1919 intended to be the 
terminus? Please address. 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n ; 

Both b u i l d i n g { s ) and s t r u c t u r e are checked. Please choose one 
category which i s most appropriate and delete any ot h e r s . 
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1 . N a m e of P r o p e r t y 

historic name T h e H o l 1 a n d - T o w n e HQIJ5;P 
otfier names/site number 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

street & number M a s s a c h u s e t t ' ; R n n t P ^ ? N/A' not for publication 

city, town Petersham N ^ i vicinity 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s coide Mfl county W o r r p s t P r code -02Z- zip code 0 1 3 6 6 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 

Cxi private 

! I public-local 

I i public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[ 3 building(s) 

I I district 

i I site 

n structure 

I i object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

? buildings 

sites 

1 structures 

objects 

3 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination d j request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my oointon, the property LS.nieets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official E x B C u t i ^ DIrector, Massachusetts H is tor ica l 
S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r p s p r v a t i n n n f f i r p r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

ion sheet. ^ 

^ Commission; ^ 

In my opinion, the property EZl meets i Idoes not meet the National Register criteria. L i See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Na t i ona l Pa rk S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

PR^ntered in the National Register. 

i I See continuation sheet, 

d l determined eligible for the National 

Register, j | See continuation sheet. 

i [determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 

C J other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Tne i l o i i a n c ' n e n o u s t: P e t e r .s n a IT. 

6. Funct ion or Use 

Current Functions (enter categones from instructions) 
Domestic / Single Dwelling 
Agriculture / Agricultural Outbuilding: 

Agricultural Field  
Landscape / Unoccupied Land; Forest 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)  
Domestic / Single Dwelling 
Agriculture / Agricultural Outbuilding; 

Agricultural Field 
Landscape / Unoccupied Land; Forest 

7. Descr ipt ion 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Colonial / Cape Cod 

Materials (enter categories trom instructions) 

foundation Stone / Granite 
walls Wood / Weatherboard 

roof _ 
other 

Asphalt 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Holland-Towne House and Barn are located i n the northern portion of 
Petersham, a small highland r e s i d e n t i a l community i n northwestern Worcester 
County, central Massachusetts. B u i l t i n 1752, the house i s a one-and-a-half 
story, remarkably in t a c t center-chimney, second period vernacular residence 
that exhibits characteristics confirming i t s mid-eighteenth century o r i g i n . 
The simple building s i t s on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e whose r u r a l setting of gently 
r o l l i n g h i l l s , broad meadows, and forestland bordered by low stone walls has 
survived essentially unaltered for more than two hundred years. A large and 
int a c t v e r t i c a l l y sheathed barn, probably dating from the turn of the 19th 
century or before, completes the unspoiled r u r a l s etting. The property, on 
which hay i s s t i l l harvested, r e f l e c t s the region's a g r i c u l t u r a l development. 
I t i s located approximately three-quarters of a mile northeast of the 
Petersham Common Historic D i s t r i c t (NPv 1982). 

The Holland-Towne House and Barn are o n e - f i f t h of a mile up Ward H i l l Road, an 
unimproved private right-of-way o f f Massachusetts Route 32, l o c a l l y referred 
to as North Main Street. Ward H i l l Road, also known as Woolsey Lane, 
intersects land holdings of the Woolsey family of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The Holland-Towne House i s located on a ris e 160 feet north of Ware H i l l Road, 
with the barn between i t and the road. A narrow, rutted cart path runs 
between house and barn. The landscape immediately to the north and west 
adjoins a large conservation area known as the Harvard Forest. The only 
nearby buildings are an 1838 Greek Revival structure 475 feet southeast of the 
Holland-Towne House, o r i g i n a l l y used as the town h a l l for the community of 
Prescott and moved to the s i t e (NR 1989); and a nineteenth century house 
fronting on North Main Street at the foot of Ward H i l l Road. The 
Holland-Towne House i s used as a summer cottage by friends of the owners, and 
the house on North Main Street i s occupied throughout the year. 

