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1, Name 

historic Masonic Temple 

and/or common same 

2. Location 

For NPS use only 

• H OCT 

received 

date entered 

street & number 339-341 Sta te S t ¥ ^ t ] j U ^ not for publication 

city, town S p r i n g f i e l d N / A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Hampden code 013 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: F r a t e r n a l 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Springfield Masonic Temple Association, Inc. 

street & number 341 State Street 

city, town S p r i n g f i e l d vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County R e g i s t r y of Deeds 

street & number ^0 Sta te St ree t 

city, town S p r i n g f i e l d state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inven to ry o f the H i s t o r i c Assets of  

title fhP rnT.n,nr....o.it-h #?^n? has this property been determmed eligible? yes ^ no 

date mi federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s f n n V p l Commi.s.si nn 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 
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The windows of the Temple vary i n size, and those on the facade, pavilion, and limestone 
portions of the sides (except for the windows behind the colonnade) are covered with 
bronze g r i l l e s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the Masonic Temple i s made up of four main floors and two mezzanine fl o o r s . 
The lowen f l o o r is mostly devoted to an extensive banquet h a l l which accommodates 1200 
persons, and features a terrazo f l o o r . In the rear of this h a l l i s a large kitchen, and 
the b o i l e r room. Adjacent to the banquet h a l l on the west side are the recreation rooms, 
which may be entered from the outside by a separate doorway. 

The f i r s t f l o o r contains the main entrance from State Street. The foyer i s two stories 
i n height, and features a mosaic f l o o r of Tennessee marble, Greek Doric stone columns, 
a marble stairway to a balcony with marble capped balustrade, and a coffered c e i l i n g with 
chandelier. 

The small and large blue lodge rooms are the major spaces on the f i r s t f l o o r . The small 
blue lodge room can accommodate up to 250 people and has limestone walls with Greek Doric 
pilasters and an i n l a i d cork f l o o r . A pipe organ i s at the western end of the room, while 
the furhishings have blue upholstery, and walnut consoles and r a i l s . There are three 
anc i l l a r y rooms here: anteroom, reception room, and l i b r a r y . The large blue lodge room 
has a capacity of 450 people and features limestone walls with Ionic p i l a s t e r s , and an 
i n l a i d cork f l o o r . There is also a pipe organ i n this room, and the furnishings have 
taupe upholstery, and walnut consoles and r a i l s . There are also three ancillary rooms 
here: anteroom, reception room, and trustees' room. The f i r s t mezzanine f l o o r has a room 
for the blue lodge secretaries, and is equipped with a fireproof vault for records. 

The second f l o o r is devoted to the York Rite bodies, and contains two major spaces. The 
Commandery room features I t a l i a n limestone walls with Roman Doric pilasters and columns, 
and an i n l a i d cork f l o o r . There i s also a pipe organ here. The west side of the room has 
an arcade supported by columns, and crowned with a balcony. The room can accommodate 
upwards of 500 people. The prelates' room has hand cast plaster walls, a decorative, 
coffered c e i l i n g , and an i n l a i d cork f l o o r . The overall style is Neo-Gothic, and the 
furnishings are of oak. There are also storage rooms, smoking rooms, and a main lobby on 
this f l o o r . The second mezzanine f l o o r contains various a n c i l l a r y rooms, and an armory for 
the storage of properties of the York Rite Bodies. 

The t h i r d f l o o r is primarily occupied by the Auditorium. This i s used f o r general purposes 
as well as f o r the working of the Scottish Rite degrees, and has a seating capacity of 
1500 including 300 i n the balcony. The proscenium is 35 feet wide and the stage i s 24 feet 
deep. A large pipe organ is divided i n half by the proscenium. There is elaborate stage 
equipment including a large switchboard f o r l i g h t i n g . A Frink r e f l e c t o r set i n the c e i l i n g 
serves as the p r i n c i p a l l i g h t i n g f o r the auditorium, while the space is "mushroom heated," 
the warm a i r coming up through the f l o o r beneath the seats. An elaborate v e n t i l a t i o n 
system f i l t e r s d i r t and dust from the a i r . There are also robing, smoking, and storage 
rooms on this f l o o r . 

