NPS Form 10-900
(3-82)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in Hotv fo Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1, Name
historic Masonic Temple

and/or common

2. Location

same

street & number 339-341 State St¥~/t

city, town Springfield N/A vicinity of
gtate M assachusetts code 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district public X occupied
building(s) X private unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process X yes: restricted
N/A being considered yes: unrestricted

no

4. Owner of Property

nane Springfield Masonic Tenple Association, Inc.
street & number 341 State Street
city, town Springfield vicinity of

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only
« H ocT
received

date entered

lju®r notfor publication

Hampden code 013
Present Use

agriculture museum
commercial park
educational private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military other: Fraternal

sate M assachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County Registry of Deeds

street & number N0 State Street

city, town Springfield state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historj)c Assets of

titte fhP rnT.n,nr....0.it-h #?"n

date m i

depository for survey records M assachusetts

has this property been determmed eligible? yes ~  no

federal X state county local

HisfnnVpl Commi.ss nn

city, town Boston state M assachusetts
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The windows of the Tenple vary in size, and those on the facade, pavilion, and |imestone

portions of the sides (except for the windows behind the colonnade) are covered with
bronze grilles.

The interior of the Masonic Tenmple i s made up of four main floors and two nmezzanine floors.
The lowen floor is mostly devoted to an extensive banquet hall which acconmodates 1200
persons, and features a terrazo floor. In the rear of this hall is a large kitchen, and
the boiler room Adjacent to the banquet hall on the west side are the recreationroomns,
which may be entered from the outside by a separate doorway.

The first floor contains the main entrance from State Street. The foyer is two stories
in height, and features a nosaic floor of Tennessee marble, Geek Doric stone colums,

a marble stairway to a balcony with marble capped bal ustrade, and a coffered ceiling with
chandelier.

The small and |arge blue lodge roons are the major spaces on the first floor. The small
blue lodge room can acconmodate up to 250 people and has |imestone walls with Greek Doric
pilasters and an inlaid cork floor. A pipe organ is at the western end of the room while
the furhishings have blue uphol stery, and wal nut consoles and rails. There are three
ancillary rooms here: anteroom receptionroom and library. The large blue |odge room
has a capacity of 450 people and features limestone walls with lonic pilasters, and an
inlaid cork floor. There is also a pipe organ in this room and the furnishingshave
taupe uphol stery, and walnut consoles and rails. There are also three ancillary rooms
here: anteroom receptionroom and trustees' room The first mezzanine floor has a room
for the blue lodge secretaries, and is equipped with a fireproof vault for records.

The second floor is devoted to the York Rite bodies, and contains two major spaces. The
Comrandery room features Italian |imestone walls with Ronman Doric pilasters and colums,
and an inlaid cork floor. There is also a pipe organ here. The west side of the room has
an arcade supported by colums, and crowned with a balcony. The room can accomrodat e
upwards of 500 people. The prelates' roomhas hand cast plaster walls, a decorative,
coffered ceiling, and an inlaid cork floor. The overall style is Neo-Gothic, and the
furnishings are of oak. There are also storage rooms, smoking roons, and a main |obby on
this floor. The second mezzanine floor contains various ancillary roons, and an arnory for
the storage of properties of the York Rite Bodies.

The third floor is primarily occupied by the Auditorium This is used for general purposes
as well as for the working of the Scottish Rite degrees, and has a seating capacity of

1500 including 300 in the balcony. The prosceniumis 35 feet wide and the stage is 24 feet
deep. A large pipe organ is divided inhalf by the proscenium There is elaborate stage
equi pnent including a |arge switchboard for lighting. A Frink reflector set inthe ceiling

serves as the principal lighting for the auditorium while the space i s "nushroom heated,"
the warmair conming up through the floor beneath the seats. An elaborate ventilation
system filters dirt and dust from the air. There are also robing, snoking, and storage

roons on this floor.

The upper floors are reached by two electric elevators inthe front of the building, which
were claimed to be the first of their type in Nw England. They have a speed of 350 feet
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8. S|gn|f|cance Masonic Temple, 339-341 State Street, Springfield

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
150&-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _ X_ architecture education military — X social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
V igoo- communications industry 1 politics/government transportation
invention — X other (specify)
Fraternal
Specific dates 1923-1926 Builder/Architect McClintock & Craig (architects)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Masonic Temple possesses integrity of location, design, setting, and materials, as well
a s important associations as the center for Masonic organizations in western Massachusetts
for over fifty years. |1t is also a major public monument in Springfie]d dating from a
major period of significance,the 1920's.1t is located on one of the city's major thorough-
fares, near the brow of the Connecticut River terrace. Opposite the former U.S. Armory,
and just up the street from the Quadrangle, the Temple complements its neighbors with

its monumental scale while its limestone facade and Neo-Classical tone bespeak its early
20th century date. Thus, the Masonic Temple meets criteria A and C of the National

Register of Historic Places.’ -~ -

Masonry was established in Springfield in 1817 with Col. Roswell Lee, Superintendent

of the U.S. Armory from 1815 until 1833, as the first "worshipful master" of the Hampden
lodge. Ten years later there were four Masonic bodies and they decided to act together
to provide themselves with a large hall. They built a third story on the town hall on
State Street for these purposes. This served until 1874 when all of the local Masons
moved to quarters in the new Mass. Mutual Life Insurance Co.building on Main Street.