The three-bay Holland-Tovrne House, oriented on an east-west axis, 
appropriately faces south, as was common during i t s construction period due to 
of the extremes of New England weather and the importance of absorbing as much 
heat as possible from the southerly winter sun. The building exhibits the 
simple, one-and-a-half story, two-room-deep, center-chimney plan of the Cape 
Cod style house. ̂-̂--̂  I t s o r i g i n a l hand-hewn, pegged and chamfered heavy 

f x l See continuation sheet 



DEC 2 6 1969 
un fom 1040O4 Appn»tl Ne. lOHtOlt 
(M«) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number i Page 

The Holland-Towne House 
Petersham, MA 

timber framing with cross bracing i s t y p i c a l of domestic architecture of i t s 
region and era. The house s i t s on a low fieldstone foundation measuring 
approximately twenty-seven by thirty-seven feet. The exterior of the 1752 
building i s sheathed with white-painted wood clapboards on a l l four sides and 
i s defined at the junctions of the walls by narrow cornerboards. Some early 
clapboards remain, p a r t i c u l a r l y at the west end, and t h e i r much-weathered 
condition may indicate they were unpainted fo r some time. A neutral ca. 1930 
rear addition, sheathed with stained v e r t i c a l wood siding, i s compatible i n 
scale, form, and materials, and does not compromise the i n t e g r i t y of the 
resource. This addition i s screened by vegetation and i s sited to minimize 
i t s presence while giving prominence to the o r i g i n a l building. The moderately 
pitched gable roof of the o r i g i n a l building i s clad with dark grey asphalt 
shingles, i t s l i n e broken only by the central brick chimney and two gabled 
dormers on the rear, or north side. The chimney appears to have been r e b u i l t 
or at least repointed since 1752, as would be expected. The provenance of the 
dormers i s unknown; physical examination does not d e f i n i t i v e l y reveal date of 
construction. 

The symmetrical south facade of the Holland-Towne House serves as the entrance 
f r o n t ; i t s central doorway i s flanked by one window on either side, each 
evenly spaced w i t h i n the wall plane. A single granite slab leads to the 
panelled wood door whose surround consists of a f i v e - l i g h t trabeated transom 
flanked by plain trim boards. The simply enframed twelve-over-twelve, 
double-hung wood sash windows with operable shutters are set up high, close to 
the eave, as i s t y p i c a l with t h i s housetype. The east and west gable ends are 
both pierced by one six-over-six sash window i n the a t t i c gable, and a 
twelve-over-twelve sash window on the f i r s t l e v e l i n each of the two f r o n t 
rooms. The east elevation also contains a narrow French-style double door, 
not o r i g i n a l to the building, but with enframement and placement consistent 
with the house's o r i g i n a l features. The north elevation i s broken by a 
characteristic twelve-over-twelve sash window and a small three-over-three 
window. 

Two single window gable dormers exhibit eight-over-eight, double-hung sash and 
are sheathed on the sides with unpainted wood shingles. The dormer windows 
are of appropriate size and pane configuration f o r t h i s style of building, but 
are not l i k e l y o r i g i n a l construction. A ca. 1930 one-story addition i s 
attached to the house at the northeast corner, and i s covered with v e r t i c a l 
wood siding, stained a medium grey. I t s r o o f l i n e i s lower that that of the 
1752 construction. A one-story screened porch on the north side connects the 
o r i g i n a l house with the rear e l l . 

The i n t e r i o r of the Holland-Towne House retains i t s 1752 plan with two f r o n t 
rooms flanking the center chimnejr and a f u l l - w i d t h kitchen to the rear. I t i s 