The upper floors are reached by two e l e c t r i c elevators i n the front of the building, which 
were claimed to be the f i r s t of t h e i r type i n New England. They have a speed of 350 feet 
?T?̂ v,™̂ '̂ "£®in̂ '̂ '̂  "micro-self-leveling" type. They automatically l e v e l themselves 
with each f l o o r before the doors can be opened."^Each of^major spaces in the building i l 
soundproof permitting simultaneous usage, and also has concealed, colored l i g h t i n g for 
special effects. & s i. 



8. Significance Masonic Temple, 339-341 State S t r e e t , S p r i n g f i e l d 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
150&-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military — X social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

V igoo- communications industry 1 politics/government transportation 
invention —X other (specify) 

F r a t e r n a l 

Speci f ic da tes 1923-1926 Bui lder /Arch i tect M c C l i n t o c k & C r a i g ( a r c h i t e c t s ) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Masonic Temple possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , des ign , s e t t i n g , and m a t e r i a l s , as w e l l 
a s impor tant a ssoc ia t ions as the center f o r Masonic o rgan iza t ions i n western Massachusetts 

f o r over f i f t y yea r s . I t i s a lso a major p u b l i c monument i n S p r i n g f i e ] d d a t i n g f rom a 
major p e r i o d o f s i g n i f i c a n c e , t h e 1920's . I t i s l oca t ed on one of the c i t y ' s major thorough­
f a r e s , near the brow of the Connect icut R iver t e r r a c e . Opposite the former U.S. Armory, 
and j u s t up the s t r e e t f r o m the Quadrangle, the Temple complements i t s neighbors w i t h 
i t s monumental scale w h i l e i t s l imestone facade and Neo-Class ica l tone bespeak i t s e a r l y 
20th century date. Thus, the Masonic Temple meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l 
Regis te r o f H i s t o r i c P laces . ' ' - ~ - . 

Masonry was e s t ab l i shed i n S p r i n g f i e l d i n 1817 w i t h Co l . Roswell Lee, Superintendent 
o f the U.S. Armory f rom 1815 u n t i l 1833, as the f i r s t " w o r s h i p f u l master" of the Hampden 
lodge . Ten years l a t e r there were f o u r Masonic bodies and they decided to ac t toge ther 
to p rov ide themselves w i t h a l a rge h a l l . They b u i l t a t h i r d s t o r y on the town h a l l on 
State S t ree t f o r these purposes. This served u n t i l 1874 when a l l o f the l o c a l Masons 
moved to quar ters i n the new Mass. Mutual L i f e Insurance C o . b u i l d i n g on Main S t r e e t . 
A d i sas t rous f i r e i n 1891 prompted the seven l o c a l Masonic o rgan iza t ions to cons t ruc t 
t h e i r own b u i l d i n g . Three r ep resen ta t ives f rom each body formed a committee, and 
i nco rpo ra t ed under the name "The S p r i n g f i e l d Masonic H a l l A s s o c i a t i o n " . A f i v e - s t o r y 
Masonic Temple, w i t h r e n t a l s tores on the f i r s t f l o o r and r e n t a l o f f i c e s on h a l f of the 
second f l o o r , was dedicated i n 1893 at the corner of State and Main S t r e e t s . 

By the ea r l y 1920's the l o c a l Masons were conduct ing a ' f i i n d d r i v e ' f o r a new Temple, 
to be 'Erected by Masons, f o r Masons, and dedica ted to the i n t e r e s t s and w e l f a r e of 
Masons".(1) The s i t e chosen was opposi te the U.S. Armory and " i n close p r o x i m i t y to 
b u i l d i n g s tha t t y p i f y the best of community s p i r i t , the a r t s , sc iences , and educa t iona l 
advantages f o r which S p r i n g f i e l d i s j u s t l y noted.™ (2) 

The l o c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l and engineer ing f i r m of McCl in tock & Craig were chosen to design 
the new b u i l d i n g . A f u l l se t o f o r i g i n a l p l ans , dated January 4 , 1923, i s owned by the 
S p r i n g f i e l d Masonic Temple A s s o c i a t i o n , and i s s t o r e d at the Temple. The des igning 
f i r m had been founded i n 1912 by Edward H. McCl in tock ( a r c h i t e c t ) and Charles H. Craig 
( e n g i n e e r ) . They were recognized as one o f the l ead ing a u t h o r i t i e s i n western New 
England on heavy m i l l design. Both o f the par tners were a c t i v e i n Masonic a f f a i r s and 
E.H. McClin tock served a th ree year term (1928-31) as Grand Master of the S p r i n g f i e l d 
Masons. 

