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W.P. TOOKER HOUSE (OLTR #2) 

ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The front elevation of the two-story Tooker House was divided into six bays 
consisting of a porch entrance and an exterior stairway leading to the second floor. 
The entrance featured double pointed arches with a pair of French doors in each 
opening. The arches were visually set apart from the rest of the facade by a 
bracketed overhang of standing-seam copper. The porch was surrounded on its three 
free sides by large horseshoe arched openings decorated by polychromed wooden 
spindles and a central door. The hip roof surmounting the porch was surrounded by a 
crenelated parapet of pointed dentils. The opposite end of the house featured a 
concrete exterior stair projecting from the wall and leading to a single second 
floor room. The second floor is surrounded on it four free sides by matched pairs 
of casement windows and a single entrance door. It was set off from the rest of the 
facade by a copper-covered hood matching that over the entrance, and was surmounted 
by a dome resting on an octagonal base. The walls intersecting the first floor 
ended in a straight line that curved to form an S-shaped buttress that meets the 
parapet line of the first floor. At the opposite end of the facade, a chimney with 
a rounded cap matching that of a dome balanced the profile of the superstructure. 
The entrance forecourt in enclosed by a wall of inverted arches with a central gate.

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tooker House is the only residence with an intact original dome. Modern changes 
to the facade include the removal of the copper hoods at the entrance and second 
floor, the addition of Perma-Stone to the window surrounds, front garden wall and 
exterior stairs. The wooden spindles of the porch have been removed and the arches 
in-filled with windows. All other windows and doors remain intact.
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1926 Opa-Locka Co./B. E. Muller

SIGNIFICANCE

The looker House is one of Opa-locka's finest architectural adaptations of the
Moorish Revival style. It is the only remaining residence in Cpa-locka with its
original roof dome intact. The wood-framed, stucco finished dome, a signature of
Muller's work, rests on an octagonal base and is capped by a metal globe finial.

The property originally belonged to G. Carl Mams, President of Cpa-locka Company 
and half-brother of Opa-locka developer Glenn Curtiss. Mr. Adams was in charge of 
developing Opa-locka for Curtiss beginning in 1925. He was also a direct investor 
in the enterprise, as evidenced by his ownership of the lots this house occupies '.

The lookers purchased the double-sized lot in 1926 from Adams and built the present 
house late in that year. Records show they owned the property until 1927. The two- 
story, concrete block with stucco finish residence is one of the larger original 
homes constructed in the community. It is an outstanding example of C£a-locka's 
Moorish Revival architectural theme as designed by Bernhardt Muller and built by the 
Opa-locka Company.

The house has a nearly identical floor plan and exterior design to that of the Long 
House at 613 Sharar Avenue. The exterior stair to the second floor, like that of 
the Baird and Long homes, exemplifies Muller's practice of re-using residential plan 
arrangements while only slightly altering their exterior physical appearance.
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