(continued) 
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conceivable that the kitchen may have at one time been divided, with a small 
room on the east end, but t h i s i s conjecture and not c l e a r l y supported by 
physical evidence. I n t e r i o r panelled doors, t r i m , hardware, random-width wood 
f l o o r s , and wall material are o r i g i n a l or of early nineteenth century 
provenance. The f r o n t entrance opens int o a small h a l l or porch which leads 
to the parlor on the l e f t (west) and the chamber on the r i g h t (east). The 
walls of the east chamber are plaster covering riven l a t h with horizontal 
sheathing on the lower h a l f , forming a wainscot. The fireplace here i s capped 
with a simple mantel and frame. I n t h i s chamber are located features that are 
believed to be rare surviving characteristics of Petersham second-period 
houses, s p e c i f i c a l l y a s l i d i n g candle shelf to the l e f t of the fireplace and a 
b u i l t - i n double-leaved cupboard which accommodated a fold-down bed.'^^^ A 
rare and possibly unique feature found i n the chamber and the kitchen i s the 
arrangement of wrought-iron eyes i n the ceilings several feet i n f r o n t of the 
fireplaces. The eyes i n the chamber are placed i n a rectangle two feet by 
f i v e f e e t , suggesting the use of a suspended cradle, while those i n the 
kitchen may have supported a bed or bed hanging as indicated by t h e i r handsome 
bevelled panelling on the fireplace w a l l , which also contains two cupboards 
with s i m i l a r l y panelled doors, and a s l i d i n g candle shelf. A molded, eared 
architrave defines the opening of the f i r e p l a c e . The three remaining walls 
are of plaster with simple beaded baseboard, beaded chair r a i l , and comice 
moldings. Both the parlor and the chamber lead i n t o the kitchen at the rear. 
The kitchen has remained nearly i n t a c t since o r i g i n a l construction, with a l l 
four walls covered by rough unpainted boards i n an a l t e r n a t i n g v e r t i c a l and 
horizontal pattern. Physical evidence suggests c e i l i n g moldings may have been 
added and removed at a l a t e r date. The room i s dominated by a third-period 
bake oven and narrow mantelshelf. Some repointing appears to have taken place 
i n the hearth and the brick walls of the fireplace. The o r i g i n a l back door on 
the north wall now enters the screened porch of the addition, and a l a t e r set 
of French doors on the east w a l l , compatible i n scale and materials with 
o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g , leads outdoors to a small brick patio at grade l e v e l . 

The two chambers on the a t t i c f l o o r are lighted by t h e i r north-facing dormers 
and reveal the o r i g i n a l framing pattern of the roof with pegged cross bracing, 
hand-hewn chamfered members and riven l a t h . Swedish maritime charts of the 
early nineteenth century are permanently adhered to the i n t e r i o r wall of a 
closet located at the northeast corner of the upper story. 

The large barn, one-and-a-half s t o r i e s , i s gable-roofed with naturally 
weathered v e r t i c a l board cladding. Essentially rectangular i n plan, oriented 
on a north-south axis, the barn has a shed extension running the f u l l length 
of I t s south side. Large, double doors of painted, v e r t i c a l boards open on 
both the north and east sides of the building. The barn i n t e r i o r i s primarily 
open space with a hay l o f t at one end. The roof i s covered with asphalt 
shingles. 

(continued) 
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The Holland-Towne House, occupied occasionally, i s currently i n a 
well-maintained condition. The barn houses farm machinery that i s used i n the 
haying operation on the property. I n 1987, the Woolsey family donated a 
preservation easement on the Holland-Towne House and barn with 16.541 acres to 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Ant i q u i t i e s i n Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While prehistoric sites may have been present on the property, no 
archaeological exploration has taken place to uncover them. However, the 
environs may have s i g n i f i c a n t potential f o r historical/archaeological remains 
and investigation could y i e l d information about what i s known l o c a l l y as the 
Clay P i t , the f i r s t brick making establishment i n Petersham. The brick yard 
i s described as having been located on Ward H i l l behind the Holland-Towne 
House. 

(end) 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has consioered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally , | statewide [ 2 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ Z J A 5 ^ [XJC - I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ C | |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

• 175? - 1919 1752 
Arrhitprturp 1787 Military- ca. 1800 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Holland, Captain Park Holland, Jonas 
Holland, Luther 

State significance of property, and justify criteha, criteria considerations, and areas and pehods of significance noted above. 

