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In Milwaukee Landmarks, Richard W. E. Perrln describes City Hall as follows

x Resting on literally a forest of wooden piles driven into reclaimed 
marshland, the superstructure of the City Hall is an eclectiic varia 
tion of elaborate Renaissance patterns, strongly reminiscent of 
Flemish and German prototypes and bearing more than a passing 
resemblance to German Rathauser of the same period. Three great 
arches, springing directly from grade, pierce the massive and 
heavily ornamented tower which rises 350 feet to a copper- 
clad spire and cupola.

The tower crowns an eight-story building. Basement walls are medium gray 
granite, first and second story walls yellow-gray sandstone, while the 
upper stories and tower above second story are faced with pink St. Louis 
brick, now weathered to a deep brown. Trim is carved stone and terra 
cotta, in the

Interior spaces above basement level are oriented about a central light well, 
and on all floors most of these spaces — diverse offices, suites, conference 
rooms — have been remodelled. As the HABS paper reports:

Today, only the central section, comprising the main floor lobby, 
light shaft, basement corridors , and corridors about the light 
well on the upper floors, and the Common Council Chamber retain 
anything of -their original character. In the public (circulation) 
areas the original iron railings, posts, and trim, the mosaic 
floors, and much of the oak woodwork and marble wainscot survive. 
This is not to say that the public areas have gone unchanged... 
And the Common Council Chamber has also been remodelled. But other 
areas of City Hall have seen even more extensive alteration. . .

On the exterior, however the grand old building has been changed very little 
since its formal opening seventy-seven years ago. The exterior is currently 
being refurbished.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

U

The HABS data report states: "By virtue of its function, monumental 
size, and prominent downtown location, City Hall f is Milwaukee's principal 
landmark." (Its Landmark status became of ficial in 1970 when it was so 
designated by the local Landmarks Commission.) One of the community's 
tallest buildings, City Hall stands at the east end of the Civic Center 
area, in the heart of the central business district. The growth of 
municipal government over the years has necessitated construction, 
purchase, and rental of additional office space for various city agencies 
and departments, but the 19th century edifice still houses the offices 
of Milwaukee's mayor and aldermen and the Common Council Chamber, along 
with the headquarters of the Harbor and Election Commissions, City 
Attorney, Tax Commissioner, Comptroller, and City Clerk—among others. 
The building^spaiso, of considerable interest architecturally—as the work 
of Henry jgy^^h-gnd'. Company,, a leading Milwaukee firm of the day—and for

tie.'late Victorian design.its exul
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