The A.E. Stephens Co., l o c a l con t r ac to r s who had b u i l t Spr ingf i e l d ' s ' M u n i c i ; ^ a l Grbtip, 
r ece ived the c o n t r a c t t o b u i l d the new Temple. C o n s t r u c t i o n began i n October o f 1923 
and the corners tone was l a i d w i t h app rop r i a t e ceremony on June 24, 1924. The new Temple 
was dedicated on February 15, 1926, a f t e r be ing completed a t a cost of $1,000,000. 

(1) Our New Masonic Temple, undated pamphlet . V e r t i c a l F i l e , Genealogy/Local 
H i s t o r y Department, S p r i n g f i e l d C i t y L i b r a r y . 

(2) I b i d . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
"New Masonic Temple i s Completed," The Springfield Union, Jan. 3, 1926, p. 1 (Magazine 
and Literary Section)  

"Masonry i n th i s City," Springfield Sunday Republican, Oct. 22, 1893, p. 9  
Verti c a l Files-Masons, Genealogy/Local History Department, Springfield City Library 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 33 ,825 s q . f e e t 

Quadrangle name S p r i n g f i e l d Sou th 

UMT References 
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Quadrangle scale 1:25000 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Beginning at a point on the southeasterly l i n e of State Street distant northeasterly by 
s^aid l i n e of said street 152.80.feet from a stone bound at the in te rsec t ion of said 
s C o u t h e a S t e r l y l i n e o f s a i H S f - a r p S f - r A P f a n d t h e n n r r h e a s t e r l y l i n p n f M y r f l o e i f r n n t n t — 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Candace Jenkins, Preservation Planner Director wi th Edmond P. Lonergan 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date July 1983 

street & number ^94 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone. (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town B o s t o n Massach u»f,rrfi 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth^bysthe National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ^/'^i'^i2c4^ ^1^^/ S^^Cs^^'^^/^^ 

State H i s to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

89-

title date 

For NPS use only 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in t h e | ^ g p | l ^ ^ ! ^ s ^ ^ 

date / ' / / / d / < f 3 

'̂̂ '̂ Regper of the National Renter / ' 

> Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic 
nventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Masonic Temple Item number 10 Page i 

land now or f o r m e r l y of L i l l i a n Levine et a l s . , thence running N o r t h e a s t e r l y by s a i d State 
S t ree t 134 f e e t t o an i r o n p i n at land of the Monarch L i f e Insurance Company, thence 
t u r n i n g at an i n t e r i o r angle o f 96^5' and running Southeas te r ly by s a i d l a s t named l and 
256.80 f e e t to an i r o n p i n at land now or f o r m e r l y of Wesson Memorial H o s p i t a l ; thence 
t u r n i n g a t an i n t e r i o r angle o f 91 17' and running Southwester ly by s a i d l a s t named l and 
122.02 f e e t t o l a n d o f s a i d L i l l i a n Levine et a l s . , and thence t u r n i n g at an i n t e r i o r 
angle of 9 1 ° 4 ' and running Nor thwes te r ly by l a s t named l a n d 273.80 f e e t t o the po in t of 
beginning and making an i n t e r i o r angle of 8 1 ° 3 4 ' w i t h the s a i d l i n e o f State S t r e e t , and bein^ 
shown on a p lan made by Ross and Leander, Surveyors , dated J u l y 1937 and recorded i n s a i d 
Reg i s t ry of Deeds i n Book of Plans 16, Page 109. (Hampden County Reg i s t ry of Deeds; 
Book 1659 Page 508) . 
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n i nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
d ] appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample CH request 

Working No. 
OCT 1 3 1983 
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Action: f-<?^.EPT yy 

Entered In tlafi RETURN " ' 
National Be«lflter .REJECT. 

Federal Agency; 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
CD fair 

I I deteriorated 
I I ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness ^ 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





















SPRINGFIELD MASONIC TEMPLE, IN 
339 STATE STREET 
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01103 

AUG 12 1983 

MASS HIST. COMM. 
m^us\ 11, 1983 

Ms Va l e r i e Talmadge 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Deputy State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
294 Washington St. 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmadge; 

In response t o your l e t t e r of August 1, 1983 you may 
be assured t h a t the Masonic Temple i s very much i n t e r e s t e d 
i n being l i s t e d i n the Federal Register of H i s t o r i c a l Buildings, 

Very Truly Yours, 

E. Raymond Turner 
President 