A disastrous fire in 1891 prompted the seven local Masonic organizations to construct
their own building. Three representatives from each body formed a committee, and
incorporated under the name "The Springfield Masonic Hall Association". A five-story
Masonic Temple, with rental stores on the first floor and rental offices on half of the
second floor, was dedicated in 1893 at the corner of State and Main Streets.

By the early 1920's the local Masons were conducting a'fiind drive'for a new Temple,

to be 'Erected by Masons, for Masons, and dedicated to the interests and welfare of
Masons".(1) The site chosen was opposite the U.S. Armory and "in close proximity to
buildings that typify the best of community spirit, the arts, sciences, and educational
advantages for which Springfield is justly noted.™ (2)

The local architectural and engineering firm of McClintock & Craig were chosen to design
the new building. A full set of original plans, dated January 4, 1923, is owned by the
Springfield Masonic Temple Association, and is stored at the Temple. The designing
firm had been founded in 1912 by Edward H. McClintock (architect) and Charles H. Craig
(engineer). They were recognized as one of the leading authorities in western New
England on heavy mill design. Both of the partners were active in Masonic affairs and
E.H. McClintock served a three year term (1928-31) as Grand Master of the Springfield
Masons.

The A.E. Stephens Co., local contractors who had built Springf ield's'Munici;*al Grbtip,
received the contract to build the new Temple. Construction began in October of 1923
and the cornerstone was laid with appropriate ceremony on June 24, 1924. The new Temple
was dedicated on February 15, 1926, after being completed at a cost of $1,000,000.

(1) Our New Masonic Temple, undated pamphlet. Vertical File, Genealogy/Local
History Department, Springfield City Library.
(2) Ibid.



9. Major Bibliographical References

"New Masonic Tenple i s Conpleted," The Springfield Union, Jan. 3, 1926, p. 1 (Mgazine

and Literary Section)
"Masonry i nthis City," Springfield Sunday Republican, Oct. 22, 1893, p. 9
Vertical Files-Masons, Ceneal ogy/Local History Department, Springfield City Library

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 33,825 sq. feet
Quadrangle name Springfield South Quadrangle scale 1:25000
UMT References
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Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning at a point on the southeasterly line of State Street distant northeasterly by
shaid line of said street 152.80.feet from a stone bound at the intersection of said

sCoutheaSterly line of saiH Sf-arp Sf-rAPf and the nnrrheasterly linp nf Myrflo eifrnnt nt—
List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Candace Jenkins, Preservation Planner Director with Edmond P. Lonergan

organiztion Massachusetts Historical Commission dae July 1983
street & number 794 Washington Street telephone. (617) 727-8470
city or town  Boston Massadh wf i

1

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth"bysthe National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  A/"Nihi2cd™ A SAMCSMANIN

State Historic Preservation Officer
title date
For NPS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the|~gp|I*M1ASAN

date ['1/1d/<f 3

~NARegper of the National Renter / '

> Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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land now or formerly of Lillian Levine et als., thence running Northeasterly by said State
Street 134 feet to an iron pin at land of the Monarch Life Insurance Company, thence
turning at an interior angle of 9675 and running Southeasterly by said last named land
256.80 feet to an iron pin at land now or formerly of Wesson Memorial Hospital; thence
turning at an interior angle of 91 17' and running Southwesterly by said last named land
122.02 feet to land of said Lillian Levine et als., and thence turning at an interior
angle of 91°4' and running Northwesterly by last named land 273.80 feet to the point of
beginning and making an interior angle of 81°34' with the said line of State Street, and bein®
shown on a plan made by Ross and Leander, Surveyors, dated July 1937 and recorded in said
Registry of Deeds in Book of Plans 16, Page 109. (Hampden County Registry of Deeds;

Book 1659 Page 508) .



WASO Form -177
("R" June 1984)

NATIONAL REGISTER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Masonic Temple
Hampden County
MASSACHUSETTS

aJy 13188

Working No.
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1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CD good I I ruins altered moved date.
CD fair | I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
| |dates

I I'boundary selection

N



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness A

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception
CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet






























SPRINGFIELD MASONIC TEMPLE, IN

339 STATE STREET
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01103

AG 12 1983

MASS HIST. COMM.
m”~us\ 11, 1983

M Val erie Tal nadge

Executive Director

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
294 Washington St .

Boston, Mass. 02108

Dear Ms. Tal madge;
In response t oyour letter of August 1, 1983 you nay

be assured that theMasonic Tenple i svery nmuch interested
in being listed i ntheFederal Register of Historical Buildings,

Very Truly Yours,

E Raynond Turner
Presi dent