The Holland-Towne House retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association. Erected i n 1752, i t i s among 
Petersham's e a r l i e s t extant dwellings and i s important to the history of 
Massachusetts as one of a small number of farms which survive with their 
f i e l d s , stone walls, barn, and forest land i n t a c t , thereby providing physical 
evidence for i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the region's development. I t i s a rare l o c a l 
exemplar of mid-eighteenth domestic architecture, and pre-dates the 
incorporation of the Town of Petersham by two years, r e f l e c t i n g the simple 
l i f e s t y l e of i t s early inhabitants as well as the a g r i c u l t u r a l economy which 
characterized t h i s part of Massachusetts. The barn on the s i t e , of late 
eighteenth or very early nineteenth century construction, i s also an uncommon 
survivor. Both buildings re t a i n d i s t i n c t i v e hallmarks of tjrpe, period, and 
method of assembly and f i n i s h . Additionally, of the approximately f o r t y - f i v e 
acres forming the surrounding landscape of the Holland-Towne House which 
comprise the o r i g i n a l boundaries of the Holland family a g r i c u l t u r a l holdings 
of the mid-eighteenth century, the sixteen and a half acres included i n t h i s 
nomination form the core of that o r i g i n a l plot of land. The property retains 
i t s early system of stone walls. The property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s 
connection to Luther Holland, an early owner who established the f i r s t brick 
yard i n town, and, with his brother. Park, an important m i l i t a r y figure i n 
Shays's Rebellion (1786-1787). The Holland-Towne House and Bam f u l f i l l 
C r i t e r i a ^ and C of the National r4.egister of Hist o r i c Places at the Local 
l e v e l . ' 

The tovm of Petersham i n central Massachusetts was granted under the name of 
Nichewaug i n 1733 with seventy-two houselots drawn i n October of that year. 
I t incorporated under i t s present name on A p r i l , 20 1754. Within twenty years 
of settlement, i n 1792, the Holland family came to the coimnunity from 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. ̂ -̂̂  At that time, Nichewaug, a Native American 
term meaning "hamlet on the h i l l , " was an isolated upland v i l l a g e defined by 
few roads, a g r i s t m i l l and a saw m i l l , and a plentitude of troubles with the 

[X~l See continuation sheet 
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UTM Relerences 
A i ! i I I I 

Zone Easting Northing 
I ! 

Zone Easting 

J L 

J L 
Northing 

J L 

p n See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
As recorded in the Worcester County Court House, 2 Main Street, Worcester, Massachusetts 
the parcel of land upon which this resource sits is #547. The boundary of j^nd being 
nominated is delineated in the accompanying Plan of Land. See Sketch #1. A complete 
boundary description is found in Deed book 2188, Page 427. 

i I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The. bounda ry i n c l u d e s the i m m e d i a t e e n v i r a n s o f t h e Hol 1 and-Towne House m a i n t a i n 
cont r ibut ing h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y . The metes and bounds correspond to a surveyor's assess­
ment of the s i t e completed in T985 which was prepared with the in ten t ion of subdividing 
t h i s parce l . A subdivision never took place. The boundary corresponds to that established 
f o r the preservation r es t r i c t i ons held by the Society fo r the Preservation of New England 
A n t i q u i t i e s . I !See continuation sheet 
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l o c a l indigent population. I n 1750, the proprietors' clerk, recorded sixty-one 
families as property owners, of whom forty-seven resided i n the area. A 
public address given on the 100th anniversary of Petersham described the town 
prior to 1790 as lacking a central core, with i t s few farmsteads widely 
dispersed w i t h i n a mile of the church, established i n 1738.^^^ The Holland 
House was one of the farmsteads on the outer perimeter of settlement. 

The oldest extant building i n Petersham i s the Gay House (1740), a 
single-story, gambrel-roofed, three bay, center-chimney dwelling. Three other 
single-story, center-chimney houses have been recorded by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission as surviving, of which the Holland-Towne House i s one. 

The Holland ancestors, o r i g i n a l l y from London, England, were a family of 
soldiers, engineers, and investors. They settled f i r s t i n Watertown and then 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. Within a year of the family's a r r i v a l i n 
Petersham, Jonas Holland b u i l t his farmstead at the top of Ward H i l l , about 
three-quarters of a mile northeast of the geographic center of the cotmnunity. 
Jonas, with his second wife, Bathsheba ( I v o r y ) , raised four sons and two 
daughters i n the house, engaging i n subsistence farming and, with t h e i r sons, 
establishing the f i r s t brickmaking enterprise i n town. The c l a y p i t f o r the 
brickyard i s on the h i l l behind the Holland-Towne House. Sons Luther and Park 
Holland l i v e d here u n t i l the age of majority and distinguished themselves i n 
m i l i t a r y service during Shays' Rebellion. With Jonas's death i n 1771, son 
Jonathan acquired the property, which he conveyed to his brother Luther 
sometime pri o r to 1814. 

Park and Luther Holland's noteworthy p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Shays' Rebellion i s 
chronicled i n the diary of the f o r m e r . B o t h brothers, especially Park, 
who was captain i n the Continental Army and l a t e r a member of the General 
Court of Massachusetts, fought i n the Revolutionary War and l a t e r joined 
others d i s s a t i s f i e d with post-war economic conditions and an i n a b i l i t y of the 
new Republic to compensate f u l l y those who fought for i t s establishment. 
Shays' insurrection, known for i t s leader Daniel Shays of nearby Pelham, 
involved the Petersham area where i n 1787 nearly a l l the l o c a l buildings 
sheltered a number of Shays' men as they f l e d the Republican army, h a s t i l y 
raised to quell the r e b e l l i o n . Given the Holland brothers' involvement with 
Daniel Shay, i t can be assumed that troops were quartered at the Holland 
homestead. Park Holland was a captain of the rebel forces, and his brother an 
active participant. Shays' Rebellion i s s i g n i f i c a n t because i t made the state 
le g i s l a t u r e aware that the Confederation was powerless to protect i t s e l f from 
invasion or domestic violence, which was a factor i n the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution. 

The Holland-Towne House l e f t the Holland family on October 15, 1816, when i t s 
then f i f t y acres were conveyed to William Johnson, who also assumed 

(continued) 
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for running the brickyard. Johnson family records indicated 
that Amos Johnson moved to the s i t e i n 1823 and helped brother William work 
the farm u n t i l 1832, when the property, s t i l l i n t a c t with f i f t y acres, was 
sold to Joseph Hinds. Various members of the Hinds family owned the farmstead 
u n t i l i t was purchased i n 1877 by Dwight Towne for $1,400 from Mary Hinds 
Peckham. Up to t h i s point, brickmaking remained the chief l i v e l i h o o d of those 
who owned the property, complementing consistent a g r i c u l t u r a l operations. 
Dwight Towne, l i s t e d i n Petersham records as a farmer, was coincidentally the 
grandson of Amos Johnson who l i v e d i n the house u n t i l 1832. I t was Dwight 
Towne whose name became attached to the property with the Holland name.' JT) 

On September 5, 1919, Alice B. Woolsey, wife of Federal Justice John Munro 
Woolsey, purchased the Holland-Towne house and i t s f i f t y or so acres as a 
simimer cottage. The house served as guest quarters f o r friends of the 
Woolseys' including: John Angel, the distinguished sculptor who worked on the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine i n New York City; Louis B. Wehle, nephew of 
Mr. Justice Brandeis; and a r t i s t Rudoph Ruzicka, widely known for his book 
design, typography, and woodcuts. 

The Holland-Towne House, a modest second period, center-chimney dwelling, i s a 
rare example of the e a r l i e s t surviving domestic building form i n central 
Massachusetts. Essentially two rooms deep with a small lobby entrance i n 
f r o n t of the central s t a i r and chimney, th i s house type i s increasingly being 
described with the term Cape Cod s t y l e , whether actually located on the Cape 
or not.^^^ I t i s a r e s i d e n t i a l form derived from English vernacular 
precedent i n a post-medieval t r a d i t i o n and transported to the American 
colonies. The center-chimney house plan was b u i l t i n either one or two 
stories, each with similar room organization, usage, and s t r u c t u r a l system. 
The d i s t i n c t i o n between one- and two-story houses pertained to the wealth and 
social pretensions of t h e i r owners. 

As one of only a few such dwellings of mid-eighteenth century construction i n 
the Petersham area, the Holland-Towne House may possess features that are 
unique to i t alone as well as features apparently characteristic s p e c i f i c a l l y 
to Petersham. The arrangement of wrought i r o n eyes i n the ceilings i n f r o n t 
of the fireplaces i n the chamber and the kitchen seems to indicate that a 
cradle was suspended from one and larger bed or bedhanging from the other. 
Evidence of these ceilings hooks has not been found i n other houses of the 
region. I n the chamber to the r i g h t of the entry are elements that p a r a l l e l 
those of other l o c a l houses of similar date. These are the s l i d i n g 
candleshelf between the cupboards to the l e f t of the fireplace and the large, 
double door cupboard that t r a d i t i o n a l l y held a fold-down bed. A similar 
o r i g i n a l f o l ding bed i s found nearby at the Captain Brown House on East 
Street. The s l i d i n g candleshelf and bed are idiosyncratic i n Petersham. 

(continued) 
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The a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n of the " L i t t l e (Woolsey) cottage on the H i l l " 
was recognized i n September 1938, when members of the Walpole Society made a 
pilgrimage to i t s h i l l t o p s i t e . The Walpole Society, founded i n Hartford, 
Connecticut, i n 1910, was an association of collectors who shared an interest 
i n early American arts and crafts and enjoyed companionship of like-minded 
antiquarians. The Society journeyed to sites of special h i s t o r i c and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l merit, including some as f a r away from New England as V i r g i n i a . 
Judge Woolsey became a member of the Walpole Society i n 1916. On September 
23, 1938, two days aft e r a devastating hurricane, members of the Society 
v i s i t e d the Walpole property. Norman Morrison Isham, Rhode Island's highly 
regarded restoration a r c h i t e c t , was among those present. His account of the 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l explorations made that day describes the old house with i t s very 
int e r e s t i n g i n t e r i o r sheathing, and unique arrangement of paneling. ̂-'-̂^ 

The form of the large barn on the s i t e demonstrates the change from English to 
what has been termed the New England barn type, the evolution of which 
gradually occurred from about 1800 to 1850. The location of the double-leaved 
door on the long north side may indicated a pre-1800 construction date (the 
English barn st y l e ) with subsequent adaptations and modifications. These 
adaptations c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y involved the addition of longitudinal bays and 
the relocation or addition of a door i n t o the gable end. This procedure also 
frequently required relocating the door to one side of the gable end and 
constructing a shed extension along the side wall ( i n t h i s case, the south 
side) to produce the desired s p a t i a l configuration to accommodate a larger 
scale of farm operations and machinery. Thus the t y p i c a l method of barn 
modernization i n New England i s well portrayed by the barn at the 
Holland-Towne House. ̂ A survey of Massachusetts barns conducted for 
Sturbridge Village i n the 1970s reveals that few of these "modernized" English 
barns s t i l l exist i n recognizable form i n the central part of 
Massachusetts. (-'-2) The ca. 1800 date of the barn i s also confirmed by 
wrought nails holding i t s weathered siding to framing members. 

The sixteen-and-a-half acres of land surrounding the Holland-Towne House and 
Barn r e f l e c t the core portion of the nearly f i f t y acres associated with the 
1752 construction, rendering the s i t e s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s landscape. The 
unspoiled r u r a l setting at the top of Ward H i l l retains old dr y l a i d fieldstone 
walls, meadowlands on which hay i s s t i l l harvested, and considerable amounts 
of second-growth forest. With development rapidly encroaching on the r u r a l 
q u a l i t y of t h i s upland region of Massachusetts, few of the post-medieval f i e l d 
patterns with dwelling and barn remain. ̂ -'-̂^ When Alice Woolsey acquired the 
property i n 1919, she had the s i t e surveyed and created a plan to maintain the 
landscape which called for keeping the extensive pine woods on the western 
acres, the stone walls meandering through the land, and a spring and brush 
swamp south of the house and barn. The cow pass from lower to upper pasture 
across Ward H i l l Road was also i d e n t i f i e d on the plan, a copy of which i s on 

(continued) 
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f i l e at the Worcester County land records o f f i c e . 

The Holland-Towne House and landscape are a rare and i n t a c t property that 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y contributes to our understanding of the e a r l i e s t settlement of 
Petersham, Massachusetts. Both the house and the barn are Important surviving 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l a r t i f a c t s that embody characteristics of the colonial period of 
building design and construction, and enhance our perception of the r u r a l New 
England a g r i c u l t u r a l economy p r i o r to 1919. F i n a l l y , the Holland-Towne House 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s owners' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Shays' Rebellion, a 
post-Revolutionary War insurrection that took place i n central Massachusetts 
and that helped lead to the adoption of the federal c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

(end) 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Thomas C. Hubka, Big House, L i t t l e House, Back House, Barn (Hanover, 
New Hampshire: Universities of New England Press, 1984), p. 36. 

2. Rick Detweiller, "Recommended Preservation Restrictions: Holland-Towne 
House" (Undated and unpublished manuscript prepared for the Society for 
the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s , Boston, Massachusetts), no 
pagination. 

3. Captain Park Holland, "Notes and Memoirs of Park Holland, Esq. of 
Petersham, Massachusetts" (Unpublished manuscript available at the 
Petersham Memorial Library, Petersham, Massachusetts), Part 1, p. 2. 

4. Edmund Burke Willson, An Address Delivered i n Petersham, Massachusetts, 
July 7, 1854 i n Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anniversary... (Boston, 
Massachusetts: Crosby and Nichols, 1855). 

5. Holland, p. 2. 

6. T. H. Johnson, ed.. The Oxford Companion to American History (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1966), p. 719. 

7. I am g r a t e f u l to Delight Haines, Librarian of the Petersham Memorial 
Library, who provided genealogical information on the Holland, Johnson, 
and Towne families. 

8. This information has been provided by John M. Woolsey, current owner of 
the Holland-Towne House, and i s based on material i n the Woolsey family 
records. 

9. Hubka, p. 36. 

10. The Walpole Society: 1938 Notebook (Boston, Massachusetts: Printed by 
the Walpole Society), pp. 68, 69. 

11. Hubka, p. 36. 

12. This unpublished manuscript i s available at the Petersham Memorial 
Library. 

13. Robert Yaro, "Vanishing New England Land Patterns" (Amherst, 
Massachusetts: Center for Rural Massachusetts, March 1988), A public 
lecture given at a conference on Landscape Preservation. The 
Holland-Towne House retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
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Section number ^ Page ^ 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association. Erected i n 1752, i t i s among 
Petersham's e a r l i e s t extant dwellings and i s important to the history of 
Massachusetts as one of a small number of farms which survive with t h e i r 
f i e l d s , stone walls, barn, and forest land i n t a c t , thereby providing 
physical evidence for i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the region's development. I t i s a 
rare l o c a l exemplar of mid-eighteenth century domestic architecture, and 
pre-dates the incorporation of the Town of Petersham by two years, 
r e f l e c t i n g the simple l i f e s t y l e of i t s early inhabitants as well as the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l economy which characterized t h i s part of Massachusetts. The 
barn on the s i t e , of l a t e eighteenth or early nineteenth century 
construction, i s also an uncommon survivor. Both buildings r e t a i n 
d i s t i n c t i v e hallmarks of type, period, and method of assembly and f i n i s h . 
A d d itionally, of the approximately f o r t y - f i v e acres forming the 
surrounding landscape of the Holland-Towne House which comprise the 
o r i g i n a l boundaries of the Holland family a g r i c u l t u r a l holdings of the 
mid-eighteenth century, the sixteen and a half acres included i n t h i s 
nomination form the core of that o r i g i n a l plot of land. The property 
retains i t s early system of stone walls. The property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t 
for i t s connection to Luther Holland, an early owner who established the 
f i r s t brick yard i n town, and, with his brother. Park, an important 
m i l i t a r y figure i n Shays's Rebellion (1786-1787). 

(end) 
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SITE PLAN 

Holland-Towne House 
Ward H i l l Road 
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Stone walls along perimeter 
form boundaries. 
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